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CHAP. %. 
SUSPENSE- 



" The house doth keep itself> 
There's none within." 

SHAKSPBARE. 



It was the next morning but one after Tremaine 
had received the important packet from Georgina, 
that Evelyn, having heard nothing from him in 
return, rode over to Woodington. The lodges 
were tenanted as usual, and . the gate thrown open 
•with the customary civil salutes ; and, when he 
arrived at the great, hall door, a gi-qom ran put 
fit>m the offices, as he had been wont,, to take 
his horse. The hall was unpeopled by servants i but 
as.that^ since Tremaine's seclusion, was but a com- 
mon occurrence, it seemed npthing particular, and 
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2 TREMAINE» 

Evelyn, as he had been accustomed, made his way 
alone to the long dining^^room, which opened on the 
terrace, and through that to the library which flanked 
that end of the house. 

That nq master was there to be found, did not sur- 
prise him; his books were all open upon their desks, 
pens wefe'Stj4l,in 0ie ink, some notes in writing hiy 
~ on the fabl^,* and' Evelyn, therefore, made sure of 
:fih^:^^£iii fri^nitin^ihe garden or park, to which he 
immediately bent his steps. 

But when, after full half an hour^s search, he re- 
turned from the grounds without having seen the 
trace of a human creature, much less of the master, 
his heart t6ok the alarm; and, aware of his friend^s 
ebullitions, in conduct as well as in feeling, though 
not suspicious, he began to suspect. 

Betaking himself to the bell of the library, he rang 
hard, in hopes of being answered by his friend, Mon- 
sieur Dupuis. Not even a lacquey appeared; and, 
fearing that there might be illness, he mounted the 
stairs to seek Tremaine in his bed-chamber. But not 
only the bed-chamber vms tenantless, but all was soli- 
tary, vacant, and deserted. He coursed the gallery 
(above a hundred feet long), without meeting a soul; 
and, as a last resource, descended to seek in the sta- 
bletf for the groom who had taken his horse, in order 
to obtain from him the information that now seera^- 
ed painfhlly necessary. 
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; 'A beiiex informant met him on the way, and he: 
i^as reaUy relieved at the sight of his respectable 
friend, Mi^.. Watson. 

^^Ob! Sir," said this attached adherent, *^ I was 
in hopes you would have -come yesterday, and I was. 
just going down to the Hall to ask after my poor 
i|2i^ter." 

^^Ask after him, my good Watson! what can; 
have happened ?" 

^^Ahy Sir ! you know best, for it was your last 
packet that set him off; be was like wild to us alir 
from the time he received iti" 

H^re the good wotttan became too agitated to {ho- 
ceed, and coi>Id only wring her haa& and bemoan 
herself. Evelyvi, though he knew her, could not 
prevent liome alarm in himself $ but, concealing it, 
enquired, with as much calmness as lie could muster, 
where her roaster wa| ? 

^* By this time at Belmont," replied Watson, *'as 
be^sui'e you must know from Mr« Dnpuis." 

'^ I have not seen Dupuis," said Evelyn, with sur-' 
prise. 

^^ That nasty Frenchman 1" eKclaimed Watson, 
** He went to you, as I thought, from my master, 
when be told me to pack up all bis clotbes." 
• *^A11W« clothes t" 

f ^ Yes I all ! for I ask^ him for how long he was 
going, thinking he might he only going to York^ or 
b2 
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SO ; but be said he did not know when, if ever he 
arhould come back. But Belmont is a vile place for 
him, Sir, as you know, and he won't stay there 
neither, for from what Dupuis said, I iun sadly afear- 
ed he will go abroad again. Oh I who would have 
thought it, — ^so comfortable as we was nil getting ! 

Oh ! dear Sir, if you and Miss Georgy- , but, 

to be sure, I beg pardon,— to be iaure I ani but- a 
servant." ' 

' Here the good creature, who'was in sincere grief, 
was obliged to stop, though she might have gone on 
long for any interruption that Evelyn was inclined to 
give her. He was, indeed, ^mewhat quieted from 
the alarm he had ki first experienced ; but a long 
train of thoughts and fears, which what she was say- 
ing had conjured up to his imagination, occupied, 
him so much, that he felt no necessity to question 
her fiirther than to ascertain, if possible^ the route of 
his friend. ' 

He learned that he had gone the first stage to- 
wards Ferrybridge with' his own horses, which had 
long been returned, and were to remain, with all the 
stable people, till farther orders. 

Could Watson have told more, it is certain she 
would not have concealed it ; as certain that she did 
all that was consistent with her own sense of de- 
corum and respect to her superiors, and for Evelyn 
in particular, to gather, if possible, what had passed 
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VetWeen Tremaine and the Evelyn Hall fiunily. 
That somfething critical had happened, she saw, and 
her malicious coadjutor Monsieur Dupuis had as- 
serted most positively that Tremaine had offered, 
and been refused by Georgina ; but this she would 
never believe. Nay, she was sure that he had' only, 
to offer to be accepted, as she often said, by the finest 
lady in the land. The valet denied this, partly ta 
teaze her, partly from a secret wish that soJme mor- 
tification might ha^^n to Tremaine ; which his 
affronts, as he called them, from his master, mad^ 
him believe was hot mpre natural than justifiable* .. 
Evelyn, perceiving that nothing more was to be 
gained from Watson, took his leave of that good 
woman, with expres^ng a hope that better timea 
would come* 



CHAP. U. 
A WONDERING. 



'^ Your Provost knoWs the place wliere lie abides.** ' * 

SHAKfi«ftAllE« 
'< Why, liow nowy Monsieur ! what a life is this, 
That, yoor poor friends must woo your company ! ** 

SBAKSfEARB. 



The return of Evelyn to his home was motttiif^tl 
aoidslow. He was la$t in anxious douht as to the 
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intehtionB of Tremaine, and the ulti mate fate botli^ 
of him and of bis daughter. That he should 'fly 
from Woodington,' did not snrprijse^perhaps^ at the 
moment, did not displease him ; that he shoitid 
ehoose Belsidnt as' a refuge, grieved him; but the 
surmise tliait' he 'might go abroad was the least satis- 
fiurtory of alL What pttzzleii^ and peibafis'ihurt 
kitn most, was, that he Should take aiiy lesoliition 
without informing thetn. 

*^ Hecannot be angry with us! "' excliaimed' he'to 
himself, ^^ And yet he is a proud man I AlasT if 
it had hot been so, he perhaps had not beeii an in* 
fide!.** 

Better thoughts of hini succeeded. " Poor, poor 
fellow I he is suffering to the/bottoii| of his heart, and 
all from honour. He cannot close such a heart 
against us.'' 

This was Evelyn's soliloquy, and this brought him 
home, but not to happiness, for it was no longer to a 
daughter's smile. 

The brow of Georghm clouded more and more at 
the tidings he brought; and when he related the pos- 
sibility, nay probability, that Tremaine might leave 
the kii)gdom, her heart sunk within her. 

" Herey.at least," said she, " we might know the 
state of his mind. But whatever happens, surely he 
ivUl return, and tell* it to. ua himself.'^ 

Still weeks ^nd months elapalbd^ fuid ho comimkoi^ 
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cation was received by* this afflicte4 fittlier and 
daughter, from the friend whose happiness or inils^iy 
had so entirely depended upon them ; and though 
they learned from Watson, (the only informant they 
had left,) that he had quitted Belmont, and that all 
the house servants had been discharged, yet they saw 
the long, long year xipse over their heads without 
receiving the smallest tidings from Tremaine hitnselil 

What was almost worse, the sinking state of his 
c(aughter^ exclusive of the pangs it naturally excited^ 
began to be accompanied with reflections crud and 
bitter to the good heart of Evelyn : for, firm as he 
was to the purpose he thought right, particularly 
,when connected with his religious duty, he began to 
f{uestion whether bdth himself and Georgina had not 
dealt too hardly by their ftiend; and, therefore;, 
whether much of the misery, both as to the past and 
4ie future, might not hav^ beea avoided. 

Fofgi ve hi^,' Qeaven, for this ! forgive hhn, all the 
stoics, and all the critics of the world ! When he 
iiaw the &ded, sunken cheek of such a' creature as 
<jreorginia had b^enr-s&w her strugglii&g with a sorrow 
that seemed only becoming more and more rooted, yet 
assuming, or rather striving to assume, a smile to please 
Jlimi which the ghostly pajenfds of her countenance 
:S^med to convert into mockery — his heart must 
have been hard indeed> if it had not sometimes suf- 
lened itself tp be afiect^d by a Weakness of this sort. 



Heaven knows it bore its own punishment along: 
with it. ^ 

A journey to Belmont itself by Evelyn, in order 
to ascertain, if possible, whether itsmaster were again 
really buried there, or what had been his intentions 
when he quitted it, proved wholly unavailing. Nei- 
ther could the servants, left there in charge, nor any 
one in the neighbourhood, nor Dr. Asgiil himself, 
(the sensible physician who had formerly corres- 
ponded with Evelyn concerning Tremaine), give the 
«m&ll^t tidings of his steps. That he had been 
there for a week, during which he had confined him- 
self to the hoiise, and at lehgth had left the-place 
with post-horses, and entirely unattended — ^was all 
they could relate, for it was all thciy had learned; 
and Evelyn returned home to his drooping girl, ta 
see Her droop still more ; and though her mind was 
supported by lier piety,* her tender frame was evi- 
dently shaken by a struggle too violent for its 
strength. • 

Once, and once only, a little gleam seemed to open 
upon their melancholy. In Oxford, that beautiful 
Athens — where groves, and gardens, and towers, and 
cathedrals, and consecrated walks by mead or riVer, 
aV6 mingled in delight ; whete contemplation at lei- 
sure prunes her wings, philosophy revels, ambitioii 
prepares itself for its career, or retreats after being 
satiated ; in' short, in th^t &iry land of genius and 
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tnstmction^so fuU of all intereslB, whether ofdegtm 
iaste or learned lore, Evelyn, in veiy fondness for the 
nnmog mothex oi bss mind, had kept up an opcftu- 
onal correspondence J[if so a letter in aitwelvttnontil^ 
could be called), >f ith one or two of its resident 
members. One of them, a Mr. .Dayenpprt, full 
fifteen months after Tremaine's flight, wrote to 
Evelyn as follows : ' 



<< I think I never mentioned to yon your neighbour 
Squire, Mr. Tremaine, who you once sjiud had so in« 
terested and enlivened your old northern hall. Inter- 
ested he may, but I should t^fBk he never could have 
enlivened it. ^At least we are all puzsled about him 
here, considering his station in the worldj the busy, 
hours of his former life, and his former distinctiotlf 
both public and private. Here, to be as little dis* 
tinguished as possible, to be buried in the silence of 
his rooms, immersed in no one knows what studies 
(for with scarce any one does he converse), in short, 
to be a College machine, seems to be the changed 
lot of this once brilliant and conspicuous character. 
Tfou never told me of his coming, and. we are all 
strangers to him except the President, whom alone 
he visits, and with whom alone he converses. To 
lis Fellows he is civil enough, but in his civility he 
is XQQ&t. m^ncholy. He t»iads and walks a gi^eat 
deal, but always alpiie, and ifae latter chiefly at 
b3 



10 tEEllAIHB. 

nigbt. No baching but sees bim &r an boar, or 
ip^h»p8 two, in Ackfison's WaXk^ fifom vbich b^ 
always retires if any jona invade bim * which I mast 
say no one is disposed to do : for, considering bis 
vank, fortune, connections, a!hd present yacoity, vf% 
lo6k upon bim as little more than an ithistriotis 
Slope.'' 

Evelyn almost let fall this letter when it first came 
to hand. To read this account of his friend, both 
surprised and distressed hiofi ; but to hear of him at 
aU was overpowering^ and from such a. place most 
unlooked-for. Yet td bear was a sort of pleitsure of 
itself^ though mingled with regret that be should 
have left them so long without inteUigence. It was 
^vid^nt; hoiirever, fctata. Mr. Davenport's style^ that 
he bad no thouglit but Ibat Evelyn knew better than 
himself both the fact of his retreat, and the cause 
ofili 

Two moments sufficed to tak^ his resolution what 
to d6*^€wo days to carry it into effisct; for it was no 
longer a time before Evelyn set out for Oxford in 
seardi of his unhappy friend. 

During the first days of his absence the feelings of 
Ge6rgina may easily be conceived. The natural 
buoyancy of her mind permitted it to be somewhat 
raised from that dull and listless weariness of spirit, 
which bad taken the place of h«T charming vivacity; 
Her lovely bieauty seemed almost to revive/ and a 



X^\ rose nearly took piAce pt th^ hectic on her 
fcheek* Sbe counted the .hours to the first poet from 
.Oxford^ a^ the .se^,! of her. lettef was btx>ken io an 
agpny <>f foingle^. einQcioQ% Into iwhut did it $ubf 
fid^, if ucpuld.be $|iid jto ^ubdide, when she read 
iht^t th^ obj^t ^f her father's search wa^ not to be 
^und ; having^, he said, withdrawn himself from 
OxfQi4 the very day after the date of Mr. Daren- 
port's letter. He had by chance seen this letter in 
Darenport'a liaods, and was . astonished to find» 
upon questioning him, that he was the Doctor^s cdd 
acquaintance and .occasional cori!eq}ondent« 

Why Tremaine had withdrawn, neither J)aven- 
port 9or th^ President of the College, (to the last of 
l«iehpm he had merely sigoified his intention), could 
dsven guess, much less tell. 

, From the President, however, Evelyn was able, 
befo^ he took his leave, to procure some few parti* 
Cidar% as ta the. life and habits of liis eccentric 
friend, during his monastic seclusion : for such it 
seemed, 

*' One would have supposed," said the President, 
[^ that these had been the chnstera of the Paraclete, 
pr I41 Tmppe, \ostead of the rationed retirement:of 
a studious man ; so much did our friend shun the 
very little society that presented itself to him ; and, 
in regard to the silence, so nearly did he appear to 
have taken the vows. JH^ he been a9 .devout as. he 



was r^ular in the diflcipline of prayen, or had he 
been as steady in his convictions as he w«8 f|erioii9 
in bis subjects of enquiry, I should bwe tbOQ|^ 
that Abelard or De Ranee had renounced the 
tumults and temptations of the world, and had 
retired hither to repentance and meditation.'*^ 
^* And yet," addeSl the President, " considerii^ 
his. extremely £air,' nay his high character in the 
world, and also many acts of goodness that came tQ 
our ears,— "he was a tnystery which I own I could 
not unravel." * . * 

^^ Did he not communicate with you ?•' asl^ed 
Evelyn. • ' • • < - . 

<* Little," said the President, ^Uhough m^e thail 
with any one else. Our former acquaintance, and 
the turn oT his studies, together, perhaps, with, some 
little opinion he was pleased to have formed that I 
might be able to assist his ol^ects, induced him to dO 
me the honour of opening himself to me in a. very 



* De Ranee was a man of quality early in the seyenteenth cen^ 
tury in France ; a scholar, hut of most careless and dissipated 
life ; in the midst of which, struck with several instances of pro- 
vidence in the preservation of his own person, his epnviivridn was 
perfected hy the sudden sight of his' mistressj ^whom he h«4 gonf 
to see (as he thought revelling in health and heaaty) stretched in 
her coffin. At the age of. thirty-scven*hc retiriSd ^om court, where 
he had great power • gave away his estates,' and shut liimsielf up iri 
hi» Ahhaye of La Trappe, of which he restored the discipline . 
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smai\de^ee, wlien* with olheri *he was as silent as 
jhe higfit w*lks'he was so fond of.'**' ': ^ ' 

•< May I ask those objects?'' aaid Bv%ti.' • . > i 

<< I hate miscalled them/' answeredthe Pirmdent. 
— •<< I should rather have ' said the subjects ' lie t^as 
upon." ^ * •» 

^' Aiid what wete they f" continued Evelyn, r' l 
- ^* MelaJihysicB^ aiid'ihose'ofthe deepest* kind ; all 
the* high genera ; the keenest ^subtiitieS of scepti-< 
cism ; Spinozism, Hobbes, and Des Cartes/' 

" You make me treipble l" said Evfelyn-^*' I 
would rather it* had been the WtAe, Newton/ and 
Clarke." r ' ' •' ... - ' '. %-. - - >^ 

** They were by no means wanting," continued 
thto President ; ^^ and the avidity with which all 
were pursued^ was more like that of a keen student 
about to take his degree in divinity, than a man so 
entirely of the world'; for such he certainly was, 
ho<i«ver he might, from I know not what cause, be 
enamoured of retreat." . .. 

" 0id he assign no cause?" asked Evelyn. ' 

" He ppenedhimself of'se^ very little, or rather 
not at all,'! 1 observed the President; ^< and it was 
not for me to ask. hi^'>cpi^3encel . .Yet it was evi- 
dent ther^ WHS some^ing in* his /niiiid ' more than 
mere love of philosophy, or a CteiBtian desire to 
-work out sdvdtiQm" , : ' .: 

^^ Was tliere io^ ihing of the last?" enquired 
Evelyn, with int^restt 



i <0 dhouJd aay, .not much,'- retu^ed the; Presi* 
dent, ^^ though it w«a certainly not altogether V&ntf 
ing. HiB aim seemed truth." 

^^Agoodaital" 
i ^' No .doubt I But with. .1^11. this, there waa 4 
gloom, a fear, a doubt of himself and all attef^e^ 
with .an' indescribable fnelamsholy^ that, lapade-me 
SQfmetiiaes. suspect aU , was. iipt right in his head. 
And this, was rath^ confirmed thai^ weakened by 
his mode of living*" 

« As how ?'V asked Evelyn^ ^ . 

<( In a manner wholly nnworihy ^iihef ^isrank 
or fortune^ or his known liberality. No acquaiptaiuae; 
torcelya^serrantyora horse.; the merf College fare, 
abstemious lis to thiat, and always alone* Th0 hall 
scarcely ever saw hiiii; and his lapap burned long 
after every other in Oxford was exjtinguipli^, and 
every soul in College at rest." 

^^ You interest me greatly," cried Evelyn—" and 
his departure you say iV . . . . 

^^ Was even more, sadden, aad unco^pected than 
his'arrivaL As he merely wrote me word /a .week 
before he. came, of his intention to ) reside xmhis 
leUowsbip>^ which he had never, you know, venoun^d 
amidst all his gay or busy purBait»r-^so9 the xery 
day of his quitting us,, he contented himaelf ^Hh . 
announcing his intention to me,^&his:Supedor in: the 
^lacei and xetttrnidg his thtoks &t what he was 
pleased to call my civilities as a friend." 



" ' It wag'whH grief ' bdi ill di^ised, that Evelyn 
felt forcNBd; froni ibis conveAattoh, to give up all 
hope of tbe diflcoreries he bad endeavourM lo make. 
Ofie thing only a]^peared ; that Tremaine^ whatever 
might have induced htm to fly even the commonest 
iittercourse with the friends vvWo had once so ab* 
borb^d him, vras deeply and sincerely pkinged in 
ifaose sntjeets on which they had so cnielly diflered^ 
and if bis object, as the good President said; was 
tnitb, he could not, as Evelyn' hoped, long redist its 
demonstration. 

This gilded a little, though but a little, the gloom 
\^itli which be took leav6 of his College fUends ; 
from whom he carefully concealed the real intention 
of bis visit, which passed fbt one of mere interest 
about the place be bad always so much loved; He 
took LfOndon in his way back, on the thankless 
errand of inquiring at Tremaine*s bankers, after 
that unfortunate friend ; — thai^less, because nothing 
could he elicit from the real or well-feigned igno* 
ranee of the cautious persons of whom he made the 
inquiry. 

This overthrow to all hope, after it had been i^ 
excited, oiily made the situation both of father andf" 
daughter worse than it had been before. 

That lovely flower again hung its head, under the 
Very hand that endeavoured, with ufaremittang afiec* 
tion, to prop and proteet it< Health seemed or 
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ever, gone ; the little medical aid thai had bden 
Used was discontinued, as unavailing ; and Evelyn 
agreed with his friend Dr. Asgill, who bad come all 
the way from Northamptonshire to visit them, that 
the case was beyond his readi. 
' ^^ The mind is always so,'^ said this unpretending 
'person, ^^ nor do we affect to cute it : it is sufficient 
happiness, if. we can reach the ills of body. But 
tnindmay be soodied, may cbe diverted, and parti* 
cularly by change of place. Evelyn is too lonely 
for one who is evidently 

* Sicklied o*er wltb the pale cast of thought." * 

* <^ You advise, then," said Evelyn, }^ a change of 
«ir, of place ?" • • 

*< I do/' said 0c A^ill, " and as fer from home 
^s yon pjease." 



CHAP, III. 

: A Toua. 




*» At pleasure hete we lie, fteiu: Orleans." 

SHAKSPEARC. 



A SICK mind finds no interest or pleasui^^ and 
therefore no ease, in rities. Where men and wo- 
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'Dfieii) tind even children, are shouldering one ano^* 
ther in a perpetual race — where every nerve strives, 
and every pulse, beats vyrith some great' passion, even 
to bursting — there is no room for the stricken deer 
to lie down though but to die, much less to eiidea^ 
vour to recover. * ! . * 

. Tlie chariot wheels'.of Lord and Lady St. Clair, 
of Mr«. Neville, of Tremaine's political friend 
Lord A. (who, it may be remembered j had deserted 
him), and of a hundred other minions of splendour, 
who have their reward in this life, drove not one 
inch the slower, tlian their usual pace, because 
Greosfgina might be dying of a broken heart, ^r Trej- 
maine perishing, by inefaes wherever Ite might be ; 
th< one in the cause of Heaveii, the other of Honour. 
No! like Macbeth, they were content to find the 
' Be all, and the end all, here ^' and, provided that 
were brilliant, * they jorapt the life to come.' . 

It vtras not, therefor^ amotig such as these, that 
either Evelyn or Georgina could obtain that di- 
version for thoughts ill at. ease, or remedy for health 
undermined, which both of them so needed. Yet 
something th^re was to both, inithe little excitements 
occasionted by^a change of place, which noheairt, 
however monotonously diapered, but aometimes 
ieels. This viras pot, however, in.the towns they.had 
visited* To Georgina^ and Eydyn too, in thj&ir 
: present state, London seemed one vast vacuity, and 
Paris a burning dream. 



It was at. th^ gate of a cxHtage garclea in (he.O«- 

leaimoi9> io one of the aoftest evenings ever known in 

.Fwmif that a graceful little French gir)| with browq, 

.but well turned handsj presented a scarcely browner 

4ioaf and a glass, of jnilk to Geoigina; aiid this.little 

French girl looked so naive and ioeUUe^ and was 

^dressed so piquantely> in a jacket and short jupe, 

ishowing the niosC charming symmetry at ev^ry turn ; 

^nd the simple rose with which she had decked her 

.dark hair Just where it parted, Madona«like| across 

her oval* polished forehead, was so tastefully dis- 

tpoaed; and moreover she curtseyed her ihanl^^ 

prettily for the little piece of silver bestowed upon her 

;for the milk And bread she had supplied ; she v7.as.s0 

.humble, yet so proud withal, to have done any thing 

•ibr so sweet a lady*^'^ Mademoiselle est st douce, et si 

malade,^' said ^ little Fnench girl ; all this, together 

with the scene around, excited more interest in 

:Geo.rgina than any Uitngshe had met with since she 

Jfeft;Ydrkshi». 

^ It vras, indeed, a scene to do the heart good; eq^- 
^ially if. it wanted soothing t for not only . was the 
<air in that soft climate, and softest of evenings, 
.a luxury sufficient for the most sickly sense, but- the 
-cottage garden, at the gate of which the poor ex- 
liaiisted Geotgiha had stopped, was a. blaze of 
lowers, displaying such cokmrs, and emittidig such 
scents, as we poor islanders, with all our rundities^ 



are condemned never to know. Then, agatn^ in a 
large stack-yard, only just across the garden, the fra- 
grant process of building several hayricks was going 
on. These were supplied by |i succession of carts, 
drawn by oxen, from the plain of Orleans, which lay 
but a short distance off. The venerable pile of its 
cathedral could indeed be distinctly seeniri^the dis- 
tance, and" its curfew tieardj at if wwrning all tra- 
vellers to come wilhin its protection before night 
should set in. 

' Grebrgina, however, was mudh more -disposed' to 
^sten toa sotigof birds,.pen^dy ravisshing, that aroee 
from fb^ echoing of a number; seemingly 'endieJ9, of 
nf)g6tingale6 and thrushies, that Tived on ibe banks of 
the topsf I9tream\irhieh passed ^the end of the kittle 
garden; This fairy rivulet ran winding under varioos 
rOot-fei^med banks, and gurgling! over mossy stones, 
till it broke out of the valley intd thie great plant of 
Orleans abovementioned ; where, uniting itself with 
tli€( Loire, it proceeded in broad and majestic march, 
till, at a distance, it seemed lost among the ever^me^ 
movable waifs and consecrated steeples of llus old, 
evebtftit, and ^ill restpec^able city. AH this formed 
exactly a fit scene, both for father anddbghter. 
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CHAP. IV. 

ECCENTRIC. 



' Thougli this be madnets, yet thert^ft nethod in't ! " 

saAKSPEAne, 
*^ Tan are a GMtlenm 'pi ifofmnk mcf^ 



Wb hate exerted oureelves much in vain, if the 
reader has not by this time formed such a notion of 
Evelyn's cliaracter, or rather disposition, as to be- 
lieve that whenever he was free from the trammels 6f 
his ordinary life, he was any thing but an ordi-» 
nary traveller, over whatever road he diose to take. 
With all hb practical knowledge and habits of bu- 
s, he had been, particularly in his youth, and 
; even naw, the child of his feelings for the time 
being* ' Those feelings, though always natural, ap-* 
proached sometimes even to the romantic. This had 
xnade him often be thought eccentric by the world ; 
though perhaps the eccentricity was no mdre than 
to pursue a by«patb or a cross track, when the high 
beaten v^y was not so agreeable* I mean this not 
merely as a figure. 

He was particularly fond of making journeys, whe- 
ther of business or pleasure, on h<mebAck; and on 
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these occa^tions no man alive^ not of a sitnilar mind, 
could make bim out. A fine prospect would always^ 
take liim a mile out of the road, perhaps over hedge 
and ditch ;- nor, magistrate as he vras, did he scruple 
to commit a trespass on such an occasion, if he could 
not enjoy ^vrhat he 'v^anted without it. 

Above all, what he could never resist when alone, 
was a clean village inn, or country garden, in any 
sequestered spot, if there was a rich, busy, or merely 
quiet landscape around it. Here he would some* 
times loiter for days at a time, though expected else« 
where.^ This was the sort of solitude he eiq'oyed; 
and as he had always books, and read, wrote, and 
thought itrach^ he traced many of his best acquisi- 
tions to these moments of seclulion. 

Seclusion indeed he denied it to be ; for though he 
might pass hours either in the window that had first 
tempted him, by overlooking a fresh garden, or a 
wood impervious to the sun in the heat of the day, yet 
he could, he said, return to the world, whenever the 
stage coa'cK stopt to water or change horses ; and 
there was always the' resource of the inn kitchen. 

This liberty wasso'pleasing to him, that the prox« 
imity even of friends could not tempt him to inter* 
rupt it ; and be is knowii . ta have passed two whole 
days at the gi^te of a park belonging to a very old 
acquaintance, without the owner of it ever knowing 
iie had been there. : 
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. Mftny of his iiotes) wkk wbkb hia books w^ 
plenieoqdy tRt^rliitedy were dated fi-em these oi(t oC 
the way places^ whicb^ to be sure, did not always 
seem eongenial to tlie sul^eots revpWed. ^Qie oC 
the deepiest points in Adam Smith were dated froo^ 
a goatherd's cottageoa the Alp»; and a CommeBtarji 
on Coluber's Treatise oft the Soul Was rigoed ftpm, 
the Stag and Houpds in Wimisor Forest* f 

And yet, I liave often heard him say, that some 
of his purest enjoy^aents were the fruit of thes^ Sem'^ 
porary deviations; which however were genexally 
much tnore agi^eeabiU to the master tlian to his nn/f 
sentimental servant. . , i 

'' You will lose ten hours if you stay here, Sir'*-^ 
said his groom once to him^ who was in alarm at 
htl 6nly eyeing the sign ot the Royal Oak, hanging 
half way up a hill, embosomed in wood. 

^^ But I shall gain ten years of existence," replied 
Evelyn, ^^ so put up the horses^" 

John knew ihere was nothii^ left for it, for '^ Mas-t 
ter," as he said to the ostler as he helped to unsad-» 
die, " was in one of his whims." He therefore obey 
ed, whistling, not for want of) but to divert thought; 
for, in fact, he wanted to be homeland conld not 
help lamenting that so wise a man as his: master 
should know, so little about traveUing* 

Stuik were some of the. passages of his former, and 
particularly of his bachelor life ; and his disposition 



on dhes« poinu was participated, till beahb foHbade^ 
by the partner df his heart* It had now rather sub^ 
sided, but easily retived when occasion cadled it forth; 
and in these respects, and at the present inofnent,' 
though little equal now ta any thing out of* the beaten- 
track, he was not ill seconded by the drooping- Geor- 
gina herself. 

^* And what isr your name, petite V* asked the Doc** 
tor of. the little French hostess. 

*^ Lisette, Monseigneur,'* returned she, dropping 
her twentieth eurtsiey iTery low indeed, at being spoken 
to, as she thoogbl, fixHn his bkck habit, and ba*^ 
rouche a quiitre cheiFaux, by a Bishop, oi" grand' 
Vidaire, at lea^. 

" And how far to Ofleans?" 

" C'est tout pr^s," condnued lisette, ^ only the 
bridge is broke down, close to the city, and the fotd 
is very bad." - 

" Ce n'est rien," said the postillion, striding up in' 
his long jack boots, ^^atid besides, there is a ferry 
boat, and we can shift all the higgage.'' 

"And the inn?" 
, <« C'est superbe," cried the postillion, " et pour le' 
chrf de cuiAfte, un Cordon bleu ! Yoii wilJ be there^ 
in no tim^," continueil the postillion — ^ Yon wotdci 
have been there and at $U{^r, by this, if it had hm 
lieeh fef this little ck^^^ and her diantre d^ patabi«.*« 
- l7he postillion, though a Frenehoftan, was not 
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sentimental, and had little taste for cottages, wheir 
there ^ere all the charms of the Lion d'Or, in the 
grande ^lace d'Orl^ins, close by the magnificent ca- 
thedral, and the evening prbmenade of thewhole tojm 
besides, only waiting, as it were, for their arrival. . 

Both Evelyn and Georgina thought diflferently* 
They looked and looked upon the landscape, and 
scented the surrounding sweets again and again, aad 
felt all the charms of summer twilight stealing over 
their senses. '^ 

^ My dear," said the Doctor, " I'm thinking, if 
such a thing were possible, and we could stay here 
to*n]ght, instead of going into a close town"— ' 

" It would be delightful !" exdaimed Greorgina— 
^* and we might be amused with Lisette." 

*^ Let us enquire," said Evelyn. 

" If there is but bedding," added Georgina, " we 
shall want nothing else ; I care little (ot the cordon 
bleu."— :- ^ ' 

^* I see an arbour of vine leaves," observed Eve- 
lyn, getting out of the carriage. 

La petite Lisette wondered what all this was to 
lead to, seeing him and Georgin&'s travelling maid, 
(not Winter) descend from the barouche. She wil- 
lii^gly* however, attended them, answering ail tbejr 
questions; with' great promptness; but' when-.sfa^i 
found what was tk^ir aim, her countenance ^udbdenlj; 
fell, she shook her head} and. exclaimed with, that 
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phUy.tondoubntlreux. which none but a Froidi i^hrl 
oan exprefli* 

^^ Heias t c'esi impombW Noub a'avons rkn 
dJ|^M^deSi»denioi8dler-*^i«faasibcfl,<Bi Ik: et dm. 
m^ ! nh r cemnw cda est :inaJhQiireax !" 

Simiyd ansirawd mlh a ^^ ^commcaxt ?" amlfcUnd 
diot dujB littk Ijitette^ Jwhaat most mm hut thil-« 
tenvy had been ^e& wUh k^r fifther^ i^ mafkei gar^ 
d«Der, &T two days, m chaii|$e of the oottage^ while 
her mother was gone to pot in onler the f:hateaa) on 
a neighbouring hill above, belonging^ a gentleman 
wlio was expected every My team thesoudi. 

^^C^estmadheureiQx/:^ repeated. Lisette, ^^ilp'ya 

fiti}/>«ifponplacai9Mie, niyonr la ciiambre, point 

de salon^ point de linge, lien^juedes fleurs^'' look- 

11^ at toer own fiice, and tibe rose i& her hair, in the 

' only bit of glass to-be found in- the cottage. 

In effect, however, Evelyn^was much better satis- 
fied than he himself, much more Lisette, could have 
expected. The cottage was, ki &ct, a fishing-house, 
i)elonging to the chateau above ;\ there was a good 
sitting room, and at least one good bed-chamber; 
ai\d every body knows that in France whatever else 
may be wmntkig, tolerable bedding is generally sure 
to be jfbund. 

• The banNiche ^ontaiQed aU Fcquisite linen, and 
all anyterials for Georgina's: little messes ; in short, 
ate got. out 0£ the. cacriftge ido, and seated lierself, 

VOL. III. c 
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after rather a fatiguing, day, in the.fireshest c^ Frencfc 
ivindows, lookipg immediately into the smoqth gU- 
ding river beneath^ from which the last gleams of 
twilight seemed .to be retiring, while a lovely moon 
was just beginning, to rise. Here she continued, 
and endeavoured to soothe her weakened spirits, 
v^ile her kind &tber, with her, maid, a French tra- 
velling valet, and the. proud and plea^ Lis^tte, 
liad soon put every thing in the best. order the 
adventure (for. so for want of a better it seemed) 
would admit of. 

<^ This is better than the Lion d'Qr," said Eve- 
lyn, pressing her hand, after both had in silence 
been contemplating the beautiful night vision, at the 
still open window of the pretty fishing^house. 

'^ That river is not unlike the Whiarfe in dear 
England,'^ observed Geoigina, with a sigh. 



CHAP. V. 

A RENeONTRE. 



<' Will you encounter the Iioiise'? ** * 

SHAKSrEARB. 



' The next morning Geoigina arose a good deal xe' 
freshed, and by no means the worse for having dispi in 
a pure honeyH9uckled air, instead of the smoke of the 
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Ghunde Plaice d'Orleans; The pretty Lieette, too, 
continued to amuse her — ^performing' all the duties of 
a hostess (by no means leaving oat that of prattling) 
to admiration. Had she been deficient, indeed, the 
fitther had now come to her assistance. But he was 
tk plain man, of not near so many words, intent upon 
his garden toil, which led' him > daily to the market at 
Orte£Kr(8; and little -more ^ could be got from him, 
than regrets that la bonne femme should be absent 
at such a time. She was, however, Tamie, et la coti- 
ftdente de Madame la Concierge of the chateau on 
the hill; and, as the announced return of the owner 
Was very sudden and unexpected, she could not p<%- 
sibly be spared fi'om her task of providing furniture, 
particularly beds and linen, from the most celebrated 
tradesmen at Orleans, where she at present was. 

"And who is the owner?" asked Evelyn, while 
Jerome was tyiing up his. bundles of flowers^ and fill- 
ing his pottles with raspberries for the market at 
Oiieans. 

He really could not tell, except that he was grand 
oi&cier militaire, who had just succeeded to the estate 
by marrying the heiresa. 

" And who was she ? " 
' Of that too Jerome was ignorant ; for he was him- 
telf a mere vieux soldafc, only lately settled in those 
parts ; but la bonne femme, Tamie de Madame la 
Concierge, knew all about it, and would certainly 
c2 
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isAl all ^e knew if Monsieur did not int^i^ to pr<y* 
ceed iniinedijately on hi$ journey; 

'Twas the last thii^ that Moasieur di4 intend ; 
for, {fleased Ininselfi and s^^ng fiis daughter pleased 
nviih their pretty quarters^ he resolved to stay whece: 
he wasi^ for at least thai morning. 

He proposed boating (for Jerome had a boat), and 
Georgina, too, said *he should loi^ a few hours hy 
that pretty river's side, While th^ bliy ^as strewed in 
its very si^reeitest fr a grance, on both its 'banks. Eve- 
lyn was delighted that any thing could please her, 
and told her she was queen- of the day* According-; 
ly, a garden clmir was jcarried c^i into the pleasant* 
est part of the meadow, direetly oppo^te the chateau 
ivfaich rose on the other . tnuch higher bank of the 
stream. Georgina w^ socto established withsoine 
books,, and attended by Iii8ette,i-^who, while she 
staid, supplied the place of them; and the Doctor 
had the delight of seeing, almost for the fin^ time for 
many a long month, something like placidity on the 
cheek of his invalid. 

The hearts of both seemed to dilate. They look-» 
ed along* the plain where every thing was so rich, 
with the broad road winding through it,' between a 
double row of elms, and cattle of all kinds tended by 
herdsmen from the busy city. There the great 
church always cloiaed the prospect, in grandeur more 
venerable for a thousand dUissical associations that 



iftlMaided it, whether for & Fee&dnnaii* or an En* 
gltshmaB. 

^^ We shall not be able to stir to»clay/' said Eve- 
lyn. 

^^ I know, not why we should," obserred Gieor* 
gina; ^^and I think you have a wtstftd eye on the 
cbatean on the hill befive us." 

^^ It stands exactly where it ought," returned die 
Doctor, examining it criUcally. ^ Those grey bride 
turrets^ bea^y leaden roofi, and gilt vaneB, are very 
muek td my t^aCe^ and I question if tlu^t mass of yew, 
130 cksely^BhaYeii, just along the terrace overhanging 
us, may nol actually be cut into a teosple ; perhaps 
even a pefu:ook' itself, could one but see the instdet" 

^ Why not iwke tl|^ aCtempt?" said Oeorgina. 
^ As for me, I am so m«oh taken with Lisette's ac- 
<u>unt of a ftte she wfia allowed to go to this time last 
year at Orlefuig, that you need not fear leaving me 
alohe«" 

'Evelyn patted her cheek, and set off for. a little* 
bridge that led over the river immediately up the 
bUI^ to the Chateau de St. Jules. He was soon 
there^ and found no ether difiiculty in entering the 
garden, along one side of wliich the buildings ranged 
themselves, tban al^ from the immense weight of 
the iron gates that let blm in. l^he great door of 
(he house was in the same heavy taste, and certainly 
had kept the interior safe 6oin at least the <lay8* 
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of Lewis XIV. when the 'fitmt seemed to h&iM* 
been erected. . That too was open, and led into » 
hall, from ' which, ' od each' side, was a <:oniplete 
eijjS&db of apartments, handsome from their spaciau^^ 
ness, bat all withdut furniture. As it never occurred 
to: Evelyn} that he jmight be taking too gneat a ii-^ 
berty, even with anem^ty.house^.he.becimeiii a mo^ 
ment under the influence of thai imBgular impulse* of 
fediiig that hirahe^ mentioned, and gave way, with-* 
out. scruple, to his curiosity,' or rather hisi^ste for. 
a«t old building* The style of it brought old Lewis,^ 
and all his court, beforeshim; Yilleroy, Roquelaui^e^' 
Brissae, Madi^e de Maintenon^ Lo Yalt^^ S^*? 
vigae, and; a thousand others ; and. he. paced the 
rooros^ and;«fterwlirdsvthe gardens, and then the 
roams again, with all ifae JiberCy of: an if^bsent^MQ* 
Hei was, rtherefore, almost surprised, in.one .of htsK 
wanderings, to be asked: his ibustnessj by aneld^Jy< 
female of good address; evidently fit>m the bunch of, 
keys ckt her girdle, the Madan^ la Con^^iefgfSL ^of 
whpmihe.hadhe^rd. : Herfly expand lapped, dum 
crimson peui^oat^und/erher white jacket, slippers^ 
down atJieel) and ::milkwhit6 cotton stockingB) ditr; 
playedihe^compfete jQrleAnnoise, and Vn0^ bo[|ine 
bQurgcfoise. Thoi^h ;9sked with great civility, il^ 
must be owned th^ question wa^ a puzzling o^e^ an4/ 
the answer to it still more, so* . It was, at least^ noff 
easysfbri^ grave English divine like Evelyn to ex« 
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IfAdm to )Et French hotiiiffekeeper, that he was a man 
"dirho, on his trayels, generally followed the whim of 
the moment; and that that whim, combined with a 
gfreat ibncy for examining empty honsesi and a par* 
ticniar taste for the style of Lewis XIV. had led 
liiffi, unbidden, and without permission, to scale the 
territory of Mount St. Jnles, and invade her do- 
minion in the manner she saw. 

<*C'est fort extraordinaire,'* said the Conderge, 
<< bien qu^il n'y a rieti ii voir. Noas ne sommes pas 
sn^oie meubl^s ; '* and then she went on to say, that 
chairs, tables, beds, and Yaisselles de caisine, all were 
to acrive>onIy that Ter|rday,'in barges,*:fiDm Orleans. 
1%erewms nothing but her own room, and ) the .cabi«* 
net and j)etke:cbambre delit de Mon8iear,.«t the top 
of ^eiie of -the turrets, that could be said to bave^my 
fiimithre in them at aU* : Evdyn .would then have 
aidied leave to see the styleof the room whieh die tc^ 
of the turret contained, and of which he. supposed 
the corrs^ndent turret kt the end .c^ the gallery 
was aeounterpart ; .but the old lady, hearing a step 
fitHu the little staircase, at the. bottom of whicb.4bey 
had^been debating, put. her finger on her, months 
while she looked at the doer of the staircase* That 
door opened, and to the utter and overpow^ng 
jiBConilriiment of Evelyn, he.bdield Tremaine. j 
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CHAR VI; 

; AN EXFLANATION. 



' I never heard of radi wmrihet OMMoiter, wUdi 
Lames ittpoit to iMIow iu" 

SHAKSPEARE* 



' MoaBiCxtimprfiBaty tiwngsihaiitfaiskaTe happen^ 
ed. That a nnii wbo.tfaoitgfat himself in gecluston, 
Keyond'themicfa of hmmui ititeiTupd0% in a hage 
andfisfaipty, chateau in a veiry letiied part of Fiadee, 
shaidd he atonoysd.at hanng his retirement inter* 
mpted bf fhe chattering of a French housekeepBr 
with arpasBing tioveller^ >^Ml, being biterrupted, 
should shot' up Us books, and descend lo see who, 
and what waB»the cause of it| ■ t ca nsiot be itfondered 
at. That Tfemaine should^ in hb anxious etate, Sj 
the world more dian ever, and be^^ lo have found 
such arM^i, is as little astoniAihg; and how he 
i^nd it) will bir presendy ^qorlained, witboiit there 
lacing any thing marv^ous in it* ' 

On the other hand, that his two.firiends should, 
in their state, and with the medical opinion given, 
also have resolved upon visiting France^' is in 
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itfwise smfiriidQgl heitber ioori it' ast^sfa, ibst 
falhriBg ve9ohid' U> ga td cbe aoath, and Oflefma 
being in the fikect foad tathe'souUi, tbdjr i|iould 
h9^e takian tbst road iti tbe pareait b£ tbcir ob; 
ject, and «tap precasdy wberb'tfas^ i^d itopy to give 
rest and div^fBioa (the vefytfaiagfs thejr'caiiie'fi>r) t0 
&6 po6r Geofgiaa. - 

Tb«niagain) diot a FmsmAi gid if^aVery aincuiiiig 
thing, and tbat Litstttte tv^ a' FmticU giy l i-- ■ 

— Bol h&fii^I bavelBiireiy ehown ehpag^ of vthai 
may be callec^ iseci^ diuses in this afllnir, (o prove 
tbat It TeaBy ^99^ nqt- pmternatiind 1 and tdkf fbercr- 
fens vejituiB CD preceed mclbi lAy narratm* 
^ Tfa0 maeting'inay be coiic^v^d, bat ndt de$cnbed 1 
at l^east 110^ jyy me. ' I xiev^r^ wkd good at ^rbat ie 
called a scene, tbougb I caii4UthfiEilly'Tecotd irba^ f 
hsLsfB )|eeh t(M. ;'/.';. 

'.'The;ak<^i£ab»i0nt, tbe permfbaticn, the ftar^the 
joy, tb^ dfoubt, thecoHvincing embrace, t)|e sbake by 
ike band, ri^sew^d ' and ' reMwed, ^ili^ the pauvrb 
4^cmckrge t^amitttled inrtte9 ba^-grOond, astonndec^ 
dismayed, and yet ^lO' excited as to be naab^ to.quilr 
the'sf^t^ «il this thct reader innst faix^ for nie, and 
ailow^. the JMatqevvtalsuI^i^ a little, befiire I firo-* 
i^eed.with my story.' / x\ * 

: Amrnoi* two in tbe:gaUery brougbt^tbixigs a little 
fottnd ; 'and; we m*y .fiuicy the friends atof^iibg, as 
tbsg^:fkeq[iiendy di47 ^o^^^r^y^ perhaps te cii^ictse 
c3 
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each other; each thitiking, and not fiir wrong in As* 
iog so/tliathiB. friend's looks were allithe worse sittte 
they .parted. But when, to Tremaine's: question, ^what 
brought Evelyn to France, he answered, withiasig^ 
of anxiety, ^^ My daughter's health,"-^ the eagemesa 
with which the enquiry. was pursued, and. the:: over* 
whelming agitation with. which Tremaine learned 
that she was not only at hand, but almost within 
Yiew,-^all this I must trust to the reader^s imagina- 
tion ; for no picture of mine can do it justice, 
f. , ^Gracious Heayens ! " at last exclaimed Tre« 
main^ ; '^ what then has been my fate ! . I have been 
driven into banishment by Jber own command ; com- 
pelled by that contirhand to forego, to renounce, to 
lose her society; and find her by chance, only per* 
haps; to k>se her for ever ! " - ' . 

Evelyn was astonished at some parts of this speech, 
but endeaiipured to comfort him, by saying that their 
reunion' might do much for them all ; but at present 
the diifictilty was, to know how to break the intelli- 
gence of their extraordinary rencontre, without over- 
powerbg her already shattered nerves. 
f "Alas! my friend,'- said he, " to break up that 
opening scene, of what it might have pleased Heaven; 
to convert into the perfection of. mortal happiness, 
was sufficient bitteniiess; but ybu.must not.be. of- 
fended if I tell you,.y0tL made bitterness tenfold more 
bitter, by withdrawing as you did, without an inti* 
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matioii of your design, or vouchsafing afterwards, for 
near eigbteen long months, one single word of your- 
'^di^ your health, «tate of mind, or of those opinions 
upon which, you must have known,- the happiness 
of us all was staked. Surely this was unkind to my 
poor girl, and much has she rued it. God grant she 
niay ever yet recover I " 

Tremahie, infinitely moved, expressed his astonish^ 
men^ at this reproach; 

** Was I not exiled," said he^^^not merdy finom 
my hopes, but my delight in her society, by. her own 
determination ? Was not my continuance near her, 
or even in England, refiis^d by herself? Altef am I 
to be reproached with these sad consequences of se- 
paration, when I myself repined at what I thought 
her unnecessary caution, I' may say, almost her in- 
justice, for condemning me to it 3 '' 

^* Nay, now my dear friend," said Evelyn^ clasp- 
ing his hand, '^l cannot understand you ; you hintea 
riddles to me just now ; you have now told me a 
parad<»c which yourself must unravel. > To banish 
you. from our society,, much more. from England, was 
what neit^her I, nor.my poor girl, ever either wished, 
or pce^umed to. advise. Witness my own pursuit of 
you, first to Belmont, and then to Oxford." 

<^ Yon are equally paiadoxicaV returned Tre- 
maine ; /^ for surely the long. letters I wrote, both to 
you.and;Georgina, the night before I left Wooding- 
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ton^ might con?mce' jou, thai in leayiftg. you ^ t 
.did, I obieyed your owa wi^es, la these^ I l^iU 
to you to decide upon my stay or my banistim^nt 
^om Eoglafid itself, t«getb^ witli all ^rther loter- 
couTQe ; only entreating, that if the Uist Wa9 your 
.decisiofi, I might gatbiear it simply Aom y<mt Ml^ace, 
as I could not bear a formal decree;'^ 
. ^^ I^a^x all astonishment r' repUed Evelyn; "nor 
can I unriddle this mystery ; and.yet I am upon the 
whole pleased, for it coiivinces me that you were not 
|>roud." . 

"Proud! Proud ^CSetwginar' 

^^p! I ^OQ qnit4 sure y<^ coiild not be so. And 
yet these letters tfadt you speak, of { None of them 
ever came to hand«"r 

Tremaine ^tarted;| and rubbed his forehead,; m if 
to rouse recoUectton^" 

- « My stojundrel valet I "^ ^csdaiawd he, <* Ddpuis ! 
jdo JQU remember him f " 

^ It is impossible t^ ibrgcat him." 

" To him I confidfed these letters* I passed great 
part of the night in writing them; he took them ai 
e^rly morn, and joined me at Ferrybddge, where | 
waited for the answer; but answer, brought he 
none." . ; 

" J>id.he give no account ? " askqd Evelyn.^ 
, " Tqo good a one. He said h^ ^brought nie. y4»ttr 
. reacts, but that wa& all Alas ! from the form I 
had put it in, it was answer enough !" 



•.f^l oiwii this puzzles me/'said Evelyn. <<Peoplfe 
seUoioido ill witfaadt moti^ei imt hei^ w»&noJii« 
Merest." ' .. ' ' 

^'I am: equally embarrE^ssed^" said Tremaihe*^ 
That tbe jredd^r. unty tigit be eafbamissed; t^o, I 
amet nquestliiiii'to go back with vae to that last 
con^teisation l^ctwesh Evelyn and Watson, two 
mdnui^. after IVemaine^s departure from Wooding* 
ton^. in which Watson had- protested that, the 
Frenohman had been ordered ov«r to EvdyfiHall^ 
by his inasten . . 

. 7bis was' 8trt<^ly the truth ; but because he was 
^pdeped^' it 1^ no tqeaiis ibilows that hA obeyed^ In 
fkcty this prince of vatet» was much tte gr^% a man 
to allow any business^ eveft of a master, to interfere 
with his: own cohl»nieaee .or pleasures, and mucli 
too good a 'Frenchman not to have a little affiurof 
ga&ralry of his own on hand, exactly at tbc^ mo* 
m«it what. tUs order was given. Striotlyto obey, 
and wait at Evelyn.HaH tiil letters were written, and 
then ride post to :Ferrybrklge, wbiiM civerthrow all 
his fiiseBB, and prevent a {mnmsed meeting with the 
very fiffiy but blooming daughter of a heighboanng 
farmer. Sirom the orders issued, too, it was perbaps 
the only meeting b!S could ever enjoy with his Helen i 
and the flesb^uid blood of a Frenchman could not 
withstflfidthe^temptiati^n field out to him of hoped 
feNT^s^^^cees, in pbifet^e to the performMioe of so 
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tPijBing a duty as delivering a letter. As to CM* 
sequences, it was only to. take a verbal. .complimeiit 
to his master that his letters were received, and as 
he had resolved to c^uit a plac^ so little congenial to 
his tastes, he calculated, (and.. was not wrong) that, 
by giviiig instant. warning, he should be out of reach 
even of enquiry, long before his n^lect could . be 
discovered. Accordingly, he gave his few remfuning 
hours to. his assignation with his fiur ohej instead, of 
dancing attendance at Evelyn Hall; andas.ito the 
lettcffi, after an abortive attempt to read them, to 
guard against accidents he threw them into tl^ fii^« 
He then^ in conformity with his plan, on joining his 
master, persisted in asseverating that no answer, 
ferther than compliments, was returned. 

This, aa we.have seen, was. critical to the &te of 
Tremaioe^ to the health of Georgina, and the happi- 
ness of all. For we have hinted how Tremaine had 
shaped his application. He had indeed made Geor-. 
gina the iarbitress of his conduct. He had told her 
that he would either .continue. Within. the pale and 
protection of his happiness, as he called the precinct 
of Evelyn Hall, — where he would do his utmost, 
with the assistance of her fathei^ to work out. those 
opinions on which his all of hajlpiness . depended, 
but which even such a reward should . never make 
him forfeit his sincerity, in. professing without jQOfei^ 
viction ; or he would l^ave the neighbourhoQd^ and 
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evBti the kiii^om itsUfy if she prekned. ky or thoughfl 
it'iKMld^miduce mqst to the neiM>Yery of her own 
sereoity^-rrivhich begneved/be mdy to think he bad 
invaded... Qoly^ added be, with perbaps a too cautU 
ousaiid prophetic fear for bis own nervep, .^4f the- 
1^9t,shQiddbe your deoiaion^.and you really wish me 
n(^ to ^ee you more> do not boi^w me or yourself 
M(ith. seasons. Your silence, alone I diall too well 
cotnpi^hend, and no answer will he the n^ost deci^ve' 
one lean. receive." 

,, The. consequences of ail this are known^ and it 
foiyns only one more proofj though a vi^y special one, 

Of^ r;. . . ' : 

> *: ' Whui tpreai ti^exM firqfm tririal cimses tqsii&g.' ' 



CHAP. VII. 
THE XiOIRE. 



' At pleasure toe we lie> seat Ofleans.*' 

SBAKSPEARE* 



On Eve)yn^« return to the fishing-house, it re- 
quired infinitely less penetration than belonged to 
Geoif^ina,' to perceive that there was some interest 
in theiCbbteau de JSt. Jules, irbich her fkther, in- 
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g^enlnso otefidtogy ^as caroful to cmiQoal fiom.iw^ 
Bat thftt'lie should pr^)OBe Maying longer $ set all 
his nBts and aeryanta to work in making th? hooiti 
bothiimde aod OHjt^ tbore comlKMtak^le for hia in* 
^id s and even resolYe to tako & journey or two 
hioiBelf to Orleans lo make porcbasiQi for tliai pur* 
pose — ell this did not eurprize her. It fdl in ^nf. 
well with dtebttle taste fer adventure we ha^e ccmih 
memorated; and she was so delighted Jierself with 
her window overhanging the stream, - if dnty lb sit 
quiet and listen to the leaping of t}te tnxit in a 
hot in(Mmiiig,.€liat their slaying there s^med the 
most natural thing in the world. A very few articles 
from a menuii^ of Orleane^ brought by water to 
the very door of the fishing-house, made her feel 
quite at home, and she' was so soothed by the whole 
pastoral scene, that shejiad no wish to move. 

Still she could not account for her fitther's fre- 
quent long absences, .during the two or three morn* 
ings that afterwards ran on, and always, as he said, 
at the chateau, or at Orleans itself. It was in 
vain he expiaiaed. that, it was no loi^ger quite the 
empty house he at first thought it — that be had 
found a library and pictures, and loved the style of 
it ^o^e ^nd more; Hor .own wish to . vi»i it was 
elw&ys opposed^ on the . ground thiat . she Vtras toe 
wei^k to mount the hiH; a reason, filas! but too 
w^ll founded^, but on tha& very ^ccounl^ a rea- 
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iBoit also; is^ fivelyaV not I^^nug' bcfr so mikth 
alone. '■'■•• 

NevjBT was/a good fiuiW so 'pimle4 ^. ftUay 
curiosity, or pafry queslioiis from a-dadgii^ he 
io¥8d. lie (jbjecied to atl fiaud/ evwi^tbae hqc over 
fiovuiy n^ilti ptous. Yet, if ever it wold* be jew* 
lifled, it was surely bene. The graatest, ibe deepest 
interest, iii £iet, 4)cettpied him i and: to. gam a Uttlei 
a very little tifne before he eofild retotve "wheAer b^ 
ebouM earry IVemaiiie to bis ^aghter, iH^m^of 
the ¥^- ^Handst cijEHisequene^ to^his beai^^ bestitH 
terest*'- 

Itflii^ f»e sbpiirosedf tfaat his jit>y on tneet^biii 
ftteftd vmk not db absorbir^ as to be fhee'fidm a mix^ 
tar0 of anxiety abotitthe grtiU pqim. Id fiust^ \i 
l¥a$ uppei^iBotit ViXbhim, «ld initigled itself' th&u^ 
tacitly, with eyery.leeliiig that goUed bite, and 
ev^ry word he uttered. To restore Tietaaine ft'nd 
O0oigina to oihe another^ piisseiiide, yet still fbrbid 
their minds from mixitig, seemed not only ^^11^9 bttt 
in the big^^est d^ree dangerous^ - 
4 (^ the first day,^ therefore^ Ue^ki aH he oould to 
^i»de Tr^»i|ine*s al^^ wish to v^ait apon .QecN>> 
gina ; and the 6taie <)f her heahb fbrilisbed him vvith 
bat tdo good a reaton to {^evaiL Oti the second, 
having resolved to go to Orfeanft to prWidis fer their 
variOuil little #ants, h0 insisted upon -liis friea^'s 
doing thel^nduti^^f the city, with whi^ he was 
well acquainted. 
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Behold them, then^embaAjed ia one iof the coon- 
ti7 boats, with a lattice sail, laden with crockery and- 
wine jars, and gliding alohg that sparkling riTer, 
winding in beautiful reaches above three miki' 
through the fertile plain up to the Tery city ; luxu^ 
riant roet^ows on each side filled with people; the 
little hills riuag suddenly, and crowned with pretty: 
villas belonging to the bdns bourgeois. of the toiR^' 
with how and then a Chateau de Seigneur, like 
Mount St. Jules; the opening streets and churches 
a^ you a{iproach the mouldering but picturesque 
walls : all this, together with the equable, cheerfaV 
motion of the boat, the bells of the haraes, 'and 
spngs of the conductors in . the towing path, wouM 
have made fjvelyn, and Tremaine too, as hikppy a9 
sense, could have made them, but for their secre* 
thought, and ihward melancholy. 

^^ Confess this is a beautiful scene,'' cried Evelyn^ 
^^ and worth all that riches can procure, although 
we pay but a piece de vingt quatre sou9 tor it." 

^^ I do indeed," said Trem^ne, and I confess a\9f> 
that though I hate impertinent people as much* a; 
ever, I am now a^much ali^rea? pe^rbapctyou woiyl^ 
have m^ to the simpler scenes of mature ; — ^nay, and 
in my solitude I have at length learned to extract v 
am^useooent, if pot profit, from abppr* Perhaps 
too^"r-?and,he .hesit$ied|-HDayi even a blush, thoi:^ 
not. of pride, tinged his fidlow cheek as be; said it^ 
— " this is not all I have to'confess." 
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r:Sreiyil looked at bim with friendly anxiety, to 
efluomne in> his countenance if more was there than 
had met the ear. It » certaih that the interest 
irtiidi li^y uppermost with him, was/all excited^ 
Thlnfciiig he understood him, he exclaimed, - > 

<! With what delight shall I hail those Tenerd[>le 
piUesi we are approaching, if they have restored my 
'^ndi to us, such in all pcunts as Heaven intenAd 
hkm to be !" ; . 

This wa^ all the allusion he ventured to make to 
the one great subject of his thoughts, fife saw by 
tbi^Quuiner.Jrf which this was taken^ that he was 
under^tood^ . Itr was all he could then expect ; and^ 
iiideed, their arrival at the bu^ wharf where they 
were ti^liUid^ ptevented more. . 



CHAP. VIII. 

THE CLOISTERS.' 



''Al^kamre here we lie^ neur-Orleans/' 

SBAKtmRB*. 



** Ah ! que e*est une superbe ville qu* Orleans!" 
l^is is Afe exclamation of every* Frenchman as he 
afiproaebea it; and the eptehet is fti* cmce nt>t undei 
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tenrtd; Orlieabs riiaes Brom the vmtet in a Hide wmi" 
eiicnkr hill^ with a bridge bdow of lixteen ardi«^ 
and a teirace hanging above. Its UniveMity, found* 
ed by PldUtipe le Bel ; its forty toworft, and ferty^ 
eight Canonriesy of which twelve are dignitaries ; 
abore al}, its ancient grandeur as a Church, and all 
ita legends f-tHoes it not do^tbe w^rm heart goo4 
to see a place liie this pinHerved fireaai ^ttila by^ dii 
prayers g( a Bishop, and fiom the English by the 
sword of a holy nudd ? 

Evelyn thought of noneof these things, when he 
Ssnt landed ^th Tremaiae ; but, with a mind fUl 
of another subject, walked straight to the menui* 
sier?s, where they both busied themselv^ abovt 
Creorgina's comforts. Afterwards, iqd^, they w 
sited the cathedral, and having filled themselves 
^with much ancient lore, the short but impressive 
annals of the dead, they wfilked an old cloister, that 
abutted upon the Bishop^s garden, and seemed 
abandoned to them and silence hy all the world, 
save now and then where a solitary ecclesiastic 
crossed their path, in his habit, proceeding on the 
little business <^ the xhnrch, between jthe Bishop and 
the Chapter^ 

<« This is indeed,'* said Eyelyn, 

.'Tkcstiidious dqistenr^llfr ; 

^< And iia^^v0 movgh^" added hf^^lo^kingiat $li^ 
iirim^A9e cm^ifiit which b^ laHeljr beeaereetedii^ a> 
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t)bint #here tVv)o cloislen toet, and Cbgetb^r witU an 
abundance of painted glass, whose rich tinis blaz04 
in a'dtop glow of cddurtng from the BPfid-day stin, 
gave a solemn mi^nificence to the plftce', ^tr^i) in th^ 
eyes of a Protestant divine; :Ai tbftt iHonf^nty one 
of tte ecelediastics aWVe-mdntlOned passing through, 
crossed himself with great reVevencei' boWifig low ad 
fiepa^ed'che crudfix; 

*^ lam ito^&ujprised," said Tt^maine, *< at this 
dslehlation ; &nd. I diould eoitceiVQ, though' the re-> 
verence inspbrcd is evideiitly liirtifiqi?!, yet as tb^ 
object is to cre&te habitual rev^r^nce among ignorftnt 
peOpK it fs not without it^ \ise/' 

A^ young gid^ Wbo ciotildnot be above eighteen, 
and of; :ihe 'lower order^ bQt deoent: and serious ia 
herappearaikce,. now approached the crucifix, and 
passirf^ idto a little inclosed' niche, that bad the 
look -Qf a sbripe, ^hreW herself with fervcJur on her 
kitees, and with clasped b^nds and downcast eye&j 
from' whith tears at last fell, ejaculated s^eral pray« 
ersto hei^l^if) grea^t 9.^^tidently sincere emotion. 

*' Some petian^," observed Evelyn 5 and Ae two 
friends^ r^pecting her condition, : moVed from beri 
Hetuming, they fi>und' ber retiring ivith something 
like composure, after h^yii^ perfbrm^d'tbis imposed 
or volutytaiy duty, wbat^er it might be, 

<' Tbis does not seem artificial," ob^rved Evdlyo. 

« iGiBrtntely not j that poor giri'is all ehe better for 
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her devotions, from a confidence in their efficacy," 
said Tremaine, 

" She thinks her prayers have been heard,'' re- 
marked Evelyn. 

' ** Undoubtedly ! and this is a happy sight," 
^ ^' That you should at length think so !" said Eve- 
lyn, considerably moved. 

** I have long thought so,'* rqoined his fi-iend, 
^^ long (for why should I disguise it ?) felt all that 
sympathy which you once so memorably explainied 
to me, and felt too, that the devotion of sympathy is 
not unreal because it is sympathetic/' 

" My dear Tremiaine," cried the Doctor, pressing 
his hand, ^^ these are joyfol tidings to me. ' Bat 
why, Xfor I must in all kindness reproach' you) why 
have you concealed this so long from those who 
would have been so gladdened by hearing it ?*' 
• ^* You know not how far I can go, or where stop 
short," replied Tremaine : " I know not myself the 
extent of my own progress to what I would faiii tMtA:, 
and yet cannot be convinced, is truth. I am not 
what I was— tl even detest my former blindness, faiy 
hardness of heart.' But even now I am little sure; 
I aim indeed still fulf of doubts; and were this a pro- 
per place and time, Lovould immediately open to yoa 
this too inter^ting, too saddening field of thougtit. 
At any rate, the time seems come for coiifesisions, &r 
other than those of the poor girl who hus just left tis. 
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Iiiav% howeyer, been, restrained from this and e^ery 
thing, by doubts of another nature/' 
" I' beseech you explain/' said Evelyn* 
<^ Briefly then, I suspected my own motives might 
not be^o sincere as yet they must be, before even the 
Hi^vem I aim at here below should be mine, if really 
I could gain it." 

, *' And tl^s,'.l added he, after a pause, " is one, 
the strongest reason, for my thinking myself hot yet 
in a condition tQ make the very few communications 
I have for you." . . 

. .^^ Still, and always honourable," exdaimed Eve- 
lyn,, fervently ; " but I beseech you explain even 
Uere (and I know no place more- appropriate out of 
pur own England), explain here and at once ^o what 
point you have attained, and what is still in doubt." 
*^ Alas r'.retumed Tremaine, " 1 have the misery 
of not knowing, as &r as reasoning and principles are 
concerned, whether I have gained any thing. But 
t^QOtestly can I aver, that the feeling of religiotiy 
which I had so long allowed to be stifled in me, be- 
Cf^use, as. I thought, not supported by reason — this 
filing bfks returned, and I own deliciously. It has 
often expanded my very heart.'* 
... f^It h worth a universe,!' tcried Evelyn, "and 
jtjfs^cends all .the philosophising and all the systems 
tbat ever drove poor reason mad. For, say what the 
/iK#t orthodox may, of the proofs from argument and 
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contJVtcrsy^ one spark of genatoe pieus ^mtitnie 
and reverence to God die Creator and dispehaerof 
all good, one iptixk v£ this^ iariskig in llie kcui^ nk a 
mtre ftetmg^ without a proof beside, is woittt a 
tfaousand^fold ioor^ dian die moat perfect txM cdn-i 
tictton that any 'metapfaysictan cbaid be satisfied 
with." 

^< £s that your creed ?" aiiked 'rvemaioe* 

^ It is. X have always held it, always dang -to it^ 
and think the poor Indown who '^sees God ih tclonds, 
and hears him in the wind,' happier than he, who ar« 
rives it the saiae triith aftei' the most Tefihed and 
happy diediictions of l^eaaofdng.'' 

Tremaihe paused a few ninntes^ then observed, 
^ I beyeve, nay I am dure yon are right as to the 
effect. The feehng was once mine^ tmt inr ^rly, 
very early youth. 'It was reasoning, veasoatng ifhat 
could not satisfy me, but brought all intbxloabe; it 
was this that depraved me so long of this preeidQSr 
feefing." 

<^ But it is restored 1" exclaimed Bvelyii. 
' ** It is, in a degree ; nor can I ever now contem- 
plate the i|ice of happy nature, under whatever form 
it may come before me, whether animate or iiMmi'' 
mate, without feelmg, ^nd delightfoHy toci, 'the 
beauties and beneficence of its Author^ But though 
{ do not, as formerly, o^rwfaelm myself with un- 
&thomable calculations ppbn hi« deKgn, or upooa 
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tmr place in the order of things, I am still tormented 
bjr the inextricable difficulties' drawn from the exist- 
ence iof evil, and the seeming vmnt of a: moral Pro^- 
dfiooe^ . ^But my religion would be one of obedienee, 
resignation, and gratitude, were there no other*" 
. "Good!" sf^d Evelyn;" bat may we not^add 
also, 6ne of confidence and hope hereafter ?" 

^* I wish I coald say so," answered Tremaine; 
" but to this, alas! 1 have not advanced. The theo- 
ries, indeed, of Democritu% Lucretius, and Spin6za, 
^Hobbs, ai|d all the. Academics, were never T^ery in-^ 
fluential in making my mind the sea of doubt it 
sometimes has been, even as to the universe ; for they 
Cread on atheism-^firom ivhich I have been always 
^exempt. But though exempt, as to the existence and 
general power of a Creator, they have puzzled me 
.sometimes as to particulars even in physics, until I 
ioami it necessary to b^gtn anew with the new phi- 
losophy ; and, glad 1 am to say, that the fellacies of 
liucretius and Des Cartes have completely melted 
away before the warm sun of Newton, and his illus- 
trious school •• Safely, therefore, I. can assert, that I 
am as alive as you would have me, in regard to the 
existence and power of God — to the glowing im« 
figery of yqur beautiful Psalm ; 

' WMther sball I go then, Crom thy presence ? . 

f If I climb up into heaveiiy thou art there s if I go down to hell> 
Uu»i artthen aUo." 

VOL. III. D 



<^ This is 83 I would have it," said Ewlyn. ' 
^^ Bui truth compels me to confess," added Tte* 
naioe, ^ that I am not yetaUe to go on with this 
too flattering, too soothing^ fts well as beautifol 
language: 

* If I tak» tlie vnngs of tlie morhiiig^ and rfeHudn in the ntter- 
3no8t parte QftlHBiKBm i 

. '^m there 4(f9:«M['4^ KttaiJ^^ne, nrndO^ rigki handtMl 

^^Alas!" soid iSyc^lyn, ^^ bow mu^h is myhc^ 
oistdown. YoM beli^i^e not.yet^ then, that the 
}(a]|d of Providence l^ads us?" 

*< I dQ no* say s^" wsiwered Trewiaiai^. *^ I say, 
i^tjher, that' I beUevQ in it most eis^ti^^ly in the na- 
tural worid, but am noi so eonidefit las to the moraL 
Aut: even: were I as ftilly persuaded of His pei^etual 
itnd obxtaUs interfer^ice^ ils the Jews themsehres 
were throui^OUt |hw history^ shall I own ita*you 
anothei! ri)ck agailvst wbi$b I hliife Itog been beating 
nly^elf^ Plovidenee, ds to this >world^ by no means 
im^es the existence of another^ but lather the con- 
l^Uf^l and all my doujlHs ^ to th)^ n&tureof the 
sdvl^.ar a$ to materialism MA immateriaiiamj would 
by no ineans be. retiev^di eten were lay difficulties^ 
as to the moral governndent of the world, completely 
cleared up." 

^^ We are in a sad wide sea jndeed>" said Evelyn, 
mournfully : " how dilBerent is this from yotir open^ 
ing!" 
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r ^^ Do nat| hoWeyeri: misUttderBiaiid me^" returned 
Treoviine. ^^ Though my ddubts are by no laeans 
^Uled, medilfiiion and study, and guides whom I 
.>li§f{ ]iiut tob much alighted, have Jet in much light 
npoQ a mind, not only dark in itself but dark from' 
its own wilfulness. To have unsettled wrong, is 
surely a-step, and not an.inconsiderableone, towards 
^Uliittg right. AhPTe idl, it is not to you I need say 
that the^e very difficulties are themselves one of the 
£)i)nd£^tions of /revelation.'* 

"My dear friend," cried Evelyn, in a tone of joy, 
ainounting to elation,, <^ if yoii have advanced thus 
fftf,^^ great ind0ed has been your progress. May God 
bless the wpAl" 

.. f^ Stop,^' interruptied Tremaine, 'f nor misconstrue 
me OQ the other «ide. The darkness I was in, and 
Y^hiph^ though l^ss gloomy, I still want your help to 
diq^l for evj&r, wa? so thick, sp impenetrable^ that no 
i^^yelatipo Qould pierce it. It rendered all ejffort use- 
ksSj because, . .while it existed, it was inconsistfsnt 
With th^ truths whidi you. say come from God. Now 
4II of you agree that even the omnipotence of God 
is not equal 4P establish a contradiction." 
. " Prt^Qft^tedlyi". said Evelyn. 

*^ Then, U? me, revelation oiice . appeared a con- 

tradii^tion to what I b^eved, both witl^ respect to 

P.rovi4en<^e, and, to the soul. I have allowed I am 

much ^k^n : help Itie finally to destroy my opinions, 

D 2 
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by relievthg me from my doubts^ and I' will promise 
you that revelation itself, being then no longer a con- 
Qudiction, will be no longer the difficulty.'^ 

<^ Too candid to be long unfortunate," said Eve« 
lyn ; ^^ how am I to understand this last intiB^tion V* 

^Vln the language of one of your wisest sup* 
porters," replied Tremaine, ^^ in language which I- 
have got by heart; although, lest I should ever &il in 
remembering a word of it, it is here in my tablets." 

So saying, he read, from his memoranda, the intro^ 
ductory passages to Paley's Evidences. 

'^ Suppose the world we live in to have had a Crea-' 
tor; suppose it to appear from the predominant aim 
and tendency of the provisions and contrivances ob- 
servable in the universe, that the Deity, when he 
formed it, consulted for the happiness of his sensitive 
creation; suppose the disposition, which dictated this' 
council, to continue; suppose a part of the creation to 
have received faculties from their Maker, by which 
they are capable of rendering a moral obedience ta 
his will, and of voluntarily pursuing any end for which 
he has designed them ; suppose the Creator to intend 
for these, his rational and accountable agents, a 
second state of existence, in which their (situation will 
be regulated by their behaviour in the first state, (by 
wjiiich .supposition, and by no other, the objection U> 
the divine government, in not putting a difi^rence be* 
twe^n the good and the bad, and the inconsistency of 
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tins, coafufiioh with the care and benevolence discover* 
able in the works of the Deity, is done away;) sup- 
pose it to be of the utmostimportance to the subjects' 
of this- dispensation to know what, is intended for 
them; that is, suppose the knowledge of it to be 
highly conducive to the hapjnness of the speciesr^a 
purpose, which so many provisions of natu/b aire 'cal- 
culated to promote; suppose, nevertheless^ almost the 
whole race> either by the imperfection of their facul- 
tkesi the'misfortuae of their situation, or by theloss 
of some prior revelation, to want this knowledge^ and 
not to be likely,: Without the aid of a new revelation^- 
te attaiA it:'— under these circumstances, is it im« 
probable that a revelation should be made ? Is it 
incredible that God should interpose for such a 
purpose? Suppose him to design for mankind a 
future state, is it unlikely that he should acquaint; 
them With it?" ' 

'. "I remember these important prtitcipta full well/' 
said Evelyn. 

." To every word of these consequences I sub- 
scribe,'* continued Tremaine, ^^ but to go along with 
the immensity of the suppositions, is at present be- 
yond me. Once prove that they are to be made out 
by reason, nay, that reason does not even contradict 
many of them, and I can feel no obstinacy on reve- 
lation itself." 
Evelyn could by no means suppress his joy. He 
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shook hands with Tremaine again and again^ aiid; 
would have embraced him, bat tliat he was withheld, 
by his fear of A scene. 
At length,. breaking silence, he exclaimed^ — ' 
" Be assured, my good (Kend, you are notfiir frooL 
the kingdom of God. For, if all that keeps you frooL 
revelation is its supposed incompatibility with any; 
rational belief or disbeli^ in natural religion, I 
pledge myself, (with your prejudices joyfully beaten^ 
down, as you say they are by your own efiTorts,) ta 
satisfy you that no such incompatibility ever did, or 
ever can subsist. Shall we proceed' now ^'' 

*^ I think not," said Tremaine. -^ Our time 
presses;- you wiUbe' missed at home ; and. I am, 'be- 
sides, too much moved with this whole rencontreof 
ours, to recall my scattered thoughts. 1 cannot do 
justice to my former masters, nor marshal my db^ 
jections fairly. Let us seek again our bealutiful river> 
or visit the meadows about tliis plac<^. ' I will show 
you where the great Guise fell, as so many other 
great men have fallen, by the hand of an assassin." 
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CHAP. IX- 
NATURAL IMMORTALinr OF THE SOUL. 



*^ My SoiQ! Whet can It do to that? 
Being a tMng immortal as itsein" 

«HAK8n$4RK* 



' The Chateau de St. Jules has been in part de^ 
scribed; but we scarcely mentioned the gall^, into 
"vrhich the turret where Tremaine had &xed bis study 
opened, as wie said, by a little staircase^ .This gal^ 
lery was sixty. «r seip^nty feet long, ranging iteelf on 
the side of the Loire, which its high mmrow windows 
Goimmanded if) beautiful perspective. It was almost 
tbe only apartment of the house which had any thii% 
like furniture, for It was matted, and had a. few high 
backed chairs with twiated rails, : and on the walls 
hung sereral portcaitevof statesmen,, warricnnr, and 
l^ilosbphers, of the seventeenth t&atxxry^ Among 
these, though dhuefly of the Court of Lewis XIV^ 
was Newton. 

True to bis appointment^ an hour had not pMsed 
after break&st, before Evelyu left his daughter onee 
more, in search, as. he said, of a proper boait to be 
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hired at Orleans, in order to give her the pleasure of 
the water excursion he had enjoyed the day before, 
and which he had described with not more feeling 
than truth. If, considering his motives for conceal- 
ment, not to reveal the whole of his design was a 
crime, the Doctor was guilty ; for it is certain be 
thought not of going to Orleans, till he had seen and 
conversed again with his friend. 

They took several turns in the gallei7 before either 
of them began, — not from ^being unprepared, but 
from being too full of their subject. In the course 
of the perambulation, Evelyn was struck, every time 
he came to the end of the gallery, with the portrait 
of his countryman, that has been mentianed,-r*the 
£nding of which, so unexpectedly, and among such 
a number of Frenchmen, seemed more remarkable 
than it really <vas. 

"I cannot," said Evelyn, « look at this representa- 
tion of surely the greatest intellect that^ver belong^ 
.to li mortal, and reflect that that intellect only made 
him, more fixed and firm in his belief; I caiinoldo 
this without reflecting more deeply oii the case of 
those who are tossed in doubt till they are wrecked, 
merely because they disdain a pilot."- 

" I at least am not one of those," observed Tre- 
maine— " and if I have now no pilot, (unless it be 
yourself) it is only because those ^ I have followed 
have prov^ .unequal to vvhat they have undertaken." 
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^f* My ^ear friend^ will ypu tell me whom you; have 
feUowed?" 

Tr^maine hesitated, and at length observed, ** 1 
mean not any one in pj^rticular ; but with a mind 
teeming with objections, when I came to eonsult 
them, tion^ could give me the satisfaction I required. " 

*^ Perhaps you required too much," said Evelyn. 

^ I think not," answered Tremaine— ** I required 
only truth." 

' ** WTiat is truth?" — remarked Evelyn, ^^ waa once 
asked with fearful curiosity, if not with reverence, on 
a much more awful occasion. We, at least, will not 
be so cruelly and criminally indifferent to it after- 
wards, as he who asked it proved to be : and we will 
not with himyZDashbur hands , and by that act think 
vfe may leave the world to its horrors." 

" But even Pilate," rejoined Tremaine, " was 
anxious . . *. i . ." 

<^ He cared not to enquire," interrupted Evelyii : 
"truth came not of its own accord ; and finding it 
troublesome to pursue k, he plunged into sin and 
blood, fi'om mere indoleney and weakness of -cha- 
racter. How many, alas! are of the same com- 
plexion among us." 

** Again 1 say, I anl not one of them J'* said Tre- 
saaina. * . 

- " Of. that I am sure," answered Evelyii ; "you 

are too good. But will you tell me yOur difBcuUiefi 

D 3 
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withf preeiftioTi, that I Quty ti'^.toanHrer tbem? -"Js 
the truth you require, certainty, equal to matbeiiia*- 
tical ? or will strong probability content you?'' 

^ In generalibus yersatur error," observed Tre- 
maine. ^^ How much is left in miserable doubt, or 
absoliitely. lost, under that specious but doubtftil 
strong probabilitj/ r^ 

" And yet," said Evelyn, "the vvhok business of 
the V7orld, all that impels the heart aild activity of 
man ; that upon "Whiclr he will^rery day risk his all, 
nay his life, has no surer foundation." 

" Youmea[n then," said Treraaine, rather eagerly, 
" that the pbligatlons of virtufe and morals are merely 
strong probabilities 1" 

" As compared with the mathematical truth you 
require, and distinct frofti one other thing, I dp," 
answered Evelyn. . 

" That other thing?" asked Tremaine. . 

" Christianity," pursued his friend; ^^ thtf only 
thing I know which can stand in the place of your 
mathematical truth. Whoey^rbelieves^ haaaniutho« 
rity in morals at least as high a$ the dem^mstFation 
of the Geometrician." 

" This I have conceded," said TreuMune. 

" We are?, howjcver, not yet ripe enough for this 
part of our subject," answered Evelyn. "I wish to 
discuss the religion of nature, before that of revda- 
tion; nor do I at all mean to cicatrize yoiir doubts 
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with mere a«tboniy> and lefiy€i.|(Mi flouting' ia nof 
certainty, before ycm bx^ ^ believer^ AU I iiit^nd to -. 
say ia, ti|at apipng thoa^ wko believe^ the authority, 
of ChristiaDity in morals is ihs thing which attflweri 
to mathenpaiii^al detnonstration ia g^oioetry. Ke« 
TerthelesB, even witboUi Christianity^ I coQtead that 
the strong probabiliues I have mientioQediare so fear- 
fully eoavincing to the mind and heari of rnan^ thai 
be is a bold one who doubts ; nvskch more who lets 
his doubts so get bold of ' him, as to M^floeace hk 
€ondu€t as if he had arrWed at certainty on the 
^th^eideb^' 

^^ That a^sto^ as I have said, is not my case^^! ob- 
served Tremainei ^^but I wish to know how you 
a{^y ^4^is to a future, slate T' 

^ Wh; i\x\A :— *that th^i^ are ten thousand ai^gu-* 
ments for it, and not one qgainst it I '' cried Eyelya* 

<^Ohl that of your tea. thousftnd there were but 
^ne eetiain and d^nnnistrable i" 
. " What would <?«n|^t you J" 

" The return of on^ e:fen of btot one^ wJho had 
lived in the other world.? 

<^ Christ alone is that person,"! answered Evelyn ; 
^>tad for .thb,' I igf(Be our a^rgmne&t is not rifje^ 
But on toy &ide 1q| me ask the reason for doubCl/' . 

^< Why thifl^ if nothing else; and I am willing tia 
allow. I hate little else : the total destruction, anni« 
hilalKon, and di8a|q)ea0uice of eveiy thii^ beloagiog 
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to as. That ispdtitiveoh tliedne side; while on the 
other^ not a vestige beyond conjecture, (how pleasing' 
or beautiful soever that dear illusive field !) that any 
thing lives again. Take the most exquisite work of 
art^the. Jupiter of Phidias. It seems to live, to 
breathe; fire is in its eye; intellect and dignity on its 
brow; we acknowledge the fitther of Gods and men> 
^e worship, we adore ! - Suppose, for a moment, this 
Matue hollowed out, and filled with an extraordinary 
mechanism of clockwork. It begins to move ; it 
fiods'; it thunders ; it may even be made to produce 
death. It stalks with dignity round a given space ; 
and^fbr a time, the ignorant believe it to be what it 
appears. But of a sudden, it stops ; the movii^ 
power is at an end ; its faculties are lost. A bar- 
barian sei'zes and dashes it to [Heces. It is crumbled 
and reduced to powder, ijt can ho more refum lo the 
marble whence it came, but is mixed with igno- 
minious mud, and can be even traced no longer. 
I know this statue had not real life ; but barring the 
blood and breathing, the vision and hearing, of our 
bodies, (which are all mere modes of matter, even aa 
this divine work of Phidias was,) what difference, 
when they oome to be destroyed by death, ot the 
hand of the barbarian, seems there to be, betWeax 
the. statue and the man i The lastappears a mere 
machiiie as well as the first; more nicely put to- 
gether indeed; more exquisitely contrived ;. with a 
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therefore (to more powerful edicts ; but all of them 
to> be accountblfor by the operation of these senses, 
which you yourself* I imagine, will not deny to be 
simple matter. I ash the end and finish of all, when 
these senses* decay, and the li&- blood is out? The 
machine of the man, like' the machine of the statue, 
equally faUs to pieces,! and* is trodden, iiito dust* 
Hence, with Lucretius, may we not say-^ 

'Nnnc quoniam quassatis undique yasis, 
•Difflnere hnmorem et laticem discedere cerais^ 
. Crede animam quoque diffandi.' 

** In short, the excellent warm motion has become 
a kneaided clod ; and the issue of all seems to be, 

- * To lie in cold obstruction^ and to rot" 

'Tremaine here paused, seemingly moved with his 
own account of hiniself. " Yoii put this well, ".said 
Evelyn, " and I beseech you to proceed/' 

" I have little more to add," said Tremaine, " but 
that after the most' anxiotis investigation I am able 
to .make of our Intellectual pow^,' and all I have 
read of the nature of thought, I cannot convince my- 
self that it is not what Xiiicretius and others have 
&ncied. it*7-a very subtle, and very wondei'fiil effect, 
for a given time, of the nice and extraordinary adap* 
tation of parts in the wonderful machine ; . in the 
same manner, though not in the same degree, and by 
no means in the same manner to be disc<)vered, as. 
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the machtne xf clockwork I have supposed. Bat 
both, are broken to pieced ; I see all the fragment^ 
before me; I can put\almo8t.aU together again, ot 
at least account fpr those which I cannot. Who, 
then, shall tell ime that one of these machines is to 
live again,, and not the other 2 Or who shall say 
there is nothing in the clockwork^ (because we can>4 
not see that there is,), tvhich will either continue to 
live itself^ or make that work live again; aad yet 
that there is something in. the man which is to pro- 
duce all this effect, althougb9 any mpre than in the 
clockwork, no one has ev^ seen it> will see it, or can 
see it r 

^V Again I say," observed Evelyn, "you put thia 
matter exceiedingly well; Yoltaire himself would 
have been obliged to you. You beat him ajl'to 
ttothing with his beltows and its dfipper^ which, he 
says, is its so'uL" 

^^ Whatever I may once have thought^ J[ hav^ long 
felt that to be a very fhdiah .sally/* said Treiauoe*. 

^Not so foolish for his profligate purpose^" ao-y 
^wered Evelyn, " which was to sap, by ridicule and 
disrespect, what he could not beat down, by argu- 
ment. And yet, as an argument, though yoiir image 
is the nobler, his (excuse me) is at least as coa^ 
vincing." 

"I meant it as a mere illustration," sidd Tre-*. 
maine, " to show, that if one machine was destroyed^ 
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Md coriiessediyi coilM^npt W i^tDred, 8^ must it b^ 
with the other. But I shall rejoiceif you can shoW 
my supposition to baa faltedy^-^ 

^^Voltadte meant no more than you," replied 
Evefyfl, ^^andJbothof yoware open to this andw^^ 
—you both take for gmnted, that the mind of niafr^ 
as well as his body, is a madiine." ' 

^ It is even so," said Treihaine. *< Every thing I 
see, every tfain;^ I know, is lost tod clos^ in d^tttb: 
Without revelation^ (to which, as you say, wfe httve 
not yet eome, and I agree it it better for the ai^« 
m^fit that We should kbep it for its own plaic^,) «ri^ 
ever h^rd of th<^ pthiei* world^ except in the fond 
&ncies bf poets and pl^ losophers ? Who ever visited 
it, who ever knew that any one; was carried to it^ 
much less Tetcimed#om it, or wa$ brought to judg^ 
ment before its tribunals I Who ever saw or fdt 
either Heaven or Hell ^^But as, like children in 
the dark, we generatly feac what we are uneertein 
about, and this fear is at least a convenient instru^ 
ment for our nurses, and ali^rwards for our gover** 
nors, can I think that sentiment either very foidii^ 
oY tery impious, which has caused so much altierca^ 
tiort on both ^ides-— 

* Primus in orbc Dcos fecit timor ?" • 

" Let us take you upon your own supposition,*' 

• It was fear that first- produced Gods* 
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ansvir^red Evelyn, "and s^, practically, to what thw 
would amount." .. 

" I desire nothing b^tte*",*' said Treniaihe. 
; " Suppose a ^hip were periodically to arrive from 
30ttM &r off and unknown country ; that a band of 
armed men should land firom it without opposition ; 
should call upon' all the chiefi and rulers of the 
plac^ and, like .the iknious Cretan ship of dd, 
should demand firom them a certain number of yic- 
tims, which should be obediently supplied tp them ; 
suppose the armed men themselves should point out 
these victiAis, at their will and pleasure, without any 
known rule or principle, — seizing upon the yOuog, 
the gay, and the happy, the innocent in&nt, or the 
blooiiiing bride ; and although the mdst bittet grief 
aiid lamentation possessed every body, no one had 
«ver the thought, mtich less the power, of resisting 
the detnand; oh the contrary, that all should submit 
to it in silent awe. Suppose, farther, that thesfe vic- 
tims, once embarked, were never known to retiim, 
60 that every one was utterly ignorant of their &te ; 
but that the ship, regularly returned fcfr more, until 
all the inhabitants of the place Were carried off, and 
new generations succeeded to await the same fate^^ 

** Your supposition is awful enough," cried Tre- 
maine ; ** and it is evident that by your ship you 
mean death." 

" I do," said Evelyn ; " and I ask you, or any 
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tlhis regular arrival and regular departure ^with indif- 
ferejice?", 

" I CQuld not," answesred Tremaiue^ 
: f' I ask ypu farther," contiuued Evelyn, "whether 
.you could poGtsibly refrain from wondering whence 
this ship came, ^r.whitber phe retqrned ? Or if any 
thoughtlepQ, or even thoughtful .ma|>. were to say 
she came from ][io place^ and rettirned to. no plliCQ ; 
and bepauseyou. could not tell' what became of the 
victims, that therefore tiQthidg became of them ; 
would you be satisfied with thi^^ and set . the whole 
.matter at ^rest^ as if |he ship had never come, or 
npyer would come again ?" 

f\ I should not," replied Tremain^, 

*? Yqu will observe," pursued Evelyn, " I say 
nothing of the influence of this periodical visit upQn 
condu<^, but merely upon opinion. You would 
then, probably, speculate upon the destination of 
jthi^ship, and not easily believe thos^ who said she 
J^ad no destination at alU" 

^^ It is natural so to suppose," said Trem^n^. 
, -/* And if," asked Evelyn, "during one or two 
visits, the head of thi^ armed band were to point his 
dart at you, or tp tbjrow his eyes over you, as if exa- 
mining whether ypu might not be a proper addition 
.tOvthe next cargo of victims ; — if, indeed, be were 
^to.tellyou in termS) to pirepai*e, for that your turn 
would be next • . • , • .^^ 
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. « Whet tl»n ?" 8aM Tr^nuuM* 

^ Wby, tben, your curiosity a^d speculfttioa 
would probably increase ; and you would not deem 
it satisfactory to be told 'by any of your frieilds, 
however sincere in their opinions, that it. ought 'not 
ti» ooncem> you> except in so &r as diat it t0(^ you 
firom your Aimily, and the good thihgd you were 
Wjoyiiig i ft>r as tiolhing eret Was known of the fiUfe 
bf ^ese victims that had gotie bdfore ydu^ it wafs 
)it*esuinable they had no fate at all. Would this bfe 
a reasonable supposition V* asked Eyelyn* ' 
• Tremaine owned it wbuld not. 

" But what," continued the Doctor, " if you 
were told, (still upon no evidience but a presumptioii, 
and that a capricious one,) that at best they sil fell 
asleep, never again to wafce ? Once more 1 ask^ if 
this would satisfy, would make you indlflferent as to 
what was to happen to you when your turn came to 
obey tlie summoi^ ?^* 

<^ I allow it would not,*:' answered Ti!!$toaM|0$ 
^^ yet, I think, there is tluk'&lkucy ki your iUustnet* 
tion :--AVa^e the sUip sail away, and'you suppose 
these victims carried off ative ; whereas, in deiitfa, 
w^ see 110 beiisg' whil^tever curried ^off, and the poor 
remnants of mortality still remain, moidileritlig to 
nothing, or actually mixing into .otlier subHfaneeB 
before our eyes. iHius, death is a mht^ privation, a 
hiegation,.as it were, of th^ powers we seeintbe 
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body during liTe^ but the body itself remaind, aTid 
we know what becomes of it. How does- 4h(i taUy 
vfkhydur supposition/ tinder which the body (tftat 
is the victim) disappears at the- same momiAit witli 
the powers '6f life ?'• - 

^« I uhderstitnd you,'* said EirfVftk { « and yoai? 
obs(*rvd.tion rieqtiings th^ fulkst amwet. PeA^ptf 
you will be ^urpirisedif I -say^ that for ail tbat^'tniM 
IB the triiie picture, ybui^d the faUacidus one*' Most 
true it is, in mine I hare supposed, £>ir the sate of 
illustration, the mortal part to be carried oif in ihy 
sl^ip, iq the sMfte manner as all aufhoi*s^ sacred dhd 
profane, all' prophets, po^ts,' painters, and every 
sfiind warmed wi^ genius, hare imagined the there 
nifgdtiim deaxhy tx^ be an a<^tual person, a king 
crowned wltfi terroi^ But it is evident, that by the 
pei^ons of my victinlis, :I. mean |fae soul, wluch^ 
bding invisible^ intangible^ and^ in short^ }mper«- 
ceptible to sense^ it is impossible to demonstrate,. td 
ihat sense at leasts what may be ita &te;'' 

^ In your illtistraiionj tUen,*' observed Tremaitie^ 
^^ your visible being is put for an invisible one." 

" It is,'* answered Evelyn ; " and, as 1 contend^ 
itsuffidehtly reftites the (^rge that the iUustmtion 
itself is fiillacious.^^ • . 

^^Mine is, at least, the Mmptei^*' rejoined Tl^i 
maine; <Mt rests itself upon tl^ absolute demonstra* 
tion of ilie «ieijies,Whifo yours is conjectuilebilly. Tt> 
conjecture, miheccKn hev^r be subject; its material 
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nature) tt9 oneness, (if I may so call it,) protectt ir 
from that." 

^ Be not too sure," obtenred Evelyn, pointedly, 
i Tremaine looked surprised. 

^^ I have said," continued his friend, " yours waff 
the ftJHaoious picture ; atid it is so in this,-^that you 
assume, in. respect tp the . clockwork you. have sup- 
posed, that the whole of it is.material, aiid obviQUS 
to sense, as you have charged me with having .suj>-- 
posed the soul." _ 

** And is it not so ?" 

*<NoI for yoti forgot the moat important part q1 
ij^ the primum mobile that sets it goings" 

*^ Not s0," answered Tremaine^ with eagertieSflu 
^^ I know that it goes not of itself, and must have, 
a weight, Or spring, or some great mechanical power, 
to give it its impetus ; but all this experiences the 
same palpable destruction with the rest of the ma- 
cliine^" 

^^ Aye ; but what gives impetus to the mechanical 
pQWer itself?" asked Evelyn, folding his arms, and 
fixing his eyes in scrutiny upon his friend. Tre- 
maine hesitated. 

" Pursue this," continued Evelyn, " and you will 
find that even in your material n(^achioe, something 
immat^erial, buf c^iLmaJung force, something quit^as 
iinobvious to sense as the soul, ;and only, like the 
soul, to be known by its eflfettd, must c&use, in 
reality, every one of its operations* Your weight is 
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nothing but the attraction of grayity ; your spring 
the attraction of cohesion ; yet, whence these are, o# 
how they operate, no man that ef er liyed, or proba- 
bly ever will live, can tell." 

Tretnaine was obviously struck. 

*^ You will at least not say," pursued Etelyn^ 
^^ that these attractions, even ifmattrialj are visible, 
or tangible, or perceptible to sense. You cannot^ 
therefore, include them among the fragments which 
you say you, see mouldering to nothing, or actually 
mixing into other substances before your eyes." ^ 

Tremaine owned he had not considered this, land, 
that the argument was of the gi^test consequence 
against his own conclusions, "4Still, however," 
added he, ^' that they irrefiragably support yours, I 
do not see." . / 

** I reason upon it thus," said Evelyn. " In the 
human frame, as in your clockwork, more is netes^ 
sary to cause its action than what is obvious to sense; 
IiX.your illustration, it Js the attractions you have 
supposed ; under, mine, it is thought, volition, mind 
. — ^in short, the soul. Even in yours, the destruction 
of the machine does not, as you at first supposed, cfe- 
fmmstrate- the destruction of the moving pdWer; 
mine, therefore^ may ranain, (at least it is open toproof 
that it may soreiiiaih,>after;ithas cea^dtoactintbe 
body. It is departed, but whither, no one knows; 
any more than whence it came, how it came, of in 
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what manner its iinion with tbe hpdy isfor^ifecL . Tofti 
tell poe it is materifil. ^ G^r^o^ ji^rf of your clockworl^ 
certainly is' 80 : bui jf infk^eriai, ghoul^ wq not. si^ il 
upon the breaking up of * th0 jDaachioe^ iii the wne 
manner as you say Wc^ flp^tbe ^lockwcwfc? Or if we 
s«ee only fhe- wheels, the : oi^^izfit^ qf ; tbe> clock- 
work, a|ul not tl^e 1^ ppwer that gtyes it motspn, 
may it not |0 be with that niysteripus ynidn of ^om^I 
and' body, comtitutkig t|i^. hif mm belpg T' 
Tremi4i)e paus^ &r a minji^feey wheo, rallyt^^ b^ 

continued^r- ' 

'^ After all, inay We not stippofie life to be merdy 
ihs^ cQDfiguiatiW) tb^t or^nijsatipn of vm^^ 
which fitK il; wwtly to be acted upon, in the w^ it 
is, by A^ diCEbreUt attractions, fenm^nfeatiptif, Wd 
whatever it is that first produces motion^ niyl that 
w^en this.orga«iiz8(tiP9 ^ wOrn out or tnt^iri^pied, 
.the aptitude tp rec^iv^ t^i^ ipotion ceasing life is at 
an end r* 

< " This is not absolutely impossthle,*' Feturnfd 
iBvelyn ; *^ but, from youp own hyp^hesi^ whatever 
ihe adaptation of th^: parts, the power ori^naUy 
giyingthe motion is, ypu see^ iis^materiajL But eifest 
if it were ii[fati»ial, how cao aBy.Adaptadon) confign^ 
ratip%. or prgf^nm^ion of inere matter, account £ir 
ihou||:¥l^Wii)}$jud9nent,and9{ above all, caasciotis- 
^?^'-:'0f • . • '. .: • -. .: -^ \-: *i .v^ - 
^ Andwby notJ" asktdTtemainei \ 



f ^ Because/' flaW Eteljiiy " it is a rul^ kk phyucs^ 
appticable to all malter, as you wdl know, ih^t no 
€oii6gumtioQ, or, if you pr«lef i^ org^maffca^e^n 
pi^aca any t%ing not onginally in thejthipgs tk^^" 
selres^tbat are oi|pni«ec|. It I9ay^ in^eed^ ^ter tbeir 
ferm^ but all it can do is to give it a di^r^l^ ^pe;^- 
Ance, and produce a differ0nt:^greet ii^f e&ol^ Y^ben 
<KHQbin«d.and orgaiHaiei^ frotn wb^l i% bad iD its akn- 
pie stMe, b^omlbe combinAiipn v^M liia$}€^. Thm 
figure. wiUpnxiiice iSgure atiUy^b^a,<H>IK>JlMfl#d with 
figure^ ibougb different from wljH it vim befi>fe ; 
but it will produce ooilring e}9e» /^ye on}; ^gur^. 
M<^ion vnl\ ^pri34uQ9 wlyi Wati<?fti colour^ col^r; 
aokdl) %m^ ; but dl tbQ ootubinatipus'.yoii jsw.io)a<^ 
gtne of fijguie, jiiQtioo, colaur> and $m^V^ ^pan oniy 
produce a new machine, auwbleb tbeffe, ca9 be no 
absolutely n^m ^uafHjf tb^t ^as no|^ thevci beg^e. 
There may be a ^er^t Bfp^r^% motion^ colour>. and 
stfueUi and that is all* Tbenew orgauizatiQn will 
not, for example, produce .ta$te or sa^^ty^ if them 
wag nothing >sapid in any i^ the ingi^ientS) (Mtent, 
indeed, but> oaf^ble of being elicited by motion* I 
nei^ not to jcm^ add> that to oi|gm. 19 ^ m^e instru-* 
Hg^enf, aiid that organisation, hoMwrer great a word, 
ia, in reality^ nothing bttt a& ordesing^or placing of 
instcummts. I Show methi^ any oomhinatton of in- 
8trttjaieht% however ingenioU&t^ can pn>duce motioDi 
withoiit any imi^ulae imparted to it^for eifample, 
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that ttiegreftt ApoUonicon in London c»n pfodoce' a 
single sound, much mpre the wondeiful concert of- 
sounds it is made to produce, ,ts>Uh0ut a pk^er, or 
some agent to give it a first impetus, and I will yield 
to the power of the specious words you have used;— 
but not till then.'* 

Tremaine paused much upon this. 

*^ Do I convince you," said £velyn, " or we you' 
prepared to show that my philosophy is incorrect ?^* . 

His friend said he was not ; at least not then* 

<^^hen neither is my illustration of the ship and 
the victims incorrect," pursued Evelyn. " For see 
where waare. You said it. was fidlacious, because -I. 
supposed that we saw them carried off, whereas in- 
death, we see them remain. Now, I think I have 
proved to you the fidlacy is yours, because you sup« 
pose you- saw the soul remain, whicb you do not." - 

" Still you imagine it carried off in your sight," 
answered Tremaine ; " which, as you at least never 
saw the soul, ypu will not say you do." 
t ^< I do not," said Evelyn ; ^^ but its effects disap- 
pear on the. dissolution of the body; and thou^ 
there is every reason to be convinced it is distinct 
from the body^ we know not its fate. If it shock 
you, therefore, to suppose that it is actually carrickd 
off, I will content myself with supposing that it 
merely disappears, or to favour your feeling still more,^ 
tha( it is lost, when its effect are no longer produced/ 
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N^W) what should Dve s&y^ if merely the body disap- 
-peared upon being touched by the lance of my armed 
tn^fseng^^ otHt 'we were ever after left ighorant what > 
became of it ?'' 

" It would be a most' awful event," said Tre- 
Qtatne; 

" Well, then, proving,* as I again think 1 have, 
that the animating power of the body i^in this ton- 
ditidn,'* observed Evelyn, " is not my illustration to 
be admitted, and is not the soul in the same situa- 
tion I have supposed — ^namely, that ofii victim' to a 
periodical visit, carried o£^ at least we .know not 
whither, and of whose annihilation we have at least 
no proof." 

• " You have made this out better than I expected," 
said Tremaine. 

" You rejoice me," said Evelyn, "and how if you 
please we vnll go back to our ship." 
' "Not yet," replied Tremaine, after a pauses— 
" for as to this volition, thought, judgment, and even 
eohsdousness itself-^in short, all that you call the 
soul^-^where were they ever known, after all, hut 
in the body? and in the body^ but through the 
senses?, without which, we 'should have no ideas, 
nor any thing for thought^ or* vbliiion to work* 
upon." 

" Granting that supposition," answered Evelyn, 
*^your intended conclusion is far from copcludve; 

VOL. III. £ 
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liecause nothing is more dktinct than a jptow^r of 
yvoAmgi and the tools with which it works^*' I'^raili- 
poM I need not ask whetber, ifyou destvof the toolS) 
you destroy the power also ? The eye/for eacample'i 
let it be quenched: would you thereftre sd^ ^the 
power, whatever it is, ^hich used to perceive thmugk 
it, has also perished? rAs weUmight' yoti say^ou 
had lost your power >of . seeing, because, when 
darkness supervenes, you ^xuiiiot see. StilT, how- 
ever, you would say, that all this is material, or ae^ 
cording to the old atheistical, < cur at best sceptical 
doctrine, that matter thinks.'* . ' / ^^ 

^ In the course of the argument, fl^ with v'ti^w 
to an answer, I should," said Tremairie. '* ^- ' <*- 

<^ Why then the tools of this m^tterial thbugffi/as 
ideas and memory, must be material too;" ■ ' ' ' • 

^' Certainly," allowed Tr^siaine. r-%' : -* 

" Let me look at your heady", siud Evelyn. ^ 'Tis 
a very little head ; a. very small piece '6f matter, in- 
deed, to contain the number and thesizebf dieailKt^ 
of which those of so accompl^hed a man lOHSt be 
composed. If ideas are actually material, where 
have you room in the brain for the idea of the world, 
for example, together with all its stupendous train of 
attendant reflections?" ♦ 



* On this subject, see the excellent Treatises on tbe Nature of 
the Soul, hj Rotherham, CoUiber, and Baxter. 



^Ijem not €aukct]f {ircipesied .for: Ms^Vi ob^etfad^ 
Treinaine» . . ■ •. . '.,/•••'• * . • • v » ' . r w • ' 

: ^^ Not anyone elaey I aaMm you^'!^ aniiwered: Eve*^ 
]yn, ^^ for never did. I know it- got noiRtrv: any more : 
than those millions of 4>peration9 MfhiiQbQompofle nvhat 
is-called.ratiociiiatian^: or^fBther ideaB.'f . : 

" As how ?" asked Tremaine. . / 

^f Take the.eaaieat/i, rejoined «hit friwnd.r^*^:! tee 
two^ and two more^ iDSJmj givi^m t ii)ater]ial :thiiig ; the ^ 
first two^ fmd the seQOnd<t]tvo^^i« objects oC sense,, 
and the mind posaeBS^^ksieiii^^ithdmii/mdmgb dm 
sense. Havkig got them^it Te^iiet wilhia itself, and, 
by reflection, acquirea a new idea, ii«nely^ that two^ 
are equal to two, or the idea bf^iudby.: 'Was tkii) 
an: object .of sense, of aoquij^ed by the mind's own 
operation, enqployed < or^nally indeed ' on * sensible ' 
objects,4)ut coming to diis cosielmiion through some-, 
thing of its ownP^-Again^-rho^doyouarrire at the 
idea ofa^qnality, benevdience^irfeaaimple, exc^tby 
iatomd reflection ? The things^ indeed, iifiDn which; 
it is empk>yed, you may have seen; the power by 
wbkicb you refleet. yon cannot see*'' 
^^ .Your inference," said Tremaine. 
^^ That mind is . distinct from matter.; that you 
have never seen it, heard it, touched it, tasted it;! 
jet it exists ; and you at least know not that it dies 
merely because yo\i see the poor machiile, through 
which it operated (as the eye does through a tele- 
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scope,) lying and rotting in this ^ cold . obstruction/ 
For aught you know, therefore, it is no more suioihi*' 
lated than the eye itself, because the glass with which 
it was wontto see is dashed, to pieces." 

^^ This is calling upon us for a negative proof,'^ 
answered Tremaine; " no man can prove a ne« 
gative." 

" And yet you have assumed it as positive," re- 
turned Evelyn : '^ you have taken h fi>r granted that* 
it does die with the body, when you give the destruc- 
tion of the one as the proof of the destruction of the 
other. I am not at pres&ent assuming that it lives, • 
but merely answering your suf^sition, that because* 
liie body through which it operated dies; and^ the 
effects of the mind disappear, the mind itself is there* 
fore dead; This is no more true, than thatbecause^ 
a man disappears, he must therefore be killed," . 
' Tremaine fettered, which Evelyn' perceiving, 
added, "You have of course considered, and are 
prepared to refute, the great argument founded^upon 
the exteosicNi and impenetrability of matter; that 4a, 
you are prepared to prove that thought,' like aU dtker' 
matter, has length, breadth, and thickness, and 'that 
one thought cannot succeed another thoi;^ht in the 
mind, (or, according to you, the material brain,) 
withoutactually making it retire and taking its place. 
You will also be prepared to say into what corner 
of space the displaced thought actu^ly retires.'? 
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.' '^remaiAe. continued for some time silei&C, dnd at 
length confessed that the argument drawn frmn the 
extension and impenetrEibiUty of matter was what^ in 
his most sceptical days, he never could.answer, miieh 
less now. *Mt was pride alone," said he, "and a 
. different temper of mind, that kept me firom giving it 
its.due weight. . It is long, however, since this tern* 
per has left me.!' 

"You rejoice, me^^ cried Evelyn; ".may I liOw 
, therefore go back to my ship ?'* 

^* You may at least proceed," aaid Tnemacne. 
. *Mn my turn," replied Evelyn, " I say, not yet; 
for I wish to pursue this matter. Teli itae ; if the 
mind be material, and its openitii^nB hothing.but 
matter acting upon matter, must tiottlieaerojietiitions 
be rgoyemed by the same lavirs which govern all.oth&r 
operations of. matter?'' 

" I once thought otherwise,'* said Tremain^ *^bwt 
. I ^m how free to say that probably they most." 

^* The laws of motion, fiwr example," continued 
JSvelyn, " didcov^r^ ahd e^Uished'by esperiment 
b^ Sir Ii^f^c . Newton, and aflerwards. brought to 
tlieir ' present woniderful perfection . l^ .succeeding 
philosopherii." 

" I know not your aim, exactly,^^jHiid Tretamtm. 
* ^ What I mean is, mtfst nbt all the^. operaitiens 
df .matter be, like other c^erations, mechi^nic^l i " 
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-^^ Tliat has been my fear and my doubt/' answered 
Trenmine. 

' " ¥?liy then/* said Evelyn, « show the why what 
we call the laws of mecfaanics tniist not appljr to our 
mencal opefaiions, 4i$^well' as to all the subjects of 
natural philosophy, which are daily pursued with 
SHcb an exactnesses cakulatibn, lis to'be withni the 
compass of a schoolboy's knowledge V^ 
^ <^ Ehplain u little moI^'^ saTd Tremaine. 

^^ No more than thisV^Uat if the action and reac- 
tion lietwcen miiid ieiiid its ideas are mere matter 
aetitig upon matter, the whbk wouM be a subject of 
mathematkdl' calcaliif ion; the effiscts regular, cer* 
Ifii^j'^ieilld intfttikbie: »s(ifd (our ^reat friend here, 
(pOiAltng 'te^ 'the plctum^ /of -Newton,) woidd haTe 
tiKsde^HNl the':laWB ofvaiti<m b^^ween body ^nd 
mind, with as much precision as he did the laws of 
i^KHibiii" . ' ' : . 

TremiBttM OWiied^hift w^4i^ to him, and begged 
hiifWeild'WQittld pr^oeed* 

-/•< This t^iy w^tM of ^ motion itself fumishes,' per- 
faHpis^ :fhe ia^k toiktlbtiH argtofient of alL'* 
• ^< I kne^ ^u¥ iifeankig/'€^ ^jon 

would tell me matter cannot more itself and tfaere« 
fcren^inlniuse.^.'-:' > . '. > .' *■:*•.■ 
p. ^ i w^ld; iJKbisd,^ said Bvdyn, ^ and I shall be 
suipUiedto'disieo^rtow yoa vHist the.argument/' 
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^^ It is not that I do tiot think it ii^fnions, nay 
powerful/' rejoined Tremaine ; '* but though difficult 
to conceive bow matt^ can moTe itself^.it' i9 not 
difficult, onpe finding .mp^ion in th« woiid, to imagine 
how it may be made to change its direction according 
as the necessiiy and law9 of our Being require.'^ 
. ^^ And who, and what ia ;to e£fect. this chaitfge of 
direction, according ta9 a JaoKmay vequins ith I need 
not ask you if matt^, brute unintelligent matter, 
^a^ da this?" ..■■..' . ; . :! ^ - . , . 

,/^ 4j^ijrf^by^n0t 1 ,'' i^kod Tremaine^ ^ Once set 
!^ttei^iQL,9iotioi]^ IM^divh^IflhaUlsay in what direc* 
iiops it may not iair?'':' . ^ .>:. 
: ;^yoii<|r^iicetbi&direaing,^ this law-giviiiig power, 
th«n,,^0;dbant:^. <Kow nil^w. » not chanpe;. but 
p^^dVioitiP 4',tegnlar^t^ilt'ifr{>ni..tbe preomceived 
design which created the law, must be the absolute 
contrary^ of chance.^ ' 
. <<I(^^thi0'^femstr!jk^Vs^4 Tremaine* 

^^ Then)," pursued ETelynj/f4here must be at least 
£^.mu(}b^:o£ ittt^lig^ns^ md d^ as well as of 
&rce distinct fiom;m«itlexv .targ^w its motion, a dipep^ 
liQI)^;3|7bkit;^ (iWflAKftt g^ produce the 

origiml»moii<% v^hieh U cmldi 90t produce itself." 

f^ Tbisspbasiblyjiwif alsQ be tmfe,' ' said Tremame. 

<^ Then what is itamn^iBea that gives this direc* 
tion^f - WhatHbut the-wiltfpfocecding^from thocq^^ 
contrivance, design— tti' a "v^ord, the mind; and 
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h^nce the great position^ that mind, asngoverns, 
. 80 it is distinct from matter." 
. ^^ I JEtm pleased with your precision," observed Tre^^ 
maine, after musing soine time. ^^ Yet I remember 
Voltaire....," 

"Then excuse Hie if I say,", interrupted Evelyn, 
," that you remember a dunce — to say the most cha- 
ritable thing I can of him. At least if he was noi 
the greatest of all dunces in philosophy, he was the 
wickedest ofall men. I fear the brilliancy of bis partsr 
decides to which class he belongs. I reimember too, 
when reverting to thb subject, he tells you, that if 
the soul say to the feet, walk, and the feet have the 
gQut> they will not obey. Hence he would infer^ that 
the soul, or will, has nothing to do with motion."* 
. ."I should like to hear his- refutation," said Tr»- 
maifie. 

" It is in the power of a child," ^nsw^red Evelyn; 
^for who does not see that an argument which sup- 
poses any given instrument, must suppose it at least 
what it. calls it, fin instrument; and that, in reply, lo 
suppose it not an instrument, is a despicable quibble. 
Here^ the feet first supposed, are-instruments of walk- 
ing. In reply, they are supposed not. instruments. pf 
walking. Can ^e bestopt with such trash. as this.'" 
► .Tremaine felt a little ov^bome. 

,^ . ^ ■• , : : : ■ ' - • • ^'• 

• Diet Philoa., ^»ie. 
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. ••Xieating the subject'ofmotion,* ' proceeded Evelyn , 
"tlioughjWe haye the most irrefragable proof that ir 
. BdQst prpceed from some other substance than mact^, 
and therefore that what it does prbceed from mu^t 
be immaterial — let me ask yoii if you have made dut 
the problem' that has puzzled every divine, physiciiln, 
«rnd moral and natuhd philosopher, since the world 
began?'* 

*^ Of course not," said Tremaine, " if these have 
j&iled. But your problem V 

*' How is it that the soul perceives ?'^. 

** Certainly thrbugh the senses," answei'ed Tre- 
maine ; ^^ nor do I believe a word of the fine romance 
of Plato, adopted, or at least not denied^ by some 
modern divines, (the elder Sherlock, 1 think', among 
them,) that 'many ideas are the souVs reminiscences 
from another state. I tell you fairly, I am an enemy 
to.lill the pbildSophy' of innate ideas ; and if you are 
going to uphold 'them, we never shall agree." 

*^ It is not necessary that! I should," answered 
£!velyn; "for without giving any opinion on Plato, 
or Sherlock, I am inclined to agree with IiOcke,:and 
of course with you. , But even your opinion can only 
amount: to this,, that the soul can only perceive 
tkrougb the help of the senses. How it perceives wiiji 
rfcat help, I should be glad if you will tell me." 

^VI canript," : said Tremaiqe ; ^ " but in seeing, 
there is a picture £>rmed fsti the'rctina of the eye." 
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• ^^ So there is on a lodging gUiss^ or that lovdy iifier 
life have been admiring," observed Evelyti, ^^bift t 
suppose I need not ask you whether the glass or t\t^ 
river itself sees?" : : • 

^^ Cerudnly hot,'' said Tremaine. 

^^ Still then, I would ask/'contitiued his iritod, 
^^ how it is that the mind sees ?" 

"Nobody can tell that," answered Tremaine^ 
^jei Lucretius talks of the finer distilled spirits of 
the brain, the ^ Flos Bacchi, et spiritus ungtiehti 
suavis,' that is, or. may be, thereat of thought." 

" It is your candour that has added thc» ^ fnay Kcy 
for the Heatlieii positively asserts it is so," replied 
Evelyn. " May I ask if he has proved it to yoiiv 
satisfiiction TV 

^^ Assuredly not; yet i wish io see what there is 
against it." . 

<^ Every tHng," pursued EvelyA 5 " for I think I 
could demonstrate Its impossibility." 

« Oh ! if you could ! but how ?" 

." From the very nature of thought itself which 
must^ be indivisible, and therefi>re indiscerpcible, 
thecefore incorraptible, ther^fc^e immortali" 

Tremaine was again much struck ^^ meantime 
Evelyn corrected himself. "I mean ndt,"" said be, 
^^ immortal, in regard to the powbr of the Almighty^ 
but merely as applicable to those notionSi of the 
nature of matter and spieit, which our pbqr capacity 



4SnUbtoaGqmce; by which, in point ct &Uj we 
jadge of the comiptibility of matter, and by which 
^ne, therefbce, we are guiding ourselves at this 
moment iaourinquiry*'' 

He paused for a while, when Tremaine, who wad 
in deep attention, entreated him to propeed* 

^^ I mean,*' pursued Evelyn, <^not that the soul 

may not be, or is not annihilated, if that is what 

s^eips be^t to the Almighty wisdom ; but merely in 

'answer to what seems with you so conclusive, that it 

muat die, 'm the Mme jpnatuier, and at the same mo* 

mmh m^xh^ body." . 

^^ I understand you,'* said Tremaine. 

^* This iiid^erptibility of thought, then^" con» 
tuH^ Evelyn, ^^ is in. truth the great ai^Ument 
^^ipbigo^.to.tl^ bottom of the proof a prtori, as k 
is called, and has been so well used and defended by 
^a{}|liQrgi^t/;man..Qf.4:(VtB> Dr. Claa^ that I Can 
oiJ^fefef yo^tO;biiQP!« ^r, I think, complete satis- 
faction Itboutit./'t;. . . i 

. \^ \ beseechiyo^ tp go more into detail,'^ said Tre* 
maine, 

<< W^y^'^ purpijied. his friend, ^^ it is needless, I 
^iippqs^, to :8ay, ih^t all matter whatever, whether 
the ^r spirits of ^ bfl^in^ or the tree that .shades 
our windQW her^> is, from the very nature of it, 

»: i- . ■ > !■- ■ .>. .-i ' ^- —' • 

♦ Sec Clark on tl^c Attributes. 
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divisible ; aud jou^ .yi^ho .are accpmpluhedlia *4Qa^ 
tur^L philosophy, koow ihatt one of the .firsU experi* 
nieptf itxit, is to show. that* matter h infitntefydx^i' 
sible. You may cut the tree in hal^^ndquaitefs^ 
and so. on for pyer." . 5** • 

^^ You may/' said Tremaine. i 
; ^f But who ever imagined such a thing as to but 
. thought in halves ?" 

; <* I allow. all (he ingenuity of ttas," observed Tre- 
,:^aine« . . . ... 

« Is it merely ingeniQU3 ?" asked the Doctor; "^r 
are you prepared to show me that any thing can 
break in upon it?" 

^'. If I cannot break in . upon k," . said Treifnariie, 
„^M.at least have hot understood how.it vras made 
out ;Jn other words, why. thought should _not be 
divkible.'*.: 

'^ The answer is most plain and. simple," replied 
£velyn ; ^| for if it is divisible like other matter, lite 
other matter it must be extraded * that is, however 
minute, however refined, and even though ibe 
very flos Bacchi of Epicurus and Lucretius, it mast 
^till have length, breadth, and thickness, or, mathe- 
matically, be:a solid parallelogram; .which,. wh^jthet' 
; thought is or can be, I would soWly ask, you ?" 
, . VI canitot answer this," said Tremaine. ^ 

"And yet, strange to say," continued Evelyn, 
-^^ one of the vefy men you have been studying, whom, 



by BO ei^traordinary an accident as it wer^, we dee 
before ui at' this instant^-^this great Des Caftes, as lie 
, is caUed-^weS) perhapsy. most of his greatness, (for 
, certainly it is tke most cogent part of his work,) id 
the force with which he demonstrates 4he impbssi^* 
bility that thought ci^n be matter, from the extension 
of the last, and the non-extension of the firet. There 
was a contest, indeed, wliethe'r Des Cartes was dri- 
ginal in this discovery, and others had claimed it 
1>efore him ; but he wais the great champion of this 
most essential and . decisiye . difference betyireen 
tli^B,«i»*which,'in a man whose works on the whole 
lead to scepticism, is to me marvellous." 

*<^I remember, to have observed this," said Tre* 
tn&ine, ^^ but I own I iclid not make th^ same use of 
it that you have done/* 

** Let us pursue this," continued Evelyn, " in the 
ni^ure of consciousness, whiclris- still itore ihtithate 
MOth us than thought itself* The only knowledge w^ 
have tfiat we think, is that we B,vd cMscious we are 
tbtilking. As we a^ not > arguing for victory,' I 
suppose you do not require 'me to go beyond this ; if 
^Qii do, 1. own I cannot." 

*^ I do not require it," said Tremaine. 
.' . << Well then I I am cmsdous that I see this wide 
spreading ode, with all its leaves and fruit, in exact 
<liMinctne6S ; all its parts are individual parts ; the 
trank is not two trunks; any particular lekf is not 
two leaves • 1" 
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^* Your inference I" ... 

. '^ Why^thatjf conseioitsness were cUvisibfe) or^ ta 
!i^aK pbiloeopbicaily, iCat irere not a mcmad^ k 
might b^dividedy lilce other matter^ into ten thoinaild 
millions of aUpmSy each^ihem of the same fiynily 
9f ^RBcipusneasy.and} therefore, cm^dousr'* 
. "Youp irrference,. still r*. > 

. .^^ Whj) that 09e.oC tbes^twaalternatlvea would 
f^ttowr-^either there would. he. ten. thousand milUonf 
of CpitsciQUsneases, each thinking thatit sa^v the whole 
tr^9 and so:tfaelrei,woidd<be ten.thousand.miUions of 
oaksjn d^e mmd ; .oPy^each of these atoms would.be 
conscious of seeiag only a particular minute .part . of 
tl|^ irde^.f^nd could ivckt) by pE)^iUty.xQee the w.hole. 
Ym thQ yi\if>h U A^09 .%»9i whole ; m qonsciQusnesip 
of a division. I ask, how tlup can .be. ? bow eaqb 
atpi9 can commui^te itsponsciowsqes? to tl|e other, 
so as that all- (he^ minute Gonsciousnessea. can 
cQfLlesce iiUo ^i>e gre^t coqscip^enesiS) «9 tbe partiqjles 
of tb^ ly^ter cQ^eftce wiq one.gteat mirrorj'* . 
, *^ Yp^i|bayMfore$^ed:me/! saidoTrepiai^jB^ }^ for 
I was going to observe, this might be the yery mode 
of accounting for your question. Ypu peTQeivQ that 
in a mirror,. ten thousand n^iUipn? of most mini{te 
pfi^cles sciem all. to flow into one. pother, though 

«QtG9 of God. B. iy. ek. 10. . 

Also^ Sherlock on a Futtire State. 
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each reflect sepurfttely dnly its own part of the whole 
object ateiu May it not be so with the panicles of 
atoma that composed the whole which we call con'dci- 

<< It i% at leasts an ingenious illustration^'' said 
Efelyti^ *^but thellatureof th^ tfaihgtobe iHustrated 
pnsHedsthatit cannot apply. For I suppose you will 
aUcrvv^ thai in conseiousaesay tliek^owledge of which 
we are conscious is diffused throughout the coas^ioua 
poi^fyin dm entire, iwefoigable, or^ as I have called 
it,' Midtsoerptible iffeoU v^ Every part' of this power^ 
<joppo8irig ihere tobef^rts,) ss conscious of the 
Mofe ' dfe'ct, and - not a. pre^portioiiabte part of Ui 
There is no division of the thought/ whatever it n&ay 
bfe ; biit yo\i have the whole idea,' or none. Whelne- 
$^y iff the minrorj break it into ten thousand pieces, 
attd eadi {necet still reflects. Hs correspondent object^ 
part of the whole. If you throw your hat into that 
river, the felear sky, previously reflected by that part 
of ii covered by the hat/ wilt be reflected nb longer, 
%ei all the rest oflhe landscape femains ais perfect as 
hefbA. Thus there is ho diffusion of the dung re^ 
fleeted tUroggh every - part (rf'the reflector, and your 
f/krioB^ that idl i^ panicles seem to ^aw t^ta one 
^utoiher^ i8lnaecuraite;i In truth, though very nicely 
and iniperceptibiy fitted,^ aM in the mirror is "sepa- 
itte^aHd di^iliict. ' %fais iamot s» with cotiseiousnessi 



88 TRBHAtlflS. 

\ylii^h 18 incapableof s^paratioti^^aifd muBl 6efcM <i#^ 

. nQthing.'* • ' 

" Yet roy idea of the oak may be separated intoaTs 

many parts of ideas as there are parts to the oak," 

said Tremaine. ' * j "- 

^*This is too. like the flimsy Voltaire,*' T^oineS 
^Evelyn. ** A mind so acute/as yours miist not oon- 
. descend to be so blinded. If you will reflect a iofio- 
merit •...." 

. " I see," cried Tremaine, ** you would say that 
every idea, though only :a part -of the tree, is still in 
itself a perfect idea ; in other words that there can,- 
iq the mind, be no such thingas'ajpflf^ of an idea.*- 

'^ Bwctly. so,", said Evelyn. 
. f^ Bear with me, however, again, as to the dtvisibi'' 
lity of cOnscioui^ness," continued Tremaine. "BehpM 
that seat (and he pointed through the window to the 
garden), 

^O'er canopied vriOk ltttcioii»«oodbioe,' 

^ay i)ot the honeysuckle be compared to this con* 
sciousQess?. Divide its leaves into the millions of 
atoms, you 'suppose, and there is ho longer .flowef 
or scent tp be found/. Unite them, and theyreas^ 
^ume.the character of both. Or, if yqu will b0 
still more refined, may not consciousness be thought 
like ft quality, or a figure?, dissolve, it into itscOm-^ 
ponent parts, you know not. what it is.; compound-Jtbe 
parts, its character is recognized. For example, let 



ua take the roundness of the marble ball that deco- 
rates that pillar. Crudh it to pieces, no part of it is 
round; yeiput together, it constitutes that shapes 
The roundness., you see can only be one roundness, 
yet it may be divisible ad infinitum. 
v,**Thi8 was, before you, the argument of a. very 
l^Acned, but >not a very clear. man^ DodwelL Bui 
neither your scent nor your figure," said Evelyn^ 
** will bear you out. For who does not see that if 
^^ph of the particles of the honeysvckje had not some 
degree of sweetness individually, the flower itself 
could have none:when the particles were united? 
And, in tlie same manner, if the pieces of the ball 
had not some convexity, though perhaps impercepti- 
ble, and at best not absolutely rx>und, the ball 
Itself could never have been formed. This, again, 
has been put in the clearest point of view both by 
IfOcke and the clear«minded«Clark,*— who rests 
upon the very simple demonstration I .mentioned be- 
. fore, that whatever is compounded of many things, is 
still only thos^ very things, change them as yon -will. 
Thus, I repeat, posdble changes of figure can only 
. end in .figure; magnitude in magnitude';, motion in 
. ^notion ; colour .in colour. . Emphatically he infers, 
that no composition can possibly produce a new 
power,, specially different.** 
♦ See the v contest between' Clark ' land ' DodveU ;' and Ixtcke, 
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<* What is his proof ?'* asked Trenttiine. 

f^ Only that an effect would be produced without 
a cause," answered Evelyn. 

. ^^ I confess^!' sud Tremaiae^: ^^ you- have consider- 
ed this matter more deeply than L'^ 

^^It hastbte^n my 'business so ta- doy" answered 
JSv^lyn; ^fbut if iJbeae things mal&e you psiiBe on:tiM 
imniateriality df uhpught^ more than yott expected^ 
what .will you .fuiy. to. the demofiflrtfi/e proof that 
there maj^, nay, that there rmii be such immaterial^* 
V^ .-,- .: '-. ; /, . \..- :..,^\ • '..:- -.• .w - - 
\ :^f I. would .catch at it e^erly," cried fFremaiiie^ 

^^You believe in a Ood, theiniJfiar and govdm^r 
of the wodd?V..said£velyii» : "^ 

^} In all. sincerity of heAjrt l.4o,?? answered: Tire* 

maine./ ,:...•- ',, r y' tr:.::" -'•;,■ • 

^^If he made die world, itnfaojbe supposed .'he 
planned iti'*:: . ; , ^ r 

<«Gertairiyr! f . •: ... >-.:..' 

<^If hej planted itjhe must have imagihedl.jt 
before-hfad..-' ..i / i: . 

<^.Agreed'J^''i '.. . ; '. - : 

: ^^ Why tbe!Dt)lbqif:e is «wtf ^without matter^ ^iml^ss 
your suppose Mhat matter eitfaei? phnned or omd^ it^ 
selfl" /.i : y :■■. ; ...-. I : ■ .j l; - ..j 

Trenmine again faltefcMis : . ' --\ 

"I need not a^k you^" pursuedEvelyn, " whether 
you think this aw&l, this wcmderfiil Author of na^ 
ture, is himself corporeal ?'* 
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** I suppose not." 

^^ Bttppose not i . Do you not feel sure ?" 

"I think I do," said Tremaine. 

^Why then, we' have hdre a demonstmtton^or 
what is tantamount to i^ that there is sudi a thing 
iasisfRfit distinct .firom matter: Spirit' all powerful, 
attd: all 8i:^erior, because the 'very Creator aqd ruler 
of iaattoritsdfU?* . :. : 

; ^fThis, pe]3uqps,.siay be the :trutti^" said .Tre- 



" It is also, then, true," continued Evelyn, "that 
it €mi8t 1tIuok,.'&r it plans-HviUy : for it pei:forms-^be 
eoQSoions, for it knows." ., . 

"In the Alinigl^ty, yebt" ciied Tremaioe. . 
^ .^iUbt yens liaie never secin .<this great and &wful 
Spirit,' V pursued Evel^n;:^^ nor will you contend 
that body is necessaxy to bkn i " 

.<f ASttiredly tkrt/V . . . . 

"If^ithen, be should elotshe^liims^'with body,^! 
said Evely^^^M mix: himficif kii matter, in some 
mysterious waf, though I own^ H is itbove my com* 
prehension. '.kk**..- 

" What then ?" adied Treiniaine* 

<^Wiiy tbedh^ a^lbi.sribftract Umislf fi«^ H 
again, and remain the same sf>uit, though the matter 
"iiitk wbicb he was doO^ cnadbled to pie^eSii"' 

' ^ r^erire ittt dottb^itf peiide# tMs %i&ii'»gila, mad ^^tU * 
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<<If the first supposition is (toasible/' said T^e* 
maine^ ^^ the. other follows as a heceseary conse^ 
quence." ' : . '^ 

^^lask no more/' obseryed his fiiend ; ^^for you 
see here^lbe demonstration that some spirit thene is, 
and. must be, distinct :from matter; and the possibi* 
lity. .depending only on the pleasure- and purpose of 
the Almighty, it is made out*that it magx be united 
and disunited From matter without perishing, though 
the form of the matter that contained it may be de*. 
strbyedi" - , 

^' Yetliow can.su^h. an union exist in os?^V juiced 
Tremaine. 

^^ I ioiow :not,V answered his friend, ^f.nor is- it 
necessary fbcmy point that I should. It is safficient 
to itapness, that spirit is really a subsisting thiiig, in 
other words, a distinct substance of itself^ wbetlier 
with or without body : which I hold to be a great 
and decisive step towards the proof that it does 
actually siibsistin union with.oar body.?' 

^^ The second step, or that actual union, is tha-meol 
important," said Tremaine. ^^ How are w« ^to come 
at a knowledge of it ?" . . 

^^By its e&cts: and in Uik consists all that"we 
Jknowofinatter itself.'' - 

<^The difference, howeyer, is too smisibly atrikitig," 
said Tremaine, ^^not to throw all into doubt as to 
one; while the qther i8:certain and palpable to^ our 
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eveiy sente: I see those hetmiiGatl heavend^ I hear 
tbat sweet €<mc6rt of birds, I scent the^e liiddious 
pet(ixmes, but with the spiritual part of me that ]ft>a 
talk o:^ I am not even in the least acquainted. 

^^This is Boltngbroke, with his phenomeiia/Vsaki 
Evelyn. ^^ Surely we are, or maybe, tis w^U ac« 
quainied with the phenomena of spirit as of niatter, 
c»ily that we get at the knowledge with a little Qiore 
trouble : for all yoii thus warmly describe, are, as lo^ 
gicians would say, but mere modes of>matter;'they 
are simply accidents which we should be sorry to be 
wt^ut: but destroy them, and matter would still 
remsin; they are therefore not e^^eif/fW to matiei^, 
whose substf^cd we are not a whit the better ac-^ 
quainted with, because of our eyes and noses." 

*^ What ij»e do you make of this?" asked Tre- 
maine. 

• ^' Why, that we may.fcndw spirit^ exactly in the 
dame way as we know matter; that is, in its modes 
and its accident^" said Evelyn; ^^ for we feel- that 
we have something within us which understands, 
wills, and; judges; we chiise and refase, and have 
mental and perceptible, though invisible reason for 
both. There iseven a'menid happiness derived ^m 
(he contemplation of the fitness of things-^hat is, of 
truih'^-'whkh 'almost equals your heavens, y6ur Ibirds^ 
and yourpeifumes. Nay, I a\n a traitor to pbilo- 
st^by ih hesitating for a moment^ undeir the iUe 
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tebtm of this sw^tpke^ taprefer^k, as imU i 
must, to every thing s^nstieJ Md miitmai. JktXmtiti 
I might ask, with ^^d^hjetflodi^^^ Jlin^os^iierwasrAttf 
mired .Or respected fttf eiiting aod^diiBktiigiTB^^'oi 
carrying luxury ta \\b height i'' \(mxky ^one: doubt, 
let him compare Afdciiss :0f; fiMt(^fcalu0/^tdl 
Socrates* There is; e¥c» a< eort of resptect- 4boat thie 
6Uhy cloak of Old DiOgeneil himeelf^*^aeh is the 
natund ele^^tion of wisdom, or raiad,. above serisimi 
lity, (H* matter. 

}^ But what shall we say of gemua, aud allrtbosa 
master spirits which have charmed and governed 'the 
world from its creation, and wilL confeinue' to do so> 
spite of the defects or decay of matteffr*? 

^ Blind Thamyris, and blind Mieoi^idesy ^ 

And Phineus and Tiresias, prophets old !' 

'^ In shorty let me but oppose Homer and.Sbak- 
speare to your man of clay^ before he is wanned by 
his Promethean fire, and I think Jupitetr hhnself 
might haveexciiSed the th^ft of the fire, not merely 
from its necessity, but its beautiful and dazzling 
effects!" 

Tremaine smiled at this little burst; thengrardy 
retumbg to the subject, ^' You have uttered things,^' 
said he, '^ richly worth considering, and which I pro- 
mise you to consider f meantime,, there is one tjues- 
tion, which to my mind no one has ever satis&ctorily 



dnsMrered, -or scaro^ eTett' attempt^ t0 4nnwcv>; if 
^leaii the co«etemky^4f I fbiiy'to'>Sfty^ blmattav^kh 
dpifit. It baa biseh^ stasibff ndtbdj • may not wiiUt 
^ve existed fronv a))'%t^ity, >aiitt«* oi^y bMii'^p^Mi 
into the order thbt itM'pi^fesehi i^eab by iheMe^aft 
mind that informs it ?^' * -•* r'- - » / « > 

'« This is Spinozism, -or little betlei^'^ said fivelyiii 
^^ and you would soon &11 into'tti#ftiU«nrorofithal» 
Jew and his masters, that^Oodib the MMil^'niit the 
creator of the world. Bmt when ydu siayntiobodyhas 
Answered this potent quesfidh, do you not^ftrge& 
Locke I" -'-^'^ : ■• • .-^v 

'< At this moment I a^m'not aware^ of hi? bpiniony'.'^ 
said Tremaine. : »f " :i 

** He reasons thus on this very question," r^lied^ 
the Doctor. <^ Matter i& etettial. ' Why ? Befcaiise 
you bannot conceive its" being niadeout of nothing;.' 
VHiyare you not ymilrsel^ ^^nal t Because you 
know when you began to bc^-^Bi;t>the mattet where«» 
of you are made begaii not ^ben to be, or ii would 
not be eternal* To be sure, the particles of whid^ 
you are composed mig^t have begun to be put toge*^ 
ther within a given time ; but these particles are hot 
^02^— they make not that thinkings conscious being 
you are. When then did thatthinking Being begin 
to be ? If never, you have been thinking from sdl 
eternity ; which is absurd enough. If it began, it is 
not eternal, but has been created? and created out of 
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nothing; for We ha?e demonstrated t))i^t it is not 
maitter, — which, for the moment,' we ; allow you to» 
say has been eternal. < But if God can create a think- * 
ing substance, which is the . nobler substance, out of 
nothing, a fortiori^ he can create matter. - Your 
only reason, therefore, for doubting — namely, that 
you cannot conceive matter being, created out of 
nothing — fiiils you."* 

^ The Doctor stopped, and Tremaine allow^ he 
bad spoken from an oracle. ^' There is, however,, 
one other objection," continued he, " which I wish, 
you most seriously to ponder, and, if possible, to re* 
fute. It is that founded upon pur knowledge of the 
brain. Unfortunately, anatomists are. too often free- 
thinkers." ^ - 

^* A great mistake," observed Evelyn; " and Gla- 
len,'you know, owed his cdnvemon to God tq the 
mere contemplation of a skeleton, which, by accident, 
he met with. But go on." ; 

" Whatever the soul, mind, or thought," conti- 
nued Tremaine, " the brain is evidently the ^^t /pf 
it. All sensation, all peix^eption, centre there ; it i» 
to the brain that every thirig is in the^first place cofn« 
muiiicated ; and in the brain vfe feel and know that 
.we judge of the communication. In short,. we do 
not think with our bands or feet." 

* See Locke, book ir. chftp. 10, sec. IS. > 
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^ *^ Agreckl r'- cried Evelyn. 

'. " Moreover, it is in proportion tp the size, perhapsf 
to the fineness of our brains," pursued Tremaine, 
** that we are wise and refined." 

^' fiut not good, kind, pious, or gentle," observed 
Evelyn. 

" That the shape and size of the brain," said Tre- 
maine, " in short, that the attributes of matter, in- 
fluence the properties of the soul, and the nature of 
thought, is enough for me to feel assured that they 
must themselves be material. Where the brain is 
hurt, the understanding is gone, though life ren^ains : 
and' even your favourite Being and ally, consdous' 
ness^ maybe annihilated, by the destruction of a por- 
tion, a very small portion indeed of human matter. 
Are Epicurus and Lucretius then indeed such fools 
in supposing that the soul is material? and how is 
this reconcileable with your argument firom con- 
sciousness — which I own much impressed me?" 

^* The difficulty," observed Evelyn, " is not new, 
atld has been completely refuted by a knowledge of 
that veiy anatomy which you avouch in your sup* 
port." 

*^ I shall be not less pleased than surprised," ex- 
claimed Tremaine, " if this can be made out." 

<^ Why thus," answered Evelyn. "The con- 
sciousness I spoke of^ I rely on, you know, as an in- 
tegral, identical, wd ever-during Being. Its indivi- 

VOL. III. p 
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sibility, and therefore indiscerptibility/ls'iii'fect the 
ddy real and unequivocal proof that I am the satne 
being naw that I M'as fi3rty years ago. All about me 
has changed ; my flesh^ my blood, and fbr aifght i 
know iriy very bones qnay have so passed oflF in the 
wear and tear of my material nature, in the course of 
all it& wohdeiful processes, perpetijially and without 
intei^mission'at work-in sleep as well as waking, tliiat 
I kno^w not the part^of me that is aecaally {he saine 
fl$ wh^n I came into the \^orfd. Oiir hair, te^tb, and 
nails, we obvfeu^ly «ec Changing ; hay bur very skin. 
Nature seems ever inde&tigably employed in the 
business of subtraetlon, ^by perspiration and theva* 
rious setretiortS/ and of, a^ditlori, by 'food. The 
changes are indeedso gradual as' n6t to be percepti'* 
ble ^ but they are iloi the less changes : so ^hat we 
are like a ship,' built ^rhaps in thdla^t jcentury, and 
still thought the same as Sv^s drigindly Ikut^ched, yet 
so often repaired, thait tidt a nail^' rope, or piece of 
tittiber of the original, refriains." ' 

"Well then, — amidst all this tv^nsmntation, is the 
brain alone to escape? and if it (Id not, whai^be^ 
comes of that consciousness, which yet is supposed to 
be identified with it? If that too has been divided, 
thrust inta other places, lost and reileWfed with new 
dtoms, how is it, I say, that 1 know myself , to be the 
same thinking consciotis being now that I was "forty 
years ago ? My flesh atid blood, nails, teeth, hair, 



7B^MAINJB. '99 

aaid 4kih are'^ I kilow, nat the same; my mind is. 
There is but one coosequence for your' supposition, 
if just; namely, that the brain i^' the identical self 
same brain it always was." 
^ ^^ And may it not be so ?" asked Tremaine* 
. « So fari from it," replied Evelyn, " that of all the 
cbaoges the body.uadergpes, the brain is proved to 
esipeiriesLce the most frequent, lind the greatest; so 
much so, that the auimal spirits which belong to it, 
ai2d in whicli resides the very quintessence of that 
fine subtle matter, tbejfo^ JKaccii of your Ltiterelius, 
(in ^hort, the soul you have, supposed;) ^re daid by 
some to flow through this brain, and return to the 
heart, and !the braiii itself is als(5 diiSoivedy once in 
eve^y forty-eight hours/' 

. "I confess to you," allowed Trematne, " this is 
very important." 

«« It is to me decisive," saidEvelyii': " for what, 
let me ask, becomes of memory, as^eU^as conscious- 
ness ? Memory ! that storebouie in whidh all our 
foregone knowledge is. laid up for use, aait may be 
42equired, in' endless iariety, and boUacttess ampli- 
tude ? The argument of the materialists Upon me- 
mory itself 1 own I never could comprehend. Nor 
has the question ever .beto answcfi'ed, or scarcely at* 
(tempted to be answered, ^ Where our ideas' are de- 
]X)^ted vrhen^actiiaUy not. present to us ?* We are 
told, in the brain. But in what cells? How is 
f2 
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€here room (it has justly been asked) for all that a 
man of learning or wisdom, or a mere old man that 
has seen the worlds knows, forgets, and recovers ? 
Behold thevolumeso'fscieiice, history, arts, law, in- 
ventions! All are used, laid aside, and used again, 
by the same man, as occasion may require. Soitie 
ideas may have slept for half a century, yet come 
out again, fresh and green as when first conceived. 
We are told that association awakens them. But 
where did they sleep ? Is this lightly to be got ov^r 
by a gratuitous supposition, neither proved nor prove- 
able, that it is the result of some mechanism of the 
brain, which nobody even pretends to understand, 
much less explain ? I ask if this palpable, tangible^ 
natural, and everlasting difficulty, is to be answered 
by the mere gratuitous supposition of wh^t is i^ot 
even an hypothesis, (supported, or attempted to be 
supported,) that there is an asserted occult quality 
in the brain; in the same manner as, in the 
days of darkness, before the dawning of science, 
a thousand other occult qualities formerly supplied 
reasons for all phenomena that could not be ex- 
plained?" 

Tr^maine was a kittle overpowered, and not the 
less so when Evelyn a^ked him pointedly, whether, 
-and how, he ever knew memory accounted for on the 
mechanical principles; whether lie could account 
for it himself ? 
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^ He owned he could not, but supposed it a pix)perty 
of the brain, because it resided there. 

" Well then,", replied Evelxn, " taking the thing 
for granted, at least 'for a moment, I ask you how the 
ideas of fifty years standing, which have been suff, 
posed all that time in this storehouse of the brain, 
can haye remained in undisturbed preservation, 
vfl^n it has been asserted that the ^storehouse itself 
has been in perpetual agitation,- and even knocked 
down and built up again every two days throughout 
the year?" • / 

• Tremaine again allowed the immaise importance 
of the argument,* and a long pause ensued. . 

At length, breaking silence, as if struck with a 
new, or a suddenly recollected topic, he observed 

w^th seriousness, — ' 

' ^ There is, a^er all, to me, a fatal objection to all 
this excellent reasoning, (excellent I allow, whether 
i^ convince or not,) which I should be really glad if. 
you could dear up. Bat I own I never knew any 
one who could do so.'* 

" Name it," said Evelyn. . . 

^^AU the learning, thought, and reflection^ and 
the genius too, which have been used upon this oc- 
casion, seem after all wildly wasted.". 

"As how?" 

^^Why, in proving the indiscerptibility, and there*. 
&)re immortality of the soul of man, you prove, (foi^ 
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the» wfaple argument. appUeiO that the soul of the 
lowest animal, a brute, m on insect, is equally ior 
mortal* . y!he principle^, thougl^ not in the same de- 
gree^ applies 4ilike .to the most disgusting and hateful 
mnntn,, as to ihe nbbl^ animals; to the lice ^^i^ 
JbugBithat were the plagues. of Pharaoh^ equally as to 
the sagacioqs elephant, or the faithful dog/' 

<< Your^olcyeGtion," reUiinedSwlTit, '^ is <iot either 
norel^ or. without its difficulty. Nay, I will own tO 
yoa, ,1 'haVc been fopmcrty. staggered with it/ ' 

" And how did you get over it ?" asked Tremaine. 

^Yoq mean the argument to be what tl^ logicians 
call ex absurdoy^ obsenfqd Evelyn. ' ^ 

^< I state it as such/' 

^ Yet is the absurdity made out ? " 

" I think it is; for it would be difficult to make 
mebelieTe that the. crawling worm, the loathsome 
toad, or the fly that springs froin the dunghill> was 
t made to live again. If there&ire it is not positively 
anaigument «x abmrda^ which possibly it may not 
strictly be, it certainly comes under the description 
of that sort of argument, which, by proving too much, 
pixyvep notfaing^^' . ' 

. ^ We, at least, know, nothing about the miUter/' 
answered Evelyn.; ^/.and when that is so, I never will 
suffer any thing (whatever appearances may be) to 
interfere with what I think I do know. What know 
we of the ends of our own creation B" / 
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^^ Nothing/' saidTretnftiney Mrith a sigjif 

" That does not prevent thejre being an en4,'* cpn- 
UnueJ Evelyn. ^^ It only intakes our situationt th« 
i)iorea^ilil ; butjt cannot invalidate the supppsiticm 
ihat there is suph ail end, because it id possible there 
ip&y be also, an: end in the creation of things to m« so 
worthless. The most yx>u can 'make of it is^'tliat tUe 
creatAon. of a'to)id is. beyond bur compreheiisioh ; Is 
tliatof a manthenwithiii it?". . 

" But its immortality 1" pursued Treinaine. * 

^^ I haTje said^ that it will^ at least, ndt dispr&oe 
ours ; w^e have therefore no right to demand' an ac* 
count of it ; T m'ean as a stipiilatibn, as it were, for 
our belief concerning ourselves." 

^- Do you really then believe, that that gnat^ which 
is settling Upoki you, is to live again ?" 

^* I submit to my ignorance," aiiswered the Doctor : 
^^ I am myself in many respects Worse than a gnat, 
which is, it should seein, incapable of sin." 
^ ^^ Tcfur inference ?" 

>' That its being mortal or immortal would hot 
prevent my immortality." ' ' 

" But can it on your principles be mortal, or rather 
must it wot be immortal ?" 

*« I kno^ not the nature of an Insect's mind, iif 
mind it can be called," answered- Evelyn. 

**: Well, tl|en, of the most reasoning of brutes, the 
^lephailtV or the most friiendly, the dog ?" 
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<^ We know not even their minds in sufficient ac' 
curacy. But though I should agree with you, that 
the arguments we have discussed applied equally to 
them as to us^ I see not the absurdity, I mean logi- 
cal, gross, and c7ear^ proved absurdity, in the sup- 
position of their immortality, that should make 'us 
doubt the argument for our own. Even if you will 
have it that they must be immortal, (which I confess 
does not trouble me) there is nothing to prevent the 
exertion of that will and power which can (but which 
alone cAn) overcome the consequences of all I have 
been endeavouring to prove." 

" Nay ! this is absolute paradox," said Tre- 
maine. 

. " My meaning is," replied Evelyn, " that if the 
immortality of brutes were inconsistent (which at 
least it is not) with the immortality of man, God's 
will might annihilate them, though the constitution 
and fabric of what souls they have, might, if left to 
themselves, imply that they would be immortal." 

Tremaine was without reply, except to express his 
wonder, if this were so, that so much design and 
con triyanqe. should be thrown away. 

" Better leave it," said Evelyn, " for be assured it 
is beyond us. All I. mean to contend for is,^ that 
your objection is not founded upon what you first 
imagined, an inconsistency^ and consequently an ab- 
surdity ; and the afgument ex absta^dOyV^d.^m the 
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^^jection drawn from proving too much, must there- 
•fore, be^ven.up.*' • . . 

. Tremaine confessed that this was not so un&ir as 
a< first it appeared, and that upon reflection^ it might 
probably relieve his. difficulty. . ; : 

Evelyn went on: "You who are a Cailesian^' 
(looking at the picture of the French i^iloaopher,)-^ 

*^ Not so," interrupted Tremaine. ^' You know 
I have said I have abandoned what little bias I had 
■towards him." 

" One of his greatest errors, however,, would have 
helped you much in this affair." 
'.. 'f You mean his doctrine that brutes are without 
sQulS) or reason, or even sensation, and therefore 
cannot enter into the account." 

<* I do," said Evelyn, " and tp be . fair, ought we 
not also to add, that he has exceedingly well made 
out all we have been discussing, concerning the im- 
materiality of reason and thought ?" 

f^ He, very much supports you as far as regards 
men," said Treqiaine, ^' but this very error, so gross, 
/egarding brutes, proves to me the. strength. of the 
difficulty I have mentioned, and hence his very ab- 
surd paradox as to them." 

, " No doubt," replied Evelyn; "and hence the 
sneering Bayle^ in one of hi^ most adroit sneers, ob- 
serves thg^t it is a pity Des Cartes should be refuted 
^s to the souls of brut^Q, as his system is one of the 
f3 
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-bait supports of the doctrine of immateriality as to 
tliesoul of man. But we want nb.sisch support. I 
say we know nothing with preeision enough, con- 
cerning the reasoning fiiculty of brutes, to let it at all 
enter into the argument concerning our owhl But 
'ereh if we did, a difficulty at' best collateral and ob- 
scure cannot possibly invalidate a proof that is direct 
ud clear/' 

Tremaine allowed that-he was very much satisfied. 

^^ Now then, if you please," pursued Evelyn, " I 
will go back to roy ship. I have, however, little 
more to do with her, since all this digression has 
been merely to defend my illustration against your 
assertion, that you had seeti the supposed victims 
annihilated. You allow that, if you saw them car- 
ried off alive, the curiosity woqld be insatiable, and 
the feding fearful ?" 

^ I do," said Tremaine. 

" Only suppose- then the next point in the grada^ 
tion— lower, indeed^ but very little lower, in the 
scale of fearftilness ; suppose these victims regularly 
disappeared, without any one knowing whether dead 
or alive, and that none of them ever were heard of 
again." 

^^ It would shock every heart not absolutely hard- 
ened 1" cried Tremaine. 

'* Why then, as I contend," pursued Evelyn, 
*^ my illustration is apposite. It at least does not 



aj;)pear th^t tbeliyingi pr rf^tl^f r fhe fhin^ing, the 
conscious power within i)s^ in other words the soul, 
is extifi^ished by the.^catjbi of the; body. Its 
powers, however, disappear, never to come back — 
never to .be beard o^agaipj and all our thoughts, all 
our anxietiesj.amounting sometimes to agony, as. our 
turn for going apprpaghes, are directed tovaxds.that 
cpuntry to which pur 'supposed victims have been 
carried, and from which none have ever returned*" 

"The result?" . ., . • ^ " 

" The result is, that no man in his senses can, or 
ought to be IndiiTerent to death. Take away those 
who are hardened in vice> pr who have lost their rear 
son by pain, and misforti^ne^r-^and no man is. Al^ 
though, therefore, no one has ever bee^a ableXo de- 
/scribe;, perhaps even to imagine^ .the sort of country 
Co which the ship I have supposed is bound, and 
where she deposits her victims, still the effect upon 
the conduct, or rather the expectations that may in- 
fluence pur ^onduct, cannot be a light one/* 

"tiere I quite gp ^long^with you," said Tre- 
maine. 

" The great Master of nature does so too," conti- 
nued Evelyn, " when he makes fear for the future 
stop the hand that is meditating self-murder. 

* Thus conscience doth make eowards of us all. 
And thus the ntotxre hue of resolutioti 
. . Is sicklied o'er irith the, pale cast of thought." 
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'^*You build then much upon coosdenoey ' ofah 
senred Tremaine^ ** in your philosophy ?" 

** Say rather my rdigion/' remarked Evelyn. ** I 
certainly do." 

^^ Shall I tell you my own very unsatisfactory no^ 
tions of conscience ?'* asked Tremaine; 

" By all means," answered his friend. ** 1 sup- 
pose you do not question either h^r existence or her 
power." 

'^ Not her existencci but her power much.; and 
worst of all, I own I particularly question how the 
sharpest stings can be made to conduce to the proofs 
of a future state. For suppose it were actually 
* proved there was no such state : might not con- 
science be equally made use of by the Author. of na- 
ture, as a mean, in the same manner as instinct br 
reason, for the better government of our lives while 
they last?" 

** There is something in the remark," replied Eve- 
lyn, " but you will allow not much, if you pursue 
the subject. The frogs, you know, were at first 
frightened at King Log, whom Jupiter sent to govern 
them." 

" How does this apply ?" asked Tremaine. 

" Finish the fable," answered the Doctor, '* by 

which you will see that, though he made a great 

splashing at first when he was thrown among them, 

finding he was uUerly without power to hurt them. 
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tfaey ptesently leaped upon bis back^ and laugbed at 
him. But though we all know how conscience may 
be quieted^ in the Tarious struggles of the worlds it 
breaks out even to the end of life ; and hence I found 
•my remark upon it, for in this is it different from the 
frogs* As nature never acts in vain^ I would ask to 
what possible end can it conduce, to be pricks by 
this monitor on our death-beds, if all is to end there ? 
Who that ever calculated at all upon his past life, 
aind summed up the account between his deeds and 
his conscieaccy would^even take this trouble in the 
last moment when it could possibly avail — when a 
sponge was, in fiict^ at hand to rub out the whole 
score? And how many would actually feel thus 
indifferait, 

' But that the dread of something after death 
Puzzles the will !" 

. . *' I own, my dear friend," said Tremaine, " you 
have much enlightened me — ^much won me over to 
my own wishes on this subject ; yet how account for 
those instances of what is called dying hard, which 
many malefactors have exhibited afler the worst 
spent lives, if conscience is any thing towards the 
proof of a future state ? " 

*' I should be glad to have the fact ascertained," 
said Evelyn. " It is, however, too certain there are 
Bome instances of it* But so there are of the most 
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horrid acts of d^pratujr!agawt iii(tiii*e~of thf moot 
outrageous blaspheimesiahd jrebellipn. l^eur caused 
are ^regtoiis^beBDtt^d selisbneBs, .inadiie^s> despair i 
JEtaX ^neflhor can wei say itbis.i& the ofdhiar}ry.Mal 
course of mature, nor dees their existence^ kA hunea'- 
tsible eaceptions^ disprovo the .reoBOiung^. or. the 
fttW." ' . , . . 

^^ 1 confess you ha^e greatly satisfied me,'.' said 
Treniaitie. 

Evetyii grasped his^^ faand^ and, xfitb affectionate 
kindness, said, ^ And trust I sjudl, still firthen The 
poling then, that we h^v« hitherto reached, is simply 
this — tiiat if there were notbing moreJtban suc|l pe- 
riodioal visits and periodical disappearances .as. I 
have supposed, common sense would fbrc^ us.to loo^ 
anxiously at the event, and not suppose the matter 
was to end there ; and whoever pretended, to laugh 
at this anxiety, and be careless as to what was to 
cooie, we should look upon him. as either a fool, or a 
madman at best." 

>^ i allow this," said Tremaine. . 
- ^^ In this state of things, then,^' pursued Evelyn, 
^^ suppose a tradition or traditions iiad. existed &r a 
series of years, from the oldest times knpwn, in .tbe 
country where this awful visitation prevailed,, one of 
which traditions re<:ouiited why the iisitcution was 
fii^st ordained; — that -the ship came from the domi- 
nions of a mighty Frince, to whose petsonal gowra- 
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Blent the nAUon in quesdoirbad been originally siiib- 
Ject,' and wfao still cbntinoed- so far to govern theni, 
that be sent out this ship to call every nmn to his fke- 
connt ; Aat he had fi-equently sent n^essengers among 
them for this pdiTioee, imirnihg ikem of their state; 
fltnd that, on one oceasion^ be had sent a Prinoe of 
his own femily^ to acquaint tbemwitb the nature of 
the country to vrhtcb they werebound, and to im- 
press upon them that immediately on tb^ arrival 
they should be nioit strnri^ examined, and punished 
or rewarded according to th^ir deserts.-' . 

*< T see vrhat ^ott irould infer," cried Tremaine. 

*' It is plain/' said Evelyn; ^^ aiid I adk^ in tbe 
firdt pliftce, whetl^r, v«tith the known fact of the ship 
constantly before us^ such traditions would be unrea- 
sonable?" 

<^ They would be as reasonable as I can- suppose 
any tradition to be/' answered Tremaine: 

** That is a considerable admission," continued 
Evelyn. 

•<! Not much," interrupted Tremaine, ^^ fi>v I loc4c 
upon all tradition as so unsatisfkctory, so little pre- 
cise, and so impossible to be proved, that I tmild 
just nothing liptiW it." 

** Yet tradition is Sometimes very accurately deli- 
vered down to us, and even consecrate by festivals 
and solemn ceremony," said Evelym 

^^ Here, again, I am unfortunate," observed Tre- 
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.a)aine ; ^^ I ask for truths and I am sent to ceteimony; 
What can be derived &Qm so fleeting, so foolish^ so 
capricious a thing?'* 

" More than you seem to be aware o^'* answered 
Evelyn. ^^For, not to lose time in general reason- 
ing, l6t me ask you, in our own country, when you 
see the bonfires and the hanging inr^ffigy on the. fifth 

of November " 

i . " Surely," cried Tremaine, almost impatiently, 
" you will not gravdy argue this ! Who does not 
see that it is the interest or amusemeAt of a parcel of 
idl^. boys that keeps it alive, and but for thi$^> np man 
would hear of it.'.' . , ' 

. 'f You forget," said Evelyn, " that the State itself 
>has Banctiohed the day,, as one of tbank^iving, and 
tp be kept holy* But even if it were not . so, how 
•.was it that these idle boys could get such ^ thing 
firsttolerated, and then encouraged ? Will not. your 
.oindour allow, and your knowledge of history prove 
to you, that the mere celebration of this roug^ cere- 
.mohy indica.tes the general outline of the plot it pre- 
tends to commeinorate ?'' . ». .. . 
;... " Perhaps it does,'* said Tremaine.. .. 

^^ In like manner, no Jew, hawever unprejudiced, 
'but believed, and bad reason to believe, from the- re- 
gular and reverential celebration of the pa^^over, that 
there had been bondage ir^ Egypt, and deliverance 
from it, by a passage of the Red Sea." 
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^' DeliTerance, if you will/* cried Tremaine ; 
'* but not by miracle." ' 

** That is not now the question ; the point only is 
as to the probability of some foundation for the tra-* 
dition recorded in the ceremony. Again, therefore, 
I ask, whether, in the case supposed, when we have 
a perpetual historical tradition, supported by (dere^ 
monies, and sealed with . blood, that a perton h|| 
been among us who said he came from that couiit^,' 
where he had seen all those victims who had been so 
regularly carried ofi^ and seen them regularly brought 
to trial, and punished or rewarded, according to tberr 
merits — ^whether, I say, we could deem such a tradi- 
tion to be either very incredible, or even very irra- 
tional ?'♦ 

^^ You have, I own," observed Tremaine, after a 
very long pause, and three or four turns in the gal- 
lery by himself " stated these topics of my former 
meditations, in a clearer and more pointed manner 
than I ever before knew them : and yet, if I were 
not afraid of offending you, I have seen them all so 
pierced with ridicule, that I own even all your learn- 
ing and ingenuity, your elaborate demonstrations, 
and your appouteness of illustration, are ill able to 
stand it." 

"The best and most holy things," said Evelyn, 
gravely, ** may be made the butt for ridicule to shoot 
at. Whether they repel^ or are hurt by the .dart, is 



114 TnmHJ^rnp^ 

a difl^FBQt questifm; an4 ]FOU/miist gW^ xs^Ubnq to 
doubt the laiit." ' 

"You, will allow," TBinmedTr^mm^ ^VAat- ri- 
dicule ^ what has been called. tb^;tfe[tlt of t^ruth;" : 

*^ I aijowno such tfein^" ri^pU^d R^fiyp, wiib 
great Et^nopiH^sS) <^ even if ive cOuld, wiib aa>y jpifepH 
si^n^ \indQ]f9tand. what ridKuk i^- Vc^t tiie jiaost 
part I m^y think ithat what i&ci^kd th^ i^idic9ile pf 
sacFfri thingB, can only d^m^jU^ jbi:€^ frpaa. thp.pi^Qr 
fligacy of tho^e whom it enlists in it» Avqpiporu 1 bfr- 
lieve you have a reppect for .Chi;7endQ9>" «|dcf^!^ 
Evelyn. , • .: , 

" j^ great and sincere one/' answered Tremaiii!^ 

^' Tell a\^9 thon, do you thinkthai. if that pr<Hli* 
gate and wicked Duke of Buckingham himself .(^^h^ 
turned out >^fteIward^( beneath^ Qonten^ptjiunjlfr the 
sword of the illustrions O^spry, like Thersites un$ler 
U]ys6P%) do, you thiidi that if he h^cl aUeni{)t^ M 
Mok QIarendon 4a ypu^ est^m, by such sUly :^tuff q^ 
impo^dujpon the King4 h^ would h^ve succeed^?*'; 

?I do not immediately recoUect tl>e stoVy/' aatd 
•Tmtiaifte;. . ; /. : j 

": You renn^mber the thongs and the bellows borne 
before bitn for mace and purse^" i^jqined Evelyn, 
^^ which was said to have gone &rther than any thing 
dse, ih iSiggi tui^n^' a laiigh against thii ex cedent 
person^ a^Uim, by ainkid&g .him in respect^ pavii^ 
the way to:his min^'V i :.':■: .. 



Ttemame tmned it^vas'flbrpiisiiig the Kiag oouU 
have beeo sb'weak; . . . ? 

<^ Say mtbnr^ danucally,'' replied Evelyn. ^^ But 
at least, then, vfHh you, the eGOinidrdi;DQke, witb 
tb'e'jstitiliipec hiB accomplice^* mMikl7ibt.UMie ^c« 
eeeded;" ■ ' i ... . *• - .. * 

** Certainly not," cried Tremaine. 

^ And yet: here was ridicitle, and «icceflAfiil too^'' 
said £Telyn; ^^ but whether, the snceess.wae owing 
to the wit^'or'tfacf base mscality of those on whcMn it 
operated^ b ptehape a question which King Oiaiies^ 
if he were aUve, would not like to be asked. Tell 
me," cohiimied Evelyn^ ^' if any.ohewei^e.toatteDiipt 
to ridicule your 'fitther,^-who wa9 lame, and what in 
(»1led old«&8hioQed^ but whom, I lielieve, you vene- 
rate for his worth- and innocent life,-^by imitating 
his lameness, his dress, or manner/ or even any little 
foible he might have ; let the imitaior do it ever- so 
well, do yoQ think it #ould bneak in itpdD your 
respect for the person imitated ?" 

^ You cannot be serious in asking," said Tremaine^ 

" And yet," pursued Evelyn, ^^isa far as initation 
wefnt, it might be thought ridiculous, andiyour father 
might be said io^be tiimedinto ridicule." 

Trettialne assented. 

"You see, thefl/'udded Evelyn, f« that merely to 

■* Duchess of Cleveland. 
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tall names, or to take liberties, or perhaps (for I 
sbrewdljrsuspect whom you allude to in what yoii 
have said), to tell lies, is at least not wit : but, whiett- 
ever it be, as it is in every body's power, there is 
little difficulty, and xrdYiseqiiently little merit in it/'' 

Tremaine desired him to explain his 'meaning 
farther. 

, " What I mean is, that even for wit to succeed in 
bringing virtue or wisdom, much more religion into 
contempt, there must be great aptitude to the con- 
trary qualities in those who are to judge ; but if, in 
the things supposed, there is no truth for the ridicule 
to hang on, the wit itself is rather equivocal.'' 

" All that is very clear," said Tremaine. 

^^ Now, theii, if you please, for the ridicule which 
you say has so shaken you upon our late awful sub- 
ject." 

" I alluded to Voltaire>" answered Tremaine. 

'<I thought as much, observed Evelyn; *^ahd I 
very much fear you mean in the trash of tlie Diction- 
naire Philosophique." 

" It is true," said Tremaine. 

^< This, in a man of your class and character of 
mind, is not what I expected !" exclaimed Evelyn. 
^^ But will you point out the instances of this attempt 
at wit ? for of wit itself, on these subjects, I have no 
hesitation to say he had none." 

" Voltaire no wit !" exdaimed Tremaine, 
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<^That I didnot say," replied Evelyn; ^/on the 
contrary^ I have willingly laughed with him, in his 
Contes, as well as w^t with him in his Tragedies ; 
his ease and el^ance, on almost whatever subject 
he handles, delight me ; but I am equally moyed, 
not merely with detestation at his impiety, but with 
wonder at the empty impudence with which he 
attempts to support it. Hume had some learning ; 
Bolingbroke at least borrowed some ; Epiqurus 
made a great sect ; and Cicero every-where keeps the 
mind on the stretch : but for this wit of yours, if he 
hi^ written nothing else, I should have thought him 
only a fool." 

** Can you blame me, however,", said Tremaine, 
** you, who own his wit, for paying tribute to it when 
I'find it ?" , 

" By no means," answered Evelyn ; " but I deny 
the wit which presumes to prepare us for laughing, 
by imposing upon us what we know to be. false; and 
I am at a loss to understand how a man of judgment 
can be dazzled by sophisms so glaring, and, there- 
fore, so contemptible, that I know not which to won- 
der at most, their idiotcy, or their impudence." 

^'.Towhat doyou particularly apply this severity?" 
asked Tremaine. 

^* Possibly to what you may have thought most 
witty," replied Evelyn. " Take, for example, his 
illustration of the soul, by the clapper of a bellows, 
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die body beiog, as be says^ the bellows itself. ^ There 
is a clapper to it,' be says^ ' wbicbgiises it motio[i;and 
use, and which I. bate imide ibr it,' bexadds,/ under 
the name of soul. Yet the bellows e^cT be prilled to- 
pieces, apd the poor soul ^oes with it/ .What child 
does not see tl^t the bellowS(;dnd . the: clappeir. are «^l 
one machine ; that, inde^, the machine cannot <be,.a 
bfllows, but a mere piece of wood, wi^ut the.diqph 
•per : and if he must have a comparison, for the soul, 
it can only be tlie band that uses it, and sets it in 
motion. This is wholly distinct, you see, firom^its 
body, and so far is for us ; yet you, perhaps, have 
formerly laughed at this, Mr. Tremaine !" 

^^ Formerly, I confess I have : certainly,, not of 
late-" 

"And why not?" 

^^Not because what you say quji^ht : not to have 
been, obvious b££3]fe," replied Treiiiaine; " but 
because, from .my huiuoiur at tlie. time, !tK>in€t: mist 
onaust have been before .my eyes, which is now miiicli 
-remxjved." . . 

<* You rqoice me," 6aid;£v^yn,^fflAdX will not 
therefore goon.; othei'wisei) would wish you to con- 
sider the truth and fairness with which he. adiis if the 
Creator would condescend (alluding ito the Jews) to 
be the Kinjg of usurers: aoid; oid^rclothesmen ? ^he 
' wat, you see^ is in, calling thesubjectsiof the. Altnigfaty 
,by these diagasting. names. Y^ifae witisa^lie.; for 



he has wilftilly confounded themddem with the an- 
cient Jews. Agaih) he is witty/ to be suiey in askitig 
whai is meant by going irp -to'heavien, when in the 
planetary systeni there is neither upwards nor down- 
wards ; and is most especially facetious whenhevays 
Aris heaVen of oiirs is nothing more than.a parcel of 
clouds and vapours. Who doesinot.see <I am sure 
the nierest' child will) that he* here witfiilly confounds 
the atmosphere which surrounds the earth, and which 
we call heaven ip physics, with the happy pli^ee, 
whatever it is, which; we designate by that name in 

" This is trtfe,"' said Ti-emaine. 
• <*Of a piece'with thiS)"'piirstied Evelyn, *^are his 
sneers at the sacred story, where, labouring through 
falsehoods of his own invention, he tells you that the 
Patriarch Abraham found it convenient to pass off a 
beautiful wife for a sii^ter, in order that he might make 
tnopey of her, by disporing of her beauty to the King 
of Egypt. The whole wit is here lost, because the 
statement is a lie. Were I to go into all the blasphe- 
mies 6f the DictionnairePhilosophiqne, and examine 
lAeir witty dress, which seems so to have dazzled your 
iiaaagihatioh • . . . .'- . . 

^'ISfy dear friend," interrufUed Treroaine, " I will 
sfyare you the trouble; 1 have long given up, upon 
difise .subjects, eien the wit of Voltaire." 

Tile Doctor again giaaped his hand, andcom^ 
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mending his candour, asked if he had. been, able to 
satisfy him on their awful subject? 

*<Ih many things,'" answered his friend, "you have 
entirely ; in many, you have opened a new mode of 
viewing them, which I will not fail to pursue ; and if 
not in aU convincing, you have at least pointed out 
the road to conviction. '^ 

Evelyn embraced him affectionately, and could not 
help asserting that if this were so, it would be. the 
happiest day of his life. 

"Yon are the truest of friends," said Ti'emaine, 
"and I own myself much relieved on many most 
important points. Still there are otl>ers on which 
you must have my whole confession. I would not 
conceal a difficulty from you, even to gain what you 
know is my highest object on this side the Heavea 
you teach me to believe in." 

Evelyn was moved even to tears, and asked hioi 
to propound the whole extent of his difficulty at 
once. 

" I will readily," answered Tremaine ; " but per- 
haps another time were best, for the day advancesi. 
Meanwhile, I need not say that thus far we have only 
meddled with metaphysical difficulties, on the nature 
of matter and spirit. We have not even touched upon 
the moiial arguments which^ to me, are, I own, the 
most confounding of the two. As a soil of notice, 
therefore, shall 1 confess my scepticism^ or, what it 
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iBoretraly 19^ my embamissment, as to a pfttticukr 
Providence; the care which God may think it worth 
while to take of us, farther than by the g^ieral lawfr 
of nature he has imposed upon us ; th^ compatibility 
of our free- will with foreknowledge; the necessity^ 
much more the uncertainty, of future retribution ; 
and the existence of evil, both moral and physical, 
to sucb an extent of horror, as would lead us some- 
times to lie down and despair. Religion must, in- 
deed, be all she is represented by her votaries, if she 
can reconcile all these conflicting, these agonizing 
difficulties ; for such they are to every mind not ab- 
solutely hardened into indifference by selfishness, 
druitk with prosperity, or maddened by crime.'' 

^^ A man who can so es press himself," said Evelyn, 
kindly, << must really be unfortunate if he miss the 
truth he seeks. I do not disguise the thousand hard 
things that surround these awfiil questions. Yet, I 
trust, I shall be enabled to lead you through the rocks 
and shelves without shipwreck." 

** Willingly shall I follow your compass," said 
Tremaine ; ^ and, from the fruit of to-day, I will 
hope the best." 

" It was then settled that they should meet again the 
next day, at the same hour and place ; and, mean- 
time, the Doctor said he would proceed on foot 
through a long line of vineyards to Orleans, in search 
of Georgina's boat. He would have asked Tre- 

roii. III. G 



naaine to accompany him^ ^b be had done Abe <}ay 
l^&re, but pcfrceiving bim iiiclioed to be culetit, be 
£brbore; and^^t last, rleft him Ictet in a deep xeTierte, 
fixE»m which, hewing it ivigbt lead to good^ he had ho 
iaclination io rQusebim* 



CHAP. X, 

PROVIDENCE. 



" TChiak that the clearest Gods, who make them honouxs. 
Of men's impossibilities, have preserved thee.*' 

SHAk^PBAtE* 



Georgina's boat was the prettiest in the world.. 
At least, the boat-letter said it was the prettiest that 
ever came out of the hands of Monsieur Perrault ; — 
which was the same thing* In truth it was a very 
pretty barge, and swam, as the boat-letter said, like 
a cork; nay, he was not sure, if you loaded it ever 
so much, or evenboced a hole in the bottom, that it 
would sink. ^^ D'ailleurs, it was painted as if for a 
queen; it was green where it ought to be green, and 
white where it ought to be white ; had an awning of 
green taffeta, with fringe and tassels of pale pink^— 



^nsHAiNE. 193 

not ^bsoliitely pink indeed, -but rather soupgon 
cPcdillet; then again the blades of the oars were all 
COTered with gilt dolphins, which would so glittcar in 
the sun. In shorty it was a barg^ for Cleopatra elte 
m^me, and Ma'amselle would be so at her ease ! 
The price a poor Louis par jour — cheap for the boat 
merely, let alone two skilfiil rowers — c*6(oit absoluf 
ment unrien^outre •••••" 

" Enough, enough !" pried Evelyn, who at first 
was disposed to admire the boat-builder's eloquence, 
but got tired of it before it was. near a conclusion; 
wfaich^ indeed^ it was tiot, when he thus broke in 
u|>qn it, and spoiled the tirade. 

- The'object, however, of Monsieui Perrault's agent 
wasF gained, for the bargain was struck, and Evelyn 
W|is to be/put in possession of this barge of Cleopa- 
tra, for a Louis par jour, as long as he chose to keep 
it ; and this, the boatJetter most kindly, and only 
for the sake of Ma^amselle's health and pleasure, 
wished might be a very long while. 

To handsel it, behold the good Doctor embarked 
with his two rowers, and steering, if I must not 
rather say, blundering back again to the fishings 
house. It was, indeed, an attempt manquS; for the 
truth is, what with the wandering of his eye over 
both banks of the river, and his recollections of his 
recent conference with his friend (to say nothing of 
that which was to come) j he. plunged the two water- 
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men> neither of whom \faii u landscape painter or 
n^etaphysician, not indeed, into the water, but into 
aU Borts of diflScuUies, and twice ran tbem aground, 
into a soft bed of mud, which sadly deteriorated the 
splendour of Cleopatra's barge* 

Georgi^a was, howeyer, delighted with her &tber*s 
success for her ; and, though she thought a wbcfo^ 
day rather Ipng to have been employed on this little 
cockle shell, yet she owned the bauble was a yery 
pretty bauble, and Evelyn a very kind papa, to throw 
away so much time upoi^ her pleasures, . 

Ah ! had she but known on what he had reaUy 
been employed for her, the greatest part of the day ! 

Be that as it might, as the soft air of that charm- 
ing climate really agreed with her, and she felt re« 
cruited in strength, as well as soothed in spirit, by 
all sh^ felt and saw, it was determined to pass an . 
hour that very evening upon the beautiful Loire* 

Glad to escape &rther questioning upon the em- 
ployment of the morning, her father gave into this 
with'pleasure. Lisette was ordered into attendance, 
to her very grent joy, — begging only deux minutes, 
which ^he took care to make ten, pour &ire sa petite 
toilette ; and, taking a stool at Gebrgina's feet, was 
not sorry to display her dark eyes, and white teeth, 
and her guirlande of roses, fresh pulled for the occa* 
sion, not merely to the obvious admiration of her 
owQ boatmen, but to the pa^ngers in the numerous 
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Iktte floats wbich they passed or met^ going or. ra^ 
turning,' on ibis a^ft-gliding river. . . 

G^rginaw&s alaaost amused at her coquetterie, 
'Mfd fivielyn, glad she could be amuaed with aiiy 
thing, strqve to drive away hfs own pensiveijiess ; tiU, 
after a pleasing ekcursion, she returned^ and retired 
nearly for the night. 

It was during that night, that this excellent man 
ireVolved in seriousness their changed, but still uncer- 
^n situation with Tremaine. That he Was evi- 
dently a different being on many radical j>oiat8, and 
bade' fair to appi'oach what waa so much wished in 
4ii, gave the truest satisfitctioo, even 'to scruples as 
:£$rong as Eveljrn's. Tremaine .had opened, how- 
ever, a featful ]»rospect for the ne&t day, which filled 
his friend with uneasiness. ^^ But I will .trust to 
. what has already been efifected/' said Ev^lyp to him- 
self. *^ The bias of his mind is changed ; his pr&ju* 
diees^ if not subsided, are no longer stubborn ; the 
rubbish that overlaid bis candour 'is at least cleared 
.away." 

With this reflection, and commending himself and 
his daughter to Heaven, whose instrument he still 
boped to b3, he sank into a sweet rest. 
■ The next morning he found Greoi^na pleased 
enough with her water excursion to be thinking of 
another. But as the sun was too powerful, she will^ 
iiigly put it off till the^vening ; and being well pro- 
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▼ided M^ith bQ6k% die the n^orefeudflf altoWed 'hei" 
ikther to proceed ^igain wicho^it her to Orkaris^ t<^ 
pmem,, as be' sftid^ (niid? what wiis, in trnth) no 
"fiction,) ailetter of 4:redit to the banker, and ibofbcr 
^intvodaett<»i'to tfae^sltopofthepbee. ' 

It may be supped tq what phvdE^ he fii^t Went, 
and he was glad to find Tremaine oii the aWn^.'and 
fitU of genaine saiis&ctio^: at th^r la^ ^tonfevend^* 

^^ There is not a point that we tooched,"' said 'h#, 
^^ on '?^ich I &el that I can any longer disajgrefe 
withyou*"^ ' .i- 

Bttt, on entering the house, and .particularly (he 
•gallery, they fotmd> that it wasno longer 4 hatint^ 
tetited pfailolM)phy. - More andnirote fiirriilalPe hW 
gradually aGcumt^ted, and ^e. mepuisier's piS^fe 
"fiom Orleans were in full possession/ Itwas'only^ 
however, .changing- the gallery fer the yew-t^e ^Mt, 
ilvbich overtmng the rirer in a charming terrstce,- and 
'they were as miieh to themselves as if in ^e PotSib 
at A thehsj or the garden of Academus itself. ' 

But their retirement was stmngely invaded, altnoiiit 
as soon as they reached it. A e^t from below sound- 
ihglikea bullet, struck the very hiat oftreftiaine^; 
and cries of ^^garde I' garde !*• vociferated loufiy oki 
tihe Othe^ sid& of the terracef, shbwied that other dap- 
^r was near. Bol;h firr^ndi^ran to a Utdegatey lht€fe 
or fouir paces frokh thehm, whibh was then wide opi^ 
to the road, and ere they hsiA closed it a single mo* 
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lamt, ihey were appalled by tb« si^t of ft- dog, a|^ 
parently in all the horror of madneds^ mmiibg head- 
long in the path that 4ed. straight through the gale 
into the terrace where the friends- were. Evelyn hafd 
barely a moment to close it; but closed as it- was, 
the dog attempted to kap it ; his feaming jaws wete 
"within a few inched Of StelyaV hieM, while k wds 
securing the fi^stenif^;^ and the danger of liisttu^- 
ceeding in arepeetted leap was. HK>igreaty'that'!]bl!h 
iriends, afraid to face him^ and still more toquit ilte 
gate, stood still, quite powerless to advance or retreat- 
At length, the poor toimal, which' had rati miles, 
abd was quite exhausted, lay down in piteous 
ihoanirig, and seemed to be panting out its last 
breath, when the 6arde-de-chasse who had fired at 
»i before, came within shot again, andj by a' more 
successful aim, released it fibm its misery. 

Both Evdyii and Tremaine, though they had reco* 
v^ed their presence of mind^ looked at each other 
vHth mingled fear and horrbr. This soon gave way, 
pechaps in. both, to ahother sentiment. Evelyn's 
heart wai» certainly fulll, and he longed to pour it but 
to that Providence, which, he believed, had so pal- 
pably preserved him. 

; "And you, t»o, my friend," cried be, "have iw- 
.fioi}| in your heart, at lea^ to Ml down and worship 
<be hand that has protected us both.*' 

Tremaine wmscertainly much affected; and peiT- 



. ceivuig tbat heBfaouldr^iiete his friaid (perhbpa hiiti*' 
BelO> by quitting him tor a few minutes^ hastened 
into another walk of the garden^ — observing^ thai he 
would soon return. 

It was a real relief; for, of all things^ Evelyn 
hated exhibitions^ and he retreated into an alcove to 
be alone — ^if such any one can be said to be, whose 
full heart bursts fortli in thaidugiving to a Being, 
from whom it supposes it has just received the most 
signal instance of fitvour andprotection. 

When Tremaine was alone, it was in vain that for 
some minutes the calculating philosophy, which, had 
he not been a party concerned, would have led^him 
^ into a cold discussion about chance and accident, 
called by enthusiasts, as he said, by the name of 
Providence^ — it was in Tain that this assailed him. 
His feeling, that he had been manifestly delivered 
from- horrors, too great to be thought of without 
agony, got full possession, ibr a time, of his mind. 
He felt also for his friend. The raging*, miser- 
able animal's look and- howl were long in his ears 
and before his eyes, and a full tide of nature ap- 
proximated his feelings for a while to those which his 
friend would have most vnshed. It has been well 
said by Youngs — 

«A fe^ argves belter tbaii » Clark;' 

* 
and fio b^re, the horrors of hydrophobia made Um, 



Jot « mpisent.iL^ leasi;^ a diyine,. almost equal to Efe* 
lyn himself. But, as the terror went ofl^ add the 
^epirjtrepQveceii,. all this wjeakened; and though' be 
jw^^s by no means still unimbued with a sentiment of 
awo) and ^titilde too^ (suppp9ii^ )iim9elf to ht^ve 
bfen i^cially preserved,) yet that, there was any thing 
.jEeally special in it^ any thing more than a Tery 
favburable chance, after having been yerj near, to the 
.most horrid of all catastrophes, came at last to.be as 
questionable as if it had happened to another pai^y. 

When he returned ta Evelyn, he found him in con- 
versation with the Garde^e-clmsse, who relajCied that 
jthe dog:had passed by his cottage, about a quarter of 
a jnile off; that he had immediately loaded his 
double-l^rrelled gun with slugs^ and pursued him 
throu(i^ the wood ; that not thinking of any body on 
the. terrace, when be first, got within shot, be had 
fired, and would have certainly killed him and Tre- 
jnaine top,^ lor he was in the direct line of his aiip, 
hfbd not, at the very moment he pulled the trigger, 
aii.uxiaccountable tremor, or smsissemeniy as he called 
it, come over, and unnerved him. He traced it, he 
aaid, to the sudden sight of a small snake, which, at 
th# timiB, rwas gi?ossipg the path. ; 

'^Cela futheureux pour Monsieur;" added the 
Garde-de-chasse; "car, ilya dix ans que je n'ai 
manque." 

^This was an awful crisis,'' cried Evelyn, as soon 
g3 






<&W6 have certainly h^d a most mti^w e^lilp^, 
and have tbe highest reason id rejdi<!e in' dur g6oA 
fortune," implied Tr^nntifie. ^^I'^igbC, prdbOAf^ 
have been shot through the head, or both of lis pb^ 
sibfy the victims of the most hoiritble of all etih, bw 
ibr.^ " 

<* What ?"^ ask-ed Evelyn, observing that he pansed; 
but Tremaine t$d not fovisb the sentence. ' ' . 

**^If it were not for the sad doubts of Pro¥idence 
you have expressed/' continued Evelyn, **1 should 
hope you hlid been going to acknowledge its fiiig^ 
in this fearful event. For my own part, I am 
scarcely recovered from the tumult of awe, gratitude, 
and anxiety, with which it has filled me." 

<^ Could I suppose," rejoined Tremainey *«thkt 
Providence was busied about so humble a 6i^eature 
as myself^ I should have the happiness of feeling ait 
you do. But, alas ! the millions of such accidents^ 
and such escapes ! What is there in them, but th&t 
fortune, that chance, if I may so say, tha€ pervades 
the whole constitution of things, and deals out safety 
to-day, and death to-morrow, without any piroviding 
power being necessary, farther than the original laws 
which, govern our actions. But I rep^t to you, I 
would give the world to think as you do." 

"Tell me, my friend," said Evelyn, "was that 



])Mr epimoh ^hm tfatd' lioiVor was^treihupbti ydur 
$6ti^»^^; I meiKii hatf an hour ago ^^ • ^' '^ v' ' »• 
' *^ Perhaps not, exaetly,'* answered Tremain^i 
** When we are on the brihk of destruction, and 'me 
tto .human chaH£e C)f deliVerahee, yet are delivered, 
we not unnatui^Hy thtidc the aid' comesr froto an uti* 
•een power. Nevertheless, the impression is merely 
mechanical and momentary; it cannot stand* thi$ 
probe of reasom'^ . , .^ ♦ 

** You are no doubt, then/* returned Etelyn, " jAret 
pared to tell me/ why it should Be tUiis tiiei^hanttal, 
i^hen so absolutely &ke iniis tendency ; that id, wliy 
the maiehine, as you <:all it, should. be endowed with 
so very strong, and yet so very meteisu, fti^ii^ ! 
Machines that are the work of" merely human hiLTvisi 
i^ not, 4ii generaV'provided with expensive and 
elaborate contrivances, that lead absolutely id 
nothing. Why, then, should it be so with machines 
J^yond all human power to imitate, and made by an 
Artist whOvUever acts in vaiii ?** 
• '** I perceive we are embarked in our subject,'* said 
Vremaine. " As to^ your.question, I imagine it is not 
true that we are so endowed with this feelings as ydn 
seem to thinly but rather that it proceeds from a 
vTeakness in our nature.*' 

' *^ Again, I ask," returned Evelyn, " If a weakness 
and of our iia/trre,how came we tabe endowed witli 
it? I repeat, toAy this weakness I" ' 



<< I .know not," said Jbis fiiend i ^ but it' ii mo9^ 
true, that amidst a thousand wants, and uncer*^ 
tainties, apd unaccountablefears, bpth for th^ present 
and the future, nothing is so comforting as to believe 
we haye a friend close at our side ; and, therefore^ we 
believe it. Are we not all prone to believe what we 
wish ? do we not believe it ? and yet, are we not too 
often wrong ?'' ' . ! ' 

<^ That,'' said Evelyn, ^^ must depend upon the 
particular constitution of the party. ' You suppose a 
sanguine man; I may suppose a melancholy one. 
Yours is buoyant with hope ; mine, sunk in despair. 
There are as many, perhaps^ of the one as the other^ 
This, therefore, does not make out your supposition^ 
that the feeling proceeded from mere weakness. But, 
even though a weakness, you allow it is a natuml 
one?" . 

" I do," said Tremaine. 

^< Then let me ask you, if ever you knew a natural 
feeling implanted in vain^— any one totally useless iO 
one's self, or one's kind — in short, so useless, that 
human nature could go on just as well without as 
with it?" 

Tremaine hesitated, and Evelyn proceeded : 

^^ Take the strong affections : for example, love, 
friendship, pity, gratitude, admiration at what we call 
great and good, the sympathies, their unea^ness,. 
and their relief by the indulgence - of benevolence^ 



aiidl ap effoit Co siicci^ry li®Ip> ^M com^t those who 
areaiSicted. These, you will say, ails aU medianical ; 
but can' reaaon say they are fatse^ or that ibey lead 
to fiilsehood? Still \em can it say, that tbqf am^ 
useless; and if . not, that they proceed firom un- 
necessary weakness^ which ought, therefore^ to be 
conquered/V 

^^ What you have enumerated, and probi^ly, even 
this- very weakness,'' said Tremaine, ^' may not be 
useless, and I have allowed they are not unnatural." 

^^Then being natural, or even, if you please, 
mechanical^ there was at least a reason for their 
mechanism ; they were not created for nothing; and 
we may confide in their dictates, as true dictates.-' 

^ I see your aim," said Tremaine. 

"You see the truth,'V continued Evelyn; "for 
again I ask, can we acknowledge all these feelings to 
be ibr some good end, and springing from some 
substantive &ct-*a rule, as it were, belonging to our 
existence, (for such must all natural 'feelings be,) 
-Hand yet state that all is weakness, blindness, use- 
lessness, though all is nature ? 

"Recollect our friend Locke," continued Evelyn? 
"a man who certainly was not a person to jump to a 
conclusion. He tells you in terms, that though God 
has'givenias no < innate ideas of himself, though he 
has stamped tio original characters in our minds, 
wherein we mayreail l^s being, yet he hath not left 



tui witiicnit Wittieds, sitice * we iiave cliense, ^4(;vpMvii9 
abd reason | and i^oiiot waiit a clear proofs oP.biflS^ 
as long as we- carry- ourselves about with us\^'^-' ' *^' 

'^'•Tis a remarkable ^expre88ioh/*^d Treihainei ^ 
• Evelyn pi*oceediBd.t ^ He goei dn, i tfairik/even t(> 
State j tbat the proof from- Teasbir' is' equal to matlie^ 
matical certainty ; yet that the one, noinbfd'tHu^ 
the other, can be discovered Witliout regulkr dedac- 
tiohsfroin ^me part of bur intuitive knowledge/*- ' 
.« The intuitive knowledge in religion is the desi^ 
deratum," observed Tremaine. ' ' ' 

<* And yet, where is the difficulty in' tlie tine monl 
ftian inthe other ? ^ The things you'towilHiigTy tafci 
for granted in -mathematics, beFoi^ you even tdttt* 
mence your Euclid, are supposed intuitive; yetf they 
i:>ught-by no means to be without a ticfecfsMty for 
proof in the ^yebf a sceptic, if he is only tis^scef^ 
iml in physics as he is in mrbrals. - Now all iNvant hi 
that you should allow intuition in the one, as well as^ 
(il the other." 

^ If you mean it as to Providence, prove yotfr in*-^ 
tuition a little more clearly," said Tremdine. 

^^ Why we see the whole world," continued Eve- 
lyUj " from one end 'to the other, through every cli- 
mate, in every nation, civilized or not civilized, even 
(hoiigh in the groi^t barbarism : we see all divisiofis 
c^men, IeiII s^cts in religion^ the followers of Moses, 
and Mahomet, as: well as of Christ j cf Baal and 



Oli%^ anSi Btunia, of Conifiiti^B^ c^^ ijatna of 
Ta«fiu^, of tU§ ^^iftlipikUU k>f the Meliteiis, vQb 
addrer» of Jupiter, tte' wbrsliippeVs oP Heroies ;'-^ 
allcon&iss die GO(!ii^d,and'the necessity tor prayed; 
all join in its'^3tefdsR^,' because all too fetaUy, kt om 
period or Other Of tlieir Itves, feel- the necessity for 
pfOtectioii, the diemafid fer congelation, the asptra^- 
tiond of hop^, tte di^adfulness''<)f d^ain Tli^ 
Consul of Rc>i1lie co^ld nc^t fij^ till lie had ihspeeted 
the'^ntmilsof thesatiificdis nor itbe ^cbnl*^ o^ God 
among the Huns, till he had immbhted a horse. It 
was said of Caligula, ' thitj h^ crept- utidfer the bed 
vB^bei^ver it <hWf(deW« ' iTte hiost ei^fty Of kii^, 
Lewis XT«^- coufd^ do nocht^g wilhdiit the Tirgiii. 
Th<$ most sturdy of oitf Rele>rmers, those ^^o brote 
the 'Chain of 'Romish' superstition^ v^ere the^selV^ 
devotees to even visible interposition ; and the bbid 
and in^ious Voltaire him^lf di^ in an agony of 
horror. In more &miliar liib, I have heard of robbers 
who could iibt advtoce to the pillage and even mur* 
der^cVf mankind, 'without imploring success on their 
enterpnse, from that Deity who prohibits all wrongs. 
Dtrk Hatterick could not proceed on a Smuggling ex- 
pedition withbut'being blessed by a* gipsy. I havfe 
myself seen- at a gaming-table a wr^tch^ country^ 
man kneel down^^in a Comer, bespeaking favour froni 
God himself, t)[^ a^pa^ticular card ; and I haveals6 
witii^S^d the most dreadfUl 'impieties, the most ^hcA^k** 
ing imprecations against Heaven, on ill success. 
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^* Wfaeoce can all this tide of uniform feeing be^ 
Tixim the emperor to the peasant, from the religious 
zealot to the nnost licentious philosopher ? Why does 
it thus always prevail, Under millioAd of discrepan- 
cies, mutual oppositions, mutual hatred (hatred even 
to extermination) whether among nations or indivi- 
duals ? Whence can it arisef, except from something 
so ingrafted in our hearts, so universal in. our com- 
position, that it is nature herself that crie? within us, 
that ikere is an all-seeing, all-providing, as well a^ 
all-powerful God r' 

" You put it strcmgly," said Tremi^ine. 

^^ Hence,, were I called upon," continued Evelyn, 
^' to characterize man, among other definitions, I 
should &Ly he was a religious, that is, a worshipping 
animal, and, of course, confiding in the Deity he 
worships,'^ 
. ^^ Is the latter so cleaT ?'' asked Tremiune. 

^' Whj, when we pmy, we expect. at least'.to he 
heard. It is nature, as I observe, that tells us to pniiy • 
Is i^ture, then, mocked by him who crated her ? 1^ 
it so with other animals ? When a hai*e is hunted, 
or a flock of sheep exposed in the mountains, does it 
occur to them to address their Creator for assistance ? 
or, if they escape danger, to thank him for supposed 
aid ? Why, then, dpes roan do this — man alone| 
who is endowed with reason ? If you tell me, he 
is trained to it, I ask why he is trained to it, and not 
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a bnite ? If you tell me^ ori accouki of that reason, 
you grant me the whole of what I adc. 

^ But you say it is liiere fantasy, and therefore 
useless. Man, therefore, is mocked by hia nature, a 
brute not ! 

^ Is this, then, your philosophy ? Is it consonant 
to' any analogy you have ever discovered between 
man ^nd brute ? Is it presumable from any data ? 
Is it n6t contrary to all data ? 

^^ Common sense^ then ' (the most in&Uible of 
guides), decides for us^ and if so, here is Providence, 
almost without an argument; for the conviction of it 
springs from natural feeling, and remains not only 
. mihoutp but in spite of arguments Here then is 
prayer, as an immediate consequence ; piGayer, which 
distinguishes man from all his fellow-animals. 

" Why, I say^ should this be, if it is useless i Tell 
me not of superstition. I renew the question in ano- 
ther shape. Why is man superstitious ? For ieven 
supierstition proves the belief of an interfering Gb)d. 
There may be ten thousand eri^rs, but'always belief' 
and always prayer. Why prayer, if no powfer ? or 
if power, no. willingness to hear? ' You talk of a 
law of nature I Prayer is that law ! Not yt>u, but 
fools have said it is priestcraft that haa done thi$^ 
Ridiculous! ' Could priestcrafl, kingcraft, or any 
craft whatever, retain the whole human race in chainp, 
from the beginning of time i Opprearion', fhtu^^ by- 



lis ttl^tHAtV^ 

^poctiPf^ daVe alm^r been remsieid^ aiid, IsooiMi' « 
later, with success. Tymntfl have been tbr6wn dow|i| 
nation^ emancipated, pfqudices hava disapp^red 
befoile the dayli^^ht of science* The oracles (tbj>:par« 
fection of priestcraft) have been extinguUhed i reli- 
gion nerer. Whef ever^ : then^ there is a liian, there 
also is worship; there, there&re^ pvajGer; and in 
pMiyer, emphaticttUy, tfa^ belief . of* Providemfe* 
Hence, as I contend, die fla£eira/ proof ofiit.^^ t 

** Yoii push your point ^annly, nay, even enthu« 
siastically,"' isaid Tremaina; ^^ but really, «o vast and 
disputable a question cannot, I should think, be de- 
cided by an assumed intuition. . Intuition, or W^t 
we call so, is liable to:8o maiiy ersors, so many cK- 
versities, that to me it is the least satisftttory of all 
proofe.'*' ■ > 

** I agree Math you,*' rallied Evelyn, ^ that it is 

: liable to error, and shcndd not be lightly assctmed; 

and you will observe that on this great poin^ noth^ 

less than the' universal consent of mankind is what I 

have cojanted upon." 

^< Let me ask you this,'^ continued Evelyn, per- 
ceiving Tremaine was hesitating 't — ^ When all brute 
aniolals, according to their seteral species, universel- 
ly pi^i^s4e tt paflftcular hiibit pr mode of existensi^ 
d6es it iy&t hfi|>pen that in is not fer-scMie end of 
tlieir being? and are th^ eVcfr di6at>pointed[ in iASU 
^d ? Is it for mere paddme thttt. tb^y do this ? Dp 



tb^fiitd nothing tth«ir imlirict faMrmttde'tlKBdiex- 
p6eii Nothing to ieobri[ipeMe' th^iir iitroable? ^ bt 
fthort^is: their nati&re mocked by «I1 they :thttSc'|im« 
fbrnlyda?" 

(< Of course ndty" «aid Tmn&inei )* ; 

^< Tiien^ if all nikiikind) let thtiin be|)lM}6dWh'€fe 
they will, exhibit certain predilectiottB, ^and iailqw 
u^mrBally one certain habit rneTecypart of the 
globe, all with one certain hopQ and expectation^ yift 
<all invariably to be disai^ointed, Bfaoiild we not say 
thait nature was nnju$t ' in tHis, and that the brutes 
wefne better off than we ?" 

'fremaifle allowed this migbit be so, if the ft^ 
"v^airaht^kcl it; ^ yet> after s^ll, might dot this unirei:* 
sal -ciihisent be moi^ owing to our nursesc than to 
nature ? They ate otLr first and mdst impt^ssife 
instructresses, and their lessons are atjeast the long^ 
est remembered • Your universal conse^ait roiay t^w- 
fi>re be merely universal education, and the expediency 
of such education would alone recommend it; for of 
its efficacious power, in keeping men under good 
l^overmnenty no one can doubt." > ^ 

^^'Irhe speictousness pf that iEirgument,^' returned 
Evelyn, ^^^ will not bear the touch of expaienee* 
Others, before you, have called all these conVictioos 
the:el^s of mei"^ nurses' tales; as if the tale df an 
AA wdmaxi could enchain the reasbn of a ^relloedU- 
cated man. I grant that with very weak, veiy igne* 
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raot^ and •even very wicked men^ the. impressions of 
che nurse upon Im ia&nt ima^nation remain' kin|^ 
. nay^ inay never weat out; and hence, the power of 
association in some persons over their lates^t b^^urs ; 
hence the continuing influence, during a whcde life^ 
of fke'early ghost and churchyitrd terrors^ But do I 
speak to a sensible, to a well-informed, oic fifflOh 
ntnded man, when I ask who, of that description, 
now bdieves in the pleasing horrors of his nursery ? 
No, Sir ! no ! — all that sorcery can no longer cha^l^ 
allifitlls down before the transparency of experience 
and real knowledge. Even in poetry, as we grow 
old we can scarce give fair piny to the spell of the 
poet over the imagination, which it was the deligki 
of our youth voluntarily to tender to his enchaiitf 
ments* Alas! that, thofse happy moments; should 
ever fleet away, and that we are now reduced, with 
a si^, to repeat with an energetic poet, 

* And e'en the churchyard ghost can charm no more.' 

^^ Far, however, very fur is this from being the 
Tate of religious belief, and particularly the belief of 
.a moral Providieace. Like conscience^ it may be 
stifle4# thrown aside, shunned for its incontvenience, 
when in the full career of pleasure, or business, pdi* 
tics, or war* But like conscience it returns^ iui4 
oilen with dreadful convictions, while the real tale cl* 
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the mirse^ the apparition, and the mtcfa, contiime to 
be defied^ laughed at, and despised.'^ 

. Tremaine allowed he waft shaken, 

>^ Believe me," continued Eyelyn, ^^ this is an an^ . 
choring place from which you can never drive me* 
Sbpfiomng your argument good, it is one of those 
arguments that 

' Play touud the head, but come not near the heart '/ 

for, howeyei: specious, the heart contradicts it. Upon 
this, however, I have perhaps too long insisted, and 
I can only therefore repeat; that I would rather take 
a truth concerning the most important interests of 
c^nr nature, from nature itself, than from the strongest 
inferences of reason against the voice of that nature. 
^ The -universal consent th^n tells me that to rob 
or murder is a crime* Is it so or not i Will sub- 
tlety, or precedents from history, (of which you have 
enough) prove that it is not so ? The universal con-* 
sent tells me that gratitude is both amiable and a ' 
duty. Is it so or not ? Some philosophers indeed 
may pretend to demonstrate that it is a weakness* 
Suppose we even cannot demonstiHte the contrary ;-— 
d& we the less acknowledge it a duty ? 
.^^^ In thisr^ect I am like my good Uncle Toby> 
who, idler listening, without a power of confuting 
them, to a whole consistory of doiCtors, who all 
agreed, without a doubt, that a moth^ was no reW 
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i]0n to her child; ^ Let the learned say what they 
will,' cried my Unde Toby, as they helped hira 
down stairs, ' I cannot but think there must have 
been some sort of consanguinity between the Duchess 
of Suffolk and her son." 
-Tremaine smiled, and said he knew not whether 
Uncle Toby or the Doctor had convinced him, bpt 
he would allow much to this univei^l consent. 

<< You do well," said Evelyn, " and must, from 
your candour, fix at last in truth ; and I know not 
greater truth than that spoken by nature, in the uni- 
versal eonstent I am upholding.. With such consent, 
with my own heart ^ecoiKtitig it, I. call this belief tt^ 
tuitive belief, and I cling to it with as much cer- 
tainty a» you do to demonstration; for if yoU ask, 
why I believe in intuition? I return the question 
with equal confidence, and ask of you, why you be- 
lieve in demonstration ?" 

<* The very word sihows the reason," answered 
Tremaine. 

« So'does intuition," replied Evelyn. " But ^re 
you sure^ as I be&re observed, that demonstration 
itself,, even geometrical demonstration, does not re- 
quire to be helped by, nay,. I would ask if it is not 
even founded upon, this intuition which you so 
d^pise?" 

'< Your meaning?" said Tremaine. ^< I have long 
widiied you to come-to this.". 



" The axioma,? r^ied Ev^lyp^ " the definitions, 
and pP8tulate8 of^Euclid/* 
Tremaine hf»itated. 

J^They. are ,aU: asiumed as intuitiTe/' ohsenoed 
Evelyn. 

^^ They are all clear," said Tremaine. 

. '^ So i& our feeling of religion," answered Evelyn. 
^^But LJ&now not that even your . mathematical 
sixioms are clear^ although I allow their truth. The 
figure of m circle, with all its radii, for example, is 
certainly not very simple ; . not so simple that* the pro- 
position as to the equality of the radii should be taken 
for granted, without the least enquify. Its definition^ 
that it is a figure contained by one line, far fi*om be- 
ing ea$y,. is^ perhaps, ^f all tiling the most difficult 
to conceive, without the figure before you. Yet thex 
wjhple prppositioj\ respecting ai circle is cdnaidered by 
some aji an axiom^ by others as a postulate. 

^^ What think you also of the commonest definir 
lions, without even an attemiH^.at demonstration, yet 
without vrhich you :canQO( stir a step ? How, by in- 
tuition,, are we to conceive the definition of aline-r- 
that it has length without breadth ? Still more, of a 
point — ^that it has neither parts nor magnitude ? A 
good iQC^ptio; would say that there is no such thing* 
It washencf^, no doubt, that Barrow, a very great 
mathematician as well as divine, thought that a be- 
ginner had a right to hate all the axioms demon* 
strated." 
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<^ Were you right a^ to your it^tuitioti, or ev6Q yoUr 
nmversal consent/' replied Tremaine, ^^ I mi^ht feel 
doubtingly as to what has hitherto a)^>eared to me 
past all doc^bt. But ihe Tery history of religicAi 
proves you wrong." 

^^ Explain that position/' said Evelyn. 
."In the first place," rejoined Tremaine^ *^'yo\i 
hold belief in: rel^pn, and particularly Providence, 
to be innate. Yet, with Locke, even you, and cer^ 
tainly myself, reject all innate ideas. . I need n&i 
tell you that you agree even with Bolingbroke dieie, 
that no ideas at all can be acquired, except through 
the senses; consequently none can be bom with us. 
Paley himself questions the existence of: a moral 
sense. Your intuition therefore seems to be demo- 
lished." • . V. 

" A very little enquiry," replied Evelyn, " will, 
I think, put that difficulty right. I grant you, if you 
please, that all ideas must be -acquired through > the 
s€ftises ; but not so the effects of those ideas upon the 
reasoQ apd upon the heart; and if, invariably, uni- 
versally, and from the b^inning of timev qfier.iita^ 
have been acquired^ ^A:^ opinions and feelings of kll 
men, whether saint^ savage, or sage, are to adore and 
to. beseech some unknown and. secret, but- not tfaert^- 
fbi^ less^demon3trable«and pow'erfiil^ BeiDg ;• to ask 
bis protection, and bdieve in him as our author and • 
di4)oser$ I say, if this is uniform and uisivet^ 
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ftUrdiighdiit .tfae:liusBaft ipechii tffter idbtd ftntf *c^ 
ifiniBd^' it is the tame thing, as to the resnl^ M if 
ihs/ddea: wJM innate. ' I think there- is a'&Ua^rf ill 
this^.tkat 3^001 call an idea, a moral seiwie, -whtth 
ought rather to be called a disposition, anaffiiction^ 
I had almost said Apasiion. And such, in fact, I 
hold true piety to.be;* Jliid 'why a passiob, if not 
founded in tirutlL? Why implanted, if only to mock 
us? It is not SO' 'With the acknowledged passions^ 
l^ire, charity, or emulation. These isdl tuiiibrmly 
betoog to us, yet show not themaelves immediately 
on ouf births. They must be latent, as all but in* 
stinct must be latient in>a chtld^ and emphatically a!i 
lovie is latent, until the subject is matured fot it. 

^ But it is enough f<» me that the seeds of this 
piety are there, to be ftursed into Kfe, ta sprout and 
frUptify^ and lead to our happinesi^ if we please, as ' 
%0CMa. as our state, is fit for it; which, thaiik Him 
Mrbo^ ii9p)aated it, is very soon.'' 

<^ I like yont explanation," said Tremaine, ob* 
s^fiting Svelyn pause, ^Vbut what then becomes of 
l^fkley's opinion against the moral sense ?" 
: >^ 1 do not think he was so unqualifiedly a^inst 
iit,: us you: seem to suppose^ Ltemember he puts a 
horrible. case. of asson,. betmying ^a tender father to 
hi* murdemrs^ and asks if a wild, man caught in ^e 
^pepods, ; (that is, one who. could knaa^ noiMng of thjc 
rfiloHons of.fatket end 9on^) nfere to hear this caito 
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fpjr the first timd stated, nvhether he would feel the 
horror we do, upon its recital* I own this was one 
of the few, the very few mistakes, which this most 
sagacious, and roost perspicuous Divine has made in 
his Moral Treatise. For it is evident the wild man 
' could know nothing lEibout the matter, and the illus- 
' trajLion, therefore, is no illustration at all."' 

" I think you are right as to this," observed Tre* 
maine; ^' but still as to your universal consent, I 
repeat, the history of religion contradicts it* For, 
recollect the thousands, the millions of undefined 
notions, the corruptions, the horrible and disgusting 
lucrustatiohs, that hang about it; the dreadfiil 
crimes perpetrated under pretence of s&nctity ; the 
murders, infanticides, lusts of all kinds, in short, the 
whole train of terrifying superstitions, that scare 
our hearts, and make poor reason mad ! All this 
shows, in many instances, that we are worse than 
the brutes who know not God, and that if this be 
religion, it were better to be without it." 

" In this you anticipate me," said Evelyn ; " but 
you will not, perhaps, think it overturns my ppinion, 
if you consider that the horrors you have mentioned 
can only apply to those poor, devoted creatures who 
ar# fictually thus corrupted, and are the victims of 
their own blindness. It will not aflect the general 
proposition, that man is by nature religious ; that is, 
that be has a heart piepared to second his reason. 
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and feel God in every pulse of it, as soon as he can 
ask the question why, and how he came here. All 
men will not, and, indeed, cannot answer in the 
same way. Some will be more rational, as well as 
more pious than others. Some may be stubborn, or 
stupid, or indifferent, or wilfully wicked. Others 
may be really bred in indifference, either from igno- 
rJince, as savages, or the profligacy of their parents 
and associates, as gipsies, vagabonds, and professed 
thieves. But it is enough for me, that the feeling is 
in so great a proportion as to be almost universal, to 
believe that there is a dependency of man upon 
God, as his creator and governor ; and whether he 
show this by offering sacrifices, even human, or 
driving nails into his flesh, or &sting till he is star* 
ved, or other ten thousand rabdfes of self inflicted 
penance which history records ; or whether he con- 
tent himself simply with adoring, with worshipping, 
with confiding and loving ; still my positioti holds, 
that we have almost as much intuitive prob^ not 
only of the existence, but of the government of the 
world by a Creator, as We have of the mathematical 
axioms of Euclid themselves, about which among 
rational people there is no dispute. You will ob- 
serve,*' continued Evelyn, ** the qualification I make 
as to rational people^ concedes more to you than you 
are disposed to do for us. For were I, to think it 
&ir to put you to universal suffrage^ without excep- 
h2 
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tidii for the intuitiye acceptance of ^ot^r axioms;, 
if^re I to pn t them, for example, to my gipsies, rogues, 
apcl Yagabonds, and demand tlieir intuitive assent 
to. the definition of a circle, I should, probably, have 
as much difficulty in obtaining it from them, as for 
any of my propositions regarding the existence and 
providence of God." 

^' I own," said Tremaine, taking up the last obser- 
vation, '^ that you have gone far to satisfy me, in 
many things you have uttered ; and, if you have not 
proved to my entire conviction the soundness of this 
argument from feeling— this position that i^ligion, 
and particula,rly a belief in Providence, is a passion 
of the beart-^you have at least opened a way to rea- 
son, which I shall gladly follow, till it lead me, as I 
hope it will^ to the satisfaction I seek. I told you 
yesterday I was already^ in this, half-converted; and 
I am the more sanguine, because not an impression 
you have described but I once felt, though nature 
alone, npt reason, I am sure, produced it: for I^ 
speak of my youth, and almost my childhood, \yhen 
the sight 6f the sun, a walk in a forest (as I once 
confessed to you), and even the mere, feeling of hap- 
piness, so usual in youth, created devotion, Alas! 
that such pure; pleasure should, after all, be&lse; 
and that. reason, our noblest gift, should destroy, 
sujch happy prejudice ! Oh, illusion ! Ulusibn ! how 
much, better dften art thou in thy fondest, and most 
deceitful dream, than the most substantial reality !" 



Evelyn e^ed his friend with ffjrmpathy, and both 
took a turn in the walk, in something likeagitation; 

ilt length, as if recdvering from a difficulty that 
liad shaken him, Tremaine resumedthe discussions' 

^ Tet, after all,'- said he, ^< in a matter ivhtdi 
Itdmits of the gravest, most profound, and ofteii the 
most subtle speculation ; confessedly oiie of extrieme 
diffieulty, (witness the radical differences of the 
irisest he^ck, the dieepest scholai^, the most search^ 
ing spirits;) iii a matter of this kind, is so vague a 
thing us' feeling to decide? Can there be ih any 
thing, but particularly in inoralg, a less Certain, and 
therefore a worse giiide ?'* 

^Tou win recollect,** replied Evdyn, ^ that 1 
aih deprived of our best, indeed, our infallible gnhfe, 
by our agreement to confine ourselves to natural 
religion; and not to touch yet upon revelation. 
But even here, Heaven forbid that feeling, or intuir 
tion^ which it more properly is^ should be our only 
argument, our t)hly proof^l** * 

^* Where are-your others ?*^ asked TremaiM. 

** Deps est quodcunque Tides !*' 

exdaiined Evelyhj— ** can you look around, arid 
want them ?" ' 

^* If you moEUi this,'* replied Tremaine, ^ ab 
applicable to the proof of a Creator, and so fkr df 
m^ original provider^ I have told you I caniioc* 
No| fiurWfiom me the blindness that can quesVion 



£90 smnnikiim* 

the bbwuiH^ tiQiforin,ia9/^ell as wdnderful exc^itl^ 
of the Divinity^' in^ all.t}i&.q;>^ations of what we 
de^gnate the laws af nature ; iar Jbo it to deny that 
stupiandoua pdwer which fpitned and balances the 
world, the sun,!aQid'the.p1ft^et9} the rise and return 
of.the dea^OQ8,.the swfc^t and conductof v^etatipn 
r^tfae exciter^ director, and queller of the^ storpi^r-Iie 
!who brandish^ tb^ thiipder, and prpstiates the 
fimstfi of Olympus, nay QLyn^piis itself^ or, on tlie 
other hand, clothe th^ gfeeii> yi^lley .with deUghl. 
'AU thia.aad It thoujsand. other phenomena equally 
obyious^ yet equally wonderful, are too palpably at 
work before my eyes, fi>f me to doubt a moment. 
Wei^ I ouly to sfee this pebble, whiqh librow in 
Xh^ air, descend constantly and seek the centre, by 
the same known and incpmp^eh^en^ible law,, I sl^uld 
.be re^y to acknowledge, worsjiij^ and adore," 

" You rejoice me much," cried Evelyn j and 
Tremaine continued :-^ 

'^ Was it not Yanini, who, being accused of athe- 
ism, picked lip k straw in the court, and from con- 
sidering how it came there, the seed it sprang from, 
the different processes of nature it had undergone, 
until it had produced bread, and had been lefl what it 
wasj made the finest refutation of the crime he.i/^a^ 
acfUBed of that ever had been heard ?" 

*' AH Jhis is excellent,'^ said JBvelyn. 
' ** 3nt, alasl" continued Trefnaine^ *«'allthis 



istops short, oh ! how miserably short of what yoa 
believe, and what 1 am most desirous of believing. 
It proves not the necessity of a watchful itUerposiHon 
even in physics, still less in moral etents. It is fitr 
from disproving that we are all of us left to our 
mere nature — even if our fate is not irrevocably 
assigned, and consequently our actions tlot our own. 
Of this I am sure, it by no means proves either a 
particular care of individuals in this worlds or their 
existence and judgment in a world to comeT' ' -* 

^^ I admire the warmth of your opening,*' said. 
Evelyn, " but this is a sorry conclusion." 

'^ Would to God you oould show me it was not 
tlie true one ! You would speak to willing ears." 

^^ I will at least try," pursued Evelyn ; ^^ nor have 
I the least objection, since you desire it, to slate the 
demonstrative reasons for my own belief; reserving 
myself to answer objections when I know them/' 

^^ Agreed," said Tremaine. 
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' " ,. / .? PIViSlONS OF PROtTDENOL 



" There 's a DiTinity that shap^ our.enda^ 
Rough hew them hoW Wje ulll.** 

aUAXSPEARZ. 



" I Divlois ProYidence,^* sftid Erelyn, "into 
tlii^ sorts, — creattive, - sustaining, and governing 
The two first of these are what are employed upoil 
physics. The last is employed oiponr the actions and 
conduct of men, ' and is called particuhir, or nioral 
pfbVidence.^ . \ . . .\ 

' " I like your division,'? said Tremaine ; "but it 
is the last only that We are called upon to discuss.'^ ^ 

^^,J rejoice that' yon are so satisfied upon th^ 
first," replied Evelyn ;'" but even as to them, are 
we quite agreed ?" 

" To use your own words, can any one doubt who 
looks around ?" said Tremaine. 

" No one in his Senses," observed Evelyn. '• But 
are we agreed as to all those attributes of the stupen-* 
dous, the adorable, the benevolent Creator, which, to 
me, the mere conte^iplation of these wondrous works 
demonstrates ? Are we agreed as to his sustaining 
the wonders he has created, by perpetual watchful- 



'i^;^ or latber ttperatloii ? Are we of on^ mind as 
to* his omnipotence, bis etehiiky^ Kis' infinity^ hfe 
omniscience, his omnipresence, and, above all, as td 
his benevolence ?** ' * 

*^ Explain the/olgect of' these questions,"' taid 
^Tremaine/ „ . ; » 

*'l mean,*' continued Evelyn, " iti regattl to ths 
sustaining power, the incessant exertion of tV, to keep 
things as they are.; and in regard to benevoki^etf, 
that kindness which v^ills and 6dhtriv^6 ihirdugKbut^ 
as a Jinal end^ thelmppiheds of his creatutcfii;^' 

^ Throu0kouty and as a finei c»^ ire extensive 
wc^s,'* obseifveff TreiAaiTiei 

^They are *6^' but they are alto of such im>» 
mense importance in t¥is diiscussion, that much of 
wh&t 1 shall havfe to kiiy on the 4u6s(tioh of a parti- 
cular or moral Provklehccfj will depend upon bur not 
misUtiderstandinj^ otie another upon thid. You will 
recollect^ too,'^they are" one of the diOa you have 
cited from Paley.^* 
<*1Expliiih a little fttore;^' Baid Trettfaitte; 
** Why thus ; If you d6 ' nbl' gi^nt me thiit there 
is sudi a final ehd, and that there is also b. perpetual 
xdgilance t& enforce' what ap^r to be the laws of 
nattire upon it, we may fidl into great mistakes as to 
one'atibther^snotibhs/' Mine, inf particular, cannot 
be dSmtmstrated' W'ithbul i^ahd it wbuld be uselessr 
to proceed without settling this great prerliminary." 
H 3 



.^i HTa what- a field are you leading/Vsaid Tt^ 

Hjiviaiiie; ''for you open the whole question of tlie 

'^xisteupe^ the origin, and the extent of evil !*' 

. " It is you who will open it, if opened at all," re- 

:.|>lted Evelyn; '^for my part, I am so perfectly 

contest with the immense preponderance of good in 

'lite wolld, as to feel little real diffieulty in regard to 

tOur' question, from the concomitant evil that qertainly 

.bel0<ig9 to it.!' 

.' <^ I wish to hear more of your argument^ before I 
hazard any thing,'' said Tremaine. 
^'My argument is," proceeded the Doctor^ ''that 
. where there is so much contrivance, and, there&re, 
sonuich design for pur good, in the creative, and so 
:mc(di incessant vigilance to preserve it, in the si^^^afit- 
fMg Rr^vidence, it is impossible rationally to con- 
trive that God abandons us altogether in morals ; 
i'Qr>that morals, any more than physics, could sustain 
themselves without his perpetual unremitting"*ia- 
fiuence. This had been often said, and often, 1 
allow, tak^n upon trust ; but to feel it in our hearts, 
so as to be full of it ; to feed upon it as our best 
Mhentfll nourishment ; to make it our daily bread ; to 
.;iely upon it as pur anchor; in short, to cling to it 
vwith hkbitual fondness, and at the same time, re- 
. .verential awe,— this is what constitutes genuine 
piety* But all this, even as to physics, requires a 
more intjmate acquaintance wich the different pro- 
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iCtestes of nature,' than all of us can fommafid<r U 
the feeling is not' happily interwoven in oo^diqM- 
tsitions, as it is with many fitvoured, though simple 
people, (certainly not philosophers^) experin^^t^ 
'Study, and reflection are necessary to imbae us 
properly with tlie important conviction. . He^ee n|iy 
seeming still to dwell upon the attributes pf the Deit^ 
which I have mentioned, before I proceed fiurther^ 
although you were willing and prompt to grant me 
»lllasked.". 
. '^ Detail me this a little more," said Tremute. 

<^The detail would lead us too iar," pursued 
Evelyn ; but my meaning diortly is, that the more 
we study the wonders of nature, the more correct, as 
well as reverentialywill be our notions of its Author; 
-^nd this, whether we dazzle oursehres with his mag- 
nificence, and proBtrajte ourselves with awe before his 
H)verwhelming power ; or contemplate him in all the 
Minute and intricate, yet most exact adaptation of 
means to ends, which are often, nay, perhaps 
oftenest, so fine as to be invisible to sense, without 
the help of a microscope. The whole history of 
nature, whether as to design Or execution, is but one 
picture of wonder, of wisdom, of sublimity, of beauty, 
but especially of .contrivance ; and all with a view to 
happiness, or, if not all, the exception is either too 
trifling to mention, or is explicable, upon tbe ground 
that a partial evil may be a general good. No work- 
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i^gMuHjr, or porwer^ craie hear lbe.:Cdti«iiiMfe»^ 
tfae^iBy^, of the kar^ ^r of the! jcftirtiB, mjl^B^Qmn^m 
iltttoiny. >Nb:liunian wifidom.coiiU; «fm.)re{MAilibe 
8liilMMi6tieas^6f 'ineftfis vithpui^^ ]^insttnc|;> 

Biyfle more eTto-'ilmii the.mur; :liiid.B0)i0'#^ii[n|^'tMt 
tf tttind t4 talse things upbo lni8t«5 Ji hf^^^o^M^a^ 
MUftit^ W athetett . The beaver pcovjeii skilly motif 
than a human architect ; the cable and ftadior 'ofta 
mui^ tSMiteivsonder.inonfrtUan ttoae^j ^ a^'.^Mp.* 
JSftt^ty, effluTiSKyJattracifioniQf eohesU^ni^ClieefKiagiiet, 
the ^ippii^ atid^e Tarktjtoris of ^han^o^, atf^s^Manr 
fhat ttn aetit^i 9 uperMtaM&'ngr or Hustatnit^ power in 
llftiWj^'at^wb^k*'■'J^ ::?»;:•'.> ' ' -,1.^;*- --v^ j ^.; j .^r 
' Tbii Doictor {i&used, Hfhidi ISrenHHM p^l^^^oA 
bestoi^t- fahn to^go en^'astudogibiiii h^ lUteaed with 

gl^tiiifed'attentibriw ..v.: j ./ :i •.,.<. 

' Btelyn ttesamed; '^Bnt it laflbeihof^M^thatt da* ' 
6lare the gloiy of God^r; arid, die .finpamfnl; !,4bai; 
shdweth his hahdy-^wdrkJ There is nieitliej^spB^ 
jibr language; but dieir sound islgoni^ jQ^vtntp <^ 
hihd^ an^ their words unfo.the emJk.ofj^'WOfld/, 
^< I knowiio prooiamoiiecogeiU»^h^nfll^ei¥^<to^c^ 
vinee a donbting man of the porertf and daFknesac^f 

-.-r>- ' ■ ■ . ■ ^«. .*. . . i«..*.... ; »r» l > f' f ■ ■ J| ■ 'I J» 'J j ,7,.^ . ' " T.. , f 

* Tbe ^a^cle spins a ihre«d, and .is able to fasten it to rocks 
under water> in order to keep itself from being washed off in rojijjfk , 
weather. '■ ' 'I' • - ;' ' " '.? 



b&^'scepticisni; loi^tailaetaltf <0bUme,^btit still beftii* 
fiful IwngvoLgd^ wtkc^.cttii b^M < ihifi brar? e xyVrbni^'* 
ing BntsLmentj tlmttiMi ^^Menteuvapf dir^iin 
Uiis inaje9fit»l toof ^retttd "wkhgoldeiifire;^ iImm 
tqiangfed wonderej ibese liicid oibs $ ^iviiacan beliold 
tbis and hot h&w^ down in woolidM, and 'W0r8bi{^} 
It is not th^ mere bri^tneaaror betfuiy of <tbe illimtK 
nation, the Bilv€^ mantle of the mMn, or the gold^a 
8{dendofttr of tbe- sun >(tbougb so glorious . that we 
eannot lock at hkn), that- constitute them such pow^ 
etM, such irresistible witnesses of Grod^s h^Utining 
Providence ! It is Ms Mcxring them as he diW with 
^h celerity^ fitcility^^pi^isioti) and i^ularity^' «uch 
asthe^est meehimism, ^duaded upon ;tbe deepeift 
knowledge of geofnetry, cannot reath : it is the feH^ 
citou^ result, workiii^ all (kyi idl night, and for &wt^ 
for our advantage,' our safely, ai^l our pleasure'; it t« 
this that especially proreS the deepest (I had #litiOst 
said) anxieiyto protect axidpravkh for the being h^ 
has given us. Whoever has watched the stars, paarti^ 
cuWly the planets, with thieir moons, moving as tfai&y 
do, seemingly in inextricable mazes, yet unravelling 
themselves by means of two most opposibg felr^^es, the 
Icentiifugal and-eentripetid, so 0a iofymt an almost 
standing miracle: — whoever has considered this^ 
mttst, from this alone^ feel bk soulfilli^d with a piiety 
and aWe, that make him tuni with horror from hi^ 
oWh* scepticism, if ever he yielded to it;**; •' ' 
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.. ^^YMrarglimei^lupoD alliUft?" 8aidTjf«m^in^: 
> , ^ Why, that with jsucli ni<Sf^ i>f con^tructiomtq 
mave and gOTem such poj^derotts wonders a§/»feicpii'* 
straiQted ; to javoid such terrible dangers, such de- 
^tructton, as may b^l the smallest accident oar irr^U'^ 
Jarity in the system, nothing short of pejrpetual and 
liiost benevolent yigilance^-i-in . short, my smtimit^ 
Pitoytdence— can preserve us a single hour." 
• . ^* .Yet, the original laws of physic seem eQoi:^h /pr 
xhis purpose," observed Tremaine ; ^* they are never 
known to fiiil." 

. *^ I should not think so,, were your last observajtion 
A feet," replied Evelyn. ^^ But the very app^rances 
.of monsters, and whatai>e called Itisus »£}/|ir^, might 
virith some make the fact disputable. Appearances of 
ruin have also been supposed to have been seeA.in 
some of the heavenly bodies themselves. All, there- 
/ore, conduce to this one great point, the fact of inces- 
sant tigilance, which all reason justifies; while, on 
the other hand (and I desire you to mai'k it as of 
moet essential .consequ6n.ce to the argument), all 
that you oppose to it is the merest and mo9t absolute 
:A9Sumption.'^ 

'Ms it assumption, then, to say that there are Uws 
pf physics?" 

" Certainly not. But I would remind you of the 
wholeson^e rule, not mpre modest than wise, that of 
these laws you know absolutely nothing, except as 



they kppM from^egpe iAmen t, ViMeta be sappoited 
tDreontiadicl^At'efery new process; atijd h^moe tfae 
Very tmine Ibr naUiAl^ is synonymous- mth^p^i^ 
inenfal pbifosofdiy.^* 
^ This is tnie,''«ftid TremMne. 
' <^ Be cautions, then,'* proceeded Evelyn, ^^.hiW 
i^oil titerel out of it. Yet this you do in a mstmer 
most unphilosophical, with all your philosophy, when 
yott dispose of a whole subject, and that subject so 
irasi, so fiiU of the 

/ Vsritfties of untried beiiig,' 

and coolly say of such stupendous things, . that the 
^original laws of physics, of which you scarcely know 
anything, seem enough for the. purpose; in other 
words, that Grod having imposed you know not what 
laws, separates himself from their sul^ect, and thinks 
of them no more." 
. <^ There is muchin thi9,"said Tremaine. 

^^ Ib^ech you, therefore, to consider it through- 
<mt oUf whole question," proceeded Evelyn, " for it 
As of more^ consequence to what I perceive will be 
;f our argument than you are aware of." 

^* Procieed,'* cried Tremaine, attentively; and 
Evelyn Went on : 

^^ But to the Heavens I need not confine myself 
^r all jiature bears the same witness; only the uni- 
^versality, or, as I may say, the commonness pf the 
proof^ makeSthemostwonderful operations, and even 
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iharik^d. ' How wAA^m does any one' feel (if i aitt]f 
tobiXl'it) the reUgipn of ihe ^nag*- Ykifiir^ vntm 
to behold her for the first time, bilirstii^foitb^tfarAtt 
her buds and promises, what heotricotdd ^vitbstaihd 
U? what head n^bow? whiitkAeeiiotbend in ado* 
iratiof) Of the Po^er thai made,^d ^governed^t atid 
brought her to perfection ?' 'It is^ hence," that^ viiA 
tiOt H^re jdstnesis than h^ppini^' Milton' sayp,»»vliO!; 
ever neglects to visit the country m^tfi^djMng^ .laid 
rejects the pleasure bf ilk filfitf bldb)^ 'and fragrance, 
is'j^uiltyof ^iti/^ey^tfV^^agHin^iAtQre^'^ ' ' r ! 
« Beautiftrlljr s4id t^ obsewped TreniMne; % 

^^^hatj howler, Which i$ common/^ pmcte4^ 
Eve!yh,^^^i&xcit^ tio adftflriaiob, anU <«^)}e we4vatt 
ourselves daily and hourly Of the mo^ i^fitid^'«idtfoi| 
and profound contrivances of ihe'l^^fi for ourpro^^ 
tection and happiness, we ^g4rd th&m as 'Mthing in 
the religion of natuVe^^l^ thihk ih€t)i e¥^n oiir due, 
Th^ great bulk 'of toailktndiire; I*^r, in thkBlate 
of ittdifl^renee ; and as th^ laeniajl at a' pamp'pisseil 
through a whole Itfe^ Md wotrld through a l4M>iistuiri^ 
without ever trying t<» tiNHike oulhovi' it is thatthe 
sucker lifts what she wants from so gtHtl ^ ^depth; id, 
frOnl that saAie fkmlliatity, W« Use ^ <Mk&t g6od 
things bf th^ wbrM, with^m eiiquifiilgf How tbey came 
there. Tet all, beyond <!di^tlv^tion, is iiuimfestly 
FroMeacey perpetualty hnd vigUmafj^ at: w^ 



tfaroigtemt ih^ \9m i^nd boamUirts r^ons of 8pafie» 
alicM^,:belQw/iiiid fifound; nor is^tiieve & oraimnt of 
intenwskm^-iiltfcLOiigh the awfiil, yet' beaevoleht 
.OperatprJRnd QuardiBn isiimsibkto 8ehie,miidjOidj 
kacmtBf tO'^reason from the beneYol^ effedts^^prof 
4u€^*' • ....;.••.•.•:; 

Percettii^Treinaiiie about to qpieak, ETelyn vfen% 
tifiiH^tli qoibkiiess : . 

^^. Toil iritt tell qie agrai^ tlieite .are 'what .you caH 

^e inert Hwi oitkktmrei,' aadare evklence^mly of the 

origjiial crtation, not the cobstant opemtiqn of QoA^ 

m physics. My ai^gwuentis^ itis no^ lesshiBoonslBnt 

/vbric/his constant boaniy,liiB coBStant goodncfss^b^ 

chaaabehfia reduced hn own bpiirstion^as it wieft, 

•to asyitfiin, which veodl natuse, ftal^lAc mciv/ fneam 

of zoU^ we none ^ ua imderHdad. : But, exdusitrie 

of tbt% allhisattnbmes'aie deinonfitmted by it in a 

manner that cbmco so home to oar senses, that if we 

think at ial^ we nuist feel Kure 0iat he is everywhere 

:in Bi^iEihd;widii us; th^t we caaaottBOTey think, or 

•act wilhout hiin ; that he.isin pur hearts, our soub, 

and eyen our bodies*^ that nothing comes nearus, 

nothing h^spenis,: whether we.will it jor not, but that 

he knows, suffers, and might prevent it, if hepleafied. 

Whether he pi^ or not^ is, Iknow,yo<ii' great 

: qaesUoii, . Myr poiitioft >iQv>tiii8 plfliBe>i8, that^ prima 

rfade^inMmg, nnM dohe withiNM;; him ;.jnif /ififei> 

I «hc6 (ttoless* thens ate i^bjeetiom .which cannot be 
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wssn^M')je9ery thing is dohewUh hifd* H«<tii«r^ 
Sort is not only the original AathoT' of bU oar good,, 
all our happitiessy all oiir safety,, but Srttboiit him ire 
BlMndd eontinuetohaTe neither good, nor hafipiuess, 
fior (Safety. He M least can ward off evil, "wheiiat 
threatens, and if he does not, it must be for some pur- 
pose of bis own, into which it would be as presmiAng 
as useless to enquire. The consequence is plain : lie 
"who is so perpetually employed in preser? iog to as 
ihe ends of t>ur being, cannot do it by halres.. If he 
4oes it in physics, he will^ he iniist do it in mon^' 
/ ** Now there is this distinction between mam asid 
•brute^ that the one has a moral, as well as physical 
.being ; that the first is eyen the most imf^rtiu[%. the 
most noble of the. two. Need I ask you if it is possi- 
ble to believe that th6 Protidehce we speak of shdtAd 
:take so much pains, and- esert so much wisdom abdut 
-Jihe one, and totally neglect the other ? " . 

Here Evelyn stopt, as if iubsorbed in the immmrfty 
nandawfulnessof his contemplations, nor dtdfaeveiMii 
.disposed innnediately to resume the chain of hift^s- 
/coarse; 

Treiiaine-alsd paused; but at let^th, breid^ 
isilence, he observed — 

: ^^ I bavelistened to you with a pleiasure which even 

my disagreement with youon many points could not 

-interrupt. In much of what you Iwve said, indeed^ 

ihere is little dt^T^^ce between ust I never denied 
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llie providing wisdom with whicb, from tlidtriidmi- 
fable structure and faculties, all the immediate eAds 
of the vast yariety of being we s^^aoottikCas areiEic- 
compUshed. / also am ready to adore the '^ondeirful 
and magnificent, which is everyVvhere to be seen* in 
the works of the Author of natul-e. But that he ctfres 
Jfor ttffonitbat account,: so as to imierposeiti oUr*^c- 
tions, . is not to toie jimde out. Oa the contrary^ evca^ 
thang we tseein our miflerable history, shows, to my 
coiiceptioD, that ome htwing placed us in ike system, 
whbtei^r it is, which he has so wonderfiiUy designed, 
hvl^Yes us ihere to the guardianship of such laws 
iim he has imposed upon his creation : aiida«r be abaAf 

. dbm the material or brute world (those fine trees, ieuid 
Iboee riimtnating herds, for example), tathe laws of 
w^gtstAiioti^ and the 40peraisons of their instihcst, by 

JWJbiclithey exist during their af^wiiUed time^ so' he 
leaves man to the government of his reas6n, and the 

Struggle between that and his passions, to fulfil aa 

. Well fta he can (and as upon the whole perhap$:he 
'^be$ &lfil), the purposes of his being. With the r^st 
ibt your demonstration^ and with most of wha.t yon 
hiM^said upon the attributi» qf the Deity, | am iu>|; 
disposed td quarrel.'^ 
/ <^ To what«xient do you ^drnit^'^ «fiked Bvelyn^ 

^.Hfi>r much will depend upon it." .1 

^ Svery tbiog as to power,** answered Tl^emfUQ*^ : 
« Ommpolenfl%J^9ferei!^^ . ^ 
«Yes.'" 
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^ ^'. ¥!»;•*' 

• ^^Omnipresence?" 

*^ The creation?" * 

^Certwnly,y€sr v . 

^'And yec yqn' deny that he cares fin* the werks^ 
the stup^idooB woiks^'he Aoy created.'' . . 

^^ Not 80^; any rather he has given them sufficient 
supports in the laws of their being, diat govern them.V 

*< I thought I bad cautioned' you/' 'said Evalyir, 
^^ against this aMUmed^ this imprecise, I might m^ 
this unmeaning proposition. It is strange that isft^ 
such 'a logical undei^Btanding, with even tnichstifiiess 
in requiriiig deinbpsrrated ^rodf of things before yoii 
trill «ir a step in oth«r liilutevB^ you are so comliirt^ 
mbly satisfied vrith tbis^ thb most important, the moit 
difficult, the most indeterminate of iall assumpiicm 
as an answer to the most momentous of all <][u«stiond t 
-That there may be some operation^ of vnadire with 
which we are pattially acquainted, so unlfoHii in their 
counte that we not' unreasonably think- them under 
the govern*(nenl %>f a regular agency, and flience &^ 
aiMr/ogycall them laws — this is 'true* Bui who ^ 
^hat' the ageni is— wfaedier ^^ Deity himself^' or 
ministering sub-agents^^^^l cont^hide yeb do htk 

« Certainly not," satd 1^afl&)#; ' ; '* 



^ Aft liill%dflhdi]^«tiiMMi and cfi^ q£,Wry£^,i£ 
ai^y^bfUiep^iesmneiia wilk which w^aneiLeqaainted^i? 
• <« AgrtccL" • ':..'■ 

<< Stillless with the opetaUolHi, or, if you wiU^ the 
laws, and least ofall^ with the. thousand miliions^ 'of 
modes of tnatter which inay.exist^.faat which hare 
ilevei: yet challenged our acquaintance." * 

*^ Of 6ourBe," said Tremaine. 

" Confess then, my friend,?' continued EVelyn, 
giavely, ^^ thid is dp trifling mattter, and that ti> assume 
ipr {{ranted a mere fine^sounding. .prcq>QsitiQn> as dk-t 
posingof a suliyeet so vastand vital that it awes us ta 
ai^ptDaph it^ is neither very logical, nor very safe/' 
c S^Ialkrw.this," said.Tcemain& ^ 

<^ The most flippant ignorance," added Evelyn, 
<! could not do more. You^may^si^ipose I dcrnbt 
put this personally to you, fbr.oun is at least a reve-t 
rential enquiry-" . . >. / * 

< ^f Undoubtedly," observed Tremaiiie* > 

. ^.Tfaeo^my dear.fiiend> I heseech you not to get 
rid>of a (]p}e8tion so vital to^your happiness, both herer 
aad hereafter, by suppipaing that answered which i» 
iHH answered; by giving me words.in^tead of mean*: 
ing; ajpbiiiise instead of argument. When you tell. 
meofrtbe/ibap^ of «ur beings do you kopw half o£ 
them youhi^lf, or what relations the knowa.may beari 
te.the linkiiown ? . It is hence the sagacious Butlerj 
holds that the only distinct meaning of the w0rd na*^ 



farrdf IS siaiedy fixed, or settled, but that there miist 
beinnumentble things at present carrying on of whitb 
we are ignorant, and in comparison of which (to lise 
his emphatic word), what we know is but a point. ' 

*^ When you talk then of the purposes of the Su-*-' 
prenie Being, and confess yourself totally ignorant 
of those purposes, is it enough to say that reason and 
passion conjoined enable us to fulfil them ? Fulfil 
what? Tou cannot answer. 

>^ Again,' when you say, being jf^e^ in a system, 
whatever it is, we are left to the laws of it, knomng' 
nothing of either sjfstem or laws, is this, can this be 
accepted as a satisfactory account of any thing, much 
less of such a subject as the relations between God 
and man?" 

Tremaine was a iittle struck^ and said he meant 
not these consequences. 

** And yet," replied Evelyn, " it is thus you Stave 
off the searching questions 1 have asked ; for with this 
happy solution, that the Creator has given hiis crc^. 
tion laws, you hold that, though omniscient and for 
^ver present, for ever keeping the creation in sight, 
and therefore I should say^ for ever watching overit, 
he yet abandons or throws it on one ude, as if he bad 
nothing more to do with it ; like a 'workman who 
performs a task, of which, when finished, he tbinks 
ifo farther* Is this your firm, your reasonable beliefs 
Omit be your belief?" 



'^ I allowyou press this hard/' said Tremaine; <^yet 
my meaning seems too well founded* For Bntdf. 
nothing was ever more distinct . than physical ; andr 
moral Providence; than the Care of body and the 
care of mind ;^ than the laws of vegetation, or of 
motion, and the motives of human conduct; in short,, 
to speak of animals alone/ than the government, b]^ 
instinct, and the government by reason." 

"And yet," said Evelyn, calmly, "the author of 
the one is the author of the other ; the creator and 
disposer of animals, the creator and disposer of men* 
Stript of the pomp of language about laws and sys- 
tems, you cannot shew me that God is not always^ 
busy, if I may so say, with the conduct of nature, 
with the course of vegetation, and the operations of 
instinct. If he is so, show me why he should per- 
petually watch over instinct, and not over reason*. 
Is it because the- latter is infallible, the former not ? 
Is it because he loves a brute, and not a man ?" 

Tremaine felt pushed in the argument, and allowi* 
ed k was not so. 

' " Is it then," pursued Evelyn, " because we are 
sO good, so perfect, so invariably prudent, temperate, 
and just; so merciful to one another, so obedient and 
studious of God^s will, that we are never in want 
of aidirom a higher power ? Is there really no such 
thing as moral evil, or does natural evil so greatly 
exceed it, as to require this aid alone ? Alas ! does 
it even equal the moral ?" 
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: T)-emaine was: aUent; for soo&e momently ,^ 

9$idy thoughtfiiUjry^'JSxplAm. ailUtle more what y^n: 

inean by^Msi^tfttiig'.'' > ; . -^ 

' ^^Perfafips it, is a liitle necessary,*': cdotin»ed; 
£velyn|. *^ because ihoae :who ba^se. treated of tlie 
subject at .laq;e faauve not, I thiak, sufficiently insisted 

C|i*iti. • .; . ; 

^^ By th^ Sustaining Providence, tben, I mean tbat 
it wa» not enbugb, at the creation^ to'seUle an. order 
of tilings^ With certain laws for their governnientV 
and then leave them io their iate; but that the great 
Author, asJthink it appeals, from, all phenomena) 
continues to be perpetually op&rating. Observe^ I 
do nsot mean as if casuallj, oc even pmodically, 
superintending something liable to Ml out of ordelry 
and therefore at band to put it in repair, if necessary ;. 
but an inoes$ant>f actual agency .and operation, iP 
continue, as well as originaliy, to produce all ;or 
most of what: we see or know. This has sometimes, 
been called a perpetual .creation/ and hence both 
Newton and Clark supposed that God continued to , 
be every where, and in ev^Jtbtng'; oV to speak after 
the manner of men^ to be perpetually employed^ as 
it were, in enforcing and upholding what, we, for. 
mere convenience^ call ^tbe laws of nature,-r*-not thal^t 
there really are such laws.?' .. » 

*^ Not really such laws!" exclaimed Tremaine, in, 
surprise: "This is downright paradox." 
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*^ Yet it may be, nay is, the exact truth," reglic?^ 
Evelyn, "or at' least mbch nearer the truth, to 
suppose gcayity, for example, the efi^t of the un^ 
f emitting activity of the Deity, as these great men 
supposed it, than to believe with you that the Deity 
merely, as it were, gave a^^ for his work, and there 
left it. Possibly, all attraction is the effect of t!ie 
same unremitting exertion ; and Addison inclined to 
the same opinion as to instinct." ' ' r ' 

• Treraaihe became pensive, and said, ^^ I should 
like' these opinions of the great, names you have 
mentioned a'little m'ore enlarged upon."' 
. ^^Yoii will find th6ir whole argument," answered 
Evelyn^ "admirably put by Baxter in his , work (in- 
comiparable for argument), oh the soul/' ' " • .. . 
; " I have read that work," answered Tremaine, 
f^ yet do not recollect to have been so impressed with 
it." : . 

' *^^ You had preconceived opinions to break through, 
and felt not its force," replied Evelyn.-, "But for 
this, with your acuteness, I should think you^ must 
have seen it ih* all' its light." , " 

" Could you bring it now to recollection ?". asked 
Tremaine. 

*^ I will endeavour," replied his friends 

<-For the most part then thieir opihibn arises out 
of their deep discussions concerning the origin and 
laws of motion. Des Cartes you know held that 

TOL. III. I 
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there, was. always the same qunntity of motion in the 
world* The atheists, and those who opposed the 
dootrifie €^ FrovidencQ, were glad of this, because 
it helped t^em at least in their endeavours to get rid 
of the most powerfu), the most unanswerable argu- 
ment there is for the immateriality of the Deity, 
drawn from the passive nature of matter, and the 
impossibility of its being itself the cause of motion. , 
They had indeed still the difficulty to contend with, 
of accounting Ibr the origination of motion in matter; 
but once allow there wqs no addition to it throughout 
the efflux of time, and much other and consequent 
diiSiculty was eluded. The whole of this, however, 
was in a moment destroyed by Newton,* Clark, 
and Boyle, who show irrefragably that so iar from 
the quantum of motion continuing the same, its 
natural tendency, from the verf nature of matter, 
from its total want of activity, its passiveness, tlie 
stoppages from attrition, and other causes, is regularly 
to decrease : so that at last, if left to itself it would 
entirely cease.** 

"And how do they remedy this?" asked Tre- 
maine. 

" By the supposition, or, I may almost call it, the 
dhmonstration t have mentioned, that the Divine 
Power, either immediately of itseif, or mediately by 

_ - _ . 1 . ... L . .. I ■ -Jl - - - . IL J .1 I I 

• Newton'g Optics. ClarVs Attrib. 



TREMAIKE. 171 

mliusteriog agents, is ever at work at those processes, 
vvhich, for convenience in explaining phenooMna, 
yoii^ allowably I admit, call the laws of nature. 
Gravity^ aCs. I observed, is one, indeed the principal 
of these unintermitting processes, by which all things 
aire kept in their places ; and other attractions, that 
''of cohesion particularly, fermentation, heat, and all 
the various causes of motion we see, are, according 
to them, all ond^r tlgi^ same perpetual unceasing 
guidance.'* 

""^Aad yet, is this moie thanJSold supposition?'*^ 
obseiTed Tremaine* 

^^For boId,sayreas<niable,'' replied Evelyn; 5^rea« 
sonable, if only in this, — that but for this perpetual 
operation of the spiritual power, it is even a contradic- 
tion to think that mere brute, passive, inert matter 
could occasion the changes we see.. Reasonable also 
from another even still more powerful argument, that 
all these which you call laws are arbitrary ^ that is, 
that tQ our comprehension, there is no one reason for 
them, arising out of the nature of matter." 

^' I know not what you here mean by arbitraiy," 
said Treihaine. 

*' Why this," answered Evelyn : " It has been de- 
monstrated, you know^ as a &ct, that the attractiofv 
of gravity decreases as the squares of the distances 
increase. Now, what has matter, a mere passive 
substance, incapable of motion, thought, will, or apy 
i3 
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thing but a susceptibility of . being acted upon — ^wbat 
has matter to do with such a nice and complicated 
rule as this? Hence I remember Baxter, speakiilg 
of this very rule, well observes, — ^ The' constancy of 
these effects is the reason why we fancy them the 
action of matter upon matter, but the constancy of 
an effect is no mark of the necessity of ii^ but of 
something else. It is an unaccountable prejudice,' he 
goes on to say, ^ that mo designing cause but such a 
passive and necessary one as matter, could observe 
such regularity and proportion.*' So far Baxter. 
Clark is even still more determinate." ' 

" Go on, if you can remember him," said Tre- 
maine. . ^^ I am fixed in attention." 

"He makes some such observation as this,'' con^*' 
tinned Evelyn: "All things that are doiie in the 
world, are done either immediately by God himself, 
or by created intelligent beings, ma^^er being not at 
alt capable of any laws or powers whatsoever^ any 
more than of intelligence, excepting only this^ one 
negative power, that every, part of it wilL always 
necessarily continue in the state of motion or 
rest wherein it happens to be. So that all those- 
things which we commonly say are the effects of the 
natural powers of niatter and laws of motion ; of 
gravitation f attraction^ or the like; are indeed (if we 

V * Baxter on the Soul, vol. I. p. 96. ' . » 
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will. speak stvlctly and properly), 'the effedts'of God's 

acting upon msLilery continualli/ a)id ebery moment ^ 

either iminediately by.hifnself) or mediately by some 

created intelligent being; consequently, there is no 

such iking as v^uU men commonly' call the course oj^ 

nature^' or the power, of nature • The courSe of 

nature, truly and properly speaking, is nothing else 

but the . m\l of God, ' producing certain effects in a 

continued, regular, constant/ and uniform manner ;[ 

which course, or manner of acting, being in every 

moment perfectly arbitrary ^ ik as easy to be altered 

at any time as to be preserved."* . . . 

"I now see .what you mean by afbilrary,*' said 

Tremaine, ^*and the conclusions you would draw 

from it. Being arbitrary, you boldly assert that the 

real properties of matter have nothing to do witU 

attraction or other motion, but all is the mysterious 

junction of some other power afcting in, but separate 

irom what is called matter.'^ 

. ^'You, at least, conceive me," returned Evelyn^ 
^^with suffici^[it exactness, but the conclusions are 
not mine, but those of the profound ni^eh I have 
mentioned." 

^ " Yet I did not understand them to go thus far 
when I read them," observed Tremaine. ^ - . 
" I repeat," said Evelyn, "you lay under precon- 

* dark oa the Attrib. part 2. p« 300. ed. 4. 
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eeiV€d opkiioRS) add did not give tfam the attention 

they deserved* As for Claris he is very clear and 

&U, fyrh^exprwAj says, that as matter is itself in* 

capable 4>f obeying any laws^ the very original taw9 

^moUon ihemulves cannot toniinue to take plt^ 

but by something su^penov to matter, continually 

extf t|pg on it a certam force according to such deter* 

mhiale laws. Hence he a4dS| that the bodies ot 

plantai oranluiak oould not be.fonned by mere 

matcer ai^oording to any general laws of motion ; 

and gravitation itself could not be the xesnlt of 

motion impressed upon matter^ but must be caused 

by something which penetrates all bodies, and 

cofUinualfy p\jA& forth in them a power entirely di& 

ferent from that by which matter acts upon matter. 

Hence,. says he, it depends e[>erjf f7ioi9t€ytrupon.soine 

saptrior . Being for the preservation of its frarae^ 

perpe^alfy and (usually exerting itself every niomenl^ 

in every part of the world.* Baxter^ enlargmgujpofn^ 

all this, add% that the minutest office in the economy 

af nature is incessantly performed by the finger of 

die Almighty, whose |>oweri3 still working near ^s; 

round us, within us, and in every part of us; and Id 

say he 6ath lodged in matter certain powers whereby 

events are to be directeel, is but one degree removed 

from I^icurean.neees^ty^^^t 

■ W m i 'I I t I .1 n il. ■ ll..!.!!. II I I I ■! ■ H I I »^^— ■ II I ■«■— — I ( 

• Clark ^atli€ Attributes, part «, p. 16, 
t Baxter on the Soul, p. 99, 100. 
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^^ These are aU high notions,'* said Tremaine^ 
' ^^ and big, I allow^ with the most important conse* 
qiiences in support of yoar great aigum^nt. I allow, 
too, I have by no means sufficiently tonftdered them^ 
but have talked of laws of physics ais othere have 
done---that is, without mUch enquiry beyond the 
absolute pmctical experiment* Biit I am not yet 
able to tell myself that the heatenly bodies you have 
vouched with so much reverence, as denoting -the 
immediate power of the Deity^ do not vM through 
their orbits in consequence of some law imposed at 
their creation,*' 

^ It is the regularity of their motions, as I liave 
observed,'' replied Evelyn, ^^ that makes yon not 
unnatarally think this* Yet search to the bottom, 
and see what there is in matter that can clothe itself 
trith stich a complication of motion. Hbw^ for 
example, will you account for the centrifugal and 
centripetal forces I have mentioned, acting upon die 
planets at the same time with such conflicting pow^ 
m} The one drives them forwards always in a 
straight line ; the other alwitys forces them to seek a 
centre ; and this extraordinary, I may say, miraca* 
lous counteraction, occasions the stupendous 'wonder 
bf their orbit. But were 1 to ask^ you how attrac- 
tion merely (supponng it a demonstrable property 
of matter, which I deny), could fbrce the same body 
to fly off and fly on at the same time, — you, perhaps^ 
would find it difficult to tell ide/* 
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' r^^Ishould," sdid Tremairie, ' 

.^^^Yet this difficulty attends the whole course of 
those infinite processes of nature, throughout the 
^yarieties of ibe creation, which you are so content to 
^hink you understand, under the sweeping phrase of 
'the Jaws of physics. See, therefore,' to what. ah 
ex4enrbf credulity scepticism can carry its belief, 
yfh^p^ necessary for its purpose !. how devoted it can 
be (jQ. mere system^ and philosophic jargon,' iii the 
^ery moment when' in its self-sufficiency it ridicules 
us .for what it calls our jBicility, our prorieness to 
believe things on mere authority ! ' Which of the 
twp deserves the ridicule, "^I am content to let others 
judgea" • ': , 

^ . '* I beseech you to proceedj" said Trem'aine. • 
y ." Qrhis perpetual' operation and necessity for the 
unceasing sustehtatiori of things by the* Deity, rand 
which I have therefore, called the: sustaining Provi^ 
dmcCf is by no means a new doctrine, for I find it in 
iheaf ute old Suarez,* who pushed the notion so far, 
as to hazard the supposition that if this perpetual 
operation relaxed an instant — so little had the world 
be^n left to itself, and its laws— all would fall to 
pieces." , ' ' * ' 

' Tremaine again thought this novel, and owned 
how worthy it was of consideration. '» 

^ ^f. I remember," continued Evelyn, " Sherlock 

• He was IVofessor of Theology at Coimbro, in the 16tli centmiy. 
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.i^^ms afraid the idea of a perpetually acting and 

sustaining Providence might be thought to6 ^btle. 

I own it is not so to me. I confess my inability to 

.comprehend) much less confide, in, that doctrine 

which supposes the Creator, when he made the 

world, with all its movements and .wonders, to have 

wound it up like the machine'of a human artificer, 

and then tossed it out of his hands, till it should go 

down of itself^ or at least returning to it when it 

wanted winding up again. I pause to know if this 

is your opinion ?" 

' . Tremaine said he was not prepared to go iso far. 

, *^ At the same time," added he^ ^ let me explain 

my former opinion to you, shaken I allow, but still 

dwelling in me. For till I can revolve this' "most 

important doctrine more exactly thaii at present, I 

must continue to say, 1 am not at all sure that even 

in regard to moral evil, as well as physical instinct, 

man is not. competent to continue his existence in 

the. manner in which it subsists, without requiring 

this perpetual aid, or even any part of it, which you 

say is so necessary." 

. !*^ Do you allow the aid, if it w necessary ?" asked 

Evelyn; "and do you admit that the power is at 

hand when wanted, able and willing to exert itself r' 

. ^^ I know not that I can gainsay this," returned 

Tremaine. ' 

" Then," enquired Evelyn, " you allow the perpe- 

I 3 
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luri presence of the Creator, his tin^f^ecaibiiy Vk 
knowledge of all that panes, aad Ida power dfinAa* 
eaciiig all ; but deny his will to do so ?" - ' - 

^ I think you pdsh this tdo '&r,^' it»plied Tfe* 
maine ; ^^ that he who created me must know bow I 
act, is not to be contested* Why he created sne 
baffles conjecture. I have in vain dndeaTO^red to 
ontavel it. That 1 have a Tory mtxed sort of being, 
composed of good and bad» is clear; that if the bad 
pr^bhdeiute, all 'mil in* time be lost, is equally 
plain; but that we have, however, lasted u long 
wbilb with this' sort of being, also that this has b^en 
without any yiisible assistance, without any thing 
faiore than our own tei^ources, seems ho more tl^n 
true." 

^' That would apply also to your laws' of physics^ 
which you know I hare combated,'? said Etdyn ; 
" but go on." 

Tremaine continued: ** True, there have been 
great shocks in the world, great crimes and desola^ 
tions; nations as well as men have sometimes acted 
like demons, and things have se'emed to approach to 
unirersal destruction « ' But all has got right again, 
by the exertions of the same individual creature, 
that brought all so near to annifaiktion» 

^^ In the same manner, therefbre, as sometimes 
whole countries have been convulsed, arid their 
inhabitants swept off by earthquake arid pestilence, 



Md yM liAtse ftccfHTcA itnd even ftttainred to security 
aMid ofder ; so morals hate beeh restored, the waste 
of life repaired, crime departed from, and compa- 
rattfe happiness re-establtehed. Yet all this seems 
libaTe been done by man alone, merely acting^ m 
bis nature, aecordtng to tbose general principles 
gt^^ originally tor that n^ture^s govemment. The 
immediate cause of all has been ascertained^ whether 
of the oonf ulmon or recovery ; it has been human, 
not divine ; we have seen er heard of ho ministering 
angel to restore, no moi^ than infernal spirit to 
destroy. Every thing is explicable upon human 
prindplef^ and though the Almighty must certainly 
have been informed, yet (barring revelation, which 
you know we exclude from our question), no where 
that Iknowx>f has his finger Appeared in the way of 
interposition. In short, you see I cpme to those 
lines q£ Pope, now indeed grown trite, but which: 
still emphatically express what I mean : — 

* y liiagaes and eaftliqaakes break not Bewen's design^ . 
VfhjXhm a Boigia or a Catilifte V 

<* In one sense, virtually; ^11 may be said to be 
.the work of the Drity, because? he originally created 
ui with all these aptitudes for good and for evil. 
But it has been often, and I think cogently remark* 
ed, that it is questioning his own power to suppose, 
that when he thought fit to create what we may call 
a nature^ he did \% in so imperfect a manner, that he 
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should himself *be C9mpelled to the perpelital 
ployment of sustaining it. . It is more for/hls honouf^ii 
and surely more consistent with the' iaci, aseshir) 
bited in history, that.upon the whole we are>ble to- 
sustain ourselves with the strength wl4ch it ploasedi 
him originally to give us. '. Dieu mqrci, etm^s grot^: 
baiaillonSf^ was .the expression of Frederick, whw^. 
' he had gained a victory. I allow the sentiment wfb^ 
loose and un^ratefdj and the sneer impious; biit. 
were there any means of knowing voucbsa&d to thi» 
],nfidel King, that more than the asm of flesh had- 
made him victor ? • * 

" Charlemagne, Alfred, and Peter the Great, 
comparatively raised their countries from the gross- 
est barbarism.' Augustus gave peace to a world 
that seemed rent to pieces from one end to the 
other. Bonaparte, by. an iron tyranny, was the 
only one who cojild put an end to a convulsion that 
threatened all society. ^ ,He himself became a dis*' 
turber that filled us with fear. He himself was put 
down by the energy of statesmen, and the valour of 
heroes. Were I to go farther into the history of the 
corruption of morals, such as belongs to the Italian^ 
States, as they are pourtrayed in Guicciardini and: 
IVIachiavel; were I to talk of Borgia or Alexander^ 
of the poisonings, stabbings, treasons, incests, parri- 
cides, and fratricides, that fill us everywhere with 
horror in those stories ; were I to. extend this to the 
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pr^yaEteUves 6f:the sUU more aiicieht Romans, the 
UpiveistLl lubricity of their females/' known arid gloi- 
ried in by their very worship'; or were there time. to 
' qoU JSnrope^ and discuss the cruehies,^ the/infamoua 
treaoberies, the wanton waste of life, the vile depra- 
Yities that characterize Asiatic' manners r and polipy, 
the actSiOf an Ali Pacha, for instance, — the* day 
were too ^ort to describe the seeming ^ misery of 
'mankind; : It would almost' justify the conclusions^ 
tbat .th^ history, of mail 19 the history of a' wild 
beaitt; i we should* shrink with' horror ' from. this ac-. 
count of ourselves j we might despair, lie down, and 
die!" . 
, ** This is a horrible picture !*' cried Evelyn, i 

^^ Is it overcharged?" asked Tremaine. His 
friend bade him go on. 

; ^' The times," continued Tremaine, ^^ nay, nature 
herself, seiem out of joint, when these miseries pre- 
vail ; yet the remedies are all palpable, all simple, 
all understood. I see no providing power at work, 
either to invent or apply them. -^ 

"Thus much for general history. To come to 
humbler things : ' We bolt and bar, and the robber 
knowing this, comes not near, or if he attempt to 
break in, is foiled; A believer in Providence (and 
I envy- him), thanks Heaven for it ;— a philosopher 
thinks' it is merely pmdence."* . 

At this instant, Tremaine was interrupted by the 



sotmd of Toicea in fixU chutnt, asccftidnif (iomih^ 
fields below. Tbey ware, male aad fbraale^ and 
ihottgli coane and uniostnicted enoi^h, the bai^ 
mony^ whicb wui gravt, and apperUinii^.to sacred, 
floated not unpl^easingly through the air« 
c It ifvai a priest, followed by peasants o£ both 
aexesy whom, upon looking out^ thefriendS'ObMrred 
making a progress thmugh the ripening iMn* 
fields. E^ry now and then they stopped €» jokn 
in a short prayer ; then moTiog on, with a priests 
their bead, renewed the chattnt. The whole was an 
agreeable, and even to Trematne, an interesting 
scene. 

In fiust, he alone, from haTing witnessed it before, 
understood its meaning. It was a procession which, 
at this time of the year, as w^U as at seed-iim^ 
the Roman Catholic peasants sometimes were'fbnd 
of making, throng the newHSOwn or ripening fields, 
imploring of Providence that their labour might be 
blessed. 

« Who can blame them 2'' said Evelyn^ when he 
was informed of it. 

^' Not I, certainly,'' said Tremaine; <^.but let us 
suppose a farmer a little more philosophic than these. 
He tills his land by the sweat of his brow, he dresses 
it at great expense, he spreads his seed, and it 
sprouts ; he gathers a great crop, and he rejoices. 
But should he say, < had I not toiled^ and understood 



mf art> 1 flhoiUd haive ^ notUng; m in i% I Imve 
reaped what God m^Daily promised Hie iHieh he 
made liie testh to be ovdirrated, ahd ine to ci^tkte 
it^tind the aeaaone he briginally drdaiiied ha^ M^ 
filled their defiigIl•^ Should he say this^ without 
thinkirig the Creator had interposed, or done more 
IhlLB he did at the creation, eobid 1 hlame him ?" 

^ I think you would not do well to approte him/' 
^aM £hrelyn^ << if ohly for the hardness of his heart. 
His blindness might possibly be excused/' 

^^ Has he not, then, a right to the fruitik of his toil?" 
asked Treraaihe. 

^^ Alas! my friend^'' answered Evelyn^ with some 
eagerness, ^^ I grieve at jtmr question. Have we, 
then, such a right to the good things with which God^ 
for the most part, blesses our labours ? Are we so ex« 
celient^ so pure, and immaculate, so powerful, a^d 
self-sufficing^ I might almost say, so self^creating, that 
because we cannot acquire blessings without labour, 
they are, therefore, no blessings at all? BelieV^ me, 
good firiend, you liave absolutely sbddked me by your 
question, which is not worthy the kind heai^ 1 know 
you to possess," 

- Tremaine was somewhat mored at this apostrophe, 
and not the less so^ because he owned that he had 
had moments when the sentiment be had uttered 
appeared no more than a dictate of reason. 
*^Of reason I" said Evdyn, "which so often and 
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40 iiiiserably extinguishes feelings and when it dpet 
«Q; /loses its: very chamcter of reason* : . . - , r 
< : ^fln the; point before us, fo^ instance," continue^ 
he,. ^^ what can be less ra£ional, less I may even say 
informed, than your whole view . of the subject we 
areupcm? As if Providence really intended us to 
lie bh our backs and let food drop into our mouths^ 
As if labour,, even with Providence to help its, was 
not the nery scheme for. our. existence, the very "lot 
and character of our being, and still a gracious and 
a happy one! .. / . 

*f You will be affronted, perhaps, if I remind you 
of the . countryman, in the. &ble> who .besought 
. Hercules to .take his waggon out of the slough for 
him, and was called a lazy rascal for his pains." 
- ^* Surely I am not so puerile,'?, cried Tremaine* , 
i "You mean not to be so, but to this your whole 
question tends, in this it finishes, and the fable is the 
best answer lean, return to it. But exclusive, of 
this^Ithink you have mistaken what I mean by 
sustaining^ in this your application of it. You haye 
answered as if I thought prayer was to move God to 
bless the land by a. sort of fewporary interposition. 
My meaning.is, that the . effect is a perpetual, an u|i- 
Ceasing operation of the divine energy. Arid. I mean 
this, as I have meant every thing, to show that, were 
the benevolence lis so perpetual in physics, it cannot 
be withdrawn in morals, and hence that God is there 
also." 
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The convei'sation Here paused, when Evelyn re- 
sumed/ "As to the ingratitude ....%." 
- ^* I beseech you, spare mni" cried Tremaine. " I 
am ashamed of my question, ashamed of the argu^- 
ment I wouldhave founded upon it. I cannot tell you 
why of a sudden I see the thing so differently, fbr I 
have, I am sorry to say, long been a victim to this 
tiardness of heart. Immersed in pleasure, in am- 
)>ition, in shorty in the world, I own I thought we 
had at leaQt a right to.be what we are, and because 
it-was^ our natyre, never thought that it might be 
our nature to be otherwise. What most astonishes 
me, :however, is, that if -this new view was not to 
spriqg up in myself, it should come from you, — ^whea 
4 have resisted the feeling recommended by thf 
sweetest voice, the most engaging language,^ and the 
purest heart that ever belonged to a human creatures 
I mean my loviely iostrujctress, my Georgina, at wliose 
feet I long this moment to make my confession, (hat 
•in thjs, at; least, I am i changed. Would to God I 
could say in every thing !" 

" Take time, my friend," said Evelyii^ with a cool- 
ness, that was contrasted with Tremaine's warmth. 
^^^Your candour delights me; and probably this 
openingmay let in many otluer concessions.'' ". 

^f' But how cpuld I resist Geotgina !" exclaimed 
Tremaine. > ^ •> . 

>^ Possibly you were thinking more of her fitee 
thfto her argument,' ' replied Evelyn, smilii^. " Motq 
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f soba&ly joait own mind bad not been so pr^ired 
as now by the .many discussions we have had* Had 
this been ao^she probably woald liare convinced you 
•iJso of the fiiUacy of one or two other tenets you 
hvre not been able yourself to detect.'' 

^ I Am not aware of them,'' said Tremaine* . f 
^Of oonrse not. Yet you take.ibr granted as if 
proved, what no philosopher whatever/no inhabitant 
^ this wodd can ever proTe,--^that it was thedesiga 
of the Creator, in making it, to make a peri^t wofk, 
t)!* at least one that could suffice to itself wtAoQt 
fiurther assistance fixun him. Here you have bagged 
•qoestion which aH^sature in f^ysice, and nil hiscury 
in morals deny* Your supposition, that v^hfit the 
pious man calls providential in addition to his prU- 
tlence, the philosopher has a right to call prudence 
merely,.is another assumption, which would go farther 
than even yoo would intend to carry it : for, as Well 
might you say that instinct, and not God, occasioned 
animals to .act as they do^nay, thatatiee girowe 
from the laws that govern vegetation, not from him 
'4rho made those laws. 

. i ^i Yon «ay that it is less for God^s honour, nay, that 
it is questionifig bis powder when he created a nature, 
that he should make it so itupeifect aa to require hSs 
petpetual aid in sustaining it. But I set out With 
observing that I meant not a superintending aid to 
things that might get oiit of order, but a perpetual 
operaiion in emHnming them* . Now the vrhole irame 
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dnd &bric qF the original Gmitioti) but particlilariy 
of the fobml part of it, deifaonstmte dial impecfectioci 
is its tmiTienal 8t/eflcfeef attribute. 

^.^ According to you every thing k sufficient* One 
would sappose, therelbie, in thisaU-sulficingiiasem* 
blage oF created beings, some one or othet ^si^nld, Bt 
least, exhibit no deficiency, ho wabu Yet show me 
the creature, animate or ini^imate, that might not 
ia some way or anodier, aoc(»nding to onr notions, be 
improved I The very term creature, or created, im- 
jAiea inaper&clion, and die existence of that' very 
evil of which you make so much nse against 'the 
providendB of God, demonstrates that impdrftetiofiji 
deficiency, and consequent want of relief am of the 
rety essence of created eatifftenee. What, fo^exampte^ 
so imperfect, wfad so poor, naked, or defenceless, 
aft the head of it f what so defective, standing alonei 
as man? 

^^Eveiy things therefore, eonCradictft you in ydui^ 
dappo8|tton, and supports us when we< say, that* th^ 
very design of the D^ty in creating thi^ part ^f the 
universe, seems to have been th^ formings fyt his 
own notrs«i»mffo&&Jp2frj909f9,asetoftlependent, 
weak beings, whose essence and charac^itlti^ ave^ ta 
hang upon him for every thing, and to want his aid 
at every step, because composed of elements which, 
left to themselves (I speak both of physics and 
^So^als), could never h6ld together a ibbment." 
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'This argument staggered Tremaine, >vho confessed. 
that his assertion, indeed, was incompatible i»ith> 
one of the chief difficulties which had inclined him. 
to his scepticism ;— to which he would now come* ^ 
^ ^^I mean,'', said .he, ^^the difficulty, that arises 
ftom'that horrible train of never ending evils, botht 
natural and ..moral, which we are doomed, to en- 
counter from, the moment we enter the world. ^ .No I. 
ii^should seem we were not meant to suffice to our- 
selves; yet 1 am staggered to know what. else sufficeth 
fpr us. . The evils I. have mentioned. are such as, at 
least, no Providence seems to avert, no innocence 
to ^cape. On the contrary, bad men but too often^ 
i^ay, generally, are exalted, while innocence is troddiBA 
leader foot ; nor can any thing be more felse than the 
first and most earnest lesson we t^ach our. children, 
or th<5 fiivourite doctrine inculcated from the pulpit, , 
tliatif we are good we shall prosper. I will not say 
that the contrary onfy is true, but it. is at least sa 
oft^n so,:and blood-stained crime has so frequently. 
triyiQphed, while the moat meek and patient virtue 
has estpired under tortures, that one. would almost a^ 
§oon confess the heresy of the Manichees, as the far- 
famed apothegms — 

I . * ' . ... 

«Wliatcveris,i8 right/ ^ 

m : .: • ....-..•. 

' Virttte vlooe is hsppioess below«' ' ' ^ 

1 
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^^ la short, I subscribe to the sentiment of Seneca^ 

.' ' ^ Deorum crimen Sylla tarn felix.* . ' ; , _ 

To think that he, with all his murders, should live, 
while Socrates was put to death, might stagger/a 
saint." 

• *f For all this," said Evelyn, seeing ^Tremaine 
pause, " I was prepared, as well as for many oiher 
particular instances of unrewarded misery and un- 
punished villany, which have often moved me, 
almost as much as I see they have you." ,% 

"History is full of them," pursued Tjremaine, 
^^ and so glaringly, that:the. blood has^boiled within 
me to thihk of them merely as events. But to tbipk 
of Ihem coupled with the doctrine that all have been 

under guidance from above alas ! it is more thftn 

the intellect can bear, to suppose God's honour .so 
insulted ! Here, therefore, your opinion of perpe- 
tual superintendence is still more impugned than I 
had thought it by the notion that nature in all things 
wfls meant to suflSce for itself; and I willingly give 
up the one, the better to make use of the other." ; , 
*A This is at least adroit," said Evelyn ; " but go 
on.". ^ ... : \ 

• ^ I felt disposed," pursued Tremaine, "to give 
you a few examples of the moral evil that has 
-scourged the world, but the year would not suf&ce. 
One or two, as specimens of a thousand classes, will 
be enough. As a; churchman, I would ask ^Q^ t<^ 
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eocpbin the borroir of the iate of eb« grefttest^ inost 
holy, and most subUme of the prophets, Isaiah, 
When I lliink that all the fayor of Heaven ended la 
his being suiS^red to be sawed asunder between rwo 
planks by the reprobate king he was sent to reclaim, 
what can I day to tlie impiety (for it is no less), of 
supposing that Providence was here ? 

" What think you rf Nero and Seneca ? Tha 
whole history, indeed, of the first Ccesars is a sbud^ 
dering from be^nning to end. 

<^ You mentioned Lewis the Eleventh ! What 
say you to the Oubliettes ? But this is compari^ 
tnrely a mercy. There was a law, it is said, in 8C0C7 
land (as a Briton, horresco referem)^ under which, 
by an^ esqufsite refinement, the children of a prison* 
ep, though perfectly innocent, might be tortured be-^ 
fore his eyes, in order to make him confess. Even 
this is better than what I have read as having re« 
cently passed in Ceylon ; where the minister of the 
Rajah was obliged, as a punishment, to pound hi$ 
own son to death in a. mortar !'* 

Perceiving Evelyn to shudder, Tremaine con- 
tinued : " I will relieve you, my fi-iend, from farther 
honors such as these ; but X cannot help closing 
with perhaps the most exquisite piece of injustit^e • 
that history affords ; and that, h(H'rid to say,- again in 
a Christian, nay, a highly civilissed country, and that 
country again our own* I mean the story of Kirk, 



and the niaid he dishonoured. Oh ! good and grai* 
cious God! to suppose that such cold-blooded 
meannesS) yice^ and cfuelcy^ should be authoiized 
bjpthee!" 

Tcemaine's warmth hmre made him slop; but 
Brelyn seeing be had not finished, would not bc^in 
his reply ; and after a minute's stlo^ee^ . Tremaine 
thus proceeded :— • 

^^ I have mentioned moral e?il : if we now come 
to natural, and look at the vast destruction of things 
and men, as well as of brute animals, that often 
prevails, seemingly without any operation of thdi^^ 
so vast, so sudden, so "violent, so unforeseen, that 
one might almost think the Deity willed destruction, 
instead of preservation to his creatures, — ^what are 
we to think ? The very constitution of the creation, 
in instances to an immense extent, seems framed for 
misery." 

** You startle me," said Evelyn. 

^^ Yet what can you say to that seemingly univer« 
sal law, by which animals prey upon one another^ 
sometimes even with cruelty; vritness those of the 
cat kind, and the dreadful boa constrictor ! 

^^ Confining ourselves, however, to the human mcr^ 
behold the young wife, the smiling infant, the joyfiil 
husband and father, fulfiUers, perhaps^ of their duty j 
sincere worshippers of their God, pmying to him^ 
trusting iafazm, as sinless as human kind can be • *• I 
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An earthquake arisen! a plague! avolcanic^ruptibrr! 
All, all are swept off without mercy; or, perhaps, 
the survivor left, a husband and a father, heait- 
stricken, sunk in woe, never to rise again> and ail* 
lowed to live merely to lament ! Wherein does life 
itself, much less any worldly advantage, appesCr t9 
be here the. conceni of the terrible Deity ? The 
virtue of his wife, the innocence and beauty of his 
infant, which so charmed the mournier's heart, appifar 
to be nothing ; the ape of the forest iseems to be of 
not less worth ; the worm, the toad, the very dirt 
he irod on ! , 

^^ Who then shall say we are of so much conse- 
quence to the Almighty, who gave us life for some 
purpose of his own, but gave it also icy aionkles, to 
worms, and vermin; who allows all to live for a 
time, and then to perish, be forgoitten, and trodden 
under foot^ wholly unconcerned as it should seem, 
collectively or individually, at oUr fiite ? 

"Yet with all this the world goes on'; all is in 
time forgotten. New lives succeed ; new iharriajges 
and children, new men*, new beasts, new reptiles, to 
be mingled together again in the same undiscrin:^i->t 
nating &te ; food for new earthquakes, new plagues, 
arid new eruptions !" 

*, " These are terribleTeflections,'^ said Evelyn. 
. *f I own I have made them often," continued Tre- 
maine, "and always with horror at myself. ; That 



Godhas someend iti the creation, ]£{ to be beliet«d. ^ 
7bat there is same sysienii in which man- and brute, ' 
bird and insect^ have a place, iis evident^ But not 
only the purpose is tinfathomable^ hut it seems not 
tQ^ me that the system is ever deranged by all the - 
moral or natural evil that has ever happened. ' We - 
goon towards the object, whatever it, is, now well, 
now ill, Hut in the end, always as right as perhaps' 
we were intended to be, and always without farther 
assistance than was given us at our. creation. 

. /^ I could multiply illustrations, but these suffice to • 
my purpose, as to Providence towards man. 'f*hen 
as to mstinct, aa to brute, or even vegetable matt^ ;- 
aye, or even as to inanimate matter; gravity and all 
other -littraction ; all the laws, of motion ; the tides ; 
the winds, and tempests of the sky ; the courses of 
the planets; the sun itself^ with the regular returns 
of the seasoris I— 4iowever we may be astonished, 
however awe-struck at the power which could origin • 
ally give them being, why should we suppose that 
power perpetually interposing ? 

. *f It ia said that a ^parrow falls not to the ground 
without the Almighty!. Can this mean mqre * than 
thi^t, according to thelaw^ wliich govern the nature 
of the sparrow, and which were iastitnted by the 
Almighty, the bird's fate, whatever it is, pvertafees 
him ? If a hard winter, or a storm of ht^il^ or a hawk, - 
destrpy him^ (virtually, indeed^ it may be «aid to be 
YOL. in. K 



the act of the Deity, because be Originrily ordaioed 
t^t order of thingd Which, produces the destructioily 
OF if he is saved, the safety,— but) how is this per* 
petual vigilance, this immediate act of a gOTeriK>r, 
exercised on the particular case ? So^ to return to 
man, and to the very dai^er we have so. recently 
escaped, I mighty to be sure, have been shot, had 
npt the gamekeeper felt himself ruffled at the moment. 
Is it any thing extraordinary when within a few 
yards of a mad dog, or a snake, that a man should be 
ruffled ? You too might have been bitten had you 
not closed the gate as you did! Was it any thing 
wonderful, any thing superhuman, that you should 
pos^^ presence of mind ? All these thmgs I hare 
revolved over and over again. I cannot discover 
tliat I am v^rong, or in an error in believing that the 
obvious and sufficient cause of every thing t\mX 
happens, is the real cause; the Creator primarily, 
indeed, vrtien he made his laws, but ever afterwards 
those laws themselves. 

-^^ You will observe I touch not now upon other 
most weighty, most embarrassing objections^ which I 
never ha^ce got over. I count tiot upon the irrecon- 
cilableness of man's free agency with this perpetual 
interposition; I say nothing how of prescience, and 
therefore predestination ; I confine myself simply here 
to your own position, that God is ever upon ' the 
watch for us, ever our imitiediate guidcj although he 



origiaaUy gave us guidea enough, in our reason aod 
our instincts. I will not say tli^t iwh^t I hav0 merely 
argued) is a creed in which I will live and die, but 
it is an aigum^nt wfaipb> to tnj/ conceptidil, no one li^s 
jKt . been able to overturn." 

' Here Tremaine ceased, and what was said in reply 
will be found ia the next chapter,. 



CHAP. xn. 

PROVIDENCE.— SECOND CAUSES. 



<< God is much displeased tbat you take with ontliankfuliiess bis 
doing." 

6iiAR8P£AR£. 



^ A PAUSE Ibr spme minutes ensued after Tremaine 
h^d finished speaking, duripg which^ each friend 
seemed ruminating on his own ideas. At length the 
Qpcf CM* broke silence : 

. ^^You have made," said he, *^ exactly the argument 
I,exp)B!Pte4 you would make, and I acknowledge you 
have put it as strongly as I think it caii be put. It ia 
that, specious, n^y, I will .allow, that forcible argu- 
ment» drawn fi^om (be universality of what is called 
k2 
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decond causei;, and the terrible extent of eviF which 
it would be in vain to deny, which has staggered* 
many well-meaning and sensible men in all ages and' 
(Countries. You will, however, perceive that the 
argument is now changed Between us. The question* 
is no longer whether the lau)s of our being do hot 
suffice for our preservation, so much as whether that 
preservation is even always willed. The mere chance, 
which, according to you, governs, and the evil which 
certainly does infest the world, form the reasons of 
your doubt. Nor is this surprising. Our feelings 
are often dreadfully shocked, and we tremble to 
think that errors such as those of which we read, 
and of which we are sometimes even witnesses, can 
be permitted from any cause, by a Being whom we 
16ve and thank for his benignity, as well as'adbre for 
his power. Then, again, as to the interference and' 
regulation of the events of life, the First Cause, God, 
is everywhere hid from our sense; the second, that is, 
the immediate cause, is obvious to it. We natifiialiy, 
therefore, if we look no ferther than sense, attribute 
all to the immediate cause ; we think not of what 
may be, and what is, behind. Thus the Indian who 
first saw the effect of fire arms, worshipped the musktt, 
even when discharged, and thrown aside by the hand 
that had used it. 

' ^* Again,-^the child who first sees a show, believes • 
it is the puppets who act. When he sees, or i»- 
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toid of the wires, he discovers the hand ot the 
master. * : ,> 

' f* As this ^As the first part of your powerful argu* 
merit, I shall treat of it firsts and leave that drawh 
from the sufferance of evilfbr later considei*atioiii » 
<^ But here I would premise, that it is vital to tJkh 
discussion, that the arguers on our side of the quei^pii 
should not be misunderstood,— 4ks, I think, we too 
generally are. Por, when we say that nothifig is 
without God, we are answered, as if we had eve|r 
contended that he is an interposing^ sf^ecial, foidj I 
might almost say^ miraculous^ sigent, in [M'o^uciag 
■every specific thought, word, and d^, in the 
cotnmonest employment of the wills and faculties of 
his creatures; that is, in morals^ that a msiut cannot 
\valk, change hispla:ce, or perform the general duties 
or actions of life, without an interposing divine, Spirit^ 
specially calling him to it. Thus, I remembei^ A 
visionaiy female, who scarcely moved from One.rp6m 
<% an6ther, or sat down to table, or lay dowii to rest, 
but she said she was called to it. This wot&Id too 
evidently do away with the common faculties by 
which we carry on our existence, to say nothing of 
that free«>will which was one of the designs of our 
dfeitfion, and the instrument, indeed, by which w« 
act. To say that God interferes to incline me to 
pluck this flower, and to smell to it as I do^— having 
originlELlbf a sense of smelling, loid a desire to exerciw 
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ify^U what 'Sdeircely evlfn a visionary can hold ; 
i:ertainly not we. 

. ^ To^go farther, and: wj that When a man mounts 
Aiahorae) knowit^g how to. ride, and the horse ac- 
customed id the saddle, he is preserved from being 
ifirowii, by the spetial act d* the ^Itnighty, and-not 
jby the fikculty of preserving his batai^cd^ or goveri^- 
ing the reiiis ; or that that bdat which Mre see gliding 
along, and which is kept.afloat by fhe Ipii^wii ]^»ri^ of 
physics, would* sink, natwiihitimiing those laws,' U¥^ 
Ie£fii':8pedally land &e&r md 'ab(fve sustained by the 
mme power ; — all this is tiowhere pretended. 

'^ Again, to advance &rther.3till, tbata ttian pursues 
bis instincts^ and all the innocent propensities of his 
. Jfiatture, hta social passions^ by which he cultjvaCi^p 
firieaSshjtp^ feels iove, desires to mari^y, becomes n 
piyrmt, and loves his prf^geny, ot pulrdues a fair amr 
bition> endeavours t6 irqpfrove his being, studied the 
111%: praetises commerce, or betakes himself to leseri^ 
ing;— that he Cm. only be impelled io^ this, or, in 
abort, to the coihmoii occurrences of life by which 
maa is. man, under tiie social guidance of a special 
providing power that leadis him in his progress, JHfi the 
same manner as it operates upon taatt^ In g^nt^^ 
oraa we lead a cluldiwho is learning, tid walk or (q 
r0ad,««*thi8 also is-. noHiiitec pretended The genem| 
design and prapensities of^Ur beingi; suffice; no 
d«ittbt^ fel: this, as £ar ten thousand Qtbet llifii£gs 
within the scope of the human character. 
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^^ Not that even here God is not tJways presentj dr 
might not interfefe if he pleased/ bui^hftving desigii^ 
ed as to b6 what we^r^, in respect to dl this^ it woulQ 
be OS vain as useless to speculate whether we act froih 
pdl^petu^lly nerditnpnlsesi or dhly through original 
.energies." * • r 

^Iti this I entirely agree/* said Tremaine; *'b\it 
I thihk you admit largely,- fbr one who is to pro^ 
the interference of th^ Deity iahy Where. With sb 
fi^ttch excluded, what is'to be included? and with st> 
m^ch left to ourselves, who is to say where govern^ 
ifient begins ?" • 

^ That certainly is the questi6n/* answered Ev^ 
Ij^^ ^^and gfeat «and profound as I allow It to be, I 
had itlmost said it Is unanswerable. Unanswerkbi^, 
hdw^eir, only in speculation and iii theory; for 
as to all good ends of practice, as to hope^ trust, rc^ 
Ui»€«, and r^i^ighatidn, I think it is abundandy clear 
wberditis that we are Uhcier divine government^; 
although we maJy not kiiow exactly where we irfe 
«ot/* 

^< I dhAli "be glad to see how you will Make thik 
oat," said Tremaine, "and to learn exa(;tly which ilt 
the province of man, which of lieaten,** 

<*T0 tell this, exactly," answered Evelyn, "is "bet 
yoiid tiiah's lirnited capacity; biit thus much I thi'tA: 
wem^y say i^ clear,—- that the province 6f a tricral 
FtovideAce id mt>raki atid by tbora!t^ I meaof lestate 



p(;reipM9ibiRty. Evidently^ I also mcDan, all that 

produces the actions, as well las the fortunes of 'men ; 

'diat which' \^e calltheir conduct in th^ir three great 

relations to God, to themselves^ and their fellow-men. 

It is'here that thehr reason is chiefly employed, and 

that the will is called upon for determination. Here, 

•therefore, responsibility b^ns, and witii it the moral 

.events, if I may. so call them, of life/ Here^mphd- 

.tically, therefore, as an obvious consequence, from 

being left to ourselves, we stand in need of that 

direction and assistance, which, according to us, are 

afforded by him of whose power to afibrd them there 

is, at least, no doubt; ' ' ' ' . . 

**'You will observe, I speak of responsibility^: uxkd 
the events of life, as forming the pcfculiar field of our 
discussion; because here, if not here alone, is the 
field for interposition. ' ' . , 

^ I beseech you to mark this distinction, because 
without it, our question may be perpetually, ahd 
.surely unnecesslarily, embarrassed*" 

*' I agree to this," said Tremaine, " and petteive 
diat to do so will bring the real* point better tp our 
^view. That point is to show that the immediate 
causes of tMhgs and actions; are not the real causes; 
but that there is another and unseen cause that moves 
us as we are moved; as a master, according to your 
illustration, by the help of wires moves a puppet." 
. . '^ I think ft better illustrationi" observed Evelyn, 



.TIlEllAIirJB. SBl 

-5^ may be dmwn from' the composition Jo( an 
army." . '- 

\.'. ^f Thia^will be new/' said Tremaitiek - ' 

" We see it," continued Evelyn, ^ divided into a 
vaxiety of ranks, from thecQmmander«in*chief to'the 
iowest soldiery into divisions of. various sizes and 
characters; that is, from v^hat are technically called 
divisions to brigades^ regiments, battalions,, compa* 
dies,. squads, and files. The private in the field, tD# 
.on the parade, receives ordera, and seems immediaUly 
CO.. obey! his Serjeant: he is certiiinly immediately 
put in motion by him. Could he be right in thinking 
that he is so, because he is the immetliate, or, ao* 
cording to our subject, rhe.second cause?". 
" " Indubitably not," said Tremaine; "but he, at 
least^ can see and hear his captain, perhaps even his 
field-officer." 

; *^ He^^.may or he may not," observed Evelyn ^ *' but 
granting that he does, does he know who put the 
field-officer himself in motion, or could he guess that 
it lyas the commanderrin-chief in the field, : he may 
not^eventhenbe right, since he may have to go to a 
Btili .higher commander, a hundred miles off, who 
may himself be moved by orders from otbM*s at home. 

*' This being admitted^ I think we may come to a 
xrqnclusion not very unfounded." 

"What is it?" 
. " That our private soldier would not be very 
K 3 ' i 
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correct in iioagimng diat tlft fini' caafte cf ' hb 
moTements in the ranks was bis. Serjeant." . : . > 

^ I cannolr quarrel ^Ith tbt» iUtfetriittm>" miA 
Treivtaiiife«, . 

<<I do jdoi meiin to sa^," tontmued Eyxhpi^^Aat. 
W^ are dtber puppets er piivlt&aridiaea^; of that aH 
tre49 18 done for us^ exactly iti the.wiiy;iA'viihixdLk 
is done. But in^hatever our liberty, (by vhicli I 
nean Our freedom of will)) I do mean to say, that 
ifrtiereTer the freedom of man produces tnond action, 
there is a Master, ar Commander behind, who suffem 
or controls eyehts^ conducts the. great ^bustness of. the 
scene, and yet, by the wonderfulness of the appara- 
tus^ leaves the actors free. ^ 

* ^^/if .the possibility, nay, even the probability of 
this cannot he conceived, or being conceived, not 
allowed, all argument must be at an end* Forevery 
thifig not miraculous (aiid miradet are ove9}y ^has its 
inimedifite .cause, ovi^ and above the final ;on#. ^It 
is, indeed, the actual mode in which the final cause 
thinks, fit to: govern the world. Thi» immediate 
cause too must be allowed to be apparently sufldent» 
in both physics and niomU, to produce the effect 
which if produced, otherwise it could be no caude; 
and hence an. addition to the diflSculty; for tallow 
it requires some refinement in reasoning, some re^ 
Search, comparison of things, and moral inference, to 
arrive nat dar conclUBioni bttt nbt th^ l€tt&i^ the coh- 
clusion true. 



c ^ Yen ikdmit, at l«ait, ihus much : lliat ftom tim 
Vcfry- power of the Deity,- he might preveilt' etery 
thing thitC'dbei happen. -His bcfKSeni thereferd i9,at 
ttnjrate, necessary for all that we set; whioh is'lt 
gfeat advance towards the next step, that if he c6d* 
wnts he wills, and if he wills, heleayes it hottb 
chance or onrsel^s to carry his will into eflfect; Thlb 
x>iight to be for ever in our minds, ever before us ^ and 
it Is ;the want of this, that makes us so content to- go 
no &rther than the immediate cause. Hence the 
impiety of your infidel icing; hence fSree^^thinking, 
whidb seems to me to be little niore than Tvani of 
thinking. I^ at least, subscribe to the apotb^m of 
Bacon :-^' A little philosophy indinetfa a man\( 
mind to atheism ^ but depth in philosophy bringeth 
men's minds about to religion. For while the miDd 
of man looketh upon secoad causes scattered, it may 
jM>metimes rest in them, and go no farther ^ but wheh 
it beholdeth.the chain of. them, confederate and 
linked together, it must needs fly to Providence ani 
Deity.' 

<^ Bat as you allow tlie pov/kt that made the wovhf, 
and imposed the laws which you say suffice for ita 
continuance, both in physics and morals, you must^at 
least also allow that it cannot be extinguished.^' 
\ "Ido/'saidTremaine. * 

^* It must then continue somewhere, for you only 
teU me it is wilhdrawnftom its superintendence t>f us, 



.anno longer Qecessary, Are youtbeni^ble tfyjt^f 
^whither, and to ivhat work it withdrawn? jb/4y^ 
Divinity, according to you, buried in the pf rpet«k^ 
^occupation of building new worlds, and iny^nting 
jiew natures, so a9 to forget those he has alrt^y 
.made; casting these also aside as nothing worfhya« 
fioon as he has finished them, to go to stilU newer 
•creations? — Is this your opinion ? or having allpwiyi 
.the ubiquity and omniscience of th? Godhead, con 
you reconcile the contradiction?" 

Tremaine allowed he could not. ..^^ 

, ^' Is it not then more consonant to reason ^$n it 
indeed be otherwise, from the Divine Nature), I9 
suppose him for ever dwelling in all his works ; and 
if dwelling, surely not for nothing, surely not as if 
he cared no^ for them i^V 

^ Tremaine allowed the force of the argum? at was 
considerable, and the questions new« 

<^' Perhaps you will say," continued Evelyn^," that 
to suffer things to be done, is not to .will them, and 
though God may not interfere to prevent, as he 
cannot but know themy he may note them for some 
future purpose, when the ends of the creation are 
answered l" 

^^Is not that possible?*' said Tremaine, ^^and 
does not the existence of so much crime^ appaiently 
^mpunished, make it probable ?" , 

•* Be it so," returned Evdyn; " but the conse* 
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jqtM$|]yc« BtilVis Providnitc^ only deferred, and deferred 
jfiir a future* state of rewards and punishments) tvhicb' 
ia more than I here ask of you, or than. you I fancy 
wll admit." ♦ 

. Ti'teaine was struck, and again allowed that the 
questions were new, - 

. ^* I assure you," said Evelyn, " they are questions 
which I never knew answered, and do not think open 
to an answer.. To my mind they go to the bottom 
of the whole subject, and prevail overall the most 
spe^tous difficulties."' 

, *^ I|Jfeel that they are of the very greatest weight," 
^dTremaine.. 

** My argument, then, exclusive of general belief^ 
is emphatically. founded upon the undenied and un« 
deniable power of the Godhead;, its necessary, 
unvaried, and invariable watchfulness, over the ma« 
chine; and the impossibility that any thing can be 
done, without its. both knowing and suffering it to be 
done. This alone> as the lawyers say, would be my 
case, and I might here throw the onus upon you to 
dtspyove it. But I will not leave it here. The care 
Crod has bestowed upon our mundane system is obvi- 
ous. Can we doubt then his anxicit/f: if I may so 
speak, that all shall be properly fitted for the partii 
that are performing?^' 

" Perhaps not," said Tremaine. ' 
. /' Then what should we think," continued Evelyn, 
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^^ of a man who Bhoultl build a costly U)ea^)r#, totiil^ 
p&B6d (»f moBtconipltcAiect se^tiery^ aMtritedwi^kft 
jfi>tet)idugfa(, decorated ^itb all s^lendonr, preparM 
for thousands of spectators, the world ransacked flSt 
kcioin^ himself perpeitkiify prefetlt^ ptrpttnMy ifi' 
specting, not even able to be otherwise ; yet tirithout 
aMiety whether any part of this mighty in'epafation 
fkil; or at best, satisfied with the confid^iice thiA 
though all get into disorder, it. will just* stop short bf 
final rain. Thns^ though he -see his actoi^ fkhe^; 
their parts mangled^ misunderstood, or forgotten, th6 
action disturbed^ nay often on the eve of feeing stop* 
ped altogether ; though the theatre hs^!f be ereri 
sometimes endangered, and though, as I have said, 
he be present eTerywhere> everywhere on the liratch; 
and a bmeath, a wish, would restore the Order bf 
things-*-he leaves it to itself, as if he had neither ob* 
ject, nor interest in what he has created, nay, although 
tindefhis immediate eye, as if he was ignorant of its 
very existence.'.'- .. ■ - * * 

^* No doubt," said- Tremaihe, "^ the condttct of 
jkueh a man- would be that of an iniawe person;'*. 
* * *^ Yet such," answered Evelyn, ** is the conduct di* 
the I>eity, in the opinion of thedoubtet Of W* provi- 
dence. Ingenious, and indeed fbrcible as you havef 
been, you have not met me in these most essential 
points. You hate 6ot dented the power of the Deity^ 
if he please'' to assert iti You have not deniisd that 



<btl ii f^ musl bfe erel' ^nfeiem, ever informed of 
a^t ininuieit aetions-, our temutest thdnghts, our mo^t 
tmnsient feding^^^ If so, you confei^ upon hini itil- 
mediately Ihe ^haraeiet* of a watchfol nkaral cgentj 
nor can you deny* tbat he must remember. Tou giYe 
iiiiii, th^re&re, power, knowledge, vigilance, ingpee- 
iion^ $LtA remembrancei You also admit our import. 
anee with htm^ {torn the simple &ct of his having 
placed us here ; our place stoo is at the head of thb 
wolfld, 'vrhich he has taken so much pat^^, if I may 
use such -language, to protect^ refresh, support, arid 
enlighten, by an apparatus and by laws so stupend- 
ously wonderfill, that oar minds ar& dazzled to blind- 
ness by their contemplation. All this you adinft; 
and all for what ?-*^that he may abandon us, throw 
m aside, leave us to chance, or worse than chance, 
to our own most weak, most imperfect, and most 
danjjferous government ! 

" Again> I ask, is this, can this be the conduct of the 
moral agent we have proved him. Or rather of a father 
to the diildren of his hands ? You admit he sees, 
and therefore watches ; but to what purpose watchi, 
if we can suffice to ourselves ? You admit he knows; 
but to what purpose know, if either we are sufficient!^ 
right, or he indifikreht whether we are right or wrong? 
•Most of all, you admit he remembers ; but for what 
ptxr{k)se remember, if nothing is to be done upon it ; 
nothing rewarded j nothing punished hereafter? 
Thus always present, always imqwecting, always in- 



^ftirmed, -always reBuniscent, U is of no Qsei fttid fi)r 
«nQ purpose, that lie ^ is pres<^nl| vigilant) in&jmefl 
,or. remipiscenu ISitber, .therefore, we oaiiooigo 
,urr0Dg9 and there is no such thii^ as crime agaiosi: 
,God or man. - Or if ther^ be^ bejs indijSTereni to its 
^commission, becaqse men can get right again iw^ithoiEt 
j^s assistance, Qr (which is of more consequeo^e 
than all we are discussing), there ^ must. be anh^i^e? 
.after^ a reckoning, and a judgment': 
, . Tremaine was deeply, struck, and Eyelyl¥,aUowe4 
him to ponder upon this, expecting a reply. : ' '.' -. 
Receiving none, he went. on: " But what if I 
question your whole position, because coatradi€te4 
by the whple history of mankind," -, 

.^^ "I \yait your meaning,'* said Tremaine,. - o 
^ " It is this," replied Evelyn ; " I acknowledgie that 
we cannot make out the design of the creation, the 
purposes for which we are here, the reasons why W9 
^re no more nor no less than what we are. But see 
.the difference of our persuasions ! When I look 
around, nie, and contemplate the ^hole wondeifu), 
yet inscrutable system of nature which strikes me on 
every side throughout her extraordinary processes.:; 
when I view my fellow-beings^ inhabitants of the 
world like myself^ from the worm upwards— ^-frpra the 
insect of an hour to the eagle of an hundred years ; 
when I think of the monsters of the deep, or the mo- 
narch of the desert, or turn perchance to what savours 
of sport and play, and even (if we dare say so of any 
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vK)rk of nature) wbich exhibits altnost the ridieulouft^ 
al» in the talk of a parrot, or the mowing of a moiri&ey$ 
)iut above aH*, when I look into nly^df, with ftlLmy 
,hope^ and fears, and struggles, ao enigmatical mit» 
tare of energy and weakness, reason and folly, of 
aspirations after virtue, and apostacy to vice ; when 
I see all this, I own the ever-during qiiestioA — ti>Ay 
it all exists ? — is never absent from my mind- That 
^me purpose is to be answered by all* these wonders, 
<lhese endless varieties, this astonishing machinery, is ' 
,to my conviction clear, though it is the only thing that 
^s so^ Tou^ on the other hand, are content with it 
JEI6 a saddening factj that all is created mereli/ to be 
.destroyed ; that life seems given m^re^to be fbdlowed 
>y death ; and^hat all is but one uniform succession 
of corruption and renovation* Thu^ with you^- the 
excellent warm motion becomes really a kneaded 
.clod, to make way for some other clod, to be informed 
lyy a like kindling spirit ; and so. the process goes on 
' in one eternal round, for nothings for no purpose, 
.either of trial here, or reward hereafter., And^yetyou 
-acknowledge that all is, if not guided by, at least per«* 
fected and minutely known ta, some all-powerful, all- 
knowing, all-operating, yet invisible, intangible, and, 
to every sense, unperceivable Being* 

** To me, this I own is marvellous — me, whom it 
kindles, excites, absorbs, yet stqpifies, wliile> witbpui:. 
f ucc^s, I endeavour to unravel U* Believe pe^ i^ i| 



'fiMirfUIy most fearful; asto^isbing, most adtonish- 

. ^^ Bui though I shrink iti my own littleness frotti 
ihe^ fiHlject, and abahdon all hbpe of ever understaiKi* 
iiig ity^n^ thing to tne is deax-^ihsiij/our imptes^on 
4ipoh k (excuse me) is what all feeling, all reasoning, 
i^nd all nature, through all her works, proclaim' aloud 
tobe&lse! * 

<' Ai^to the history of manldnd, I deny your whofe 
^oaitkem tipon it, because contradicted by the facti 
You say all has got rightagain by the exertions of th^ 
flame man ; that isr, as you mean it, ai distinct /ivm 
dodt Yet you forget that religion always accompli 
nied this same man, in all his returns from disord^ 
*to order ; and religion always implies belief in the 
protection of Heaven. Unless, therefore, you slio^ 
me that religion was banished the world, when it got 
fight after nearly perishing, and that momlity alonfe 
"restored its security and happiness, your assertioti 
fittls. Observe, I speak not here of true religion ; of 
religion even not exceedingly corrupted with faisk 
and imaginary gods; but still a religion inculcating 
the power and protection, as well as the vengeance 
of those gods, whatever their names, fbrms, or attri- 
butes. The same^ forcible consideration destroy 
your confidence in what you call the laws of nature^ 
tBv^ where there hsu^ been no di3ofder5 for you letl 
Aev^at thote'lawsi added td thote of rea3on,LWe' 



enough to keep u6 on the whole pretty right ad' to 
moralSk If so, what becomes of your argument from 
such dreadful moral eril? You say that, tn^e thm 
have been great shocks, in the woiid, great crimes and 
desalationsy and nations as well as men hare, acted 
like demons'; but all has got right again by the exetf 
tions of the same indiTidual mati that brought all b6^ 
hear to ruin, I ask, where have you ever found these 
lawB) without being accompanied by th^ strong eit- 
fbrcement of religion ? But even if you have, and 
it v^ere possible to suj^xNie men without a worship^ 
without fear of God, without hope or pfesentiment 
txf^ali&'tocdm^, I then ask where is re^wnsibilityi 
aiid if iio responsibility, where ate morals V* 

>f/ Surely^r itaid Tremainei ^Uhe ansvlter is ^sy, at 
l9ng «e there is a law of nature, with all its .enfonsep» 
ments," . 

. " My dear frichd," rgoined Evelyn, . ** be not led 
BA^y with philosophical £ction, or rather philosophic 
cal jaigon. Tell me whence is this law of naturef 
where these enforcements)": 

*• In the heart,'' returned Tremaine. ' 

f^Gpod! ahd of course, then, levery heart is the 
same, hnd equally led to practice virtue and ishna 
Vice, without the hope of heaven or &ar of faelit? -j 

\^That I should not say,'' observed Tremaine; 

^^¥et that you must say, if you hold ^ that, whcn| 
flompted, we recover without religion^'* 
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* ' " May ihete not be religion without futurity ?" 
' *^Ye8! but a sorry one, for there is then ho respon^ 
Bibility,— ^which is the question. ' - 

' " Come, my friend^" cdntihiied the Doctor, ^^ you 
tiaye not considered this matter to its centre. What 
is the meaning of this law of nature of yours 2 
<D6es not a law imply aii agent that both enacts and 
^Ibrces it ? If not, what can be raibre hugntory ? 
'We may again return to our illustration of King 
I-og•'^ ' ... 

r ** And yet, may we not be responsible without 
any king?" 

. "I beseech you to whom? Who enforces? 
Who punishes? Who induces? In what is 'the 
punishment ? in wKat the' inducement ? You i^rtll 
•tell me, virtue I What is that? The fitness of 
things ; rectitude. More intelligibly, regard'for the 
Wpt>iness of the world at large/ You mean, then^ 
^y virtue, the general interest of mankind; But 
.what if the individuals are not so studious of the 
interest of others as to prefer, or even not neglect it^ 
when it seems to interfere with their own ? andj if 
4Hey do prefer thar owii, what, according to yotf, is 
40 hinder them ? Will these laws of yours dojt, of 
yf\Ath livery one is the interpreter for himself2 
These laws, without an enforcer, an avenger,' a 
fttdge? A milder sceptic, such as you, may tell 
me, it is the will of God ; and I agree you can^ 
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from analogy, make out a cogent demonstration ^f 
this. But as to willj-^of what sort can that, b^,' 
which may be denied, thwarted, and resisted at^ 
every moment with impunity I Your will,, there- 
fore, has' no obligation ; your fine laws, no bindiag 
^ principle ; arid your God is the God of Epicurus, 
who cares not for you, would be degraded byrdoipg 
any thing to serve you, and allows you to. obey or 
disobey this will, exactly at pleasure. . When tl\e/ 
world, therefore, has been wrong, it must get right, 
by some other means than human, or than the exei'« 
tions 6f mail left to himself! And this is tryein 
fact; for you never yet knew man left to himse\f— ^ 
that is, without religion. .<• 

/ <^ You, indeed, have admitted some religion, Vfhen 
you say that from admiration, and a sense.of power^ 
you are ready to adore. But why adore what ^e^s, 
neither good nor barm ? a Being, which^ though it 
nmy have originally laid the foundation of the, 
plEgiies, and commotions, and consequent miseries^ 
you have described ; or of the magniiiceiit wonders; 
in 'physics, which you have also mentioned ^h^s, 
taken leave of them for ever, nor ever condescends, 
to interfere in their direction, for good, or for evil 2, 
Yout adoration then is as if it were of a mere gre<^^^ 
wonder^ a curiosity of the greatest, the mq^ aston'^ 
isbiitg magnitude, indeed, but still a m^re curiosity, 
Surely we adore, that is wor^hip^ for pther pauses I • 
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. ^^Biit^ perhapB, Jike ^onie odaer doiste, jovl ace 
willing to thank the Deity for wbateTer happiness is 
tallowed you below ?^'^ 

* Tremaine nodded assent* 

^ Then you imply an agent to be thanked.^ Some 
Being, who not > only has been actiye'for us, )>al » 
present to us to reed ve our thanks, and not onlj 

this, but who will continue by us, able still farther 
ti» help us. -We may veperate the memory of a 
dead bene&ctor, we only thank a. living audan 
aoti?eone^ 

i ^^ Thus ev^ry way you can pointy if short of athe* 
hnky you point te religii^n^ and wherever there is 
man, there also is an admission of Proyidence^" . 

Tremaiiie observing Evelyn to pause, and. look 
around; with much interest, entreated him to pro- 
ceeci* 

'<< I am-tUnking," continued he, >^ I can bring it 
still more home. You see those heifers in the mea- 
dows below. They have cr(^ped their green fopd, 
and have drunk of the stream. Some of themstiU 
remain to cool in it; some- have sought the sha^®? 
and are lying down to ruminate; some are sedate 
and quiet with hi^pineBS ; some sport and play ; all 
are innocent. There is no right or wrong with 
them ; or rather all is right, because it cannot be 
wrong. For God's sake, why is this with a. poor 
brute, ^ a beast that wantv discourse of reason^' and 



not with man, a much more iK>ble ^niettj, if f am 
right ; n much meaner one^ if you are aot "vrrong V* 

^^ I see not your exact application," aaid Ti«^ 
ipaine. 

*^ And yet it is not very fer •fetched)" returned 
Evelyn* ^^ I say these cattle^ and all others thai 
live, all beasts even of prey, nay all reptiles md 
vermin, that act in their natures, following ^be laws 
of their instincts, all given by the same God,-*theie 
brutes, these creatures, dumb and mechanicat as 
they are, are happier and more fortunate than we: 
that is, God has been kinder to them, iinlfss that 
same God assists by his Providence the weak wills 
and reason he has given to us^ the supposed nobler 
creature of the two." . , . 

^' Why the will and reasou ^re sp weak as tti 
require this aid, is my question," said Tremaine* 

*< 'Tis a question," answered his friend, *^ with 
which^ you have no business* The &€t is undoubt- 
ed> and that once established, we niuit deal witktt 
as best we can. Possibly, nay probably, it is the 
i^ode in which the Supreme has chosen that the 
CHPeature . called man, shall be; conducted in his 
being, while the brute is left without respooflibiUtyy 
and therefore without difficulty." 

<< I remember," said Tremaine, ^^ a strong passage 
in your Wollaston^ to this effect, of the supposed 
superior lot of the brutes^— which almost staggered 
me. 
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^ And why not your Wollaston too," retumed '' 
Evelyn, <^ if it staggered you ? I remember it also. ' 
He says that unless there is a future state, which 
implies the most extended of all schemes of Provi-' 
dence, the pleasures of brutes, though but sensuial, 
are more complete: ' they go wholly into them,* 
says he: ^ their sufferings are not heightened by' 
reflection ; they are not perplexed with cares of 
families and posterity, are not anxipus about a 
future state, haye no disappointments ; and at last 
some sudden and unforeseen blow finishes them, 
before they ever knew they were mortal.'* 

*^You can scarcely chuse but admit the sound- 
ness of this opinion, unless, as I said, the Almighty' 
condescends, nay unless it is an original part of his* 
plany to assist by his Providence our most insuffi- 
cient reason— the only equivalent W€5 have for the" 
instinct which so suffices for brutes," . 

Tremaine seemed moved, but asked if his friend 
really thought reason insufficient for our govern- 
ment. * 

• ** Your favourite Horace, who was any thing but 
out of humour with mankind, shall reply to you,** 
^id Evelyn : ' 

** Audaz omnia perpeti 
Gens hujhtma ruit per yetitmn nefas.' 
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*^ No ! ray friend ; with God, we are much — ^with- 
out God, we are notbingi— nay/worse than nothing. 
And It is the same thing as to be without his asdist* 
ance, if be has left us to ourselves, and is indififerent 
to crime. Now let me ask, whether that can be your 
real opinion ?^' 

' Tremaine hesitated, but at length avowed that 
crime could not beindifi^rent to the Creator. 

*^0*nr subject then is at an end," rejoined Evelyn; 
^for either you admit that God does interfere to pre^ 
vent or punish crime (which he by ^o means always 
does in this world) ; or you give roe all I want, or 
desire, in owning a future judgment in a world to 
come/' 

Tremaine was rather startled at the consequences 
of his admission, and begged t9 retrace his steps. 

** I own," said he, ^^ I saw not to what my answer 
would lead, and I feer embarrassed; yet I shudder 
to think that crime is a matter of indifference to 
man, much more to the Almighty." 

<*See to what scepticism leads," said Evelyn, with 
mildness; "but I have often told you, you are not 
really a sceptic." 

^* May not, however," resumed Tremaine, "the ar- 
gument I have used be sound as against a Pravidence 
in this world, if there is the state you talk of in a 
world to come ?" 

"It is your only alternative," observed* Evelyn; 
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f^finr then certainly the ndtion, bot of ifi()il^etice 
here on the |)art of the Creator, (for that nothiiig can 
prove,) but of a sort of sufferinj^ of vice for a seasoit^ 
might be at least not irrational. Grant me.thiis, and 
yeu ble^a me indeed/^ 

^^ i am not prepared," replied Tremaine, with hfesi* 
tation; ^^ alas! by no means )>repared. Yet I feel 
distressed; for, v?ith perhaps only a half-convinced 
reason, I yet perceive that, to be taerely consistent, 
if there is neither Providence here, nor retribution 
hereafter, there can be no distinction between virtue 
and vice, and all mustbe.Ieft to disposition, to chance^ 
ip indulgence, to prudence, or impmdenoe; No! 

this can never be! " ' 

, 'y Hobbes will help;y<Ju out," Wid Evelydd, ^^ for he 
holds that very doctrine, and is quite cbnleitt td re- 
duce all to the enactions of the .civil m^istrate.* 
Spinoza, too, another brilliant guide, defines natural 
right to be natural power; so that, acquire th^ power, 
and a man, from the law of nature, may do what he^ 
pleases. Are you c6ntent with this master of reason- 
ing, who be sure t^ches us also to deny a Provi- 
dence ?" 

. /* I have owned,*' observed Tremaine, " this cannot 
be ; but I own too, I on^e favoured, or at least took 

* See two excellent old Sermons by Dr. Rogers, in confutAtion 
of tills foHj. Rogers* Sermons on the necesbity of Revelation. 



no pains to confute Hobbes, and that I have been 
embarrassed — yes ! I confess it — with Spinossa !'' . 

^^ And Carneades,. and Pyrrfao," resumed Evelyn, 
^' before him, and Hume and Bolingbroke, who have 
done so much since to mend the matter." 

" My dear friend," said Tremaine, after some re- 
flection, ^'lown the speciousness, nay, I^may say 
what I thought the irresistible force, of ihe .argor- 
ment from second causes, misled me so &t as to reftis^ 
myself to what you called ypur prima facie demon- 
stration of a particular Providence. Whether we 
live again I wish I could say. - Bu| if we do not/ 1 
agree, could other stupendpu^ diiBcnlCiep bejKotover, 
that as God has the po^e^^ so he appears tQ have the 
will to protect andguide us ; , and if we do live agahi^. 
all may in the end beaet light. It woiild^ therefore^^ 
I own, be most rational to. 6U{^ws^ *tbat he wha 
made us, and is, because he i\}^,s.mu$t be, with us, 
capnot be therefor .nothings cannot be indifferent* 
But the horrible evils in morals^ and.tJie.overwheUn* 
ing quantity of natural evil 'in. the world, only a small 
part of wliich I have touched opon, and which ^ou 
have not yet noticed, meet me wherever I'go,.set all 
my alarms loose, and chain up;al:l my belief*" 
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.^ CHAP- XIII. 

PROyi0^CB.->TH£ ARGUMSINT FROM.EVIL, 



*' As If we were tOImiis by neceiiity, fools by beaTeDly:ceinflilr' 
sioa^--and all that we are eyil is^ by a divine tbrusting on." 

SIIAKSPEARE, 



^^If I have not y«t toudbed upon this part of your 
olsj^cion/' replied Evelyn^ fMt is only, as you will: 
haite perceived, to keep objections' tbat' beloi^, to* 
difiefent classes properly separate. :.But I tliiofej' 
can gi?e you the same^satisfaction (if 1 baye^givQli * 
you^saiisikcttdn^ upon both. ,f.-.> 

^^And yet moral evil, I allow, is a frightfiil spectra* - 
I' shut not. my eyes either to its extent or its enormity, ^ 
and if I could pardon scepticism any where, it would 
be- when prompted by the dreadful crimes whi^h the ' 
hktoiy ' of our species seems dmost everywhere :ifil* 
exhibit. '■■ At the same time the greatest care must be 
taken, that in computing evil, as agaio^ good-'^'^M^ 
is, in estimating the intentions of benevolence^ QrXlgitf 
contrary, in the creation-— we do not exa^erftte the 
flKt as to the evil, so as to obscure the real truth. 
Upon this none of us bestow sufficient, or, I mnj 9^ 



any. pains. This I am sure of, that your suf^aitioci 
that the hktory of man is the history of a wild beast, 
}s a great error. The great .Mid prominent points of 
general history must necessarily consist, in a great 
measure, of a mixture of .crime .with virtue^ if .not of 
Clime itself For history records few, but great 
e^pents;- these can only emanate frqm struggle and 
<fiffleuky ; and struggle and difficulty can s($aredty be 
the crnisequence of peace and good-will. The tery 
virtues recorded can only be shown in a contest witli| 
and in contrast to vice." 
• ^Tbis is true," said Tremaine. * 

** How many thousands, and tens of thousands^" 
conlinued Evelyn, ^^ nay, how many millio&sof.comr 
parattvely innocent persons are suflfered to pa9S>ab}tig 
the current of history unfecorded, for one gr^t 
tyrant, or hero, or rebel ! How many peaceful citiaen^ 
4ie in their beds, for one execution, or one murd^I 

, > 'AIoAgtlie cool seqnestered rale of Ulb^ ' 

, Tlity keep tbe noiseless tenor of their w«y.' 

^* Yet we do not observe this. Even in privatf^ 
life, one: act of oppreBsion^ or very great wickeda^ 
ehall be the talk of a -wliole country, while peate^a^nd 
4)rder, and sometimes .very, great,. but !unobtruaiy0 
jtterit, glide imperceptibly ^own'the stream." 
r' >* This also is true," said Tremaine. ; . n 

^ I do not mean.to say,"^ continued jE^yfi, ¥ tbul" 
jiim is w(rong) ornot to bk accounted for aiPCQrdiiig iif 



Sttf TRBMA«IKE2i 

tAie icoinpion vcouvse* of ihings. But, in estimating 
the httihiia ^iiiuracter^Jiit'pbilosophizing, as k vvere) 
opoiithe fcat:good^6r«^ilof/butnan life, we cannot, 
iii;cQnHndn,fiuj!nej(s^;1ieaTe; the immense, tlioi^gh un- 
'Mi^ious' quaaitity of private bpppin^s^ out of the 

t <*Tq all this, Ao one. can/nefuse to agree/' said 

Th^ine- •;•^ '■'''•■'^ I r.s^^.r r - ' ; J-/-,'" 

r^^Yet froni thewaiit'ofacoiMft(|ering.tM8, you bav^ 
(ieti^apB^ufibred Jrourself ctb ^timate .' tlie quantity 6f 
evil in the world,- at far more than it deserves. I 
haye often done so myself; khd' striking ais.your 
picture is, yet I think' i could even heighten it/ * It is 
ciertAin I have alr^iost^beeB (Usposed io ask* myself, I 
:i^U ndt say tv^ith doubt ovircenrerence^ hu^ with very 
iMttftjjidg fe&r^, yiby .uxcli crii|;ues aa tbose wbteh <ac- 
<x»iiipanled the Fi^eaack AevObition were i^ermitted ? 
Why the dove Jike> piety of: £Hrabetli, wast Sesfine^ 
to a scaffold* wbeta-Mirabeau.died ia his bed ? Lor^g 
before this; I'hWier- fi^et^ befeVi^^able to = read of the 
^(9fOumjreI srifisBnesskiS our Heni^ VUI., that^et^t- 
4able'Savage,^whck apaved^naitlier rvm ih: bis hate, «# 
mattUkti i^c hisltfst ;r that legal fihurderery and 1<^i^ 
ttiMte^ adul t^ret", : that^, hypocnteio whoni even Kirk 
wa« ati angel ;«^willi0ttt feeUiig;fDy. tdcpd bpil' ovdr 
with indignation that sticHamrei^tittB eoukl.bef fiiintan^ 
iMich mpre be -trusted wiih power. . -l^tefcefitlits 
k$9 yielded to^th^ sympathy oaiid/asi^^b) I m^fft 



tbemaine; S@S^ 

almost. 8ay^ the agony of mind mi\i vAilch one tieWs ^ 
the .unmerited saSecing of tke m6ek, humble/ and/ 
pious Jane Grey. As far from lAt^i^ding crime as an^ 
ai;gd,.txP Jyigiit; ki hersiBlf putei' a& accoiUplisfied) 
bi^utiful ^Uiyouag^. and. titipretending as beautiful^! 
her 'hardy haiidi foruimeiiiust Interest a- savage; and-' 
o^* {MBses'iii hasten over- the pai^ 6f her mercite^s' 
executkinf lest the bean grow too sick with -pity. . 
f.^^A diffeaoent biit^searcdy less-'hin^lor is irtspire(i\by* 
the crueltief^. that so long 4Mteiided religious persecu-^ 
tttoin. % J pas»theGhri8tmniiui^Iie<mesj so eomplainn 
ed of by TertuUian ; for thd'Cfarifitiari pei^cfcutioW 
may ^hf3v&:been : pm^irtted i^' okiitiate' good. S>ut 
^t^ foT'So'^finjrhiindred'y^drs^ the mostMsfiiSightene^ 
Itad faeM ciduoftted of thenrilihe^ the scholars of thi^ 
-frodiid^'aiid ifaiikiist^ of :6bd^ cliould ^cotid^mh on^ 
^aotjiebito the^flitnes. for diifeijenee^ of opinion, and 
dutik: (if I tlmyi. could think) thdy- were doing God 
aerv^e ; : that' thi^ moBt criiel of aH deatha^ should b4 
inflicted ibir/ the Aosc venta) o£ all' crimes^ ^ifVb^y 
ii«|[ec Indeed cri[aeB>y^ha8«Hi;de5 and still midt^s m^ 
shudder but to think of thein* That they- shdald 
have been ' perpetrated £n this 'ebanti^) ■ eveh^as 
ial^.^tptha first JanieB, andtbaKtWivvrU <^ li^o^ 
eomburendo disgraced our statute-book till the tiftle 
1^ Charles 11.^ by no means gives' iqe'do^iddhi^ion.^* 
i >^ J a^i eag^ on my part," returned 'IPi^aine^ ^t6 
iaiDw how you will (ec^cib these ihkiga ^s the work 
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of a 3eiog9 ;Wf|o.you say guides eyery^tbing ^» a 
father bis children, and mt ho wills aod wishes those 
children to be happy ?" 

^ ; ^^ There is a lurl^ing fidlacy in this obseryatJpa^.' re* 
{Aied JSvelyn, ^^for 1 have nowhere said this 19 God^s 
iifprk* . Go^ fprbid I That it should, be aUswed to 
be |he work of man is fearful enough. The^un^vel- 
ling this scheme pf diyine goyemment is, in iiMCty one 
of the deepest points of theological science, and 
nothing but a thorough and mO8t:^arged.0qntem* 
plation of the general attributes of the Dei^j .can 
CQtne near to expound it* . -. 

^<Ti)at God is wise, V just, and beneYolent»<is npt 
denied between us ; that he wills the happiiie^ of fa^ 
creatures, is proclaimed by the beauty and gladness of 
nsUure, aind by the fitct that, with all ^the adinitted 
e^il we hivve discussed, good.so greatly prepondei&lc% 
that happiivess, or a reasonable, share of it, is- In this 
power of all, if we do not abuse iu That aU,. or 
neftrly all, moral evil springs from the vice of man, 
not the intentioo or contrivance of the Deity, you 
will not ypqrself deny." ! '• 

. ^M dp not,'' said Tremaine ; ^^ but the vice and tlup 
virtue spring equally from the Power diat Mijpssats^ 
bpth.V. , _ ..'.-.., ., .r '.-OS 

'\.f^Indu]^itably,'^ answered JBvdjra; ^^ihut atle^tt 
the ^u^ioi^ then beoomes imflEmiiately changed, iftnd 
is in &ct not why the Almightymadewtob^ unr 



^tmfipsfy but why lie permits m tq he \iciovki Iii 
i6ther wonHr, not why he has deriined us to be miser 
rable (for that he has not), but why he sufibrs us't^ 
h^ke Ottrselyes so 2 Now this you will see is the 
'fliaine lis asking why he hksthongfat fit to make sSk 
fm{jerfect creature: which, when' you tdl me why 
he has made the worm that crawls in our walk, o(r 
«ten that glorious sky over our heads, I will aii^ 
'owefu ' • ' '. . ' o 

- : « jfo man can tell this," said' Tremainen. • - 

"^ **l8gree," replied 'Evelyn ; ^* and you see there are 
mysteries in all these questions, into which, we cahr 
'not penetrate, beyond which we cannot go^ li.nda| 
Ivhieh, therefore, I think we are jjouhd vofantaiiry 
'l^stop. . . If this, theti, be one of those questions: (as 
tt seettis to be), we stop at the fact, that we are 
ijKUtA^ most imperfect creatures, capable of vtrtm, 
but ulsD equable of vice ; a scheme of creation j th& 
#^asbil for which we cannot even conjecture, but 
'iv^hfebat once places us in a state of responsibility/? 
fc -i^ X«ee not the last," said Tremaine.' 

"It is the only means," rejoined Evelyn, "by 
tWhicb the evil of this, imperfection can be cured, or 
^rliapB even rendered tolerable* The proof is^ 
that wherever this responsibility is most admitted, 
i^tli i» least, and happiness/ most' to. be found* 
^Ehirai^MyAt that black caulogueof 'h<Apmis whSc^li 
^K^bt^ve read to each pthei^ w« shall, on iiivesciga^ 
l3 
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tt)n,: fkMi ibat in prapcMlion to tUe quantadi of ic^fiJF, 
fe^ittiEitity has be^ tlvrown off. : If ]e6ifr«sh Whjr 
4)113 breach. ofresponaibiUt J 19 soffer^d^ La^in'^rcffer 
ydtt to lh*.>€!y wheme. of ouf creaiMHi^-— *imper- 
lecUon^ and^agftiii reply 9 licshnotiteH^ibut ihe-very 
Ytl'ciiBiBtaiice .that there 'remaina behind gonied^n^ 
iielohging to the ^subject, something in thai Divine 
Mind as to thia world, which Ve cannojt penetvale, 
and which you at least cannot deny may be known 
to other beicigs^.if dot td'.crarselyes lteieaft^,<^this 
wery circuroatance showstbat it. may .be nvjcdntra' 
diction to ihe notion id God's Providetiee. and 
jastiee." ; , . 

* .^^ I ahould be siatisfied with 4his .exposition,'^ said 
Ttemaine, ^^ and come willingly, 'to your creei^, if it 
went the whole length of this overbeaKing^diffieuIty. 
But it is evident k goes, nofaather tbanto accoant 
for the evils sustained by vicious raen« Were these 
the only sufferers of the world, gladly would J sub*- 
iftribe to a doctrine which would then^ be. clear 
enough. Vice being permitted, and )vice th^ sole 
tfause of misfortune, the world has little reason to 
complaio, if the wicked are unhappy*. Biit, alas! 
^y far the greater miseries are Buffered :by. the; appa^ 
rently innocent, while^ as I said befoos,^ rice is too 
often triumphant* In the exaibjiIea'We have ie«ieh of 
.us supplied, this has invariably been the;&ct, , Now, 
if your doctrihe were true, not only vice would not 



in^mpb^* but .would ahrayfir bd panished' ieren in this 
yif&M:' -^ .•'.;:-.,.•*' /- '• ■ -'i "' 
: ?! Ysripos aii3wti*s,V saifd Evelyn, "to i&ii; I 
owhf toibarrasBtDg olqeciiop, faa^e exercised itieA of 
t&e jtitok , powerfiii under&bsmdingS) witU varidii^ 
ftttceessi * The oldest, namdy^ that of. tlie'FatTifers, 
MenM^tome to beth'ebe6t.V V \ ; 
't .*^.¥aa mean,". said Tre^riaiine, *< that bif Origen, 
IiactahUu9,!and :othbi% that it could not be ofhei- 
wise, ciHisistemly. with 'the ^ee«wiU of ttitm/^ ' * 

" I do," rejoin^ Eveitpny. >^ For whete. there is 
'this fn^*wrlly :fi*oRi -tMe^ v«rjjr- ^rce of - the^^'ifemi,* it 
tnast 'be<c6tB^etilfifi::tb wUl ej^i)^ as well as ^ooA\ 
^nd if the, sdvifniej as I have^Iled it, of our cf^&« 
lion, jis imperfection, it must follow, that the evil 
wiiich.'ia'pbssible^ mil actually bie. . 1 need riot pur* 
siae the: induc^an^itd show tbi^t' this atleast- accounts 
ibrthe'.sdfferin^gs of the virtuous, inflicted by the 
vicious. ' /Then, ais to the escapi^-df the vicious from 
.pumBhment in 'this world, the-ahd^er (imteperident 
of a future state, which fumishes; the: most c^ohiplete 
ime), is, that the jbci as a g^eral proposition is 
iniscakei^::-' fPllM. there are too iriany examples of 
unpunished vilkny, is^truf?; but there is fib pnOpor- 
tion bdtween them ' a;nd those of the 'getiefrkl bappi-^ 
ness of integrity and virtue. Jtis^not laid down a^ 
a >fcft«»e- bf^ the Providence we' treat bf,;thAt vice 
should be protected, virtue oppressed; • Instances of 
it happen ; but that is not the scheme. 



'' *j •. ' 

y Anqih^t, Ap»wer is diawn ftomdiio gb^emfneill 
by secoqd causes, which we have I^t^y discus^d^ 
^Cn4:^ fi^e^^ill we have just touched Qpom Did 
G^d s^lways appear in pejnson, as it were, whetlier 
through prophets or miraclesi as among the early 
Jews, or only through sepond causes, bdt tmrn^e^ 
aiely on the commitment of crime^ not only woidd 
Iree-wiU beisontrolled by a force whidd would leave 
itiree no longer, but, as has been well said by old 
Sherlock, there would be no end to the ^escecaiiom 
patpaUy going on before our &ces. 

"Idoiiot say," continued Evelyn, seeii^ Tre- 
maine prepared to object, ^' that this last might not 
be a more secure, and therefore more happy state; 
for, God knows, T am not so confid^it as not to feel 
my responsibility,, in the latitude allowed me, most 
perilous ; but, at any rate, it is not the state in 
which it has pleased God to place me. lie reveals 
himself no longer by visible and immediate interpo- 
sition, and it is most certain he allows iHce^ in some 
instances, to prosper for a time. Nevertheless,' I 
doubt if these instances are ever pe^rfect, to the eflfeet 
you suppose them. They will not, perhaps, any of 
them, bear the test of enquiry,. had we the meani^ of 
making it ; and they are by no means: so frequent as, 
for the argument, they have been imagined." 

"Yet you will not deny," observed Trematne^ 
^^ the number of brilliant or si^cf^s^l villains that 



ifteek iid in Mstoty. Augustus, Dionysias, Lewis 
Xl/^ or Cromwell^ among a thousand others.'* / 
* ^* 1 should^ perhaps, puzzle you,'' replied EvelyOy 
?* ifl were to put you upon the proof of your thou* 
sand; nay, were 1 to ask you to name me one happj/ 
villain. ,ETen where all seems &ir on the outside, 
do wfe really know' the whole of the case ? Db we 
see into the secret heart of the actors ? Do we heair 
tlten-'inward groans,' the writhings, or the drdwnings 
of their consciences, their fears, their perpetual 
suspicions, worse than a thousand deaths? Sure 
I am, the instances you have adduced will not hold. 
Augustus, in his fortune, was always successful^ 
perhaps, in the opinion of the world, always happ^. 
i>oes his fiimily history support this i Augustus 
however, though he achieved despotism at the ex* 
pense of many lives, some of them of good, or what 
are called good men, was not one of thoise worst of 
wicked persons on whom your argumeht should 
rely. He found the world in arms, and his' country 
rent to pieces ; he, indeed, joined in proscriptions, 
and suffered Cicero to be murdered ; but he began 
not the struggle ; some part he was forced to take, 
and amidst the universal disorder, he rode out the 
storm. He was, perhaps, the least wicked of his 
party, and might be designied by the very Provi- 
dence which from his story you quesiibn, to giv<^ 
the comparative peace to the empire which it after- 
wards enjoyed." 
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*^Tet that Brutus and CA9siu9," «sfckiiasil^Tr«<' 
maine^ <^lhe> ^hampidn9;of liberty^ should be. de^ 
sCvpyed by guch "proAtgatea as himself sitiA Ainthony, 
fiicittl]/) that he; afterwards should' trample upon that 
liberty P * - .s 

. J '*M cannot ffoHow you in thts^" sfaidfEYelyn, "and 
would ndt. if I could ! How knawi we that the 
iifberty yoU advocate w6uhi> have been rektoired by 
it^e ' soocdssf of your champions ? - how,^ ewitj . that it 
¥roiil4 at^ that-time have: been, best fonraaebipire so 
uniVerskUy cbrriiptedi /Naf Sire must be -better 
ihibrmed Before wb! presume* to plunge; int^^ such a 
qhesctony and if better informed^: I am donvinted we 
should be satbfied* : 

. '> As to ^our: other examples^. Dionysius- i« the 
Isist -: I. should IjiaTe ^ chosen^ to provfe triumph! 
though his iriiirders and sacrileges had be«i an 
1iulidred-<fold greater than they w^ere, mnd istitl he 
had been allowed to : retain the power thfey had 
obtained for him, the sword of Damocles^ the. fear 
of trusting life to his own daiightens^ and even the 
c<»OtttruetiGiii of his. ear alone^ .would |3roTe thai he 
was ah-eady, and in this world^ plunged into rei^i* 
butive torments. I should say the same of y<>ur 
Lie wi« XI., if only from the. devilish ^defences of 
Plesfiis les Tours ; and as for Croniwell, your most 
q[>ecious indtanc^ until \you show me Ae seclusion 
of his bed-chamber, the breathings of his sleepj^ and 



tfieknotoi ftlarms' WhiibhtJMrodacedlils last sickness 
arid deadi^I'^oftimotntnethis sothority." : • .- • 
\ :^^'Bofe daf^iiniifiigBthfs 'to dedfro^ tbeiarguffl^iitas 
i& iM>mektdlUi 'Baidi:l^seihkinBi ^^ciafaftpptly,.tt 
eK{>laibsaabt:^«[|isalIy«iirell^h^ iiifliction of such mise* 
ruMras^ai^mffefdd by'the;good;'' 
:'*^iH;€«r, »Utiy":r^Ked Evelyn, /f we are ih the 
datki^ ^ ^ho We gdod^Mis'm fearful question f ami 
e?en;j«mh^ithoiier9eAiIf ^ weknbw not what trials 
hkf^ be fuscewai^: fbr^'lMeaiy' ior the Divine jnteotio'ti^ 
hi -opd^ to fit them ffor Mgher -rev^ardsj any more 
thaii.what nujodmr'cdnsequeiicee may follow of 
ttltiniate benefk^' ffom tUiei in^iy/horrdr inspi^^d- by 
iheiT fitter it is tbiar aloisercaii voften or console me 
for the lot of that sainted Princess of Fh^nce whom 
I ha^ Biemioned. . But I dare not ineddle with it. 
I content myself, with, telling you, lis I hay^'told 
myself, that in all these awful speculations we are 
not true judgeb:; we are leven presumptuous preten- 
ders, finites as we are, to judge, of infinite. Gori* 
fined as we lire to this little icirde, this close and 
bounded hdrisDony this ,ipBBcfc of vision, I need not 
(rell you^ that h& who sees! the whole^ sees more than 
wre, arid can alonf 'be judge. In short, ! 1 heed not 
say that God^s jtisticeis hot oitr justice, and it is 
not only folly, btttiscareetyi less than impious, to 
require to andecsti^ ilie wisdom of: the. AHowise^ 
or meflBure-hisJknowlddgs bf 9ur:ignomnee;^ - ^ 



S3S fiTBMikzira; 

Seeing TreniaiM moved, Evelyn weill o^v^Sif 
clear is this,' that I woiild recommend . you 10 '1^ 
welhknown tale of PameH, as a safficietii -gohitki^y'^ 
oh this part of your objection, of AM yonr de^is^ 
It is ar fiction, indeed, bm ea^ly reducible to AkdI*^ 
Tou see there, why an apparently geoeroai fWii 
tnaybe robbed, , and a miser enribhed; why^'&- 
vourite and innocent child 'may be cut piF fir qtiM# 
nbturally virtuous father, and a man, in the^ery dO) 
of an- hospitable office, murdered by an iiiigmt«fidl 
villain ; yet all be right when undeNtood. AU lhi9 
is so cogent, as vrell as so ingenious^ so convniciiigj 
as wetlas so beautifully told, that I could envy tl|C» 
author of this now common-place, but fittll areiy 
delightful piece/' . [s-^l 

. Tremaine felt much convinced; but said ». 114 
would be better satisfied with a critique upo^ ml 
cases. ' • . ^ 

*• All imaginary illustrations," said Ev^lyn^^^itf 
they are sound, may be made real. Once butfiiwi* 
der the sentiment, that evil is idmost always the 
concomitant of greater good, and objectioni^fftuAuls 
ed on the injustice of Gx>d, will melt away*^ Tfbu 
hftve talked of plagues and earthquakes. /Ehey ju» 
fifigfatfuHhings; but could theprocesieavidncbfiRabi 
the world what it ia, fbrtfaediabiiation of maQ,j|iro!ft 
c6ed without them ? And i£ they- cannot^ < can tkmki 
own necessary conseqiieiiees^eavoidfld^iliidttffl 



imttfnceit maB is lumself the cause of his own 
liii#i]i|j^ la their mischiefs^ by fixing himself so com* 
pk^/l^lyj^the midst of them. The world is surely 
l$§gl^^o^gh* The saaoe-outy he said of venomous 
Qftitures and the beasts of the desert. They have 
at^ffi^hl';|o their world, as well as we. ^ 

^^y}' Bjut you would have me criticise real cases* I 
lnffe;iold you I dare not ^ simply because I do nol^ 
.cann^l A^now their rea}iiy. ^ AH that I do know i% 
ln^^jmistafcen we ourselves are Jn pur maxims of 
judjkig* .; Cicftfo makes Providence questioned, 
iiMuise the good and bold Scipios were beaten in 
Spain^fand Hannibal had kiUed^ Marcellus; nay^ 
^ven because F. Maximus buried his son, after he 
had been consul. As if, because the Scipios had 
,beiei^ conquerors, they had necessarily been good, 
4BEd Btigbt not in their turn be conquered ; as if a 
^consul might not die in the lifetime of his father ; 
or^ asnWoUaston well asks, as if Hanmbal was 
«at<as good a man as Marcellus/' 

" You have not yet noticed the case of Kirk," 
said Tresnaine. 

/^ My^ieiid," replied Evelyn, " I have^fett that 
ease, and a thousand others nearer our own times, 
asrpincbingly as perhaps you would have me. B^ 
am I prepaiied for the facts even there ? That Kiik 
dcaetves execmtion^that the hanging he inflicted 
onanether winild hafe barn tm: good &r himself^ 
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J/f^l a$ well as ypa ; xh$,t he lias - long^ in<yacrad the 
Pi^ne if^ngel^ce: I believe:; ahilieveri bereDa.mit^« 
fiir t^e,re|^dfnu» i gave^ Lknowjidt thatbeiesGa^edfi 
But as tp |bei<)b|}ects of im cnieUy, war9^tkey:eym 
.theipsely^ fa»U)e^ ? - One wa^ 'at' Icasty Jkitthal^ 
and bis life nqt unjuist};, pelrbap9,'f(»9feited; Ibr 
there w%s jfH)t apjpaleaoe^for MtemonthJ^ tarasivKi* 
,Xbf(qth#r) ee.lftlidir, possibly MSQi^pardon^Me,- eeiL 
Mi^:flO<abasedt— vtes jdie^.ia the <coiMhiGt*i«ludi 
pri^Tokes our pity, akc^^edier inaocent l itua^Ms 
^piij fer her, /and: angte at fiirk> chati tell qsao^itl^ 
^p^ptjniselOQ'seTfrrely, iiovt little.'sbe.^wafaqaalifieA 
^to^mitar^ the im^loiliii^; the tender,. but higbamnd<- 

i^ Ifiab4i''f i : :• i' * ■•.:i -»-. i. . : '..•.'- -' -'^^^ 

' .^^ir^u^keepime^aitarhu'd lAigtKjrl dllow," aaifl 

^fTceaiauici^ ^^ieTenion Jthis shiScking cafea. I v^Ul 
. ^nqiv^hqi^ctver, comedkeaafrheibe^^alast honprtaeiKi^ 

:a^d'WiU mentiioh,e»i&^ vho-e inalevolanire itself haa 
l^^^^ilRapiied blane/' I / < . i / .. , > 
" I waitforit/^saadJBvdjtn.. . j - - :j >*j -^^< 

' "The death bf'Percivall" returned Treinaide. 
^^ Of all the cases in v^hich man seems to. have been 

^abandoned by'tfeaten, and'^ith' kaitt'lhe up* 
lioMerof/ BpoYidwet mthout hope, ' 1 hhve f^ays 
thought tl)isthe^ciearest« I am pot ^Ven ^i^^etm 
TMcd A-om d^rahpfiki9vh(idt if fepi««i ^AfkiCi^mmon 
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^hiihe-wbok notion. ^ Tsaw Him sthtek:! 9a\r 
htm dBe*: and tbbugti I Haji-^ipposed bis Bieiisurefi, i 
l»vt him, '^ijlli'mftny others, anUtgoniets bs well a» 
frMiflfl^'ttfflhns' from Which I spnletlmes can scarcely 
noy-reftaiife.''! '-.♦ ' ' - ■ 

l^Snelyn 'was agitated; fat be'Iiad loiowti and 
|[|)^|}y i«f«d this adniimblf pefflbli 
: -*^He<*fafta man/* coattHued Tri^Hilaae^ *< so ptirej 
96>Idin(^t^ BQ^ t:lo&r4n hi». greats 'office^' so perfect in 
pimtiai Hfeiihaklo nacofe htt% stoned to be to name 
litTfUl^ ^ But thai such a man, the delight ^ of his 
fil)el(Ai^ ahe afk)faei6ii of his ibniily, the admimtioti 
offfhiftiopittaitots.; tfait one ^mWdy yH^o- braved 
lOJfeglefh^axtedi yeft sb kecfn, shobld be eiil off* by 
. fliltiKlerdli^the.Teiry boa^m of the^mat^i and of his 
^euoliry^ Ivhere a thcmsaiid arlns^ vTould ha^e' raided 
tikiflUiilfBi^lto defend <hmi,-^thiit 6aeh a thing' should 
'^rJatde jKlrie^eftlo desfUlr of that protmito f>om 
Heftvta^ wMefa^ you tell ofe^ no^ only «a« ie> bat i$ 
aiSmfedjto odankiAd. K^r^of 'him, howju^ly may 
*e«||yv' '^ • — ''!;' \ - 

« « ' . ) ' - Qui liii^ in Ttii«r|s^. tl fe^aatisnoMis aqiii.". 

Jfere Tremaine was aUolutdy stopped b^ hm 

MvlKlfjnadlniiMian ef >Mr^PeMvaV' ve^U^d Etelyi^ 
mtitUaiostieqwd emotion^ ^^waS'Sa*^^ my gnti** 



po coiiMiiaiKiingt Ma genius so penelimting^.Jvti fafii 
SiinpUcity so prifnitiyej that I can only join yom mtStm 
warm and merited eulogy. I may tnily sasfyl iOT|» 
you the more for loving Aim; and you could not liaf^ 
mentioned an event more calculated to Mtwgger'^^ 
than the catastrophe of this eieceUent person* Still 
I lose not my confidence; and though I am tcpiiie^ 
and astounded at the contemplation of this cruel 
muitler, permitted, as you say, in the very lap^of bii 
country, upon one of its brightest and best citiisitt#«$ 
though I humble myself in fear and trembling b^GM 
the mysterious Being that could have inrar^kid tfan 
blow, and did not ; still I am convinced all ivas doul^ 
in wisdom — ^wisdom, .though impenetrable*., JPotfit 
sibly,to the victim himself, it might have beeh^niercy^ 
That it was wrath to him so amiable, and thoiigh i|f|« 
warned so prepared, I cannot believe. The otanner 
^'his death, to us so horrid, was, probably, tohimself 
not worse, possibly not so bad as some natumLdiaep^ 
gf which he might have died ;• certainly not aiei^ly. 
so bad as many of which men actually do die^^ b 
was instant and without pain ; and, as I observed, if 
ever man was prepared on so sudden a warning, it 
was be. 

'^The rest must ever be impervious even Ip ooii? 
jec^ure. The proved goodnefss of God^ and * his 
concern for the hi^ipfim of his k;ivatares.atla^^, 
#how that this iltintfiods .sao^Y^ could not be aa 



^WMfpAoiliL I console myseirwith' God^s own vnMs 
]»^ iBkHilh of the gi«tite6t of hiff prophets: ^The 
fi^ikHlii'peikhj and mereiful menT areaaken aivay^ 
llMe ^tisidering that the righteous are taken away 
fiMitl^eviltocoiiie."^ ' 

^ Ohrehmliie was again considerably moired: <*Tod 
inmost convince me/' said he, ^^even here, and cer« 
tainly weaken muth of my prejudice ui>on this 
tatnein^d tttoe. But reterting to your explanation 
of the safferance of evil, I wish to know more sue- 
ctiietly bow fite-witl can be said to produce evil not 
desfigned by him who gave the free-wrll? For,* I 
lliiitk f6n Vill allow it to be clear, that, in gtvihgthisF 
ft^-Will^ the Alniighty must baVe foreseen the evil it 
would'pfodnce, and, cbhsequetitly, as he itiight have 
pmVM»r^j he must be the Author of it.'* 
"^- ^^Tfce joehnitter of it; if you please," replied Eve- 
Ijni; ' <<the perniitter, for the sake of an infinitely" 
giFMter qdanttty of good; which the freedom, of which 
d^!s% mere though nec^i^ry excrescence, o^casions^ 
td mo^ind. And this is the short and complete' 
slnsiW^^to kll the volumes of powerful ingenuity thar 
have %e^n^ Written upon it in old and modem time, 
particularly by Bayle."t 

iri' :;.?:..■.•• ' - r • . ' 
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l^s-the^ea^ of a. mother pr«8se4.1>;.hf(i:.4wg^Dr/4» 
allow bear txy go to. a mfi9qmrade< . Ij'heiiBQth^iiliMJiip 
if she gx>e8 she wUl.bei^iiuc^d^j^et ^^^sji^r }^,f^ 
Bayle asks if the mother, who C9uHIia?/».{Nr#y^|^ 
it, is not th^ cau«er otih» guiljt ? I; owp I A^ffr^cfuld 
discover arefutation of.lhis/' * . ; . •. ;.-..., 

i' It i& certainly .^ne of ih^ jnpst .pla^oijble.of ;aU 
Bayle's sophisms,", replied Pyeiyn* "Yet the &H^3 
of the comparison, is obvipusj lor tbe-moUier^^tMCr 
cording to the sqppositipi), b£(s no question hf^ff 
her, but \v.helber the daughter should go or not* -The 
absence of the daughter would not interfere with tbe 
masquerade; neither, if ^it. would, does th^ casesupt 
pose that there was any object in boldii;^ the roas^ 
querade, pregnant lei^ithj^ome igreat design of iafinite|ji 
greater consequence to the( wprld at large thtan tne 
preservation even of thedau^t^r from harm,, which 
design. would be defetit^d vinless.all yaung people 
(this daughter among them) we?e to attend. . AU, thisi 
should, have been suppoeed by B^yle, to have^ made 
the cases parallel/' 

, " How does this app^i^r^" aslied Tremaines " or 
how do you make out the pltraaiount object, iQ the 
scheme of God's moral government ?'* 

*^ Why, the whole of what we call our rational 
liberty, and consequently virtue," answered Evelyn, 
*^ depends upon it. Without this freedom, we should 
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btineremabliiiiM^ having n&^espbhalbiHiy^ i&w&idi, 
periloos fts it is, at least the importance of a radorMtt' 
«rdiittti«e^<$biii^6f8 ; for in wlittit> dbeb oiirigVory ^b6Te 
irmtl(nHi;l ef^ttires establish itself^ but t^siaoneni 'And 
lA&t is reasonbut rational <$hdibe? But how€h(^ei 
if'^ffe nfiay not go wrdng a& Weil a9 right I Wkhooi 
ibis power^ there could be no virtue, or atkastnb 
^rit. Without ralfiffortune, t^re could be no;foriii«^ 
ftide ;' without failures/ n6 prudence^ Witkbat difi^ 
easesj lio temperance ; \vith6uft wrongs, no justice**^ 
thiw, not even the cafdiiial virtued*'^ - 
" Tremaine seemed impressed, and ruminated as if 
Sdmething new had broken in upon him. • 

<*^ As fet theri, continued 'Evelyn j >^ «» it is for dub 
good and for our hiappinesS, ^cording to the scheme 
of the creation, to live in the exercise of our reason $ 
to endeavour after virtue^ through temptation and 
struggle ; to enjoy victory the more for having boughi 
it at sucha price ; and ih thes^ respects to foe elevated 
above the brutes.; — so far is free-will' (liable as it k 
to go wrong, and consequently exposed to evil), ade^ 
sirable constitution ; at any rate, it is our constitution i. 

" It mu^t be allowed, however, that whether it is 
a really happy constitution or not, must dq)end upon 
the question, whether the price paid for it is, or in 
not, too high; in other Vords, whether tlie eVil or 
good is prsepbllent. And this, as I have said, is I 
think incontes'tably in favour of the good." 
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: .f^'I wofild wkh tlm inore aiD{djr pnnr«^," widTi^' 
■nMiinc. .-.; ^ ..... :'. 

** It is," replied Evelyn, " by the simple ^fim^ 
which has not without shrewdness been f^k^r-^whe* 
ther the great bulk of mankind, andtparjticplady per^ 
haps of those who declaim, most a^inst their; mjse* 
ries, would, upon having the choice given them ,qi€ 
lt& or death, decide for the latter. Some few fh^tft 
ma'y be (it is to be hoped ve^ few}) who may wish 
to quit the world, from real and intolerable misery ; 
some from being tired of it ; some from jtiavipg w- 
thing'to do ; some from being worn out, and longing 
for a better. ' It is a melancholy truth, that some do 
destroy themselves* But how few are all these in 
proportion to those who are bom, and do all. they can 
to live, and enjoy their lives^! Observe the playful 
child, the frolic youth, the exuberanjt man ! View 
him in. his .different occupations ! — the ravished poet, 
the ecstatic lover, the mettled soldier, the en^i^jetic 
statesman, the contemplative philosoplier, the retired, 
devotee of thought and letters ! Qbserve even the 
uneducated, content with the mere pleasures of healj^h 
and exercise, the enjoyment of strength and limbs, 
the poor man's riches, sighed for by the rich^ often 
id vain ! 

^^ It is indeed in the simplicities of life that hap^ 
piness most abounds; and these. are always in our 
power. The whole treasures of nalture, 

* The earthy the air, the commoa skiw— •* 



iiie freshness of tbea&tmritig; the i^ig6^Ci^g:sip(i; 
the sedatives of eve ; a walk with a friend ; but if.« 
mistress add a grace to Ihe'ito^ne — ' . i* 

' If' chance, witli nympMlke step, some rirgin pass, ' ' ^ 
'Wluitplfaskig B9tme^ for Her iioir pleases more.'. 

^^ Love indeed is the first' and great kindler of 
Ufa; it precedes, ambition ; it absorbs and concen- 
trates all the social passions ; for ;it is friendship re^ 
fined and sublimed, if I may so say, by peraOnaL at- 
traction, a chivalrous devotion^ sweet admiration, and 
sweeter hope I" 

* • f' This is. charming," said Trematne, " and not the 
less so in so grave a subject, from being unexpected/' 

** It is strict argument," continued Evelyn, " for 
love alone gives happiness to nine-tenths of the world, 
and gilds the greater part of life ; and the mqre re- 
fihed, the more mental it is ; • that is, the greater the 
sources of preference or rejection — in other word», 
free-will— the higher and more, intense is the happi- 
ness. It is the freedom here, with all its concomitant 
evils, that constitutes the pleasure' and riches of the 

gift." 

« ^' You class love then," said Tremaine, smilingly, - 
<* among the simplidiies of life !" 

^^ I do : for the moment it becomes sophisticated 
with an or luxury, or the mystifications of fashion 
and finely, such as . are fpttnd iti London oit.Paius^-t 
the moment ft* Lady Gertrude or Lady Gtorginii 
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gete hold of it, that moment adieu to what God made 
it. It then becomes the child of man." 

"I like all this much," said Tremaine, " but you 
are evidently a successful lover, and have neither 
taken the dark side of the picture, nor mentioned 
other and worse evils." 

^^ I have supposed success in the end," replied 
■ Evelyn, ^' to my lover, but I have no objection to 
throw in a few fears and disappointments, if only lo 
heighten the pleasure of succeeding. It is for my 
point that I should do so — which is, that success im^ 
plies a possibility oifnlure, but that good not only 
preponderates, but greatly prepondemtes in the lot 
of man. . It is so here^ it is so in all the oth^r pas- 
sions. Were there not such a thing as fear, there 
would be no Ivope, ^ that comes to all.' It is so with 
umbition, whether for power or riches ; for even the 
iiiiser would have no pleasure in boarding, if there 
•were no thieves, or money could • be picked up like 
pebbles in the street ; and who does not know that 
to excel, where there cau be no contest, places no 
feather in our caps ? In short, could there be no 
disappointment^ there could be no joy ; all wOuld 
satiate." 

" Jam much satisfied," said Tremaine, " in regard 
to evil ; but there are other difiiculties, arising out 
of this fr^e-will, which are to me so insurmountable 
as to endangei- your whole argument." 



** Name them," said Evelyn. 

" The first is," answered Tremaine, " that if there 
is this free-will, it must be independent even of God. 
In more reverent language, God must leave it thus 
independent, or it can no longer be free. What then 
becomes of your whole hypothesis, that he is in all, 
about all, and the cause of all ? How can he con- 
trol what he has left free — that is, withcTut control ? 
This, to me, is unanswerable ; and I am again driven 
to question how an invisible cause can be the real 
cause, the visible not ? Answer me this, and you 
will have gone far indeed to content me." 

At this moment the conversation was interfUpted 
by the sound of oars, and the boat which Evfelyn had 
appointed to take him to Orleans, hove tb, off thfe 
landing-place of St. Jules. 

^ The Doctor grieved to think he would be forced 
to leave his half-converted friend ; but, to his great 
pleasure, Tremaine proposed accompanying hitit. 

•" 1 cannot leave you," said he, '* or rather, 1 can- 
not suffer you to leave me, while so much light has 
flashed from you upon a mind that has been strangely 
benighted. 

"Ah ! if after all . . : . . ." and he lookfed at the 
cottage w4ii«h at so little distance contained Georgina. 
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CHAP. XIV. 
PROVIDENCE.— THE ARGUMENT FROM FREErWlLL. 



" Thcsr^'s a DiTinity that shapes onr eads, 
Roogli hew them hove we wUl.'^ 

SHAKSPEAA^ 



TfiEMAiNE Biept into the boat, and both friends 
regaled themselves for a while with the exhilaratitsg 
view which this water-scene always exhibited. Re* 
turning, at length, to the s^bject^ the Doctor spoke 
thus ! — / 

^VYour question how the invisible can be the real 
cause, the visible not, may be answered by a prince 
in a blind and barbarous age, when yet all the actot^^ 
were reeking with crime, that gave a deeper blush to 
the red rose, and stained the white rose red. I allude 
to the good King Henry's reply to the barbarian 
Warwick, who, for his own immediate purpose, had: 
set him free from the Tower : 

* And chiefly, therefore, I thank God and tliee. 
He was the author,— 4I10U lihefaiBtnimeni.'* 

*^ Your illustration is, at least, classical,'* isaid 
Tremaine, " a«d, for Shakspeare*& sake, it shall be 



welGomie. At the same timeV tbe bve^powefiag ob- 
jection I have metitibned' meets 'us ^ iat'onte^ and 
brings, as I say, all into doubt. The very supj^bdi* 
cionof ago^mof eontroUnig man^s will, and; tWe* 
fbre^lhis actions, demolishes: in'aii instant the wbk^ 
* notion of his freedom." ^ ' • 

^* I own," replied Evelyn, *^ ybu have started the 
objection which has most embarrossed the wise and 
piaus in all ng^^-HB^iett who,- withheartB full of belief, 
nay, of certainty as to Providence, have yet fbdftd'it 
difficult, nay, almost impossible toan^w^rit." 
' ^^ JHow, then, have they xecdnoiled it ?• ' asked/Fre** 
iQdine*. ., , •: ' * -. ' " - .••>'• 

. « Like myseli;" reUitned Evelyn, ":they haVer^ 
miliaed satisfied,- for the reasiMls- we haveldiscuftief^' 
that the thio^f t>/ and they wduld not allow their b^ 
l>ef:to be shaken b^e&jDse .they knov^ nol;AolE&itt3;^ 

^' This is not the mode in which philosophy ift'iisu*> 
ally treated,'' obsected Tr^maine; ^' n6r does-it sp» 
pc^r ;4t all.the way to arrive at truth. Bigotry itself ' 
iasdkr^y more content to be ignorant.'' -^.t 

. .^^Thca^e are trutfa^,'.' vepjiied Svdyn^ << clear enottgH 
|0:the.,h^rt, but hard enough to the understanding 
which yet in |he end are worked out by it^ v^hen bo|}^ 
heart and understanding are properly in 4une. W^ 
lati4sf:49ote[d..WoUast<9i.:«-^dayott reoeUect ^e^bf 
the most beauti&l descriptions ever given, by a mnee're 
Ipver of wisdcpa) in what he has ttaid Ott tbitf v^ 



tmdif-4lM ^'Ui9iheofftfiriBg of silence, of ani^rokbn 
Qie^tCM(ifln, itfid , of iboitghts JoSoen vevised and ooT'*- 

^'^ It iHaiifiligagriigt perhaptan ac^rateaccoonl," 
wi(A Tronaiiie ; ^ baits troth, then, after adl^ so hafrd 
to come at?" 

<^:AR^«veey>Hr know/' «aid Bi^lya^ aoiflitfg, 
^ *Uai «he Jifep i» a welli"' 

<^ Tte deepipefhapv^in tUsrtnttttiKe^ to be ifiifaed: 

up," '• :• .•...:../. 

^^ I ISqto tiot^for jod iviil racollect ika great ad» 
faiiCe; we liavie laade ia fiUtag 4tyifr' lainds wiith the 
tttoral certainty of the existence of what we aM«ka>' 
mif^il^: IsA' point, than, that ^«:d[o. not mdersfcaltld, 
y^ 'demoIlshL wiiatr we4ai uii^terBaiiid ; aiid this 4RMiKri)r^ 
bedanse ¥»<db not undeestand th^'wh^kf^- ? 

^ tt^il io^y a contrAfiictkni," r^Mied TranrniHe, 
<«iBkould:«iy,yeB!" 

<:^ WimlP arf^Amtf mideretanding^ the z»kaie^ I 
HUew, hywerer," proceeded l^kAfti^ ^^ «tbk 16 ihe 
strong hold of sceptfaiism, wMt4^ must tllerefolc^^ t^ 
ninnifrty esamiMcl ; fot h^' mMf iiDfii6d>o<Hi^Ba- 
4iciiofiB aref there iaiDdispatable m As, n^hteh, «ppn^ 
aaimhiiiatioa by^pcjfsom' betted skilled in ^he^ubjeftt^ 
mattenyiKiir^ the ^!6MiMtdktvoi% W tie^ly sseaiki|f.'^ 

<' WiH^M illiine^^ime df lliiwe?'^>a^ 
tvmi' ea^jcfities&a ■ ' : ,,ii r... . r 

H I wt»iMi«|]Mr aeiWE yoU-^ ioMt iietK»^ skiU^ 
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than myself in (sapkining them, because your satnp* 
IkctKHi'^ould be ihe greater/* 
' " We are here, near the towers of Orleans," replied 
Treknaiiie, ^^ and 1 knovirnot where to find the sagqi 
you allude to." . 

*• To be sui^, they are chiefly in our own eountryy * 
replied Evelyn ; <^ bm if you have looked into B«iyle 
upon Things above Reason, or Aik:hbi6lvOfp King's 
mlmir^te Sermon upon the'Forekttowle(%e of G^ 
consistent with Man's Will, you will find many won* 
dera^spoutided. There is one general itASMflP, 5n« 
de^dy to bemade lo yyovur dkiculty — wbieh^ ibougb^ I 
idlcm it does not ele^ it ttp^ yet shows^ I think v^fy 
fidrlyi, fivin tlie reason why.it ^cannot be dear^d op, 
lfafl4'we ought t(> be satisfied for the present to let *ii 

remain ih abeyBHce." 

'^ You mfove my euriosity)"^sfkid T^eimiainei 
** It is thb," continued Evelyn, ^* that ydu, a finite 
being! ^ith a finite mind, require to know the" powev . 
and manner of acting of an infinite Being dnd aH^iti* 
flilitei mind. The very terms of the prx>pc6itIon prove 
- that id many things^ indeed in all not vouchsafed to 
ycm t^- the infinite mtt^, (bis- is impossible. How^ 
for esftMple, do you coneeiveof the etetnal Being, 
that be ia not^ older tti^day than yestferday,- iipr 
yoangpt to-day than athoueand years hence V^ 
Tremaine allowed there was much force m thi«* 
<i But ^ven-iii things inieliigihie, though difficult/* 
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continued Evelyn, " many are the paradoxes .M'Uich 
seem at first unanswerable objection^ to a.trulb| yet 
the truth stands, spite of the paradox. One of the 
greatest I know, affects what nevertheless all are inpst. 
a^preed upon ; — I mean the incorporcity of the Deity^ 
That God is a spirit, you, at least, do not doubt/ 
•That he should move and gQVern the material world ^ 
ibf. matter, cian never be explained.. And, yet that 
spirit cuit move matter is obvious, in every vplunlary 
Riot(ion that our bodies make. ^ . .. « 

^ '< Again, that the world shpuld continue to revplye 
round its own axis, hung upo^ nothing, is 6q[uajly 
difficult, equally contradictory to all our human iinUe 
notions of the laws of physics. Yet, wbodpnl^ts it I , 
Who is surprised at it ? What tutor tor tutQre9g dcN^ 
not teach it ? What child not understand it? . . « 

^^ If you ponder upon this, which I see. you do, 
how much food will many other seemitig contradic- 
tions afford you ? What think you of the b^ierl^olic; 
cutye, which for ever approaches nearer and nearer; 
to,i^g;iyen line, yet never, by possibility, can touch it?. 
. ** What say you to th$ laost received and un4i9f 
puted notion of all really i^ilosophii^ d^ist$^ as y^ 
M of the disciples pf a i^iQre sublime )eeUgion— that: 
Qod made the wprld out of: nothing j . Yet this is 
obviously cpntradictpty to tJifiA oilier received pbi}o« 
sophijci^ nption, thfit nothing ctoicomeof nothing. 

"If these things excite woi^der,: y»bat will the un- 
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iifstffiacted sny to tb^ paradox quoted by the Arcj|]^ 
shop to tiie House of LprdB, to whom;be Wf^s preach* 
ing the sermon I menttoned,'in which it wasasserted 
HluU a negative qtUiUty muUipUed hy a number less 
than miking^ shall produce a magniiude greater than 
any assigned? : .; 

*^ Perhaps,' says this naive Archbishop (although 
I dare say fully impressed ^ith the dignity of the^ 
august body he was addressing), ^ this may appear a 
riddle, and full of contradictions, even to a great part 
of roy auditors. Yet if the most ignorant will have 
patience, and apply to the skilful in these matters, 
they win soon filnd thep seeming contradiction yanish, 
and the assertions not only certain, but plain and 
eisy truths." • . 

"Were my Lords satisfied?" asked Tremaine, 
with something like a sneer. 

« Possibly not," answered Evelyn ; " but as the 
demonstration could no doubt have been afibrded;^ i^ 
they had had the patience, and used it as recom* 
mended, I dare say they were content vfith it on 
trust." ' ' ; 

,^ ** 1 would rather," said Tremaine, "at present, 
com^ to more tangible, and more intelligible things, 
and learn what really seeming contradictions have 
yetbeert j7rorerf ho contradictions." 

** Before the irradiation of itnodern science, you 
will find theminnumbers," answered Evelyn.^* For 
u3 
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hatelicReifM in the ^ibtipckksr One itofoitiniMie 
pbtlbsopber wais^ I thinhj ptaf to death f>i' p^kig 
tfietn; 

^ Beibre tlte {HAtRh, who wbtiki ndt hate ttonght 
it a contradiction to say there was no colour in the 
raiffbbw'?' 'And even now,c6uW we imagine a phi- 
tOdbpber among Indian savages, with genius' eliongh 
to conceive, and boldness enough to assert, that in 
e^Mrkifktld^ water might become so hani as that 
arnifes might mareb or entomp upon it; that in one 
part of the gTobe the night arid day continued 'foe 
six ^months each, or that summer took place at CJlirist* 
rtias! winter in June!— who would not disbelieve 
the philosopher on account of the seeming impost* 
bllity? ' 

^^ Again, let us suppose such a barbarian philoso- 
pher to revisit 'his native country, after having tra- 
v&U-ed, and to assert that he had seen natrons who 
Jived in ships, and could traverse ten thousand mitttp 
of ocean, by the help merely of a small card^ with a 
needle hung upon it ! — would he not be regarded lis 
a liar? of, perhaps, be put fo death, like my poor 
philosopher of the antipodes?" » - 

" You put this well," said Tremaine,- *but is It 
sufficient to rest upon the mere supposed possibility 
of clearing iip the palpable contradiction between 
free-will and Providence which I have meiitioned ? 



INi^ not sMie pibbibte^or^afi Ae Y^tf leaat, yeallf 
possible groancl be shown fef supposing tbe tbiUfg' 
suscqptiWk of exfilanalion ?^' 

*' If we prove the Providewce," said Evelyn, 
** (whkb I think has been provetl), i\m is enottgh to 
esefispt us ivom any fear founded opon* the apparent 
^{OQtradicdon. Providence ^nce estaMished J)i?r ^e, 
foeajr that the ways in- wfaieh G6d^, a being so be>* 
yond our understandings^ knows and direets things 
which are unknown^ and never ea» be known to ue^ 
fiifeb finite miserable wormS) hesiH down^ I think at 
once^ mudi of the oljeeiitHK 
^ >^ Feeling that Providence is true, and also tliat iBie 
fiee-wilt of man is true^,- and looking for a i^econcilM;^ 
tion of the seeming opposition between these two-r- 
not in the ways of man, but of God^it is enough tb 
way heart w^U alfecfied tid^ the^ subject, to leave the 
difficulty theve.- And here, again, I agree wi^h the 
excelk»t Wbllaston, wheti he says, ^ It is far from 
being new that our Acuities should disclose to as the 
existence of things, and then drop us m ovLv ^iiqui* 
rie^ how. they are.' 

" But I by no means wish it to be thought that 
authovity alone, if I mayr call it so,, is to close this 
subject between us ; because I think if only a possi- 
bility Can be shown, whether from fair analogies, or 
eyefi from imaginarj/ case% that the two powerjs can 
be reconciled, it is a duty to show this, provicfced^ if 



itif • shown^ even as. i possibiikjfi pr; an^imufgiMriir 
CMfr^ you will allow tUe difficuUy vaixisbes.** - -; : ; ?| 
<^ I desire nothing 80 iQUcb/' replied .TDeoiaite^' -i 
^^ Had you not better propound, your ^diffienky 
tspiat dvBtinc^ly ?*' said Evelyn. /) . > r f 

^^ (t is too well known to detain us loflig/' rqdied^ 
TrjQPUUQe, ^^ and I confess it gbes to tJb^e iKo(tloiii:.o£ 
ali^ morals. If a soldier is bound band and foot .:l;^v 
luis officer, bow can he be answerable to him fiir:ii0lt 
figllttng? Or if he obeyhis officer by ^^^if^, kijw 
4»tfi he be punished for having fought? You4e0.uiB: 
that Providence wills that a stat^ shidl^ tiiined, or,^ 
a particular man cut off by assassination* .To ido ^ 
this, some Attila or. Bonaparte, without thejmallecrt ; 
pretence of right, nay, with a premeditaiod deler- r 
mination to vifrong, invades the state; t^r, tQ.i^eveiti 
to a sad subject ag^in, some, Bellingha.m/or;Ni^b^; 
^on* $baU lie in waiit a^d CQi&iBitv;tbe: miirdeivj^ 
I ad(, if Pjroyidence had direcred this, bowjare any > 
of them guilty ? I say if this was. God's ^iU,.atid!if^i 
in coi|Beque»ce of that will, 3elUngbam';S. aeose of < 
injury (true or fidse, rational or irratiaml)>.proMqpt«: 



* Nicbolflcm, it^pcriui^ may be ronenftberedy was tlie teiwtt^^ 
and murderer of Mr. and Mrs* Tboonaoii Bonar^ tmm$f$ ^npjMlh.: 
able and. yirtuous iteraons. He declared he bad no q«|un^ wilb 
them; it was not for gain; and it was not premeditated. The 
thought came mto bb mbid, and be executed it instantly: He ^aS '^ 
not mad. . ; •.. v * , ..'.:-.... ■.:..;,»• 



cdldll^lmiid, hbiir'v^ he guilty, ftnd wlrjrrwas' tie 
puiiisbed? 

^^!I do natyM'ytm suppose, think murderers are 
nottO'l^ hiuigedy br hnraders not resisted ; but is it 
not more rational to suppose that Heaven leares alt 
this tdoureielt^s, to take measures accdrding to our 
rtikaon,^ ^an diat we should be involved in the ihex-- 
tiiciable doubt as to our conduct, which your 
doctrine impliesrF" 

>^TQiir supponiionisnotlesB,*' said Evelyn, "than* 
that if God is the disposer of man's actions, Inasihuch' 
a&wAapto(. them are criminal, he must be ihe author 
of crinte." i - - » , ; , 

^*!t« 60/* replied Tremaihe.* 

^.I "^isk it were aseasy/* rejoined Evelyn, "to ac- 
count for the mysterious Providence that permitted^ 
tlie eimits you have alluded to, as to defebd Heaven- 
from this impataticm* For, though the wiefcedneds- 
of/Be^isj^m made him tt proper instrument, in the^ 
hands of theSupiheme<I^3pdser, to effect this feacfbl,' 
this iusorutable dispensation, it by no means follows 
thatJiewfiSfiMMfe wicked for that purpose.'' 

^^I seelit," said Tremaine. **.You mean that the 
dcftth .of .Mr.;Per€ival was the wtU of Heaven, the 
cri^e of Betlingham his own.'* 

*^Exactly so," observed. Evelyn; "and this is,' 
perhsqps, the best comment, in few words, thatcf^i be. 
madeuponan^axiomwhich, perhaps, contains all 



Adt cm be siiMon ibe subji^etf-^Mfya |ri«!fiiiirf^ 
Gi^ disposes.^^ 

> /^ SStHl (bene-is'ft difj^ky^" eoniUm^d Tieoiaine ; 
^ andtlbougb. of another kind^ not,, pcrbq%:4o sdon 
got over. I mean that feunded upbn the fondciiaw^ 
ledgeof this event m the DiTine mind* .Fo^^itioiB* 
knowh^ it imist have been vesolved uodfer all the ctr-* 
cuinvtaiiceft that attended it. The murder acrid the 
murderer were, therefore, predestinatied : how, diea, 
could Beiringham fail to be the aaaasstn ? . and if so, 
bow hdp bemg guiltj ?" 

'. ^ The bbjectiom is neither new, nor withaat'eBniaar>- 
rassment," replied Evelyn ; "but, I own, I tfaoixghi it 
had been so ably exploded long ago, that I wonder, 
with the researches you ha^e evidently . made, you 
have not yourself been long since satisfied. -The 
whole difficulty <!^ predesUnation, asiO' ikememir^ 
life, seems to me to have been made Sblv too m«ch o^ 
and by no means warrants the trouble that has been 
wasted upon it*" Here he stopped. 
i- ** lam all ear," said Tremaine. 

" Why, as to events of life, what can be mom ctoar 
than the answer that has^lways been afforded* They 
do not happen became God fi>resees them ; bnt he 
foresees them, because they happen.'' 
/ f^ Still," said Tremakie, " if they couW not have 
faappsned otherwise, how id the agent free ?^' 

" You assame,'^ returned Ejvelyn^ '^that^tlify couU 



not hate htt^pieinlrii atber kite* We iftj tkey* mgfat ; 
only we udd, what istrtie, dnk tfae}!^ cedld.iivt bsve 
faappenedas they (fid^andb net have 'faa})penealiaa tfae^ 
<KH» There could be Jont afi)e' event, aiid that cvcnt^ 
therefore, might be fiwBwem." 
•'^^Tbeii/ surety, i«wa«prede*mated'," said Tt-e- 
maine, ^< and could not bat haviefaapptoed as itdrd.^^ 
^< This 19 the) deepest of all^ th« fafiaeM> thait ^miks^ 
leatltts^" replied ElWlyn r-^and thb caustr:i% tknet 
we judgis* o/ter the fim. Bu<v I ftpeat, ait eirenl^rcfu^ 
not happen, and notbappm. : Only oiiid thing caw bn 
saidf of it, either tkKt it ^d or did nor, afifer*the 
itme is gone by, when it wasorwa^nod cotjito(^ittei 
We vAo live aflevwai^ds kMw the ievi^nt,faad day 
that having happened, it must necessarily hovtt 
happened, t beg to know why? What proof is 
Chei^ that it was nert perfectly eonfff^^^f. 9' Wtiat 
diflScuky, that any one endowed with the gift offing' 
sight, ttttghi not foresee how the conHn^^my ^ko\M 
be disposed of?'* • ' 

*^I would illustrate it 'by prophecy," said Tre- 
maine. "A prophet foretells^ a fact. Is it possible 
that the fact cannot happen, if the prophet speak 
true V^ 

"Certainly hot," -replied Evelyn ; "b\lt what is 
this more than that man being free to act, the prophet 
foresaw how he would use his free-will; that is, how 
he wouki act," - : . ' 
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: ^^Yet, siqipose the prophet fcii^l to toy given 
man what he will^ do;: is it not oorapeleiit^ v 'jasked 
Tremaine, ^^ for the man to resolve to do : jn^t the 
contrary, and so belie the prophet? or if not cqbpk; 
petent, what becomes of fi«e#wUl ?'* i, ■-.■^l^ 

^'This is Uke a subtlety, in Barstafia,*' ansviw^ < 
Evelyn* ^f Let me aak yo% does a maa always dd, 
what b^ . resolves to do ? And if not^ may.not' his : 
departure from his resdve.be the very omaequeaci.^ 
his firee-will ? C«sar resolved, not to. pardon D^^ 
tairus, notwitlnlanding aU that Cicero Bi^ht:3fq^^ 
But he heard Cicero^ and thenp^rdoMd huh^^ Ml^ 
withstanding his resolve. Whls Cttsar froe or ocMr^''^ 

^* I: am conquered^" jwd Tiemaine^ . ^^ i4id g^Ml W 
beso.'* ■ .- .. ■ ' .' '; •■.■ 'fx'-^J, 

<f To return, tfa^ to our lumeiited subject,' ;.fei|l^ 
ed . Evdyn : ,<^ MiUon, with 9» good t^rg^Qinil fmi- 
poetiy, will help us hei9, in mhat he ipakes jim:^^. 
Omnipotent say of our first pi^rent^ wb^n ihey ckim.^ 
tofidl:— . , :: ' 

/lapnt^lheluiadf me: s :*. 
AH he vouUhare ; I made Urn jmt and rights 
Sufficient to have stood, though free to fall/ 

Agwn:— 

* TiMBfy Aerefore; as to right btiong'd, 
60 were cseated ; nor can justly acente 
Their Maker, or their making, or tii^ fate, 
Ab if Predestinatioii infefMruTd^ ■* - - < 

Hieir wiU^ dii^osed hy absolute decree 
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Or high foreknowledge. Tlieytlieiiiidvei decreed 
Their Swu Terol«> not f ; if I fiorekneur, 
Foreknowledge had nott^fiuence on their fanlt, 
If^Mfi^ had no hnprov'd certain, un/wreinownm 

*^ Now take it the other way, and suppose that| 
foi^seeing an intended murder, the Almighty has re« 
sohed to protect an illustrious victim. He may do 
so without interfering with the murderer's free-will.'* 

<^I beseech you explain," said Tremaine. 

i( Why, even if he interposed by a miracle, and an 
ange^^is actually seen presentii^ a shield to the bullet^ 
thea^^l is prevented, but the crime is equally intend* : 
ed, and the will c^the criminal uninvaded." 

^'This might be c<»ifessed^" said Tremaine, ^^ but 
the miracle never happens." 

*^ Not as a miracl^" answered Evelyn ; " but if the 
bl6w ii warded by <^her means, I mean by natuhil 
causes, yet directed from above, the viaim is equ&lly 
saved, and the free-agency equally preserved." 

^' The direction from above is the question^" per* 
sisted Tremaine. ^^ Remember the emphatic lined of 
Pope,— 

« * Shall burning Etna, if a sage requires, 
Foi%et to thunder, and recall her fires ? 
VHien the loose monntaia trembles from on high, * 
ShaUgraTitationc9!»a8ef ifyott.goby? :'* 

Or. some old temfyie noddiag to its hXk, ..: , . j 

For Chartres' head jneserre the hangiiig wall ? ' 

' ^^This, in &0t, is the great stufnblihg-block. For, 
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will a fitorm at sea, brought aboat by the regular 
laws of physic9; cease, because a good roaa^even a 
saint), happens to be caugbt in it; or if an, expedi- 
tion in ever so righteous a Q^use be overtaken .t^y the 
tradewind, \iriU the tradewind . cease to blqw in i^s 
usual direction because the expedition will be defeat- 
ed if it do not? . On thp other hand, will the piusket 
of a wicked man in, 9. battle, when levelled ataigood 
man, burst in his hand? or will, the good lOf^a** 
pistol,^ when defending ]bis house from robbers aod 
murderers, be Heaven-directed to defeat them f ' 

^* A child IS sick; the afflicted and piouB fiuher 
implores Providence to, bless the endeavour of the 
physician. Does Providence suddenly enlighten the 
pl)ys\cian's mind, discover new .drugs for hun^ oc|^ye 
superior efficacy to old ones, in order, to grant ^e 
jsrayer? If.it do tliis, it is miracle; if it do not^ 
tliough the child ^ recover, it is not Providence* So 
also in the reverse of this; if the physician^s ,knpw- 
tedge f9 for a time clouded on purpose that the child 
may die, it is miracle; if it die because the phy- 
sician cannot cure, it is not Providence. I^ was 
hence that I attributed our Tate escape, for whichyou 
scolded me, to good&rtune ; but aa I saw no adracle, 
nothing even surpriaiiig,^QC out o# the eommen course 
of things, I coukl not but believe myself rrghi 

^^ There are stories indeed, which, giving the irna* 
{pnation'aii a^nmlifesu^piisej md cheaiinfr k^^as it 



imty into an flllisito it is always fond of; for a 
mttnmt stank its ; but they witt not beaf tlieiestof 
enquiry, and a wise man li^g^ at bis own dV^am 
dnHng the fond period ebat beguiled him of bis 
reaiso&<", '.'.•••' 

** Let us, however, have your stories," said EWtyhl 
•^^^^They are scanrcely woftk^ repeafJhg,** returned 
TreHiatiie ; ^^ yet I ha^e sometrok^s ^ened tipon tiiem 
vri<li,dsUghr; B»« (He ilays are goi^ ^K«n I was 
^m hkppy, and tfanis deceikd/^ i -^ > f) i: 

>^ ¥ott caivdt least i«mMib«i*,^ said iO^eljrff^ ^ what 
it was tiiat so piesaed and so deieeived you^?'* 
.i^^Yes^i; Ict^ooIlWt the knpfessioh made tipoii'me 
wfasiiscaixe#yautb, by) an aibeMiit of a il%%til<ih 
YOICte^« ik>bleQiMft^af tl|e niyrthy ^ed oYi his iraVels 
in Grenoaiiy^ from a destgnedTimiFdl^i^, by preveiking 
bsi going to a bed, which sunk l^tbiigh tiOB flooY in 
tb0< middle &£ tfa^ uigku ^b^ #hote wias a fcninafid^^ 
Odi totally foq^t the autbority/*^ 
i ..<< l tauM match' yburi dog /with atibt&er,'' ' itM 
Pmlyn, >^ wbkb & atttibenticiMed ;— Lord Lttcb^ 

: ¥^J9a! wis found in bis nailer's udomi"' inteN 
iopteiiVhrMttaitie^ taldngp op tb» s^dvy^ ^^M^Mitfllie 
Htad beMmsted^t& liie; TtoMtt^ vdmufi^ 
l;Md l.itefafi»ld, dki'i^ h»^ edold; to^liiryi 
Mak «ttkjilMtt ilve^tfcig woukl Mt^ b^ 
pMisted irv^ 6flgtme0s tiU^ his loid'tdd >hitti ioi^t 
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him remain. ThatvSame night, the fiame man At- 
tempted to kill JLiord Litchfield^ but was prevei)^ad^ 
by an alarm given by this, very dog.. There aijft 13^^ 
hundred such stories, bat . I count : nothing ; nfPQa 
them. This however was, I believe, as y6u say> 
authentic.** . - ' j:,. 

' ^^ There was at least a. tradition of it in the femi- 
ly,*' resumed Evelyn, '^ and I rather bDpe it is^tme^ 
But, true or &lse, I delight ih both your dogs, bie^ 
cause it is as good an Ulustfation. as I could widi 
of' the po^$ibilUy of the interference in the iactidns 
and fittes of men,; without preventing free ageaic]^'. 
Both your robbers were here left free,. ]^et theif 
victims were protected ; the feasibleness of^whiicli^ 
lurith a view to show the possibility of reconcUinig 
your contradiction,, is aU I want to explain. 
\ ^5: There is another j»tpry told by Hervey,'df,tw^ 
men who had been.buntidg all day, and slept: toge- 
ther at night. One dreamt he .was still bantiii||^ 
ande}^plaiming > I will kill him,' laid ho}d of his 
knife, still in his sleep. The other, who veas.a^ak^ 
hearing this, leaped out of bed, and being in.iAfet]^^ 
stepped" to. see what he would .'do. The dneamer 
t^ea began sjtabbing that part of the;bed whecaJbis 
companion had lain, and Hervey, not without iMf 
«<«i, thinks he had heeki prjimi&MMyi kept i»wakQ« 
In ^IL probabilityy itiuot. only sai^his pyfn JUfe .1^ 
|Jti^;dreaii|er'$ also, who; would liave fptind it lia]:4 
to have escaped, by laying the death to a dream* 
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**tJ(k>ii tliia subject^ I need not remind you of 
Siitionides, whose life v^as preserved by being merely 
<&Ifed out hta, room, a minute before the roof fell in 
afhi) desf^toyed those that remained." 
^ ** Ih these instances," returned Tremaine, " I 
grant' the seeming reconcilement, because here is no 
meddling with the laws of nature ; but upon that 
pkritf the argument you have not touched. 1 re^ 
member, indeed, your respectable old Sherlock en- 
deavours to build much upon this, but never, in my 
inind, could succeed, because he proves too much. 
He tells you in terms that, to be sure, the general 
laws by which the world exists, the motions of the 
beaveilly bodies, the seasons, and a long et csetera, 
ainnot be interrupted ; tha^ fire must burn, and 
water drown ; but then again, that there are things 
of less consequence, sucH as the winds, and the 
rains; and the thunder, the application of which 
God reserves to hiniself^ in order to influence men^s 
coftdu<:t by punishing wickedness and rewarding 
vfrtli^.' fhere is also chance and accident, which 
b€^ sure is Heaven's special province, because dis- 
tinct from all rules, to be used for the same purpose. 
I'own I did not expect from a man so learned, and 
Tiot k bad reaso'ner upon the whole, to condescend 
to feuch refutable positions. They are not even 
spei^ious i since a child with only a smattering in 
jAysics, IV ould tell you : that wind, and rain, and 



1^1^ TBBMAINE. 

tbiind^rji are all governed by unmutable .lawe^ 4111 
proceed from knovifii and regular ^uses, whicb^ 
therefore, will produce regular efifects, and tbose^.^aii) 
no more be uncertain than gravitation itself. .. iiet 
quotes, I think, Sennaeherib, , whose army, oii.a^i* 
ving. before Jerusalem, was all destroyed, or rea**^ 
dered useless by one night's pain — as if the t^m* 
would not have fallen exactly where it did,: ^nd atr 
the time it did, whether Sennacherib had arrived 
there or not, . 

^' As tp his chance and fortune, they are not 
better ; for^ they too are always the effect of known 
causes, only, from not having been foreseen, tlicy* 
are called by those names. That they operMe.ol* 
themselves, without^ assignable causes, it is ^wen 
blindness to assert." 

" Yet it was to this chance and this fortune. that 
you attributed pur recent escape," observed Evelyn. 

" True," said Tremaine, and was silent. 

," Witl^ all this," proceeded Evelyn, " in ffhhh 1 
partly agree with you, the Dean may be right .in th« 



main." 



'^ Now this is more than. I expected from i/0Uy\ 
said Tremaine. , , 

«* My exposition is very simple," returned Eve? 
lyni *' fbr though I am really not natural pbiloso'* 
pher enough to know so exac^y the causes of r ma 
and ^ind, as to pronounce what it i$ that. encreasM 



or-diminisbes them so irregularly as thej/ ard^fft- 
creased or diminished^ and .1 am thei^fbre not.pre- 
pared to say wiCh j^ou, that this is childish in the 
Dten, yet 1 will meddle not at all with your law$ of 
physics. 1 allow that the trade-wind must bloW) the 
rain probably fall, and certainly your old ruin 
totter, without waiting for Chartres, if the course of 
nature has arrived at the proper point. I want no 
miracle to alter that course. But you have hot 
adverted to the possibility for the Almighty so to 
dispose of the conduct of perfepns who are to be 
s^B^ted by these regutar phenomena in physics,- as 
to bring them within their scope precisely at the. 
given moment, wheh the effect intended to be pro- 
duced by them will be produced." 

" This is new," said Tremaine, thoughtfully. 

'^ Take the old invader, Sennacherib, foi^- ex- 
ample," pursued Evelyn ; " you may speak true, 
though I know it not, when you say the rain would 
have fallen on the night wheii he arrived at Jeru- 
salem, whether he had arrived or uot. But you 
know not how that arrival was brought about ; what 
lurking, laitent caus^, unknown perhaps to himself 
operated upon the spirits or understandings, the 
passions or views of him or his captains ; in short, 
you know hot the thousand little accidents, produ- 
cing a thousand' different motives, yet all tending to 
oire point, which,- by quickening or retarding his 



264 TREMAINB. 

iparch^ did, in effect, produce the arrt?al in qHesiion 
ezaqtly at the time it did. 

^^ The consequence, then, is clear, and all the 
difference between Sherlock and me is, that he 
makes, or Eeems to make Providence send the rain 
to destroy Sennacherib's army, I send, the ar^iy to 
be destroyed." ■ ^ * 

"You have still to. make out," persisted Tre- 
maine, but Yery> thoughtfully, ^^ the little latent 
causes which influenced so many persons in directing 
this eventful march." 

** That is not my business," replied Evelyn. " I 
am merely called upon to relieve Sherlock's difficulty, 
and all the way through, I again beg you to recollect, 
that I am not bound to prove what I can know- 
nothing of— -namely, the governing principles which 
impel a man's conduct in a given case — ^but merely 
with a xiew to pur pointy the possibility that ah event 
may be regulated by Providence, without interfering 
with the laws of physics or the free-will of man." 

" You have cleared Sherlock better than I ex- 
pected," said Tremaine, " and will clear him quite, 
if you can do away one other difficulty, which I 
own has foiled me whenever I have approached it." 

Evelyn was all attention. 

" It is," continued Tremaine, " that drawn frpm 
the apparent miraculous interference with the ordi- 
nary course of things which must always be supposed, 



if: tbe latent influential causes you have alluded to 
Oiot merely ia the case of Sennacherib, but in any 
other), are. the immediate "efiect of God's will, and 
would not otherwise have taken efiect. If they would 
othermse have existed, there is an end of the 
JProvidence.^^ . .^ 

: '^ Say rather of tbe immediate interpositioH inter^- 
feriog with the ordinary course of things, in other 
words, of miracle," replied Evelyn; " yet I trust this 
difficulty, will be tmnsient, provided we go but deep 
enough.*' ' ' ^ 

, ^^ As deep as you chuse to lead me," said Tremaihe. 
. " From the attributes, then, of the Deity, which 
ybU have admitted," pursued Evelyn, " 1 need not ask 
Jrou whether you have any difficulty in allowing that 
the whole map of what we call Time, is always before 
him, and that from the moment that time to us began, 
to the now in which we are speaking, every thing was 
known at once, in all its relations and bearings, all it&^ 
immediate efiects, and all its remote consequences." 

^^ J am willing to allow this," said Tremaine. 
' ** You also^ of course, allow the whole train of secdnd 
p^yses^ one succeeding and producing another, and all 
withoH.t miracle, from the remotest time, in other 
words, from the final cause of all," observed Evelyn. 

' f^ I do this also," said. Tremaine. ' ' 

^ *^ Well, then, the causes of even that leaf which is 
lifted by a breeze of wind from.the shore yonder, might 

TOL. III. N 



betrftc^d) h^ ^eftculue? to do it, up to the finiilviu- 
Vf^^l caus^) as far back aS.ivlien the universe began.^^' 
^^ All intricate suf^posittOK^'' obserred Treoiaine^ 
<^ but possibly I might admit even this." 

^^ Much more then>^' continued Eveljm, ^^ or at least 
quite as soon, you will admit every motion of< the 
Hiind, the consequence of every thing by \«hich mind 
cafi be moved; in other words, the. latent influential' 
causes we are discussing, at whatever time they may 
happen/' 

*^ For the sake of argument, agreed," said Tremaine; 
r ^^ Then,*' observed Evelyn, f^ our sotgect is con- 
cluded; f^r the Supreme First Caiise having all conse* 
quences, throughout ifU subsequent tim«, before him 
(tit the original creation or institution of things, may 
so frame. that institutidn as to {iroduce,.eveii in tUt 
mere course and order of nature, and without miracle, 
exactly what effects he pleases at any given epoch of 
lime." 

'^ The field you open is immense," cried Treniaine, 
^^ and the excursions wide, wild, and uncertain}"' 

" Wide, if you will, but not wild or uncertaiii," 
imswered Evelyn; " I should rather say they were 
•ertain." 

^^ Suppose I grant this?" said Tremaine. 

*^ You will then grant every tiling," rejoined his 
IHend;. ^^ for no one latent or unpeflfceived motive 
evciti now, arising from whatever cause, whether moml 



6r physical, whetfa«rto affect tiie spirits, and therefore 
tht^will and jtidgment in man, or producing any eVent 
ih nature, fcfr example, ihe march of an army, or A 
storm oVermking it-^nothing oi^this, happen when it 
sirin, biit most hate been cast in the beginning drtime, 
knd the^iry laws:of ikattare perhaps framed with it iriew 
to bring it 'about!" 

*' The supposition k stupendous/*- exclaimed Tre- 
maine. 

^ But far from impossible, and if possible, why then^ 
there is an end of miracle in the combination of second 
causes," said Evelyn. 

> Tremaine folded hid arms, became silent and pen- 
Srfe,:ey6dall the landscape of the Loire, and for a time 
seemed Idst; till, at last, breaking silence, '^^ Do you 
know," said he^ ^^ypur exposition has delighted me? 
It is new, and, to me, cogent; at least I have no 
answer at hand, and I am sure I seek for. none." 

'^ This is, indeed, a great point gained," returned 
Erelyn* 

^^ But as to the chance and fortune which Sherlock 
insists upon," resumed Tremaine. 

^-Nothing can be more true than what you have 
said of ihem," replied Evelyn ; ^^ but, iat the same time, 
that which produces them is susceptible of the same 
conversion to particular ends, as the phenomena 
of nature we have been discussing. You callefd our 
escape from the bullet and tiroth the d6g lucky; I 
N 2 



^It it to be pratidential* Your now right notion of 
chance, which is another wordfor luck, but which yon 
yery properly say, means only a thing not inteitded, 
an4 therefore not foreseen, arising out of things 
that are i ntended and foreseen, confutes yourself. For^ 
though it could not be foreseen that a snake should 
cross the gamekeeper's path, and make him miss his 
fiim, and the act of the snake's creeping there was 
no miracle, yet, in the manner we have discussed, it 
night be the original act of Providence, and both the 
free-agency of the gamekeeper and the law of physics 
preserved. , . . , 

^ .^' So, in closing the gate as iVe did, if we had been 
two. yards farther from it than we were,, that act 
might have been prevented, but we know not by what 
secret operation of the Almighty's goodness on thcf 
natural faculties of the dog^ pr on our own, we arrived 
at the gate just in time to close.it." 

" I might agree to this,** said TremQine, f^ but-'for 
one great diflGiculty, which strikes me here, but not 
certainly for the first time." . . , ' 

"Kameit." . >, 

. " You tell me of the government of a man's conduct, 
by perhaps secret motives, and I allow, from what ypu 
have explained, that it may be promdential wilhout 
b^ing ^tracei/ot/^. But whether open or, secret^ if 
these motives are instilled into us by the Almighty^ 
whoknows the effect they wiUhave,you at once destroy 



the very freedom of ivill you rare upholding/ Fdf, 
Uiough there is no outward or perceptible' fbrc^ yet 
.ihere is aii inward and imperceptible force, and* the 
man bring ^ually under fbn^e, is equally bereft df 
&e€idom*'' . ' .. / •' 

u ^^Theanswer," returned Evelyn, ^^is^till the same; 
iAction maybe'contraffedy yet the mli l^Jree* For^ 
though I say that motives may^ be instfUedj it doeA not 
Ibllow that the. Willis uotjireefy -exercised in- being 
iswayed by them. ' ' * 

^^ Knowing your temper, for example, I may set 
^pertain arguments before you,*witH:a view to persuade 
you toa certain conduct; or I may lend fbvL ia' parti- 
cuIat bopk, or 'send you a friend, with the.>aM€^ 
view.. I! succeed ; yet would you hdld^- yourself 
g&oemtd^ or allow that you had not exercised ^ybuir^ 
own discnetion tn agreeing with me, oh the object; 
propoaedf . f .. -^^ ' • 

; >' I should not,*' said Tremakie^ :. ; ;* ^ 

' . <^ Wdl, then !iiwthe«ame manner, may n*ot the greati 
Disposer proceed to offer such motives as he fcnbWs* 
may incline the free-jridgment of man to a particular 
decision,— leadinghim to do, or refrain from doing,* a 
particular act ? Here the.act is done, or let alpde, l)y, 
a will perfectly free, y^t the end of Providen(:e,is ap*: 
oompltshed, as muehas ifthewillhad hadnodt^e^^* 
tioti. Theflaode of doing this muHforeverbe uh-' 
known to us; but never taking place except through 



8f9 atAKUAnn* 

8e<iond .c9.Qfies/ it is not miraculouis, and no;(brc^ fe 

«^ W511 yow ajnplify thi? ol little more," sadd l^f e- 
I»qjio0 ;; ^^ it denaii^ tn^ch r«Aecti<m/^ 

<^ Were I to do so," returned Evelyn, ^ it h iii€on« 
oem^bW what a i*iumber 6fpet^m6%vfm^ trifling ieic^ 
tii«my iMid tmlK^pory pliasbn», might be brmrgfat into 
iWFiew* It^ro^itlniostmaiK.one^kfideA^fi'flplf^^ 
W)»]^#VAi|qMit>reAa»^ 

bed*chftmber women brought about/ the^^^ace of 
Ujbredn.* It 13 emuin' that while c^d Sandi was ia& 
^tiag to deapise tlkf^ ragged boy' Hii^ M^ tandng 
ij^ herrA08eatiier<]aondain eretoire and een»i« AM^ 
gf^l,f aht kti«w itQl hdw it^ondaeed to place ii wiA 
ftid jealcsm tnieiress Sn the iiandB'of'an iiitriginiig 
iMAeBfiMHlit pho-^idMO^t it fnbBbkfcovAd hat havip 
^erset the Prince^ Meorlborod^/' and^given peaoa to 
£urope. If that statesman himself had ^ot fidtafi 
fronted and undervHlued by hisqubiidftiil 'eoilieaguesy 
prd>ably he tpo w^^Id not have beear^djr trtiddesh"- 
QMa to seize iipoa^hei^aeaQt peitimsioitof the Qneeii, 

• ■ Mf * ' ■ ': *' " ' f t fff. '»5y'^* * '^''» . ."" ^ ' !*' " f '''* ■ ■ '. i '' j f ! '" ■■■ » »*' 'i ■ * ■ ■■' 

* The reader4i^4c not to be told 4if tba <iv«l|f JH^twoeir th» 
cousins^ the Duchess of Maclborotigh and Mrs. ^igaii Hill, mar-^ 
ried to Mr. Masham, afterwiftrds liOrd Masham of Oats. Colonel 
KUl) ^erbro^^ier, WhomiheBitchess, m all ifae Tidgantj of a womair 
ia • jaaniw^ jmHs a n^gU^h^^ aflotied by ISff Arced ptbnMEHloa 

tUrdOxliard, 



. ^< Obser^x ' conrinued . Evelyn, seeing Tremaine 
prepared to contest it, ^^ 1 do not aanf. that tkia Wm 
^iheif the only pr the ^hief cause that gbrehkedgood 
Mrk Morley,* bat it .^eatly assisted as a second 
cause; and-many »ich causes, to useth^ langui|(e.of 
Baconj which I quoted just now, ^ confederate ancl 
luripsd4ogether,' produced the dis^sition to peace, 
leastexpected in ^giaad^ and this (in th^ same hoi* 
Ipiagii) «b4yeB the minid 4tb Providenceand Deity/* 
* ^^l 'viiish I oouldmalQe 4|iIb out," sitid Tvefnaine.^ 
f^ ¥e<u bad tiodiffiCHiky in the case of Sennacherib^'' 
rsttimed'fiTdyrty ^«nd it wnuld aoi^be «i hard^ 
thragh I alk^w^k.ii|F0«ild be a speculali?e -task^ to 
imagine by what influential second caueee the blood; 
aad^fiifits, aaid passions ^xhe Duebess w^ere raoVed 
to liie firewQ poin twhieh disgusted the Queen. W^ 
capQol diseect pmr miiids, biit we Icnow that ^ 

■ i : r ♦•!6»4lir«wil .-■••■•' 

Reason as chief. AlOO)^ tb«8e, th^ topy Q^Xt 
Her office liolds ; of ail external things . 
' * "IVhieh'thefive wafchfiil senses represent, 
- She forms imaginations, aery shapes, 
*; M^H^masoa Joaiiag er di^lajng, 6»^^ 
' jAJJTis* w«fffirm» or whut deny, simI c«U 
Onr kninrledge, our opiidon.* 
• ' I ■" ' I I <» ' . ' ' ' •'• ' ■ ; ■■ ' . i^iii • . I,. Ill I • ; III .1 , 1 I II, L i .. 

,*..iCh^plivmt6natiie4vhidi,0«eeB Anac> in the d»7S of. her 4^ • 
msMie wi^'t^ie D^ichiM}, fMimpi^ inj^f r letters : ihe Ds»idm§y is • 
the same spirit^ calling herself Mrs. Freeman, Oharming . mo* 
ments! But they were moments. Do not laugh at them, Reader, 
jren hare had them yourselt 



lS|2 .'TREMAIlfE. 

r * " Thus you see that fancy excites, for reason to 
« determine ; and though you tell nie (asi perhaps you 
! will), that fancy is nothing but the physical efiectof 
ithe, warmer, or colder tempenouent of the braiii, 
\ exercised upon what we have seen or heard ; until 
I you' also prove tonne that all this was, beyond the 
.control of the alUforeseeing D^ity, when he:bega^ 
•th^ history of the 'world, you omnotbe satifified^that 
itfoctve^ are not presented to. us, which ;^/^ifg^A: m 
4jre perfectly fiek. to adopt or refect thtniy so vs' to 
inkke bur conduct our-owni yet are they kUtbe Iwhile 
^oadudng' to iK>me greaj; scheme of gpyemment,in 
^bich, Mobile We seem to manage, .wq are but 8ubof« 
/linat^ actors.'' .i 

J ** There is certainly niuch in this,'* Isaid Tremainet 
t^'and^the more it is illustrated by cases, the bett6r/\ 

*<It 'v^uld tak^ us too long/'. replied Evelyn; 
^' but I cannot do it better, perhaps, than by referring 
you to the business of the House of Conimons, in 
which jrou were once, so eager." 

"This wjU be, at least, remarkable,? observed 
Tremaine. * - 

" Why, on hdw many occasions, night alfter night, 
have members upon members, particularly of party 
men on both sides of the House, yourself among them, 
voted upon things <I must, of course, say according 
to your consciences) which would never have been~^ 
thought of, because never presented to you, exCfept '' 



:fr(mi the management of one or two, or at most half 
«. 'doKen leaders i These have already settled (out of 
the House) all that shall be done within it ; yet^ knen 
like yourself have always felt independent in yoi^V 
votes." 

^^No^oubtr'saidTremaine. ; ^ 

^* So man, in chasing or refusing," replied Evelyn,* 
*4s liable to be ledj yet free to determine." .; 

" You have made but this, too, better than I ex- 
pected," proceeded Tremsdne ; *' but if I understand 
you, we must at best fall back upon our old difficulty^ 
since you prove all to be the act of Heaven, the leader, 
not of man, the led. For although you guard your-^ 
self by the salvo that the will is free to determine, yet 
if the motives presented are suflSLCient to produce the 
determination, I see no difference between^ that and 
positive force. In your illustration, you supposed a 
few leaders to propound all business of the House Of 
Commons. They, then, in effect do that business ; 
and if so, though those who adopt it may in filet be 
free, yet the junta alone are pri^lcipally and really re- 
sponsible. The effect of this upon our que3tioii is 
obvious; for, from your own account^ it is Heav^ 
that moves us, though we think we move ourselves, in 
the same manner as I toss an apple before a child to 
make him move in the direction I wish Jbim. Thus, 
then, all our acts are God's ael»; and though, spite 
of the mechanism you liave suj^osed, some responsit 



liUiuty nwy altAch Hpoii lii^ yety hi effect, ail that is 
doW) beiiig done by HeMen, ike evil and sina of '^he 
vwid hav^ Hea)ir«» fi)r Iheif iiasligfttbr* This ofaar^ 
M; aad from y^ I lobked ior a far: difimnt ex- 
position/^ ' . . 

^^ This is no more tfaaiftirfaat T cfxpectedffbai one so 
|beei& ta icdlijectioq," ceplied; ETeiyh* ^^Nay, I m\l 
own to you, I think it the gueatefit difficulty in -die 
^«idioIet8ubjeet« StiUL I think it may be floked.^' 

^If it. jcad; yoa will hate my eteeoal thankV aid 
!Ifrimiine. 

. '^.AtJeast^isvetaesiiffed/' eontinaed Erelyn^ ^^liat I 
meaat ho., iiiafa impiety. ii^a that Heaven is .the: author 
9^ sin* In order toi this, I would' beg you £or ever to 
kciep in mind, that there ta a broad and maiked dia*^ 
tinctiQii. between an eventyimd the mor^eonduei. that 
proAtce* Ha ' Therevent^ axicbxdingtd us^ mdlialwaya 
be QQd%Miher by his willing, or aa&ring it to. be 
biiQ^ht aboQi; tlie maniier of ^bringing it about 
wmy be iciitirely the agent V* •* 
. ^^This is important," said Tremaine. 

i ^^ Agaift^ due. agency sOay be of a nature eillier vir* 
tuoua or vjcious^ acccnrding to the cfaari(^ter<]|f:tlie 
agent employed; which character is bis owiH^^^^ 
not affected fnaoft the mere circumiitaii^ pf-^a being 
used as an ageni» A pkysidaa may use i^ii^^nt or 
gentle remedies^ aa bail euita the nature of the case, 
yet is he not the author of the poiaon oi the eo^cd-* 
lient which it may be hecessary to administer." 



'< Proceed,*' said Tremaine. 

<^ If a poison, therefere, be to be administered as 
a medicine, the physician does not make it more a 
poison by mixing it up, or giving it to his patient* 
So, if the Almighty, in his wisdom, chuse to remore 
even a good man from the world, or, for impenetrable 
purposes of his own, to occasion his downfall, or try 
him by any severity of discipline, (of all which we 
can never be the jadges,) sbould he do this through 
the instrumentality of wickedness, and a man who, in 
his^ fpee-ag^ncy, has become ripe and ready for this 
in9trumentality, ....••" 

'^I see your meaning," said Tremaine; ^^ and allow 
that Heaven, though it ordain the event, does not 
cause the wickedness/' 

*• On the contrary," returned Evelyn ; " so deter^ 
inined might the Deity be to leave man perfectly free, 
tliat in casting the scheme of his dispensations when 
he originally created mankind, he might, according to 
my theory, from forea^eing what every man would do 
in giv^n circumstances, have originally shaped his 
dwn. government of nature accordingly." 

^'^This would allow him even to alter, or accommo- 
date his plans ; but is it possible,** said Tremaine, 
*< that you can mean to go so far ?" 

^ It is clear firora all that we see of the powera of 
God," replied Evelyn, "that nothing can happen 
without him ; and also so clear, that he has left, ua 



^6 jfumukttmir ' 

free to determine of ourselves upon* out a^citonr;; that 
Jl afn ready to go any lengthy not amounting to uq" 
possibility, in explaining the seeming. inconsistency .'' 
^. ^^ Do you mean then/' asked Treomine, ^^ that if 
any very wicked man, Borgia, for example, - had 
chosen in his free-will to be virtuous^ that the isourse 
of things originally in the Divine mind, vrould have 
b^enaffected by it?" ^ 

J « I go all that length,'' said Evelyn. . 
, " This i^ the most extraoidinary doctrine I ©ve? 
Iiear^/.' observed Tremfiine, yet seriously revolving 
the train to which it led. ....,' - ^ 

., *^ It is pot. altogether new," returned Evelyn ;^* at 
}e^t there is a very curious dialogue of Laurentiiis 
Valla, quoted and enlarged by Leibnitz in bi^ ^ssay 
jipqn the Gpodness of Goil, and the Fieerwill of Man* 
^In this, he supposes Sexlus Tarquinius to . consult 
p)\e Delphic oracle as to his fitte. It is predicted* 
JHe complains. The oracle refers him to Jupiter and 
the Destinies ; to whom he bemoans himself' and 
^ys, they might have made him happy if they had 
pleased. Jupiter answers, it is you who determine yoiii; 
own lot. ..You chuce to go to Rome to be a king, and 
I know best what will happen there ifyou do.. Give 
up going to Rome, a:2d the Destinies will spin aiwther 
thread for ^ou. Sextus does not see why he should 
give up the chances of being a king, and thinks he 
pnay avoid the evils of a Tisit to Home^ and be a good 



iHpnareh ' iidCWithstiinding/ He r goto) and ' is ' 12&- 
d<me*" • ' . :' ' • • • : • ::'--. 

"This is atiittSinl^" said Tremaine; "but how 
does'this ^pfiae up to y6ur;doci;rine?" ; .'I 
. . ^< Th» scorjfisriot ^(jhed^'-obsierved Evelyn. " The- 
odosius, the high^priest and fayoUriie of Jupit'et^ 
is-a iiltle shocked at the answer to Sextus, and sub- 
missively begs to kdow 3¥Uelher he might not baii^ 
been allowed to ht a g0od king as he desired. Jupiter^ 
through Minerva, shows liim^the palace of the.Deg* 
times, in which are the plans of many worlds, vary- 
ing according to .the choice and actions of mien.. In 
i^Nnt^ of these, he sees Sjs^tu^, und^r another €/<otce,\ 
exceedingly happy ; but he had chosen as above 
stated^ and the plan of ihe world he was in was 
shaped accordingly.'' ^ 

; ^f This- is a profound speculation," observed .Tre-> 
maine. . . ... 

^ " It is so," said Evelyn; " but I wish you to pursue 
it# It will show you that men who have chosen ill 
3iay be used by the Almighty for his own purposes, 
yeithey) and not Heaven, be the abiho: s of their own 
sin« . Having chosen, sinfully beyond redem'ptiouj 
Gqd; may then make. Use of thejn, and for a while 
^pear to let them prosper till his purposes are 
answered. It is in this sense that many a scriptiiral 
{dirase of seemingly: dangerottis ftmbiguity is' t6 be eji^« 
plained, where; Gpd is supposed to ^ordfieit: men in 
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^ir mn»; tcrbtije harden^ PimrdobV hearty &r 
instance^ than which, withottt Buoh explanation^ ie^ 
•xpr0Hitbns-can be so liable to abdfie/' 

'^This account is not' without ^ati^ccion,'' siyd 
Trenmine ; "for I own this yeiy point has often pro* 
imked) as well as baflled my enqairies.'^ 
;« You will observe," contiflttsd Etc^n, ^khatl 
have supposed the case of a suffering good man de« 
gtsned to trial. Letusiiow imagine a wicked lida^ 
destined to pumshment. • Here^ it is obvious, «in mav 
be made use of to punish sin, without hid being the 
cause, who directs where it shall &IL As, if a tyrant 
or private villain be cut oiF by another tyrant or- 
private villain." 

"I wish this explained," said Tremaine. 

"I do it thus," replied Evelyn :. "Suppose a lamn 
prepaid his weapon, • deterqclined to mjarder A, and 
way-lay him for that purpose. God, by his secret 
agency, influences A not to pass that way, but impels 
B9 a very sinful man, to do so,— ^who is mistaken and 
taurdered by the original plotter. H^*e the sin of 
sxurder was already complete in the assassiii^s mind, 
caused by his own ^ fi^-will alone, and cannot be 
attributed to Heaven, though the fall of thd btow 
where it did fail, may be so attributed, and justified 
too." '. 

* "This is ipteUigible," said Tremaine : ^ but sup-? 
pose the ease of the good maA cut off by this secret 



iN^gien^^fer^ipsiMJo* For eiEaiii)rfej c<hild we 
«iipp09e tb^ atr«dMwti (dagger of Macl>e(b tmly Md 
seeitmarsbaillinghMtbe M«f Iq Duraao^ miM iv^ 
aet mibei* pity bia ^rei^kness, und «uppo«0 hioi hardly 
dealt witb in being so tempted/' 
; ^?Ey#jry ibing ft^icted by tbe great Bard i^ so cks- 
^eBi; no leered," iiepli^ Evelyn, << ^t I caimot be 
siifpnsed at |fCiiir war0ith--I tnight even join in iu 
Biit, accordiiig it^ 0Vit prtfid|>lfiS) even tbiET caae h i^ot 
an exception. Macbeth was akeady condtonned, ^iael> 
redeiBptioa injun; by Kishaviftg listened todbe-ttinp* 
tations of the weinl- M^ers, 4nd th^ goadio^ Of btf 
vASd^ He migfa^ tbeiwfere, be flel^eted^ ag the proper 
insti^umetit of Jtieaven^a pulrpbse, withotit its eiih^nci> 
ing bis sin in tbe eye of the Deity. He had s&i^ifieed 
to the devil, and renounced God; what wondei*tbat 
God should reiioutce hiai:, ^ s^ppofting these beau** 
tifiil horrors true^ permit them^ , . . - 

' /By tBe ttrengtii of their Ohnion, 

To draw him oa to his confusion,' 

'^ This, however, i^ sin imaginary case, and respect 
for Sliakspeare alone has made me stop to answer 
your question upon it. If really there were such an 
air-drawn dagger impelling a man, not otherwise so 
inclined^ to mi^rder, depend upop jit, it would not be 
the work of Heaven^-^which can never instigate to 
sjiQ.; nor can the secret influences I banre mentioned 
be used otherwise than foj^oodness and justice. For 



instfthce; in'the case I isupposed above^ where A te* 

aolting to waylay and murder B, Heayen secretly. uv> 

fluences B not to take tbe road he intended." 

\ '^If- it influence at all,, why not for h^rnqi as well as- 

for good ?" Baked TremaiQe, — 

• f' Simply, because every thing we* see and kiiow of 

the Deity, the whole fiame and constitution of thiiigs, 

every contrivance of nature, prove him* to be gOdd 

and just. Throughout his wo^ks all is instituted for 

good, nothing for evil." ' "^ 

- ^^ Yet he made man," said Tremaine, ^^and conse* 
quently the evil that belongs to him." 

^f There is no scheme or contrivance forjhis -eoil 
in hiscomposiiiony^ replied Evelyn* ^^ It is, therefore, 
adventitious and his own, as I have shown you be- 
fore." 

- -^How it could spring from himself without Heaven^ 
is the question?" observed Tremaine. - . x^ 

^^ Milton will answer you better than I," returned 
Evelyn. 

* When lust 

By nnchasle looksj loose gestures, and fonl talk» 

But most by lewd and lavisli acts of sin» 
. Lets in defilement to the inward parts. 
That soul grows spotted by contagion, 
Imbodies and imbrutes, till she quite lose 
iTie divine property of her first being.' 

** This fine doctrine of Plato he goes on with, as 
you know, to account for the unwillingness <tf such 



idf-depmyed creatures to quit the sensual world they 
love, e?en fbir Heayen; and hence, he says, 

*■ * Those tWck and gloomy shadows damp, 

^> - Oft seen in chamel Taults and sepulchres, . ^ 

^ Lingering and sitting by a new-made gniTe> 

, , As loth to leare the body that it loved," , . ^ 

^^Beautifully terrible !V exclaimed Tremaine. ^ 
^ And veil reasoned as beautiful," said Evelyn^ 
^^ allowing it as mere allegory or illustrationl It shows 
l)OW easy it is for the inind, left to itself and its own 
fireerwilljto.be self-eorrupt^, self-degraded, till ^un- 
^ouldipg reason's ^mintage,' ijt converts men intareal 
brutes^ whjlc they^ . • . ; ; . ^ 

J * / So perfjsct is their misery^ 
,Noton^perceiTe their foul disfigurement, . ^^ 

But boast themselyesmore comely than before." 

* ; .1 

. ^^ This is charming language," said- Tremaine, 
'/ and accounts too well for much of the wickedness* 
t^at exists, without aecuslng Heaven. Still, upon 
Uus. secret power of influencing, if it lead toaspecificf 
crime, I cannot feel sati^sfied; for with all the wicked-, 
ness of pmn,, the individual ciime must be Heaven's."^ 
" You will recollect," replied Evelyn, " that our, 
diquisition is under* a difficulty that always atteods 
generals, when we seek satisfaclioii as to a particular 
case. Be assured I nowhere pretend-that if even.a. 
Wicked man be iostigfited^by, He9.vfn to a yqry' 
wicked act^ ^hicKhcmuli npial^erwis^ have Cjpf 



tahfy commiHedy he would be made tcopoMible Jbr 
that act. But ^e hare b^^tt all th9 w&j throng ;tn 
the regiooB of fitncy^ or rather of (^seurity, of uneer- 
taitity as to facts, and of hypothetical contitigency. 
Your dramatic case, therefore, can ' admit of ho 
absolute demonstration. iStill, if I am allowed to 
command my possibiUties, (as Pamell in his hermit) 
my principle, if it is sound, must be capable of 
proof," 

"This it is but feir to allow you," said Treniaine. 

^ Why, then, even fn the air-drawn daggier of 
Macbeth," said Evelyn, ^ I could suppose it might 
send him, Heayen-marshalled, to the chamber of 
Duncan, and yet the blame be all his own." 

" This, indeed, would be ingenious^'* cried Tre- 
maine. 

' " Admit," continued Dvelyn, ^* that Duncan, fiwr 
wise and providential puipo^es, not to be scanned by 
us, might be destined a sacrifice. Admit that BCeic-^ 
beth, after an at least intended and believed inter- 
dourse with hell, had determined upon that tacr^ce. 
Admit, therefore, that the sacrifice was to be made^ 
and by him/* 

" What then ?•* afiked Tremaine. 

<* Why, then, the manner of it might be Ueave6*s, 
yet not the sio." 

*^ Cduld the maftner make any diJSb^nee,". cii^ 
Tt^ipamtf," so as to justify the interposition I" 
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,.}^ I know, not/' mflHed E^eiyny "and at best we 
are^ as I said^ in the re^ons of fancy; but if^^fiuicy 
CQukl suppose Jify I bara a right to make a suppose* 
^\i-. ■ . ^. .•••.• \ . • 

J* Agreed,'^ said Treraaine. 
^^ ^kjt ^i^<^ cft>^ I imagine that, if Duncan mui 
tp,^^ and his tbr^ne beuaoiped by a' wicked mm* 
derer^ itniight yerjr n^ucb raise the horror of thedeedj 
so as to kindle the desire of vengeance that foUo;rod^ 
and ^ifcotnj^^h the restorat^i of his fitmily in Ai 
\mj it was accom^ished> if be fell, gs he did &ll| 
nndifr the roof of the assassin, with whom be wid 

First as his kinsman and his subject. 
Strong both agi^st the deed ; then as his host, 
* ' ' Who should against his nMrdteretshnt the door. 
Not bear the knife himself.'* 

- "^hcwTe^ this ii at legist ingenious,'* said Tre* 
maihr, ^and fcr Sfaakipeare^s sake, I could almost 
beMeteit:^ 

^^ CouW you follow a better guide ?" asked Evelyn. 
^ ftkiteed be goes on to say, that die virtues of Dun* 



< MnU plead like ^ngeli, tnuDJpet-toiigned, agalflst 
Hie deep damnation of his taking aft*' 

; f5 ir<m^ delightjpe^" said Tfewiina ;/( fdr tboi^i 
^1^709 8ay> ^his .}§ Vut ap Imagini^ry caaei yc» it i» 
eafl|y;tAfXi«i»d itj>y iftppUfci^tiQKi to other nosses.ibat 
afer*l." 1 :-: 
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^. "^eknow in point of feet/* continued EVelyn, 
tf that4heinajmer of an action has often produced 
consequences disproportioned to what might be ek^* 
pected firom it : the deaths of Lucretia and Vir^hia^ 
for example. You see,* then, that it is possible^Ven 
for otir finite and very blind understandings, (unin- 
fi>riii^ of a hutidred millionth part of what ts known 
fo the great Disposer of all, looking at once' into 
past, present^ and to come) to fancy cases where the 
D^pbser may lead, and yet be the author of no mii* 
iff this. be so, how much- more may he lead, ^wfiere 
the leading is for good, for safety,' for prbfectidirl*'* "^ 
" Again, I would wish y6u to come to some prac- 
tical illustratiQUj'* s«^id Jrpmaine. 

" Suppose jou take the story of jSimpnides we 
mentioned," observed Brelyn. 
,r." I re^imbeir it b^wtilully told in Cicero^* re- 
mPH!^ Tt'<ea^ine. '^ I , think he was ^oQployed^ tor 
write a poem in praise of Scopas. He \m>te^ but 
9.irfy half his yers^.were in praise pf S<^p^ ; ^e 
9t^prhfi)f.jeulpgizfxl. Castor and: Pollux. • ThQy.iw* 
recited at supper, and Scopas gave the poet but l|ttl£ 
thesumagre^ for, telling.him. Castor and 'Pollux 
might pay him the rest* At that instant, Simonides 
wa? called out of the - room, by a message, aft - it t^ 
said^ fit>in two young men, vAky wanted him at ti|S^ 
gatie. : No sooner had he left ^thc^ company- than'^her 
roof fell in, and crushed them all, and by thi^^ProTi-* 



4^e:^ai3. tbe poet paid. You surely, howev^^r, Ho 
j\Q% desire me to believe this nurse's tale. You migbt 
eji-5«eirreqmre me to believe tlhat Castor and Pollux 
were really hatched from eggs by Leda, and that 
Jupiter really was^ their- father, in the shape of a 



, v*^ I do riot dQ this^'' said Evelyn, "yet I. should 
xipt call the tale of Simonides foolish, if only taken 
Iksaa illustration, which is what you ask for. That, 
Simonides may .stand for. any good man, favoured by 
Htaveq, is clear; that he might be called out: of at 
room just before the roof fell in, and so escape de* 
stFUCtioq, is equally possible : it is only suppressing 
the*incident of the verses, and the jeering of Scopas, 
ai^ cbangirig the two demi-gods into two common) 
persons, who may, however, be secretly moved by 
{leav^^atid the story is pomplete> whether for Jew, 
Turk, or Christian. For my own part, thus changed, 
I am. free; to «vow my belief in its possibility, and if 
possible, it is an answer. to your triumphant que^oni 
'Urom Pi^pe, ^ whether ^tna shall forget to thunder^ 
OJC gravitation cease> or some nodding- ruin suspend 
it&ifall, till some good man has. passed by, and a bad 
one come within their range. 'Tis in foct a complete 
answer jto the difficulties, which you have certainly 
m^e the most .of^ drawn from what is called the 
!:Meehanical Hypothesis." 

" At what have we arrived f " said Tremaine, lifter 
a pause. 
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<' At Orleans," returned> the DiXitor^ stnttin^ at 
bis own jdke; and the boat ranging alongside the 
wharf, the two friends landed^ and proceeded to the 
palace of the Bishop. 

: Tremaine was, however, any diing but prepared 
for a visit. Every one of ^his opinions, or rather bis 
doubts, upon the great subject that had occupied 
him, had received a shoci, fraught with the most ilai- 
portant .consequences. ' All ihat he had ever relied 
upon as valid in his scepticism; hild been made to 
totter, and new and heavenly light seecbed to b^t 
through the breaches that he felt had been e%ct^iff 
opinions which he had thought impregiiable. ^ 

To do him justice, the prospect which this kt in 
to him was very sweet to his heart, and his natutiii i 
reverence for the Deity enhanced in a tenfold d^ree * 
the impres»on thus made. Piety seetaed suddenly 
regenerated ; and only proportionably strbnger^om 
the long suspension, of it which his mind had ^«fs« 
tained. He followed bis friend, therefcre, with a 
slow pace, and in silent musing, wlien astreatik^f 
music <^ the most sacred character stole upon hie 
ear, at first faint and dying in the distance, but en* 
creasing in power eveii to grandeur as he approached 
it, in .the very mcnnent when his soul was nlost mi^ 
culated by previous pr^aration to feel it6 influi^ee» 
AlTthis, however^ must be accounted for in tiien'erC 
chapter.' ' : ' " 



CHAP XV^ 

A MASS. 



^ What harmony is this^' my good Mends ? Hark ! ** 

SUAKSPEARE. 



EvE&T.one ha9 lieard the Cbacone of Jomelit ; 
sicbi.sdemn^ flowing^ majestic^ yet full of swdetoess. 
Mum^ineverrbfid sucb.a tnumph inJts pow^r to kin** 
cUe vtnQmtio|!i» The sc^ul ia.raptiin a sort of expec- 
tation of 9ometbii>g pret^hatumli some impending 
mj^teryy some concealed :vrQnder about to be. un«« 
v^eda Yet it. is felt di&isentlyy according to the 
ear and taste, the chamcter and sensibiruy of th« 
beafter. i^. these lead^^-so is the heart affected^. A 
person of a i^ligious heart, in particular, is . ready to 
adfliiEe, deprecate^ or sympathise, in all the fecrour of 
pure and perfect. dev^otion. Even !Lady Gertrude, 
¥rha bad a fashionable ear, had felt theae notes of 
gioandenr ^long drawn, out.' Btit she only knetr 
them as the niustc of the Castle Spectre*. The name 
o£ Josnelli she had never .heard, or feargotten it,* if 
heard; and at any rate, though she felt sometbiiig 
amounting to terror when it was performed in the 
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theatre, it v/as only, or chiefly, because il was ac-: 
companied by a ghost. 

Very different was\ the composition of Tremaine* 
He neYer heard the Chocone, but his whole heart 
was arrested; he dmnk every note with all the mixed 
sympathies I have been describing, and spile of phi* 
losophy and scepticism itself, he felt as if something 
of saVredness had shed its influence over his 4B0u1, 
and made him dream of Heaven. 

What was his surprise on entering the cloisters of 
the cathedral, which, as. we have ^id,'Ied to the 
Bishop's palace, to hear this identical composition^ 
pealing through .the aisles, more solemn and impres* 
si^e than; ever he. had heard it before,^-fot it» was 
accompanied by voices in full quire, of exquiaite 
haranony, .performing an^ anthem in honour of the 
attributes of God,. and the course of his deaKi^ 
wichjfnen. After this came, the Te De^m of.Gmun, 
. -r-s which irany one ever, heardor can hear without 
feeling his soul transported to .the very gate of 
Heaven, I can only say, J envy Jiot his composition. 
/ 'T.WBs the whole chapter, assisted by allthecloigiy]; 
'regular. and secular of Orleans, celebrating a high 
mass, on. one of .the highest days, and forming an 
Hmon of two or three choirs together, with tl^ ad-* 
ditiOii .of several cfepaale voices, remarkably sweet, 
9 nd equaUy skilful. . . <- 

t The two frien4s stopped the .moment ^heir ears 



''/freite tliasigretted, and dtHyrkig near to a »de iloor 
of the church, which opened into the cloister, kept 

- 19 ikeir breath% and placed each his finger on his 

f muth^ that he might not lose a note from the inier- 

^rqiKiDn of the other. 

i.y. A diorister in asnrpUce passing that way into the 
chapel, civilly presented, tiiem with a copy of the an- 
them, which was extracted from the 60th Psalm, of 

< which the Allowing ia a part in onr English version: 

- ^^ The Lford, even the most mighty God hath 
\sp6ke% and called the world (vom the rising npof ^e 

sun, to the going down of tbeaanie, 

- ^^ Our God shall coine, and shali not keep silence. 
^ Offer tn^to God thanksgiving, and pay thyv^ws 

;ufito the .Most High. 

' ^ And call upon me in the time of trouble; so will 
I bear thee, and thou shalt praise roe/' 
' The majestic solemnity of the music was admirably 
^titted to set off the imagery and sentiment of these 
*wonki, in the heart ofany oiiis endowed with the com- 
isibneet feeling either .fer mueic or religion. B«t after 
chelate discusBion, and with a roi«id teeming, aa it 
were, with diese very sentiments ; impressed also, asl 
4iave observed, anew, after years of sad apostacy, with 
^^r force and beauty ;«-»Tremaine^ was particukriy 
•moved* H«>f€^t that every, note had* a peculiar power 
*over his heart, as it rolled off the bi^n, eand, with the 
ftceompanyingvoieee, filled the vast eoneave elf the 

TOL. III. o 
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cbiirdii and the / high , embowed rooT of the 
cloister. • ^ » 

But when, the voices returned. at intervfils to the 
Terse which formed the burden to the antbem, set -to 
the passages which may emphatically be denominate 
the Chacone, the power . of the music was at its 
height, and thrilled his very souL 

The verse was,-— 

^^ And thou thoughtest, wickedly, that I am sueh 
an one as thyself, but I will reprove thee^and set be- 
fore thee the things that thou hast done. Consider 
this, ye that forget God." 

The crowd of spectators that thronged the church,*^ 
th^,body of which was filled with the population of 
Orleans, all of them seemingly nloved, some of them 
with wonder > some with hope, some with dismay, many 
to tears, — added potently to the charm of the scene. '. 

Had Tremaine been Bolingbroke himself, he could 
no( have been insensible ; for even of Bolingbroke \i\& 
recorded, that he was once so much mo?ed by the ce- 
lebration of the Host at, Paris, as to exclaim, after 
SQiae minutes musing, ^ If I were King of Fvance, I , 
would suffer no one to perform this but myself 

How then was it witjii Tremaine? His prejudices 
beaten down, his reason much convinced, his objec- 
tions removed, or in a way to be so, with a soul ori- 
ginally pious, and at any rate, .of the keenest seinRr 
bility, he seemed fixed in admimtipn; Us eycs^aiftd , 



e«.rs Avere overpoveredy his countenance beaifted, be 
breathed quick, and his flesh seemed to creep. 
' He wi^ nol unobserved by his fiiend, who measared 
biftiropressjons by his own^ till the observation of him 
(with so many reasons for it), became much the more 
absorbii^ interest of the two. The music was almost 
forgotten in the contemplation of its effects. 

In fact, full of hopes, from the conversations that 
had just passed, and the candid admissions of Tre- 
iBaihe, Evelyn could hoi help watching the impres-*^ 
flions of this, imposing service upon him with peculiar 
interest, as the most unerring index that could be 
affi>rded of bis real state of mind. 

But when, the anthem over, a prdyer and thanks- 
laving ensued, which required all present to kneel, 
, apd be beheld him the first to bend in that attitude, 
and saw that he was not merely moved by example, or 
a wish to comply with the habits of the place, he 
hailed this silent promise of a future conversion with a 
joy which he bad some difficulty in keeping concealed. 
It spoke every thing he could wish, and more than 
Tre^iaine himself in words could have confessed. 

It was not that a man of Evelyn's discrimination 
could be content with what might, he knew, prove a 
mere temporary ebullition, the consequence of a waim 
imagination, operated upon by a sudden and imposing 
scene^ and excited to almost passion, by the charms of 
music. No ! he saw the realization of his hope, (con< 

o2 
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<feived ih>iti i«an; piotages of.!tke ai^mflnts thear* 
selves most relied upon by Trenifeuneia defending liia 
scepticism,) that this seepkicism wrasolely i^ tih* 
bead, While genuine religion and natural piety,. .ha^d^ 
sit lea^, originally possessed his heart. 

And so they had — for in them had he been huraed, 
with them liad he been happy, and fat them, aClet 
they had abandoned liim^ had he often and ardently 
sighed. • . . 

-' This died must explain to the reader, what odier- 
ivise ^oulcl p«*omtse but little reftl aatisfkcttonyiiithe 
prospect ivhich iit now attending Trenniine^ : Fevhad 
he been a determined, rnggedinfidei^miimbued from 
the beginning with atiy ^ligious feeling ; hadhe '^aren 
ever arrived at that WK^ed hliitlihood ^n^ 6Gq)I;£eafa 
which cbri-upts tlie hearths well as tlie unde^taadiaeig:; 
it Would be trifling With common ii^tisfey and inexcuff^ 
able in tie ks biogMphers, t^ iLttempt td persuade the 
"^drld that this was k fair or reasonable cottveildibn* 
ilo performance of the most exquisite sacred serviee 
<56uM'ever have a?ioved him, even engrafled fts fti%as 
on a two <fey's ailment; and though that argument 
might have convinced his reason, nothing in fact 
cduld have rerafoved prejudices so mvet^hite. - 

But it must be remethbered that his natu^ %te» 
bad been the other way^ tltat it^ wias bt% linderBtlt(ld«? 
ing only, hot His heait, that bad be^ p^rerted, and 
thlEit from the beginning he never- hl^d been abte-#i^ 
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escape iffto absolute disrbelier^ though his refinements 
til reason, ad well as every thing else, had plunged 
him into doubts, from which he had in vain tried tp 
extricate himself by his own powers. It must be re* 
membered, also, that. for more than twelve months 
Ae had himself been laying the train Jbr aU that Eve- 
fyn had been enabled so Jbrdbly to impress upon him^ 
and that if he had not succeeded in convincing him- 
self^ he had often gone &r towards it, and was familiar 
with the arguments which were to convince him. He 
eorabatted these arguments, indeed, with all the force 
lie was master of, but it was in order the bet;ter.to bfe 
satisfied vrith dieir confutation, where he allowed they 
were confuted. When, therefore, he landed with Eve. 
iyi^fiKun his boat^ and walked with him to the clpis- 
.tfus, where tbe^ progress had been thus unexpectedly 
.and-ple^ttOgly. interrupted, he was already a proselyte, 
and more than half prepared for thatrimpression, which 
^superstitious person might have traced to the imme« 
diate finger of God. 

Btttlilvelyn was not superstitious, and if he hailed 
tfaeemotionsof Tremaine, as a proof that his mindwas 
returning from error to. the right path, It was .not 
Jbiecause he. thought any ceremony, however solemn, 
fDOuld e&ct this^ but because all that had been passing 
^r the last three days, added to all that had passed 
for the last twelve months, gave him the &irest hopes 
^hat all wa^ rigbtj p^ in a. way to be so. We may 
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gaess, therefore, with what pleasure, v? hen the flerticc 
was over, he took his aim and entered the bishops 
garden which divided the cathedral froin the palace. 



CHAP. XVI. 
JOUR DE FETE. 



" Frame your mind to mirtli and merriment. 
Which bars a thousand harms, and lengthens life/' 

SBAKfi^^&A&X.. 



^^ It has been good for us to hahre been here,^' saiflT 
Evelyn, "even though amidst the errors of popery. 
I,. at least, never heard this sublime music so impres- 
sively performed.'* 

*^ *Tis an impression," observed Tremaine, afield 
some moments musing, " that will not easily wear out. 
The sounds seem still to float in the air, and I could 
wish not to part with them so soon.'^ 

At that instant a domestic, whom they had desirei} 
to announce their visit, returned with a message from 
Mpqseign^ur, that he was not yet disengaged from 
the occupations of the church, but hoped to see them 
later. 

"i am not sorry for it," said Tremame ; **Iwas 
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i^verjoUule disposed for a visit, and wpuld mtich 
i^t^r J^r a time coBtinue where we are." 

"I ^nfpo$^ jhat is in our power," obsetred EVelyn, 
mentioning their wish to the domestic. 

<< Mon^igqeur would be too happy at any time," 

replied the servant, ^^ but to-day is a fSte for the Whole 

town, making no leave necessary;" and he pointed to 

. an. avenue into which th# people of the place were 

entering in crowds. 

The avenue was a long and broad walk of beauti- 
ful acacias, that led from a fountain in a gay parterre 
to one of the principal streets of the city, into which 
it opened by large massive iron gates, that were sur<^ 
mounted by the arms of the See, in burnished gilding. 
These gates on high days, such as the present, were 
tiirown lyide for Messieurs et M^dames of Orleans 
td enter and take their recreation for a certain number 
of hours, and this they were now doing in all the 
plenitude of liberty and enjoyment. 

The bons bourgeois with their wives and daughters; 
artiz^ns and grisettes in their best attire, and though 
old-fashioned as compared to Paris, with an air of 
smartness wholly unknown by thesiame rank in Eng- 
land ; children with their bonneSy and be sure, \<rfaat 
are never found wanting in France, lovers in plenty, 
who took to the side benches, of tan up arid down a 
u^unt in the garden, according a^ the mood they 
were in prompted them. To none, who were of thi 
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Iftist deMQcy ofappeamnce^ w«b adaiisul»i darned, 
nad the two'{x>rteisattbd gates seemed mTei^md of 
T^ttttoihg' ihfi salutes of tbe mimben wbo flcf^ked to 
enjoy tbe good prekutei's garden in a holiday. sua#' 

Th^ gentry of tbe place, hr ftom flying thebakpjpy 
tkrodg, added to it with a gke aliAoet eqoat toifae 
wildest ; and the whole scene bad an appearanete dt 
busy aetiTe happiness, which nmsc barepleafi^ Slo^ 
genes or Heraclitus himself. 

'<<Tlus. iak gay sight imked,'* said Treraaine, 
^^ and one. is happy ta see so nidch liappuidss m our 
felidw-creatures. Yet, in tbe Iraniour I am ifi^ 
kindled by far other feelings, I conhl hare wiriMd td 
have bad:this broad walk and these fme acacia all 
to ourselves.^' : ' - 

^^ We shall, at least," replied Evelyn, <^ have the 
oc»isolation of observing one proof mpore, €hat siat^ 
is npt an unhappy being. I tbink I never saw^gteater 
hilarity." 

^' What a cofltmst to tbe cafhedral," cried' Tre- 
maine, ^^yet I siqspose some of these mioies were 
t^jere." 

" AH of ^m, I'll answfer for it,^'' said Evelyn r 
^^bnt there was a sun-beam in the cathedral as w^l 
49 here, I never saw a large congf^ti<m ^ atten- 
tive, or so impressed." 

** Yet here," cried Tremame, <<all unbent, all foi'- 



"Perhaps not tlie lasf,** ob^erred Erelym 
**Stt«nge, at least, if it were so/' said Tremaiuie^ 
f^i^ neaj^aa w^ s^med u^, a poftUive inter^owSse iirith 
H^a^en.;^' agnd he' again f^l into knusing, andled hia 
friend to: it mojre retired {lart-of tbe groiinds^iocvAiich 
the Bonrgeoijiie had not access. 
* 5^ Depend upon il/' resiimed Eidlyn, ^^ these good 
"felks only, enjoy themselves ihie more for' the service 
<xf tlie morning. Their cheeifulness virould not be so 
pure, if they thought it wa§' not pleasing to that 
Heaven with which th^y liave just' had coounlihica 
tion — a commut1icat{6n,tOQ^ which only raises cheer- 
futeess. . Never wad there such' a mistake aaihlB ti^up- 
'po^ttoil thatreH^on imdLesaf man sour: want of it 

•may do so.'*: 
' ^*^My good^ friend,". isiid^Tremaine, .^ you {Htdbft 

•too severely ;" • and his brow became overcast. 

< **3lfy dewr TremAlne,*' <:ried Evelyn, ^' I meant it 
not for you." 

■ ** Yoiir observiation^ however^" resumed Tremaine, 
^ hits me, and the more so, because I believe it cor- 
rect. Yes !" added he, after some further deBb^ra- 

;ttoo, ^' Ihllow my happiness, nay even Wy temper, 

•has beeti often inoch affected by ihe wreck* I sust^n- 
ed of all those treasures which you have preserted*^ 
not only preserved, but improved. Woftld' I had 

'.bien like you!" 

" It is by no meanfs. yet too iate/' said £vdiyn; 
o 3 



and' lie spoke in a tone of the most consoling clsterv 
fulness. 

■ ** That is th6 question," answered Treittaine. ^ It 
iatoo'certain I basked in the world, till I was spoiled 
by it ; and the doabts I allowed to bq^le uie ij^- 
coming troublesome, I silenced tliem into conviction, 
on what I thought the easiest side,'in order that fh^ 
might ndt interfere with other pursuits. I was ev^a 
not alarmed to think them prejudices, prorided tli^y ^ 
settled into certainty." 

** A certainty," interrupted Evelyn, " which, I iwSB 
rentare to say, you never credited," 

i ^' I now think not," proceeded Tremaine. ^ It is ; 
at least evident to my own heart, that, howewr 
strongly 1 may have laid before you the arguments 
that so much shook me, I mentally gave you every 
a^stance, from feeling and wishes, which, you youf- 
sdf could desire, in enforcing the powerftil answers 
you have given to my doubts," 

<« Have they been powerful ?'* asked Evelyn^ with 
interest. 

^^ Most of them, ultimately, I hope, to conviction^" 
answered Tremaine ; " all of them weighty enough 
to have staggered ine where I thought myself strong- 
est;" 

^. I hail this confession with the truest joy," replied 
Evelyn, " nor would I have it for the present either 
more ample or more decisive.'^ 



" You are right, my friend," observed Trenwdne; -, 
^* The opinions of almost twenty years, although n0- ' 
▼ev well settled, never entirely rodted, cannot be torn 
from their hold in a moment. But all is loosened, 
bowed, and beading ; and though t^e prospect is yet ; 
somewhat obscure, somewhat confused, the shadows 
that flitted round me are visibly retiring, and I be/- 
lieve as well as hope,, that ere long a &ir morning 
wjU arise iEmd let in the day »" 

^^ This is beyond my expectation," said Evelyn, 
<^ n^y, almost beyond my hope; and I shall ever love 
these towers, these gardens, jhis river, in short, ihis 
whole venerable and classical ground ; but above all, 
ihat,i<Vtere»ting, though; deserted, 84. Jules, that 
cw^ed our extraordinary meeting, and restored my 
friend. to -himself." .. . \ . 

.^^ Something, however, j^t.remains to be done, and 
that by- no means the smallest in importance or difii- 
cnlty," said Tremaine. ' . 

f!' r fear nothing," cried the Doctor, ^^ after hkviog 
conquered a hydra." 
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" I Iiad a tliiDg to say— but let it go ; 
The sun U in tlie lleatOBy tfnA tlttftmiA^^ 
Attended with the pleasures of the worlds 
Is rifl too wanton and too ftiH of gauds, ... 
To givre me Audience." 

SHAKSPEARE. 



:. Tiu gatdeHfr of tke filpiMOpal palace tft Ch'leam 
ate hagt and inabrngeotuP) and ike merry thfong that 
had been let in from the town beir^ confioied to a 
pmnivoisa eodkHure, tbere ^ms yet ispaiie nenottgh else- 
^ere lor. even .th^ fjtiditglitlfd a»d serious inood of 
Tresiaine to indulge itself without interrtipt^on. fie 
vais qAite alive to Evelyn's observa^on on thedieer- 
fulness of religion ; and the scene he witnessed would 
have convinced a spleen darker than his, that there 
might be a great deal of happiness in the worid^ if 
the world knew how to enjoy it. If he avoided this 
scene, therefore^ and sought out a more secluded jmrt 
of the garden, it was not from gloom of mind, but to 
giye loose to those higher thoughts which the la&t 
important hours had generated. 



I .Thero was a retired grave of limefl on tbe otb^* 
side of the ground, between whicb» &Qd thQ moving 
fii:ene- under the acacias^ the irbole of the buildings 
called the Palace interyened. Into this h^ hurried 
Evel;pR,by the axEUip^who^at any ^tber tioaei wOuldy 
perhaps, hove resisted? for the sake of bid favour^ 
^jJOHt^mpUttonof a holiday ekicerely enJQyed by Ao^e 
1^ yrhom a hcAid^y; ^^asr yaloabk* Buit, pn tbis oe«> 
^asioi^ TreBSaiae wfis pomn^^andaint for fh^ day; for 
ijt is not easy to.d^spnbe th^ hope, ^d qonseq^eot 
l^asure, that had bcgMn \o expsmd hisT friend's nidud 
on the sul^ect betwec^n them* 

And yet, reader, I dread apiotb#r arguro^m, for 
you ad. well as for m^s^lf; and notliu;^ hnk th^ task I 
jbiave undertoken, and the «nd I hane prcqionQded ift 
letting these aoitces to pa|>er, could make rate go oiu 
. Albany ra(% you may lead or not,, m you pleaae. 
IQ^ui.if you da pteasey iny iofwe for Tremaine and my 
'l!^pi9Ct for Evelyn tell m^ your pains wilt not be 
(brown away. 

^^ What yc^n.^/' said Txematne, as they entered 
the .grove above^men^ioi^d,. ^^ is very true: 70a 
cannot give up your visLt as you have aiinouneed it ; 
btti as you did not tdltllie Bishop I waa witli ypu, 
you may leave me here,, and I promise you my 
thougfata mil ;h»ve full ^mplc^inait till you return." 
. ^VFdix&usUiqiie stt^" aaid Bvelyn, taking hia 
. li^ave^^ai^ ifoUomng the servant, wha had beenr aent 
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to anndance that the prelate Was' at leisuiPey aiid 
hqped to see him. 

Ti^maine almost rejoiced to be alone, so tiimuV 
tuous and scattisred were his ideas, and so neeedsary^ 
was it to marshal them into some sort of order, be- 
fore he could say to himself what opinions he hadi 
really come to, what conclusions were true, wliat' 
doubtful, Mrhat to be entirely rejected. That new 
lights seemed to have broken in upon him, or rather 
that the long thickening darkness which had obscured 
original light had been pierced and penetrated, s6 a^i' 
to be in a fair way of being dispelled, yiras a disco- 
very which even his habitual {N*ejudices ccfuld not 
disguise; and he hailed it with pleasure. Still, that 
aiiill conviction illuminated him, could n6t be said ; ' 
and it was with pain that he still smote* his breast a^ 
with a hurried step he coursed the. walk, iw threw 
himsdf on one of the seats, imploring (for he now 
actually implored it of the Almighty), that be might 
be still farther enlightened. 

He had been already on his knees in the cathedral ; 
though that, in some little measure, had been frodi- 
sympatby. He now, firom sheer, prone, and confiding 
hope, felt disposed to resume that attitude, and ad- 
dress himself to Heaven ibr assistance. 

And this he actually did ! believe who may, aod 
tell it who will in the world of pdities or &shion, 
where he had . once blazed in a light and colouring 
so very, very different ! 
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^«re VfBB 9L reeeaS) ^ttxAngA sort of labyijmlt in 
iiib side of the walk, composed in the old ftshion of 
hoTtlb^sMi Rtid'tlipt yew, so thick aod retired as to be 
imp^rtidtis to the eye, and almost to the sun itself, 
though glowing at tbat moment. Into tUs he re* 
treated; nor are we ashamed to relate, that on his 
knees and in all sincerity and fervour of hearty be 
prayed fer knowled^^ luid, perhaps without knowing 
it, (at grace itsdlf. • . > 

It is sddom such prayers are unavailing. It is at . 
least ^ly where .'the lieart is . hardened to the core, . 
that the suj^Iicant, like the murder-soiled king in 
Hamlet, is obMged to confess, 

* My words fly np^ my thoughts remain below. 
Words without fhoughts niey^r to Heaven can go/ 

The heart of Tremaine was indeed something re*- 
lieved by. this act of devotion, but he felt not yet the 
reward which generally attends it, nor was it with 
lightness of spirit that he returned to the walk which , 
continued to be abandoned to him by all the world. 
ForaJl the world was still flocking to the holiday- 
making on the other i»de of the garden, though the 
he^t was so oppressive from a sultry sun, now. above 
an hour beyond its meridian, that not a breath of air 
ccAild be.felt to fim a leaf; the very birds slunk 
in distress to their darkest covert; and all seemed 
the palace of silence^ save where a suppressed note 
or two BOW and then showed that life and animation 
were not absolutely extinct. , > 
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i Trcnnninie in his tken ttwme pi vaimA rcqnmdt this 
abaoktte siillnesB, to which he gafehiniielf uj^ViA^ 
out reteije ;^--f6niiiiig a reraariEal^^ cbntras^' t&M 
^j one hare seM it, io die gaj mnftitisdc iv^imi a 
furlong dp bis retirement. 

But his thoughts werefJsy no means jet satisfedl^eMrf. 
'Nothing can be more true than what he had hintfirif 
^recently bbserv^ to; fitelyri,' that the opimons 
of twenty years, though never will settled^ n^ver 
entirefy rooted, could not be tbrn'fixmi th^ boM in 
a moment. It was a great point' indeed gamed, ^ 
hav^ so won upon his prejudices upon the'gi'eat ssb- 
ject, as to have deprived them of their wanted pfaw^; 
witness the act of devotion in which he had ju^t 
indulged. But prayer for direction here, did not 
withbini imply a life to coine; vrhich bad alwlij^ 
proved his most imhippy' doubt, and upon #hkA, 
however long and even satisfiictory the recenJt aigu- 
ment upon providdice, nothing in point of fiiet bald 
been yet attempted. We must not tfaeresfbre be snr- 
prised if his difficulties-^his cruel difiicalties npoh 
this part of. the subject, stdl floated through Im 
brain, nay were almost encouraged to present tbem- 
selves to his recoUtetion, as if his niind^ astonished 
at the change it had experiencci^ wtis ftar&l -liMit 
t had been taken by surprise, and nek &irly dealt byi 
and had therefore become wary and suspicions of 
fwhat seemed too great a benefit to he so suddenly 
conferred. A sort of refliction w^a thua gerterated in 



lii^diur of &OBe of Us. old t^petp,. w^ii^h a4 lpi^tl^fl4. 
not jH bem discussed. . Nqt is fhis, ^pite. of l}i» 
pleasure ia the prospect of the c^^plete recovery he 
htid k&pedy eiiher new or wondeiful in tAe huinm 
fiHtid. After « violent siottny though, i^iC^lm sticce^ 
ind nil is fiur, the uiidulatiai;! fl£ the. subsiding Wf^^ec^ 
mil continue for ftome time on the sur&ce* 
' Thu&it was with Tcenaii»e^ who though. almost 
uMisfied upon provideiicey was by no me^Lns q^t :Qf 
.4otfbt as ID an hcvesfter^ and whOy as has been pb« 
«epfed^ frotti the very suiprise at the chalprge he felt 
upon otberpoinijts, waa the more jealous ^o jr^ceiTe 
aatisfkction on this. 

Hat all and every thing is and must be. within 
the power of the All«-knowing andAllrsuprecne, ^an* 
jBOt'be denied, said he to his own mind ; that there 
mOBj fae^and pisrhltps is another state, nay innumera- 
Ide other states and other beings^ is no more than 
Iflbely;^ that metaphysics may. prove, as.fiur.as such 
d«rk, uncertain, and at beat probable conjec^uces 
€an pFoiKe,* thatoor souk are immortal, .cannot.&irly 
be dented. But is this, after all, more than Very 
re&iRed gues$e9^ upon which many fine^ perliaps UQ* 
answerable things may be said, without any absolute 
satis&ction remaining behind ? How many things 
are there- which we cannot answer^ yet do not be- 
lieve ? Th)e birds and beasts of the field perish^ aiid 
^4o dbt|»4:annot lilFe agmti* In what are wtsio mitct^ 
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SO tery much better than they, that we alqne iu% to 
think otirseWes imm(>n^l? In how many ihV^g?, 
have we only a common nature, with them? Our 
ftame, constitution, life, mechanism, and the meftni^ 
by which all are created, supported, and d6.stroyeil^ 
even the immateriality, and therefore it should seem 
the immortality of our souls, (if they are immortal)*— 
all, all, e^en our reason are the same with theirs, 
allowing merely ibr diversity of figure, facuUj^ 
and degree. And what is there in this reaaon, this 
boasted characteristic difference, to make us presuine 
tofselves so infinitely more favoured, that. while they 
perish we cannot die ? 'Tis true my friend has de« 
Jnonstrated a providence, an inspection, a goyetn* 
ment by the .Mo$t High, to assist our most imper* 
feet, and dangerous reason ; and thanks to Heayenij 
and him its instrument, I. think I may 9ay. I am 
upon this satisfied, where 1 had once despaired, of 
satisfiiction. Religion, therefor^^ as far. 9s. lb^ 
gbes, has returned (and sweetly) to.my heart> , Bilt 
to live again, to be called to account hereafter,, io 
be judged in «u. future, state lur all we. have done in 
this; in shcnrt, the joys of heaven, or the punishment 
of hell ;— -whem, from,Qatui:al religion at least, wheri? 
is the proof J , ., ,v 

The pain of renewed doubt here got. the better of 
him ; nor can we. wonder ; for could qtir nMMra) 
lights alQne ^satisfy even the mos^. piouff U|^j;i<tbji9 
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JHost cruel point of interest, who, even withont the 
^spel, would be an infidel ? 

Ko one, continued Tremaine in bis soUloquy, no 
6ne has yet returned from the other world to a^ure 
us of its existence, or if it exists, which probably h 
does, that it does so for us. Here we see that all 1b 
mortal. To-day animated, to-morrow a clod } to* 
f!ay sparkling, to-morrow crumbled. Such in that 
poor bird, and he looked at a dead linnet which had 
been left in the walk. Yet but a few hours, and 
it sang ; had a heart, and it breathed ; a^ mate, and 
it lo^d ; niotiovi, and it flew ; it was capable <£ 
happiness, and happy; and now no more. Is this 
other than our own history 1 banning in joy, coo* 
tinning in action, ending in oblivi<Hi. In what, 
then, are we different from the linnet ? or because 
we are directed by reason, he by instinct, even 
though Providence govern both, why is death oblt* 
vious to him and not to me ? 

These were *sad reflections, and coming in the 
train of such happier feelings as had begun to 
possess him, they astontshed even himself, and filled 
him with dismay. It was tberefbre not without 
unusual pleasure, and a sensation of relief, that, 
after a few minutes more of musing, hot at all sati»> 
i^ctory, he beheld the return of* Evelyn fi'om his 
visiC, atid immediately joinkl him. 
• IJpon b^ing apprised of this revulsioii as it w^re 
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ilijth^mhi^c^his friend, the Doctor, » little uneasy, 
questioned him as to the state of his opinions on the 
'ffe^t ppitits th^y bad already discussed. 

^* They arj^ where they were," said Tremaine, 
.*' wheA you Wft me ; that is, there is an.appKoximi^- 
.li«a between vm not more plen&ing than une^^pected* 
-But although I ftUow my prejudices as to the go* 
Termnent of the World by providence, as to all thp 
meftajphysical arguments on the nature of matter apd 
.spirit, and abore all as to your great argument ftpifL 
HMate&dingi ate much beaten down^ if I may not 
Jay they are remoired ; although too^ I can say with 
confidence, my feelings are aU newly and strcmgly 
awakened on the side you would wish, insteiKl of 
being blunted and deadened as for years they were ; 
still the belief of all* we have discussed does not 
seem inoompatible with the disbc^ef of a fiiture 
-state, and the proof of that state seen^s as much 
as ever wanting." 

*^ I thought," said Evelyn, anxit>usly, ^< we hod 
yiestesday sUtled, that fbr us to be such machinf^ a0 
ydii had s\i}]fmBed, was abdoliitdy im^ssible." 

^ You argued it admifably," replied Tremai^ 
^ and most certainly pvoved to me that tnateriaUsm 
was an absurdity, Ymialso showed how presume 
4ible it was^ that to be sphrit^ ^as to b$ immofta^ 
But even you allowed that this d^)eadedupoi|?t|^ 
miXL of HeairseA ; and yonr whole argW^entf }f I 
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dbsemd to y^u; applied to bra te aiid beak, bb w^l 
las toBian. Utat.they too are to live a^ikf ^tisSt 
any scheme of the Almighty in creatifig the nni?erse 
IS to embrace tlufm jn any other part of it, you will 
scarcely contend; and the step is but a short one 
from tbem to us. Whatever our place in the gene- 
ral order of things, whatever the end and object df 
our being, (questions for ever inextricable to human 
intellect), why are we to suppose that we alone,' of 
all sublunary creatures, are not to continue sublu- 
tiary, or obey the general lot of diestruction ? *Tis 
true we have reason ; but does that do mOi^ than 
elevate us a little in the scale " ^ 

*^ A little in the scale !" initenHipted Evelyn. 

^^ Hear me,'! said Tremaine, <^ be assured you wiB 
find me a willing lidtener in return," 

The Doctor was silent. * 

" Does reason then do more for us," continued 
Tremaine, ^^ than raise us a little in the scale ;— en- 
abling us as it does, inferior in many things, io ob- 
tain the madtery of all : to move the mountiiin, 
clear the forest, and taiofte or expel its- inhabitant^ 
nay enlist many of them on. our iside; in ^brt, to 
Resist the elements, and almost direct the storm ? 
Tliat we are kings of the world, (atid I agree with 
you ' under the guidance of Heaven), is a demon- 
strated fact ; but will this take, us' beyond the boun- 
dary of our kingdom, where all our actions are con- 



fiii^d|.and to tirhich we are, for any thing tlvta^ 
peiM^ as much chained as any of our subJ^dtB^ 
animate or inanimate ? I ask you to complete 
.the great, the benevolent work you have begun, and 
give meyour proof that my fears are unfounded*" 

<' EajlUy could I do this," returned JJvelyn, "if 
you will only give the argument &ir pHy^ nor ex- 
pect more than the nature of the subject permits^" 

" 3e assured I will not^" said Tremaine ; " but 
to what limits do you confjine me ?*' 

"To feeling and common sense," replied the 
Doctor ; ^*^ I want no more." 

** Agreed," cried Tremaine. , 

" You will promise, then," continued Evelyn, 
^^ that in this, as in the argument on providence, you 
will not demand proof of which the subject is not 
even susceptible ; that you will not expect geome- 
trical demonstration of what can be no object of 
geometry." 

" I will," said Tremaine* " On the other hand, 
you will not expect me to. be swayed by simple con- 
jej^ure, or admit as demonstrated what may be 
merely a speculation." 

" This is, at least, not my design," said JEv^lyn ; 
" and yet where all we see proves only that the^e,is, 
and must be, infinitely more than we ^e^ who can 
sit down content to go no farj^her?" . . 

" I know not your'exact meaning," observed Tie* 
maine. 
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^*^ That tTie world should have had a beginning*^ 
tllat 19, that there should have been a time when it 
Was not— implies that there was some design in its 
creation, beyond merely that it should exist in the 
manner it does, and then be destroyed. For otherr 
wise ive approach the impiety of supposing the All- 
wise to have. bestowed his -pains and attention in 
vain, or, at best, to amuse the space of a moment — if 
we can venture so to talk as to suppose amusement 
an object with such a Beihg. . The child raises his 
house of cards for the pleasure of knocking it dow<i 
again, or he employs himself in making toys which 
for the time interest him, but, as soon as made, in- 
terest him no longer. Can we, dare we impute 
such conduct to the Deity ? Yet. such is our sup- 
position, if we believe there is no final cause for our 
Existence beyond what we see. This cause it. 
wholly goes beyond pur unassisted Acuities even to 
guess at. It surpasses reason, or even imagination. 
But of this we may be sure,— that some end there 
is for our being here, as well as for all other animals, 
all the vegetable productions, and even for stocks 
and stones. Can we think that all other kinds were 
made for human kind ? If so, why a lion? why a 
monkey ? Yet I own I am bafQed whenever I think 
ofalion or a monkey. They have clearly no con-» 
nection with man, and must have some purpose of 
thfir own, that paused their creation. 



- ^^ R^afioriing as well as we cati %KHn,ibe el^itetft of 
ttian td the objects of fats Maker, <wkich> di b^l^^i^ 
'ttiost imperfectly), we should say that it js Jootia 
usual object for w£ich to erect a stupencbus or eb^ 
borate work, merely ' that it shoukl exi^ without 
any further end. The question, has often b^en 
lasked, What is the final end of the creation ? ' Dtf- 
l^rehc answers have been giveB« The. glory of the 
creator has been the general one. I own I tiever 
understood this; and the answerer has, I think, 
treen fairly asked, Is Crod then proud ?-9-The hafi- 
pihessc^ the creation, is a better answer*. Bpt, 
alas! this is broken in upon with so many cruel iai- 
lltanCes of the reverse of happiness, tha^, unlessutbm^ 
is £lome^ing &rth^r, at best the account is doubtful. 
A third is, that we belong to a system^ and thai 
Itiafi £Uld ftH other animak have their placer in it. 
Yhis is your famous Bolingbroke. Does this inforim, 
^ill less dbes it satii^fy us one whit the more ? Soes 
It give' us any knowledge Of i&ur end or ilim, of the 
Mature of the system we are placed in, and for 
«svliat purpose placed — patticularly if all is to end 
here, and we are born only to die ? Yet this is 
jrour argument ; and you not un&iriy refer me to 
the meaner animals, who seem so born, and. ask 
why theira may not beour fate ; or if lliey appear^ 
ks (hey do, 'of too little consequence to live agaoi, 
whether the difi^l-ence between uS'^nd th«i|i)>b«cattita 
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we hav^ speech and reason, with text thousand 

crimes and corruptions which^ they have not^ is so 

great, that we are to be translated to some other 

part of the system — they not ? 

' ^^This, I grant you, is fairly asked. Nothing 

can be fairer than your statement," said Tremaine* 

** My answer is," observed Evelyn, " that, what* 

ever the object of the creation of meaner animals, ii 

seems, fulfilled here, without going farther. Tfiey 

have no responsibility, and from this circumstance 

alone, it should seem that futurity to them is shut 

out. If the sort of happiness, therefore, which they 

^em to enjoy, is the end of their existence, they have 

it, and the end is accomplished. But not so with 

man." * 

*' And why not?" i 

'^ We have so much more^ and so much h^Sp than 
we want," replied Evelyn. " Futurity lies open 
before us> could we but open our eyes to look, at it^ 
and though Bolingbroke rave ever so much against 
the livings of those who disagree with him, the 
whole human world will never (because they cannot) 
desist from endeavouring to make out the prospect.!' 

" Has any one succeeded?" asked Tremaine*. . 

" l kfiQW not," said Evelyn, " nor is it vital tp th^ 
argument that I should* It is sufficicuat that wh^t I 
observed is true; ijie world is never satisfied hx^t in 
the attempt. Baffled, thwarted, disappointed, mor- 
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^ifi^d^^fHiQ one 408istfi^ and tboiigh the .pra^poot 
mnj nft¥er liavt been dnftincily seef)^ cMid tbe roltd 
-ttcfver completely opeiied» yet aU that ever were b&m, 
and almost as soon aS born^ tak^ibr granted thai 
thestt is thib prospect^ and rtt»h into the road which 
thi^ llunk nfuH le^ ta it| in ih« same manner aa 
4Hffda try their wk^^ or burning dog;^ their «cent^ 
Srask inUinct alone* 

^^ 1 aak vrhy tbi$ ahould be ? ior 1 presame you do 
4MIC dispute the fact." 

^< Pei^a|>s not^" said Tremaiae, . . 

^^ Tfaen^ why this fiicti why this disposkion, neY«r 
«ndin|^ still ba^inning, l})roiighaut. tbe uniTcrseof 
jbwiai^niHtiirei if alt these |Muns^ tlua nestlessnes^tl^ 
conviction of something to come, though we may fwl 
discover it, be implanted in us fb|! ai0thiiig ?" 

^ But K4y 9iM diacovi^ it ?'' aavd Trimaivie* 

« That i« tK* fortne to «eI1," riqJiwl Ev«lyD| **te- 
iltg^myatety «f dioieveacKMir wliich^ lUcea miUvM df 
octor my^^ies, it is not ^i«ift us to unravel. Tbiis, 
^VbeUr^onf^ting i^ytdf v^tk tbe j^i^ it iei woe im- 
MMonabItt to prtscNQSi^ vt may be oaeof the viery ^irs 
of^oiir nature, liiat s(«ie dinuld «itdy feel <eDnvfnoed 
there t> dais futurity, wStbdotboing tallowed a»isibly 
^ h^lA iu Now^ m mem <dod6 (of eat^b^ this 
n^iom or ft^Kngai^ loo mfuch ^ ^wb^e^ to think iti»yi^ 
not46h ot fktin]^ and thilt -^m «re .iMMr to eajoy It, 
is toolittfek 
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*^ Tbiflf then^ b ow, thi^uigh only one, of imuiy im- 
poirtiint diff^nmsM t>9tween m and tbe brute oimtite, 
-T^rom whkb your ftftw vHI not permit you to dis* 
ti4i^4«iBb ¥9* YpU aUoiTt ll^ed, that reason is a 
dw^Cteri^tic diniiictioilt btii lonly bb tfaje daws of a 
li^n are cba^eacteroikpf ft dl^inotion of ^peeies ; and 
the utmost bm^of Uiie neiison is, according to you, 
to enable us to ^nudaFe the resjt of the world. I had 
hoped there were more thin^, even upojci this earth, 
' much more in Heaven and earth, ^ than are dreamt 
of in your philosophy.^' 

^^ Willingly would I hear the proof of them,*' said 
Tremaine. 

^ This very conyeFsation proves thera,'* answered 
Evelyn. 

^ I know youif meaning,** cried Tremaine, ** and 
see -aH to which this concentrated observation leads;" 

<^ No man better I will answer for it,** observed 
Evelyn. 

'^^ You would tell me,'* continued Tremaine,'*' that 
to be able to discuss this very question of a future 
states to have those aspirations after it which many of 
us have ; to eonteniplate a Creator in his works, and, 
above ail, even to Mempt to unvdl the find purpose 
of the iCreatioii, though we iail, — proves there is 
something lieyond the present, to be 'known only 
heseafler.** 

^*¥o» perceive my meaning exactly,** observed 
pS 
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Evelyn ; ^^ and I \vou1d ask why man is not only 
endowed with this, when no other animal so much as 
dreams of it, but is also so restless^ so persevering, so^ 
intent upon it, from his cradle to his grave, (and only 
the more intent as he approaches that grave,) if this- 
were a mere philosophical speculation, like the solar 
system, electricity, or the philosopher'* stone ? It ha*' 
been forcibly said by the religious poet, 

* Who wisket God immortal, provtt it too/ 

^^This is no more than sound argument. The. 
very wish, above all, being so universal in man, yet 
extending to no other creature, proves the whole 
subject. Why ? Because it is the voice of nature 
—a voice that never yet was raised in vain. 

^^The approach of death appals, the hope. of. im- 
mortality kindles, no animal but man. The px grazes < 
to the last, — ^placid, happy, and ignorant ; the lark 
sings to the moment when she is hawked ; even the 
very hare, when unpursued, though the hounds may 
be abroad, frisks and gambols in her covert. Till 
the last blow is struck, not these, but the whole of 
animal life, when not actually threatened, is free from 
the evil, the misery of apprehension. But we, al- 
though the sword sleep, and a Trajan reign, nay, even 
frolic with youth and health, a^e .can never deliver 
ourselves from the fear, not so much of death as what 
is to follow after. And ukjjf, this, if nothing. ^5 'to 
follow? 
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^^Upon this simple question, these three ov four 
little wofds^ * Why, if nothing is to follow/ I would 
almost rest the whole case. Search nature through ; 
examine all instincts, all feelings, all propenisities, all 
ends proposed, all means supplied, all objects, powers , 
&cuUie8, impulses; the passions, the fears, the hopes, 
the ambition, the attachments of man, the incite- 
ments of brutes, the reasons for love, hate, joy, or 
anger. Examine all these, and then tell me whether 
there is not some fit end, for the benefit of the 
creature, or the general advantage of the world, in 
every one of them ? 

" I pause for your answer." 

Tremaine allowed there could be no doubt of this. 

" Then tdl me, if you can, why this feeling, this 
restless curiosity as to something that is to follow 
death, this shrinking of*the soul back on herself, this- 
startling at destruction ? I may add in the same 
forcible and beautiful language, 

* This pleaung hope, this fond desire. 
This longing after immortality.' 

*' Tell me, I say, why all this belongs to man alone, 
and not to bird, or beast, or insect V* 

" It is a powerful question,'* allowed Tremaine, 
" and L have sometimes asked it myself." 

" Have you ever answered it ?" demanded Evelyn. 

" I have not." 
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*^ Theft be miAired you could sot, any more than 
that oil tvbtisb H U IbniKkdi— > Doeii nature eyei" act 
ill Tarn r But oh I mdckery ! pitiUss, rtithless, wofse 
tkao iingaAty mefcileapy tyntrtnous mockery^ if after all 
to be deceived ! If the det^ire of future life is un* 
quetkChAble, and if the fear of the uncertainty df 
oiir fete is, in it8^ unbeartibley^-so thai hope^ sweet 
IMfid ever apringiiigy dv^* hucqrant^ can alone, support 
tbo darfcenidg soul Bgaijosl it^*-^what> can we say to 
this iajuHice^ thii inconsistency in Himwhois^dll 
jiisti^^ all consistency^ to hikve reserved such a mi- 
serable illusion, for one only beings fiild to place that 
beii^ at tbe^ head of the creation! May I not again 
,$A^ in the ll^ngua^ of the same religious poqt^-^ 
' if net this tormeiity in the musk of joy ?' 

A^knay Xaotiidd/ 

' on I for whfti trime, uifuQercifid LoransOy 
Oestrop thy scheme the whole of humfta race ?" 

Tremaine, not a little mov^d^ allowed^ and he sai 
with pleasure^ that he could not answer these ques- 
tions. ' , 

" Believe me/* observed Evelyn, '* they are deeply 
ffeuilded; They are the anchoring placeeof the mind 
in all her doubts. Other topics mayv' I allow, be 
«rged with force/ with eloquence, with impre^sron, 
and may finish A Conquest over a wilHttg hearty al- 
ready half won« But these must bend the most stub- 
born. They may be rejected, but cahndt be answered. 
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They reqqire no rhetoric to set them off; and a»Iong 
as you allow man to be notilerand b^net^than the 
brutes, so long mast you EBy it would be groes^ cruelty 
et9 well as inconsistency in his Creator (wliich ^nnot 
be), to have made him, in the most essential pokit of 
all, so much their inferior." 

•^ Perhaps 1 might allow this,** said Tremaine. 

" I thought you would^*' said fetelyn; «* aiid ha- 
ving laid this ground, it no more than naturally' pre- 
pares us fbr another, almost, though, I MU allow, 
not quite so conclusive." 

** What is that?" asked Trcmatne. 
^ ^^ I mean that fond clinging of the soul, in its 
most afflicting moments, to a hope which has been 
always its efficacious, and almost its nev^lhtling 
support, when support would otherwise be lost. I 
mean that hope t)f rejoining friends, parents, and 
children, all whom oiir hearts held dear, when Ood 
in his dispensations has deprived ns oP them here. 
IBpiy in this are we made so differentlj from bljier 
animals i . Why dread the losing them — ^why lan- 
guish afler them ,when lost — why confide in the 
thought of seeing them again, — if all be illusion ? 
Without this thought, this hope, to which we cling 
with a constancy in many instances interminable, the 
loss of our favourites here would sometimes be be- 
yond our strength." '\ 

." Is this the exact account, or do you bold it uni- 
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versal?'* asked Tremaine. ^^ Does it last longer than 
a time, and with time do not all of ns recover ?^' 

^* I grant you we do," replied Evelyn ; " nor would 
the lot of humanity be bearable, did not Time shed 
balm and healing from his wings. But bow recover ? 
How are we healed ? Is it more in many cases than 
to escape from the immediate paroxysm of grief? 
which, if it lasted long, would assuredly kill us. And) 
as it is, how many are there who actually, in secret' 
never do cease to wail the objects of their fb^idness, 
until their hearts waste and wither away, as it is sup- 
posed under other diseases ? At best, we are long, 
long in recovering, and though competent to all the 
functions of life, may even never resume that light- 
ness of spint^ that buoyant pleasure we enjoyed be- 
fore* We have heard of nursing our grief^ of even 
the luxury of woe, till, like the raving Constance, we 
call death amiable and loveIy,and wish * to ring our 
fingers in bis household worms/ It is hence that, 
under these heavy afflictions, numbers have abstracted 
themselves from the world ; and the walls of the Pa- 
raclete or the Chartreuse have witnessed many a sigh 
of anguish after those that are gone, which would 
not be exchanged for the gayest scenes the world 
could offer. 

* Ask the faithful youth, 
Why the cold lirn of her whom long he loTed> 
S« often fills his anns» so often draws 
His^lonely footttepti at the silent hour. 
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t*o pay the mottrnlal tribute of kit tears ? ^ 

Oh ! he will tell thee that the wealth of wprlda 
Should ne'er sediice his bosom to forego 
That sacred hour." 

Here Evelyn stopped, and both he and Tremaine 
"seedied much afl^C&d. Soon the Doctor procieeded : 

^^ And yel I grant you that I count not upon this 
argument i^ I do upon the other two — drawn from the 
fear of death as a gate to unknown terrors, or, at 
best, to .some unknown farther existence, and froiii 
the hope of living again. The thought of rejoining 
friends may, with many^ as you say, wear out with 
time ; the hope of living again only encreases.'^ 

" This is but candid,' ' said Tremaine ; " but yet 
is it not extraordinary that this hope, this longing, 
which I allow is universal enough to entitle itself to 
be called natural^ should yet have nothing precise, 
nothing certain, attending it — that few can even give 
a reason for it, and that they can only say that it is) 
Did it imply the certainty of things so important, 
would not the rationale be more evident, and better 
understood ?" 

*^ Yet how many other things are there in nature, 
particularly in physics,'* answered Evelyn, " of the 
rationale of which we are utterly ignorant, though with 
the fact familiar. Magnetism for one. The. needle 
points always to the Pole : why she pointsr— what is 
the attraction — for what farther and greater purpose in 
the creation than to guide man across the deep— no 
p 3 
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one cfth sayvbiitiluu there is h sometUtig^s^ing at 
the Pole, lo yi^ich thl^ tieedll^ pb(ht|^, mtid between 
which and thb ne^le ther^ is dome natural and ne- 
cessary connection— ^who can for a momeat doulbt ? 
^hus t\iere is analogy ; and analogy, as argument, 
you will riot rg«ct." 

<^ Certainly not," said Tremaine. 

^^ iBut our very impeifections here," coniimted 
Ifiyelyn, " furnish another argument, equally irresist- 
ible in my mind. I set out with observing, we have 
yia mvitli more, and so much less than we want^ if id- 
ways to be 

* Confined Und pestered in. tl)i8 pinfold liere/ 

^^ Let us again reason from analogy. A kind .and 
considerate parent prepares for his son the education 
suitable for his intended occupation in life. Is there 
no choice in this education ? Is the intended scholar 
sent to learn handicraft, or the mechanic^ Ilebrew ? 
What shoi^Id we say to a young man sent to coU^e 
witb trunks filled with the tools of a watchmaker, or 
any other art ? What to a sailor, with a collection 
of'law-books, instead of .maps and charts ? On the 
bther hand, if the yotmg man kndw not for what he 
is desjgnei^, except From his outfit ; if the outfit con« 
sist of bookk, will he not say he was intef^ded for 
study? if of weapons, for war?. if of spades and 
axes, for labour i^^ - ' 

^^TPhls is easily granted," said Tremaine* 
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>31iea why/'. continued Efefyni ^^ wlqr make 
'ttiati «o form«d for ck>meQiplAdon) and emioenlly for 
the cdtitemplatkin of Ood^ of HeaTen, and a fu« 
tart stiHie ? Surely) if then is no future sCaio, ibia is 
n most untieetsiary part cf ojir ooostttution ! Surely 
yte might be not menriy as happy, but infinit^y hap- 
pier without that inntiaUe) restless, ouriosiiy^iure- 
tpeet to a eui^iiiect nerer to be underetood, land after 
IMi object neV«r to be attuiied 1 Why is ihift subjeet 
the most interesting, I had almost, said the most die- 
tMssitig) thuojuli^at thnsame timei ever during, of all 
that gives food for the enquiry of maa ? For all oUier 
'subjects there is a reason. . Afts^ sciences^ tVil*, po* 
Uticsy agriculture, snedicioe, commerce;— rail these 
aaendse mar imtitte^ and all these may be more or less 
attained, aa the beaver and the bee eterei^ tJkeirna' 
liire urban they build luits, or gather honey. Why^ 
tti^B^ tiieccniteiaplationof the Godhead, and oUr re- 
latione ^kh Heavas^ for us^ and hot for ihem ? Bea^ 
$oti) you \rilL say, is necessary' «o admit it-^resiKin, 
««fh»ch they have not* But url^^onld reason extend 
so *ur, tf re^Uy for no result? Tbe reason, too, you 
vM 'Observe, iiot of three or four peraons only i of a 
safe here and there scattered in a cenSui^i f» gett 
mA omaiiMits on the bosona of Timt { but the rsa^ 
ism 0f nerymau, benFevea' shiiplfi, holfever «H»edtt- 
oated, iihait ever sras born itnce siine bepfsriu 
^ f^ If you answer, it is mercJ^y rtbefesUk of tbetbink- 
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ing.&cuUy, which cannot be. contrdUedr— I deny the 
impossibility of cootrblling in hipi who created it* 
If you say it is at best a. gratuitous curiosity^ I.say 
that curiosity was never gratuitous, but always pro- 
posed utility for its end. Here, however, where there 
is no result, there can be no utility, and the whole 
being frustrated, is worse than useless. < We have 
too much knowledge to be quiet, too little to be satis- 
fied. Thus, the brute with his instinct is infinitely 
nio^e perfect than man with his reason; infinitely 
happier, because never deeetved ; infinitely more in- 
dependent, because without religion." 
""VIRthout religion!!" 

^^ Yes ! You are surprised, but this is no paradot. 
For why should man be religious^ how indeed can he 
be so, if all end here ? Only to know enough of God, 
to long to know more; only to think he exists, yet. 
not for us; to feel responsible for right or wrong, yet 
nowhere to be called to account; to love God, to 
wish to please him, to feel always acting in his sight, 
yet never to know whether he accepts our love, whe- 
ther we succeed in pleasing him, or he approv^or dis- ^ 
approve our actions! This! this is, indeed, paradox; 
Who could sustain for.ayear, a month, a day, much 
less a whole life, such tasteless efibrt, such heartless 
exertion, such gratuitous slavery? Now M4iat ans^nwr 
does the flimsy Bolingbroke (excuse me for being so 
irreverent) tell you to give to all this? Why, that 



we have no business with it at all, still less with God^ 
Whom we were never intended to know. I alliide'to 
his lines, (for they are his) — 

' Know then thyself, presume not God to tcatt. 
The proper study of mankind is man/ 

" If this is more than mere jingle, I never yet de* 
tected emptiness under a pompous outside. As if 
man, with all these dispositions, these powers of con- 
templating futurity, these unrepressed and irrepres- 
sible impulses to know his Maker, which no other 
animal has, in order the better to act up to the inten- 
tion of his Being, could possibly study himself, with- 
out studying that Maker at the same time! Now, 
what should we think of a man, who, being called 
upon to study, much more to expound a law, gravely 
tells you, that you are not to enquire who was the 
law-giver, or what his intention. Yet such is this 
&mous maxim. A child would be ashamed of the 
assertion, though the philosophical fop who made it, 
no doubt, thought it an oracle. You see I attribute 
it to its true author, not to poor Pope, who was 
gulled by him, and frightened out of his wits, when 
he came to learn what he had really vended as true 
philosophy; like Fear striking the chords of the lyre, 
and scared 

* E'en at the sound himself had made.' 
No! no! This is not, cannot be the scheme of an 
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jdlrinrise Croatori who never gave an incitement to 
4fcthn^ wkkout a proportionate end. It w^r« to con- 
tradict his own wise pqipose to give tbia knowkd^^ 
oF himself, and give no more." 

Observing the Doctor to pattfie^ Tremaiae said he 
felt all this, if it could not be done away^ to be mosit 
important, and intreated him to go on. 

<< Sensibly, therefore, it has been asked^' pursued 
Evdyn, ^^ Why man alone should be condemned to 
ihe universal torture of fearing death, unles* there 
.was some important object to be fulfilled by it ? Now 
that object is evidently^ by convincing us that there 
is somethii^ to come^ to force us to set a gu^rd over 
our conduct before it arrives. I have said, that if 
there is no fiijture state, the beasts with their instinct 
aro more perfect than man* Surely it is more perfect 
to have a visible object, visibly answer^ mid there 
an end» than both to have- the object obscuret and 
not know whether it be answered or not.. If all 
finish in the ^irave^ I r^eat we should be more per- 
fisct if our enquiries and curiority never, went.be- 
yondit,'' 

The Doctor pausing here, Tremaine allpWed that 
he had put these aijg^in^its so forcibly that it would 
be difficult to overcome them* ** Nevertheless,** 
added he, M there is an answer, of the soundness of 
which I am indeed not perfectly sure, but which I 
should be glad to hear refuted/* 



F '^Youi-mswerr fluid EVeIyo« 
' ^^ Simply chis t It is meBt true that^ from the faopt 
and fear as^ to futurity >^]iich tlla idea of d^th al- 
ways inspires, it may be pretumabld^ and jnany may 
fed cofiTinced) thiat that fiiturity ttnust be. But yoci 
mff it 18 becatiiie nt> end can hmre been proposed in 
the infusion %£ swell hope and fear, unless one or 
(Mher be realiisiedl" 
^*^:|do." 

'^ Now may hot there be ihit end, ev^n in tkiB 
world, without the reality iof a world to come ? Hope 
ieia iteelfa positive good,«TeD though never realised !'* 

"Admitted." 

«^ Is not Hope^ then, pari of the oondtittttion of 
but maiure? Is it «iot iiur every day's practice 10 
ei^age in the mom, difficult pursailS) to sAcouater the 
ifi6st tnenacii^ dafig^rs, to fMroevere Haider the most 
<»ppiie6siTe toil) suyyported oiiiy by this <sweet and 
. powerArl ihstigatw; eometiines evsn hmppy in her de» 
4icious iUiisftOns, and yet Aiii at last in every object 
that kindled «ur exertionf'' 

" I grant all this,*' said Evelyn. 

" Were I tocoide to |MHrtiduIar cases^" condniied 
IVkhaMie^ " what ^yages have ^been undertaken «ffd 
Jiardsbips ^ellatarily eilfiered^ with sio otrNtf inten*' 
tive but hffp^i Att hhs bee» itustiatdd; aiod yet 
dntiHg ih^ aoHo«| tife hope of smreeedinigr has k^pt 
every thing ir^t, evei^ 4hnig well; ' aad the fiassion 
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iuelf mu8t be considered as a positive good^ perhaps 
as great as the failure in the end was a itiisfbrtun^/' 

^* This may also be tirae," said Evelyn. 

*^ Why, then," pursued Tremaine, '* may not this 
hope of an hereafter, even though there be no stsch 
things be a mean, ordained by the Almighty, to in- 
cite us to good in this our earthly pilgrimage, though^, 
as in the voyages I have supposed, the thing expecfted 
fail in the end ? Thus, then, the posUive good which 
you admit this hope to be while it lasts, is a com- 
plete answer to your question founded on our cling- 
ing to it in the agony occasioned by the loss of those 
dear to us. It assuages that agony, and renders it 
supportable until time finish the cure. But, as ap- 
plicable to our general subject, there is even a marked 
and &vourable diffisrence in the hope we are discuss- 
ing, from that in the every day business of the world, 
to which. I have compared it; namely, that in the 
first, none of the disappointments on which you have 
so much rested, sup{)osing it to fail — that is, suppos- 
ing there to be no hereafter — can possibly be expe- 
rienced.'* 

" I understand you," said Evelyn ; " you mean to 
say, that death having occasioned a total insensibility 
and oblivion, the. truth' or falsehood of the expecta- 
tion fostered, can never be determined." 

^' That is my exact meanings" observed Tremaine. 

'* Your very question overthrows your whole argu- 
ment," replied Evelyn. 
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«Howr ^ 

'^ Because you bring the whole into positive doubt i 
and positively to doubt, is to cloud the whole pros- 
pect; it is in itself a practical disappointment." 

.'^ I see not this," said Tremaine^ ^^ since to doubt, 
id merely not to feel sure, and hope itself would not 
be hope^ were the thing "hoped for an absolute cer« 
tainty." 

** This, as a general proposition," said Evelyn, 
** is true. But you have assumed as at least likely, 
all that makes for you on the other side. Por your 
answer supposes, (or it is no answer at all), that io 
give this hope mthout gratifying U^ is a. part of the 
scheme of the government of the world by the Crea- 
tor." 

^' I put it as a mere question," observed Tremaine, 
^' not whether it is, but whether it may not be so." 

'* I so understand you," said "Evelyn, " and I re* 
ply, that- to suppose even that it may he so, does 
away the incitement to good on which you have 
rested." 

'^ I wish for more light on this," said Treniaine.- 

^' Why, what should we say," answered Evelyn, 
'^ to the case of a body of adventurers, encouraged 
by their Prince to undertake some important expedi* 
tion, some colony, or voyage, in the strong hope held 
out to them of reaping honours, riches, and happiness. 
The Prince has at least never been kn<mn to break 



hj6 word to his 8ubjecta> or zmlfuliy to mialeiid them 
. with fsdm hopes*'' 

« What tl^n?" asked TreiBwne. 

^^ On a auddea a panic braafca out amoiig them ; 
either 4rom some emiasary) or their own natural^ but 
unaccountable feelings. Suspidpnf urine qf the 
. honest intentiomqf their Princf/ ihej belie^Fe^ with 
no other proof than that it is barely possibkp mud 
that they cannot jprooe iJ^e negative (o a ^^mpnetra^ 
4100^ Uiat their sovereign* M^eilP^ sogood a9d..^n- 
cere^ may be ch^tuig them with a false ikCooitQ^. of 
this expedition^ which in reality inqy be uod^ertat^n 
for no purpose, pos^bly a bad pGoppse, or at beat lo 
keep 4bem peaceable for a time, and th^n get o4 of 
them. I ask what becomes of that blessing of hope ^ 
which. first prompted - them to undertake the- adten- 
tttre?" • . . :..;->, 

*^Itis poisoned/' said Tiei)aaine« "But yet if 
the Prince permit, these suspicions ••••«;.". 

^ That is not the questiofi," interrupted. Evelyn. 
^^ I only ask as to the state of the hope as an.ex.cite- 
v^eni to action f ' Is it evevi'c<Hnpatible/with the Ex- 
istence of this suspicion^ or the su«{ncion with the 
cootinuancci of the hope?'' 

*^ Go on/' said Tremaine. . ... 

^ But what shall we say oC the Prince hims^lf,*^ 
ei^ecially if he be such as I have de^bed;biro, 
be^evoleni^ just, and sioccre^ and parUciilarly st«di- 
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ogfs of th^lntef^ts of hid^sufajects^-^^Hshduldliereftlly 
intend to deceive them into good behaviour by pro- 
raises he neVer iheaiit to p^Hbrm ;•*— eont^rit in Ihitik* 
Irfgiheir &ie will overtake them before they caul either 
discover lor suffer from the decdit?" 
* ^ I;oW can this be?" said Tremaifi^. 

^^ Suppose some sach case as thi^/' answered 
Evelyn. ^ hi order to secure qai^t and hupphiefis 
among his people, and trusting t6 their oprnion^ of 
Jli* fidelity to hi^ promises^ he h<^d8 out to all who 
.bftve d^ervjsd Well ta a certain age, thatttbey shall 
be C6iTveye»d to soitie hi^y place in another part of 
his domiaionsi there- to pass the rest 6f their lives in 
perfect prosperity* The^ trust himf and set wHj and 
4ire led by him or his officers to some Upas tree^ where 
death, without even the apprehension of it, overtakes 
them.; or to some v^ater of Lethe^ where thinking 
pleasantly to slake their thirst, they fall into an ob* 
livion of all tliat k past, and die hi either tasei 
'without discovering the (cheat* We will siippose, 
too, that no one else diteovers it ; will that ktter 
cir<^mstlinte excuse the Prince, or make it one whit 
tlie mord rec6hcileable to die character of » iair^ 
stealing ruleri Whieh I have fancied for hiai? Is it 
itiost likely, eyen with the godd Md hb had in view^ 
-that subh a Piince^houkl pursue it in tfhitdtsii^enu*' 
<Kut and crafty tnafMierj or that he should propound 
some other leto cothplicated and more consiiteat 
mode of accomplishing his point V* 
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*' Certkinlyi the last is the most likely," said Tre- 
ittaine. 

" Would you, then, if the question were put to 
you, (and always supposing the character of the 
Prince to be what I have represented it,) decide for th^ 
first, merely because it was within a possibility of 
being true, that is, because the negative or impossi- 
bility of it could not be demonstrated ?" 

" I should not," said Treniaine. . 

** Yet this is the case you have supposed,'* observ- 
ed Evelyn. " You are even astute in evading the 
consequences of the argu ment we began with. Now, 
as a logician, I do not say that astuteness may not 
on some occasions be fair.'' 

Tremaine, smiling at his eagerness, asked him to 
explain. 

" Why, where a thing is well made out, and prov- 
ed to all satis&ctory conviction, should any thing 
apparently inconsistent with it be started, the upmost 
ingenuity, (by which I mean remote conjecture and 
fimcy), are no more than fair to get rid of it. But 
here the astuteness is yours, against the whole weight 
of our preceding argument, against all analogy, nay, 
against all that you have yourself allowed to be the 
probable truth* In shorter language, what you do 
not, cannot, and wish not to resist, you.would escape 
from, because of the impossibility of proving abso.- 
lutely the negative of a possibility, however impro- 



TREMAlNli:. 333 

bablc. I do not mean to say, that because hope ex- 
ists, it must therefore be realized, but existing as the 
designed incentive to good conduct, the suspicion that 
it is to be disappoin{ed, does away the design. To 
suppose itj therefore, a stimulus, yet take the stimu- 
lus away, is to suppose a contradiction." 
" There is much in this," said Tremaine. 
'^ But if this is so as to hope,^ added the Doctor, 
" what will you say to fear .* That, at least, though 
it may be groundless, is not a positive good." 

** It is a positive evil," said Tremaine ; *' yet sup- 
posing my conjecture probable, it also may be a 
mean of moral government, by deterring men from 
vic^, although groundless in the end." 

** The possibility of which, the moment you 
broath, and can win believei^ to your side, that mo- 
ment you do away its terrors. My dear Tremaine, 
this is but sad wild work, and surely unworthy the 
character of argument. I should be glad to know 
tbe force of that man's virtue thi^t is kept in order 
by a fear, which he thinks, or is told, is only incul- 
cated as an inducement to that order, but that as to 
it^ reality, he is safe." 

" What if I give this matter up?" said Tremaine, 
'^ satisfied that the preponderance at least of the 
evidence, both as to hope and fear, is with you." 

** We may then proceed from the point where we 
left off," said Evelyn, gladly ; " which was, that 
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these two master pa^ioo^v i^ppliiod as tliey are to 
induce the belief of a future Matist^ are tbe be^t 
proofs that nature had given u.s of the ^^bxence of 
tbat state, and ibax if this is not tf ue^ the beasts of 
the field are better off than >jve. Pne, and paly -one 
supposition^ can explain this xxtberwi^-" . 

Tremaine eagerly asked what tWu ivas i 

" It is," 3aid Evelyn^ ^ that the Alwighty wegn- 
larly and visibly takes upon him to govern 'inan in 
his conduct here upon this «artb^ in it^ game maaoier 
as, for a tixne^ be governed the Je»rs af oU« Tliat 
is^ that he cqlls us to account in our preaent littf 
jud^ pf our actleiPslo pur fkc^ and rew^de<Mr 
punishes, as the ciyil magistefXe reMtra^Klsa-nd pu- 
nishes. .. . i 

^^ Whether or not he dpes thi% i$ wbftt J Aeed not 
askofyou*^' 

" Certainly not,*Vsaid Treflwtioa* 

" In ^liis, the wost prrhodp* will ftgncK^ with 

you,"^ replied Eveljyn ; " fpr 

/ fallen. »«tbK 1]>roiie« Q. Inrael ! 
The fire from Hpav,e^ that led U^w 
Now lights thy path do laose !' 

" Even, .then, svithput those yearnings pf nature 
after farther existence^ but as niece cold ^pecnliMtors, 
we 3ay thaX the appm^nt irregularities in the Provi- 
dence of the vyorld, ajid the unbending ^tiire of 
eternal jus tix:e, would alone prpve ^hat iJbLerenfiust b^ 
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soine Other stftle, eome future enquiry, somefbture 
change, to bri^ all things right that are now wrong. 
But if Uiene is no such state, nt> fiuch enqiriiy, no 
ebahge, no judgment, how miserably, how cruelly, 
aa well as imperfectly, are we constituted — to live in 
perpetaal fear of timn, to apprehend something in 
^cKth woi8e, inimitdy worse, thurn death itself! 
For notliR^ was e^r more aecmrate. as well as 
siDbUoie, than the horrors detailed by the great 
master of hatme, in his account of the fears of the 
guilty Clamdio, even from the mere uncertainty of 
his future 'fete x 

* To die, to g^wtinownoi where 7 
Girte >e «one tliaa -w^nt 
Of thosey tibat lawless and ittmoBstam tbougbis 
Imagiiie howling ! 'Tis foo-horriblsl 
The weariest and most loathed worldly Ufe 
Tfaatage> ache, pennry, or Imprisonment 
Dan lay an nature, is a paraSise 
To wjut in fear in death ! " 

Tretnaine did not <a|Mvi/er, bui evidently, by his 
QQuMenAAce niid gesttu'ea, felt iall the feree bothof 
the reasoning and the jK>etry-. 

'^ We might, certainiy, therefiire," •oootiaued 
Bvelyn, ^^ have l>een iso ibcmed ithat deaiii ihight 
have none of these <lerMtfs, and tlte larish to live 
a^ain be abseliMie ^madness. Who msh^s to inliafate 
d»e moon, eKoept a kmaloc? If ihom &.bo hew« 
after, wihb would lear k but one e^aiiy' maiii'' V 
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. Tremaine again signified that he felt this to be 
true, but asked how it could be remedied. 

** Easily/' answered Eyelyn, " for we might have 
b^n so constituted, as to lose friends the most aiFec* 
tionate, and children the most beloved, without 
thinking of them again; and as to ourselves, we 
might have carried on all the business of life, per* 
formed our &ir duties, and answered all the then 
purposes of our creation, without that extent or 
refinement of reason, that view of futurity, which 
now belong to us. Speech, and. some little more 
than the sense of an elephant, or the imitation of a 
monkey, would have done very well. We should 
have tilled the ground, bartered its produce, and 
governed by laws and the gibbet, in the same man- 
ner as now, or rather infinitely better, by having less 
reason, and less free-will. It is reason and firee-will 
alone that confer upon us responsibility, and respon- 
sibility is nonsense without a future judgment. *' 

*Here he made a considei:iible passe, and Tre^^ 
fnaihe, whose attention was at its height, waited in 
silence for him to go on. 

^* I have done," said Evelyn, " for I have pro- 
mised you to content myself with what I deem proofs, 
and not to travel into conjecture. I therefore pur- 
posely avoid many beautiful reflections, as well as 
branches of argument, which are cogent enough as 
auxiliaries, but which I leave, but of the case,- 



l^eouise I am willing to press notHing upon yo^, 
but wbat even a rhetorician, arguing for victor;^, 
cannot in my mind answer* « 

** One auxiliary, however, there is, contintietl 
Evelyn, *^too imposing, if I may not say too con- 
vincing in its fabric and colouring, to let it pa^s 
unnoticed in an argument of this kind ; and this I 
must therefore be. forgiven if I lay before you, in all 
its beauty, and all its warmth." 

^^ To what do you allude ?" said Tremaine. 

^^ To that melancholy^ but too interesting lamentap- 
4ion of Wollaston, upon the disappointed lot of man, 
if, after all he has been allowed to enjoy, and expect 
as well as enjoy, he is to be levelled with the brutetf, 
who never kniew, never were allowed to entertain a 
motion of their Creator, or a hope of joining him. 

"Fancy,' says he, ^a man .walking in some re- 
tired field, far from noise, and free from prejudice. 
Would such meditations as these bef unjast ? — ^ I 
know that I am neither a stock, nor a stone, nor a 
Vegetating plant ; I can reason aJ& they, or even the 
sensitive animals cannot do. . I may, therefore, pre* 
tend to be much above these things. From wfuft t>, 
and hc^s beeriy I can gather what nmy bey tmdy by 
thinkingy can almost be said to get into another world 
hefornhand; and whether J shall live agaiUy I may 
be certainly said to be capable of such an expectation^ 
and am solicHoys about Jt; which cannot be said of 

VOL. III. Q 
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Jhese clods and brutes. But can I be made papable 
of sucli great eiLpectations, which those animala know 
nothing of (happier by fiir^ in this regard than I, if 
we must die alike), only to be disappointed at kst? 
thus placed, just upon the confines of another better 
world, and fed with hopes of penetrating into it, and 
enjoying it, only to make a short appearance bere^ 
^nd then be shut out, and^ totally sunk ! Must I, 
then, when I bid my last farewell to these walM^ 
when I close these lids, and yonder blue regions, and 
all this scene darken upon me and go out, — must I 
,then only serve to furnish dust, to be mingled with 
the ashes of these herds and plants, or with thid diist 
under my feet? Have I been set so &f above them 
in life, only to be levelled with them at death ?"* 

Tremaine allowed both the beauty and argument 
contained in these passages, but hesitated, for he 
thought of Bolingbroke. 

^' And what says the noble philosopher," asked 
Evelyn, "to these glowing sentiments? That all 
this is nons€fiS€p proceeding fk)m the delirium of 
metaphysics; that. the author is a ^whining' phi- 
losopher,' a Mearned lunatic." 

*' The epithet might certainly have been spared," 
said Tremaine. 

" It is, in truth, downright scolding," returned his 

* Religion of Nature, p. 219. 
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S^end, <^a foUs^nnerie^ a calling of xmnes^ in every 
body^s pawer, thoiigh not at all uncommon with our 
jfioble pbilosopher. He here, it mu8t^ be owjaed, a 
little forgot himself, and that high-bi'^^ing which 
even Lord Chesterfield celebrates, but which,, un- 
fortunately, whatever it might have been in the 
drawing-room, seems always to have been forgotten 
in the study." 

^^ Allowing this," observed Tremaine, " there was 
at least another answer." ... 

" You shall state it," crie^d Evelyn. 

"I remember it well," said Tremaine, "and I 
own that it once much impressed me. It is^ that we 
.must submit to our nature, whatever it is, and that if 
we are doomed by God to be trod into dirt with 
others, our fellow-animals, jio indignity is cast upon 
us; that we are removed, iiideed^ above them by our 
intellectual faculties, but only in degree, and above 
some of them in a very small degi*ee; that we in 
other respects partake their nature^ nay, the 
nature of mere vegetables^ and those very clods to 
which WoUaston shows such a horror of being re- 
lated. All, however, is a drama, in which we are 
af^tnted actors as well as they, and resigna- 
tion to our fate, which we can neither sit in judg- 
ment upon, nor comprehend, is the only duty we 
have to perfonn; — satisfied to live again if we may, 
to die if we may not, but certainly satisfied that 
q2 
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■ . • * ' "^ 

QoS knowa. best what is good for us. These are the 
answers which Bolingbroke would have given Wol- 
lastoh had he walked with him in his retired field."* 

^^ And do they satisfy you ?" asked Evelyn. 

^ I own not now, though I also own they oiice 
did, so &r as to harden me against whalt I thought 
Bolingbroke had demonstrated to be the ejacula- 
tions of a melancholy spirit, rather than al^ui- 
ment." 

" That such a mind," replied Evelyn, ** should be 
misled by so egregious a coxcomb !" 

Tremaine almost started at this attack updn one 
who, for the fineness of his parts, and the attractions 
of his style, was still much an object of admiration 
with him* 



* Lord BoHfigbrokeTs Works, 4toV vol. r. sec 50. 
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^ tnuEt tayB Kbg Bolingltfoke ?" 

iHASiFBAtS. 

*' ^ reaaons are lUce two. grams of mustard seed. Hid la two 
Ihishehr of cliiLff; you sball seek all day ere you find tSiem; and 
«litn jfoa Haf^ tiiMD, 4k(^ aa« not wor& the seerck." 



^ I ALitfair lits %Qe parls,^' obaenred ^m\jn,*^ and 
I WBEk not ill disposed tp allow a certam attraction in 
His st;^ particulaily in his. pdkici|.l writings, and 
most of all in his official correi^KHidence. I am alto 
not imwUling to saj, that in the midst of such turbu- 
IfiEkoe as ati ambition almost frantic produced in his<: 
Kf^9 Vacare literisy (to use his &voaiit€ expression), 
aiid'to havenddressed hiomelf in seclusion, to sub- 
jects of a«ch hj^ import to the mind and heart oE. 
man, was sbtte a considerable praise* 

> ^ TlhiiT is iSQKMthiog in this so engaging lb ;a 
real se^rcherjtfter truth j the very notion of a j>bjio» 
sophic retirement im SQ soothing to the soul; that I 
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will cotifess to you I formerly, both in EiigTand and 
FlrAnce, (in which last kingdom he prepared many 
of his philosophical work8,> rode several miles dm of 
my way to view the seats of his letsiire at Font&in6«^ 
bleau and Dawley* At the last in particular, which, 
with pardonable affectation, he had painted over 
with rakes, and forks, and^ other rural emblems, 
(fond as he waa of calling it his &nii,) I ling^^^d 
with interest* I fancied jbim there, ordering the 
motto over his faall-^oor, < SaHs beaim ruris Aonoifl* 
im^^ of Vihic}ky he said at least, he was so fond. JL 
saw him, with Pope ia his field, running after ^hi» 
catt, (while Pope wrote between two hay-cock^) ahd 
viewing a rainy Aj with a fitrmer's anxiety.^ I fel# 
lowed them to the house, and listened to convenl$fc» 
tl9fi^ which no mtnd imbued wiliLjmy lhing'li]i»€]a8« 
«kalimpr0snons can. imagine^ without fe^iagpma 
interest 1^ the^speakem. But having said this, hdta^ 
I take my leave of him." -. 

' << You have almost made anmids by:ifa€«e acbtua^ 
sions," returned Tremaiae, ^< for the hard word y<^lt 
gaveliiiii' just flow/' 

^^' I tcannotretnuct it," replied Evefyir; *^ for wk^^^ 
all his attainments and love of enquiry^ a m«are egi^' 
gious coxcomb neii^pfleteiided tO'the patatcCphHd^ 
Sophy. fTlie same nuih fttalky JwhidbL cbatactgrraed 
• ^^ '" -^ • ■ : — ; — ■ • 1 •• - — - ^* 



a'nd roiaed hi& political life, seems to have pursue 
kiiabere; and though, as 1 have said, I allow thi^ 
ftoeiiess of iiis genius,- 1 cannot disguise ray contempt 
fiH^him as a reasoner.'' 

. ^^ Are you quite sure," asked Tremlune, " thilf' 
there is no prejudice in this ?*' 

" No man can be thus sure,*' replied Evelyn: " but 
I can be quite sure both that his arguments, as tc 
essentials, were a tissue of mere pompous nothings^ 
attd that his self^ufficiency and afl^tation made him 
as ofibnsive in his mode of putting them, as they were 
weak when put." 

^ And yet^" replied Tremaine, ^ no man brought^ 
fo^rward either more learning or more eloquence iiir 
support of his system/' 

. ^ He had no system,'' answered Evelyn, " nor has 
he even pretended to any. Though I will do him the 
justice to believe he would have set one up, had be 
known how. He is, therefore, singularly obliged to 
you for giving him what he never could give hiih- 
self." 

^ He was keen in escposing error," said Tremaine, 
<^ and supported his attacks with an erudition that ' 
aslotiished the world." 

' ^ There are two worlds," returned Evelyn, drily, 
^^ tlte learned and the unlearned. The last, perhaps, ' 
he might astonish. He had, at least, much pride, if 
I majr not rather say vanity, in displaying this learn- 
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mg of Us* He most G^rtainlj neter lost ft cauoitl^ 
fi>r;ifAiit of exhibiting his goodB* Like a fimall Capi- 
^ist, bis wares were always arranged to the best 
advantagei in the show-window, of his ahopi for pas- 
leDgen to admire. Yet what waii said of him by 
Hunter, a blind and obscure, but learned parson in 
Cbediire, was no more than trtie : ^ His erudition 
was neither deep nor exact.'* Bishop Newton, too^ 
I think, convicted him of gross mistakes in his quota* 
tions of authors, such as attributing the Codex Alex- 
andrinus to George the Monk, a man who knew 
nothing about it ; such as that Vit^il might have 
gLTen the palm of writing history to the Romans 
dbpve. the Grecians, and proving it by Lity and 
Tacitus, one of whom had not b«^^ to writer nor 
the other to live, when Virgil died. To be sure any 
one else might make these mistakes, but any one else' 
who could make them, would never have usurped the 
iMgb tone of insolence with which he seems to issue 
his decrees on all 8ubjects,| from his literary chair* 
Infallibility itself could not justify this, but fallibility 
SQ detected, and* of which a school -boy might be 
ashamed, ought to have been at least more modest." • 
" .The insolence you talk of never struck me,'* 
said Tremaine ;• " nay, he was celebrated for good 
breeding." 

*' ■■---..--■■, . ,. ^ ..^^ ^ 

• {ftw Hmiter's Sketch of Lord BoUnsbroke'i PbUosopby. 



^ Yet nHsfbQ diffemi framliiiii/' implied Bve^, 
^ were whio^rs, or madmen. WolUuton, we Bee, mm 
jb^&xymdChxkef wbem.he hasthe piesttiaptioil to 
J3^l presmpptuous^ together witHk most of die aneieiiti^ 
fiarticiilariy Plato and Socrates, vreee the last, ifa 
thinks, too> had Aristotle's works been destnoyed^ 
learning and truth would bate been- better- ad^toced; 
^f this allude to Aristotle himseli^ never was there « 
jxxot^ unlearned or silUer ohservau<»i«. This^ Jiew^ 
ieteryjs mere, foppery, and despicable, epough, port^ 
cularly a$ I doubt his, po3veers. of understandiog Am^ 
totle^ at least, in Greek. At the same time, for hie 
pwp^ presumption, I need only refer you to tbedeceni 
epithet3 which be scatters, .with so full and muddy 
g^ baud, upoa all, whether old or modern, sacred: or 
pro&ne, who eyer cultivated the ethical science^ or 
l^pired to philosophy beCbre him* He* says, all are 
mi^, foqli&h, dreaming Noctan^uks^ fit patients fdr 
Monroe ; rogues and impostors, liars or driTeller8,<«!^ 
particularly the divines, who, be sure, are always 
'coupled with the atheists^ . : ^ " 

, f^ WoUaston asks impertinent queUions^ .because 
}ie ventures, agftinst materialism, to demand. If mati 
(er thinks^ wh^re it begins to think ? And yet,: p^r- 
bejp^ a ^nore. obvious, question never presented itself 
oiiiiuch a subject* And iov what all thtB. abuse? 
For presuming to have had opinions, which this 

paragon Lord does uot apgrove." 

Q 3 



. ^ Ybd sorely ao;hot mean that he eondenl&s alli^ 

-interrupted Tremaitie. * * 

' ^^ All, on my trbrd. Butj no ! I cortett mysd^lw 
Iberreal. atheists, and. some few violent thetst^ ait 
eitceptedl Democritus, Epictmis^ and the atdmlstB 
of that school-— and Hobbes, and some of his fellow 
ii(iodeiiis;«-^these illustrious few are not disrespect- 
fiiUy spoken of * But for* Socrates, Plato, Aristotle^ 
Cicero, and such Sciolists,^ of course St. Paii], and 
•Hie Fathers,, and all Christian Polemics, Male- 
4brahche, Des Cartes^ and even, in some instances, 
liocke, miieh more- the irrefutable Clarice, and this 
excellent. Wollastun^ — these ^ are mere- pigmies in 
knowledge? or. wisdom, compared with this notable 
liord and scholar, this prince of philosophes soi- 
4isants!!' 

• f^ I. will grant you there was presumption," safd 
Tren^ine, with a little uneasiness ; " but aftferall, 
must we. hot measure this by his real attainments, 
and weigh his pretensions by his own worth ?^' ' 

^ Nothing more fair," replied Evelyn • " and erf* 
that worth! would wish to take - measure. Of his 
boasted learning I have already given a hint, though 
I mean not to undervalue it. Considering his busy 
life, and the. headlong passion described by Chester- 
field, with > which he gave himself up to the most 
licentious pleasures, as well as to the toils of an am* 
bitibn that was absolutely insane, his acquirements 



were astpnUhiog. But they were not all that they 
appeared. I repeat, I believe he had little or np 
jGhreek^ if only because he does hot quote that lan- 
i^uage^— which he would have been too proud ^ to 
have done if he could. His opinion of Herodotus^ 
wboy according to him, wajs a mere story-teller, who 
even professed no object but to amuse, is at variance 
with the judgment of all real scholars. But his 
liordtthip was a great gleaner ; a great and adroit 
retailer of passages which he well knew' how to use. 
His memory (his chief gift), made that his own which 
belonged fo other, people. His quotations are as 
oftea the quotations of quotations, as original:. He 
S(»netime3 confesses the citation of a philosopher, or 
a tenet, from the logic of Port Royal. Cudwortfa, 
while he was actually criticising him, gave him 
rinuch, nay, most of what he had ; and old Montaigne 
not a little. Thus, his discoveries were borrowed 
from preceding navigators; and their errors as well 
as knowledge, were alike made his own. Immediate 
^uipose was every thing. What most annoys us is 
the waste of his acquisitions. Affecting the fine gen- 
tleman, and to hold pedantry in contempt, he is him- 
self the most sovereign of pedants." 

. Tremaine smiled at this warmth, but did not con- 
.ti'adict the assertion. 

^^ It hasbeen well'saidof him," continued Evelyn, 
^^ that he overwhelms himself and his reader with 



^a^oco tad: opmiom; »n4i half bifi <ii^la9B are io 
oombat dredms of aixaemt >riter» wko 4irepii: no 
mmu As <^iaftiU9Si> (hey may be i^ad^ bitt iMx% 
(ibllowa them. , Who now cares f^r Pliii6 at agmde^ 
MXty more than for Bolin^brofce hii»adff?" 
< <^ la this last part of your cHtique, I agree tridi 
yau," said Tremaiae. 

• . «^But Lhavea w6rse quarrel Mriih him," pioceed- 
ed Evelyn. 

<< Ltet us hear it all,*' said Tremaine, half suitlit^. 

^^ He has presumed to call such a man as Qaike 
presunqrtnous* Do you recdlect the ingenuoufiness 
with .which he states some of this presumptton V* 

^^. I do not," answered Tremaine; ^' or at least not 
what you point at.*\ 

. /* He misrepresents," proceeded Eyelynj ^^ not 
merely Clarke, but alracet the whole body of diirfiie6 
wlio pr^ume, against his Lordship, to belieie the 
course of human affiiirs not quite sounifbrmly marked 
with justice in the different lots of virtue and Tice, as 
to preclude the necessity for something difierent in a 
-world to come. This be concerts iiito an absolute 
railing .against Proyidence, though it in &ct is the 
reverse. But this wb could'forgive. What I complaiii 
-of, is not merely a misunderstanding, but a misquo* 
tation^ and that a very gross one, of Clarke's, I wiH 
not say sentiments, <for. ihese he might not' under- 
stand), but hii3 language, which eveiy one is bound 
to set forth in fairness." 



r <^ Thati^M daar,^ said Tremainei <^ i^ilwUU 
]?» surprii^ as w«ll as sorry if you make U CNii;'* 
..^.^ Yet heobservefl,'' continued Evelyn, <4faatCUric« 
complains tbat there -are not, in many aged, plain 
evidences enough of the interposition of diving Pn> 
videnc^ to convince men of the wisdom, any more 
than of the justice and goodness of God.* - - ' 

^' Will it be believed) that this is stated as a real 
representation, and the very pages referred; to as 
prooftl" ' 

*^ In what are they not?'' asked Tremaioe. 

^ Judge for yourself,'* sadd Evelyn^ ^^ What 
Clarke jneally says is, that atj^nt sight it may appear 
strange that in physics the use' of every thing, from 
the star to the pebble, seems plain at once; while ii| 
morals, there seem not in many ages plain evidences 
to convince men of this wisdom, justice, and goodr 
i^ess. ' But if,' he continues, ^ we consider the mat* 
ter mpre closely and attentively, it will not appear so 
strange and astonishing.' ' > 

'^ He then goes on to co^iparer this world to a great, 
complex, fine- wrought, and admirable machine ;i of 
which^ if a man examine it by parts, he cannot, he 
'says, be a fair juc^e of the whole, though he may 
understand the immediate use of the parts ; and that 
th^ whole will only be revealed to us ^ at the con« 

^ ETAgmentft, Bed. 5^ : ; 
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dutian of this present state^* when men ^ will be 
surprised mtk the amazing manijestations i^jusHce, 
4nd goodness, which will then appear to have run,: 
through the whole series of God^s government qfiht 
-moral worW- 

*^ Here let us pause,'' said Evelyn. 

<« I see all the comment you are inclined to msil^,'^, 
cried Tremaine, ^^ and I am willing to spare myself 
the pain of thinking how accurately you have brought 
home your charge against a man I had thought at 
least more correct." 

^^ Tou see he is absolutely &lse," continued Evelyn* 
<^ He id j&Ise in saying Clarke ^ complains J! He is &lse 
in suppressing that what did seem to appear strange^ 
onl^ did so at first sight /and he is particularly &Ise 
in representing Clarke to say, that there are not plain 
evidences enough of justness and gbodn^is,; of which, 
in the end, he actually says, the wholerHioral govern- 
ment of the world will appear to be full, when all are 
considered together/' 

" This is but true," said Tremaine. 

^^ Such," continued Evelyn, ^^ is his representadoii 
of others. Now^ as to his own tenet's. If WoUastoh 
whined or was lunatic, be Bolingbroke's the praise of 
firmness and of common sense> who reduces us all lo 
grovel in our instincts,— denying us the power, by 
abstract reasoning and induction, to arrive at the na* 
ture of the soul, so fitr as to believe in what we hope—* 



Iwr iimibrtaMty. Be hb the praise of hot l>eing able 
t& conteiDpIattr any thing beyond his outward senses i 
9m# being teady, tlierc^re, to sink in death with liis 
ftfe^bmtes^ ttntaindful of his Maker ; and at b^t^ 
indiflferent whether he is minded by Him.'' 
: <<*! should say this was not a just account/' ob* 
garted Tremaine, ^^ for he' always admitted there 
mlghibe a foture states and as such prescribed the 
hope of it.'* 

^^ For which hope/' interrupted Evelyn, " he not 
only never gave a reason, beyond thdt it was noi 
hnposisible, but attacked all reasons that ever were 
given for it by others, with a rancour which was Only 
the more remarkable for those very shallow dogmata 
of his own, on which his enmity to others vms 
founded." 
^ ^ I know not your exacC allusion/' said Tremaine. 

** I mean," replied Evelyn, *^ those wonderful dis- 
coveries which he details with such dignity, that what 
bas existence exists^ and what has no existence exists 
not; that sensual objects are the objects of sense; and 
ebjecCs^ knowable, are objects of knowledge. This 
one could bear, as what I have called it, a pompous 
nothing; but when he goes on, and sums up all his 
a^itiiBsions as to the Deity, into a sense of his power^^— 
denying' any proof of his goodness and other moral' 
attributes,~-we know not which to do most, hate 
sudi ingratitude, or deti^eauch emptiness." 
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. « With my present feeling^'Vobs^edTmiMiac^ 

** I can allow you to say this." 

. *'. But pray observe the reason%".coiitii}^ed ^i^Ijqq^ 
.^^ of this wonderful reasoner> who wan to beat^dpsoi 
all reasoners that lever went before him. He goes, on 
to tell ypU) that you are to enquire no &rther. than 
what appears, — content with.pbenomena; that a phdat 
raii^i who is your only true philosopher^ presuni^ iMt 
to affirm any proposition not affirmed by those pbet- 
|K>mei|a>— which cannot. lead. him fat in his enquiries 
about spirit, though very far as to corporeal nature^ 
and that if he asks, why? he will give himself this 
plain answer, that men have as .to the one,, meaia^.in 
their power, proportioned in some degree to the end; 
but they have them not. in the other in any degretf 
though they proceed phantastically as if they bad."* 
" Thus, all the hi^ reasoning, the grand, -the 
inten&e interest which agitate the ^oul as to its beingj^ 
its <^e»Ltions, and its ultimate fate are, a.ccording.to> . 
this liord, tbis infallible, and, indeed, only discoverjec 
of tmth,a mere phantasma." . ...:.;.; 

'',Are you clear tbat.tliis is po^V cried TtecmHe^ 
1^ or have 1 so misread or. so forgotten him, m evi^ , 
to have believed otherwise ?" !.'.:.. . 

^ ^* 1 am very d^r," said Evdyn, " for he.pi^eeoddc 
with his phun man, arid ojbservea, that if he. is asked 

*■ 1 I , r i... . > „ . ; i.p ♦ ,. 1 1 > » ■ If 11 tf * II > f t ■* n i i' ' ' "^ ■■■■ > II ■ ■■■^» '^ 
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wBether he tbintcs matter can' be pleasure or ]iaiii) W 
feel desire or avension, or have ideas, the plain man 
can only answer, that he cannot conceive how'iAaUer 
becomes capable of all this, an^ ftiore than how Iki&tiy 
other things are as they are ; < but that he km pmhed 
thquirjf itsjhr as the true means ofenquity are 6pin ; 
^hdtis^ OB Jbr as phenomena can gmdekifh; ihat'ki 
ianntd draw any other conthtmm frwn tinim than 
iMsf^hai allakimai systems nre mnteHaly oiftf rtel /!• 
must content himself wi A Ods, mde$s shnx other tm 
bedra^ijrom the same plenmnena'^^Awi Ibis U the 
sun of his boasted philosophy 1'' 

> ^^ ITet he allows," said Tr«naimi, ^ that ttougbt 
oDiiId hot be matter; and so ftr you agrde iriiiJ^ 
hha:' 

" I do," replied Evelyn ; ^ b«t you mill recolkot, 
be also denies it to be Qiiiitttal,*^witb a Tlew, of 
course, to get rid t^ ks imm(ntal nature^ A4id be 
stives the difBculty, it mtist be owned, with most ad« 
mitable proof." 

> <^ I Jcnbw not what is ooming," slid TreSMLfoe* 

** Why this wonderful stickler ifer sensible d«mon»' 
stration; this enemy of all hypothesis; this stern and 
i^tibbOrn denmader of evidence, wbo rejects all SLVga^ 
medt front feelings and derides mil tli6saS^o presunur 
tqi' trost toy thing to iuppodtion9**^tells yoa, that- 
^ih^ &euUy of thinlting, in all the modes i>f tfaoogfat, 
mtyf have bcm superadded bjr Omnipotence to cer* 
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Uun systems of matter;' and thb, in all tke d^Ujr 
of the dogmatism he so abases, he adds, it kr nc^ les^ 
%han blasphemous to deny*'^ . - .:? 

" I reiriember tbii," obserred Tremainej ^ udjcmd 
I eVen no# see he i» wrong." ^^ — 

^< Agreed/' said Evelyn, ^< and I allow the possl^' 
bility (and that is all), to which this amounts. Bttt^ > 
is posiibilitjf then, after all j the whole of these boasl^d^ 
distolneries ? PossibiKty utisupfported, and twt eveiih 
attempted to be supported, X will not say hf ufgti^ 
m^t, biit b/any thing. Is it for this that Boltng^ 
broke is canonized? This possibility, observe, is not- 
that mktter thinks, but thai thought m^^fre super- 
added- to matter. And is this giant who is tadestttqf^ 
all systems, founded upon ever so much seeming prd*^ 
babilkiy, such univefsal and intense feeling rit> tilery 
man'^s heart) is he himself to be let off with 'm 
^' fkdy Ibt^ founded upon nothing? Is this the doo 
trine which is to overturn all we soibmUy hope, and 
put down all that has been so excellently reasoned;- 
to convict Clarke of presumption, WoUaston iaf . 
impertinence, and all divines of hypotheticid dream- 
ing? 

:^^ But that I know he meant the reverse, I lAiOidd 
say that in this, he even agreed with u^. For what- 
do we hold in addition to the impossibility of iiia%Mr\l^ 
thinking, but that th^re is an union of two dislinet' 
advances,* matter and spirit, mystenons mnd^ '^^' 
knowable, and only certain in its dBEects ?'' 



Trematod teemed to iissent^ and EYdyn vient oas 
** Whal I chiefly/ hawevier, mentioit tlud for^' 
(next to the wish, as I said, of taking measure oS 
tUfXiOrd's wonderful discoyeries), was to show thcf 
extraordinary right he ha» to quarrel with other^y 
fer presuming to rely upon supposiUon, although 
iterer so warranted by fact. In particular, I would 
wiilh to correet by it his arrogant taunt of Wollas* 
ton^ where he observes, how little it becomes him orf 
any. man to presume to urgei in defence of hypothe* 
slfl^ ihfU^^ many things aire by ways which we camipl^ 
understand. - Let bis own ^ nuty £e' answer this^'' 

Tremaine, in some agitation^ and after- two oist 
ttifee <|gie8tionii>gs, allowed that he found Btelyn 
wia rights : u •. ■ . -. : .- . ^ : 

./^^Areyou satisfied, then," pursued his friend^ ^1 
will not say to .&tf the brute he makes us, .(&r that 
nO'Offie would be that could help it), but to believe 
it prooed. that you are so, by. evidence so clear, by 
reasoning so pirofeutid, by superiority to all intellect 
aiid alltleaming, so mantfiKit and so consummate 2'* 
-^ITou triumph^'' said Tremaine. 
. ^ No ! not absolutely triumph ; but I own I wish 
ta>p^^e:that I am. not unjust in. the contempt L 
liaire^proftiBsed for this very shallow, and very sel& 
sufficient Lord« When he comes to broach .his owm 
ptibciples I ^ve his pen all the' credijt you can daim 
ftt^faisiWi^H^piied periods; nay, I ¥fiU own^^.hekk: 



poiwerfbl ia siftihg and <nrertaming the errora of 
others ; but with wcU personal yanity as swells, him^ 
luck affectation of wifidbm, such real weakness, may 
I not be permitted to bestow upon him the yery 
epithet he does not blush to: apply to Seneca, whom 
lie calls a sioical yiip^-himself the prince of all 

' ''Still you think too meanly of htm/' said Tre« 

BUtiiie^ 

' '* I think him/' replied Evelyn, *^ as I hare said, 

a flaoBsy sciolist, with all his learning; not can we 

wdzMbr at Burke's excfennlion, * Wh6 inow itads 

BoltngbrDbe.^-^-^ho ever read him throughout f* 

i << My Ikar friend^" said Tremaine, '' if I allowed 
you to go on you would become a railer. Your 
almo(^ ali^ady emtdate Watburton^ and but that 
you are not absolutdy so coarse, I should haye 
thou^ that divine had uttered many of the sen* 
tences I have been listening to. You mu^ not be 
sttpprssed if I am not at my ease to see a; oaoe 
dHZsling authority so broken down, and his acqutsi* 
tions (admired and acknowledged by. all) so undtfr- 
ydued. At any rate, I own you beat me out dF mil 
^ard and fenee. I must ever admire St. Jdhn,' 
but I can no kmger shelter myself behind UmiB 
aa aifithoB^«'^ 

i. ^ Let ns compound,'^ said El^velyn t ^ I wii) joim^ 
yavL ifi .the admiration of his ^rtis, ai^ joa -eiiail ■ 
give him up to me as a philosopher." 
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CHAP. XIX. 

t 

FREPARiLTION. 



** I dare oot stty 
How near the tidings of our comfort are.*' 

8HAKSPEARB. 



The notea from which I have formed this bistoiy 
supply me with little more of the philofiophicai €r 
iTfligious diseufisioas between our two friendU; cer- 
tainly, with no more that occurred in the Episcopal 
garden at Orleans. 

In fact, Tremaine is- described as having become 
silent and i^bstracted during the rest of the excursion, 
and as scarcely uttering a sentence during the row 
back to Mount St. Jules, at the foot of which £ire- 
lyn landed him, and they took leave of one another 
with emphatic and meaning looks,, though almost 
without a word. Each was nearly exhausted, and 
stood in need of reposje. Here, however, Evelyn 
had all the advantage i for to see, and be greeted sk 
he was by Georgina, after so many hours absence) 
-was repose enough. 

Itwas late in the dfiy Whqn he returned^' and bb 
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daughter, with opening arms and a beaming cotm- 
tenance, was at the little garden«gate to welcome 
him, after what she called a long, long delay. 

Such greeting could not fail to dissipate the air of 
seriousness which hung still upon his brow — the con* 
sequence, not merely of the deep discussions in which 
he had been tried, but of the various plans which he 
had been revolving during the passage from Orleans, 
for which Tremaine's silence and self-meditation had 
given him ample leisure. 

In all his reflections, however, there was now 
isomething consolatory. . Whatever difficulties still 
remained to be smoothed, it was evident he had 
*gained a sincere victory in essentials, over the scep- 
ticism of Tremaine. The whole fabric of that 
friend's doubts had been undermined, and they tot- 
tered to their foundations. It was scarcely posfible, 
after his frequent and candid, we may say his joyfiil 
admissions, that complete recovery was not at baad, 
although time might certainly, and surely not un- 
naturally, be required to settle the many conipli- 
>cated topics which had employed him, into sooietking 
like . order. In the main, however, Evelyn s^w 
enough had been done to open a wide passage to ait 
he so devoutly wished. He could not but remember 
the important position ft*om which Tremaine had set 
out, two days before, that if the difficulties presentcid 
by natural religion^ by metaphysics^ md the {Ailo'* 
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fop&y which, through Bolingbroke, had fin^^sb inanj 
years swayed him, could be got oyer, the admission 
of all those important postulates which Paley prefixes 
^o. his Evidences of Revelation, would soon follow^ 

and then • ! 

' All this had flashed through Evelyn's mind, >vith 
-Uie rapidity of thought when it obeys our happiest 
'h^pes, our fondest desires; and though he allowed 
as much as any one for the return of old feelings, yet 
he recollected that still older feelings, in short, the 
earliest, had been of a ccmtrary cast. Can we 
wonder, then, if this good father, naturally confiding, 
and €(ven sanguine in his nature, fond of Tremaine, 
and actually admiring him for the utmost delicacy of 
honour, should already have conceived hopes that all 
he so wished was upon the eve of being accomplished ? 

When he met Georgina, therefore, at the gate> he 
had shaken off his seriousness, and greeted her with 
more than his usual happiness of smile; and when— - 
half jest, half earnest-^he complained of his very 
long absence, and asked what he had been about, 
that had so detained him, he replied, ^' I won't be 
^techised," with so much of (almost) playfulness 
-ini±ed with his decision of tone, that, though her 
curiost^ was raised, all uneasiness was put to flight* 

A second attack upon him was parried by a decla- 
ration that he was so cravingly hungry,, it was im- 
possible he could give any account of the fine service 
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he ha-daitenlded in the cathednd^ or the -fiai hQlkfaj 
lie had been witnessing iii the Bi^dp*ia gordcn^ tiH 
after dinner. Lisette hsid told Georgma that il was 
pL grand jour de fete at Orleans, with sometlunglike 
a sigh that she had not been able'to attend ;f add had 
8aid ub much' about the grand' ceremonies, and grand 
-music, and the promenade afterwaids in lite palace- 
garden^ and Gebrgina had been icohtriving so many 
plans to gr&tlfy her, though all liad proved abodive; 
-that, in truth, a less guileless young woman thaofhei^- 
- self would have been content to lay theiUanie of her 
.fether's absence entirely upon the bccurrences of thiar 
fete alone. 

' And now the Doctor^ having got rid: of all Jbli^Oi^ 
leans dust, with which the sand of the Bi^hi^'tt^walkft 
had plentifully supplied him^ and having, ilDorewer, 
in the few minutes, of his eetiremeat, taken bis reso- 
lutien*how to act, rejoined his daughter, — determined 
from that moment t a prepare her for all the wonders 
he had to^relate. He sat down, therefore, tc^bis.re" 
past, in the highest good humour, both with himself 
and Georgina, whom he complimented oa impfroved 
looks, with peculiar pleasure. He was soon, how« 
ever, pressed into the service of relating aUlm bad 
sefiEtin the chapel and the palace, ndt.alettlelo the 
discomfiture of Liseite, whose waiiing was .com* 
fileteiy spoiled by it. The regret, inde^d^ df having 
roisBed^^iin si grand bonheur," eriticely got iht^bBlter 
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Df 'lier, and, after two or three mistakes behind 
' 'Geofq^ioa's chair, she exclaimed, in all the bitterness 
of a French girl's despair, ^ Oh! mon Dieu! tdute 
IsvUte, et je n'y fus pas! " - . ■* 

I TheX)dcjtor, to console her, said they should all go 
in the new barge to Orleans the next; day, when the 
i^nrice was to be repeated, and the promenade too. 
.1 -. "I think you so. jinproired, my dear love," said he 
to .Georgina, " that even you might enjoy it, if the 
weather, as is likely, continue." 
* Georgina sighed at the woM enjoy.' 
V When they, were alone — ^" L agree, my.:dearest 
Geor^y," said her father^ " to enjoy is much for us to 
-expect'; and. yet, from my owh aenaations, I am not 
^thput the hope that joy is not yet extinct for either 

^' I could almost suppose from your .manner, my 
-dear father," replied Georgina^ ^^ yon had made scjme 
^-discovery t^at was at least agreeable. V . . 
* ;(H)e^d this with enquiriiigj if not anxious efes, 
and she thought of hergeneral situatipn, rather .t|ian 
.of vlVestftine particularly ;' though, if an indistinct 
.ideaof his image flitted across her imaginiaition as 
she said it, you who haiye ever known what it is to 
love, muc^ more toibe forced to banish the object of 
'your affections, say wheeler you can blame her I 
'. . ^^ Not. to. keep you i n, suspense, my eweetGeor^'," 
-replied her &iher, " I confess that I have dascovered 

VOJi. 111. H 



thiogs at Orfeaas rather of more oonseqaence than 
JomeUiy or the happy Boiuigeotte I hkW ime^ A^ 

^'YovL will tell it me in your own good iiftie^*' kried 
£reQrgi]Mt» eiHivUig to suppress agitation which 6^ati 
to be too strong for her. 

, Her iather, /vrtio watched her criticattyy then said, 
/^^ To prievent too great expectation^ X will tell you at 
dmce> dear love,. that you may soon texpect to hear of 
your pretty iriend M^lainie/' . < ' : - 

The joy with which this was receimi was certainly 
not'unaccQmpamed^by disappointment, and e?eii by 
Mmething like vezation* Evelyni eaw tins, when, in 
nftura for his «ommunicati<»i, she expressed the pkn\ 
ettfe it gave her, and asked pMrticQlars;*!peirh8pef iftH 
with so much eagerness as, at another time, /ste 
would have sho«n« 

^^,One seldom goes into a Continental bankeif^ 
shop^" replied he, ^^ without picking up soraethii^ 
,l>e8idee money : so 1 have brought a#ay the news- 
ipaper, with an account of the changes of qoaneK 
in cwr aiany of observation in France, in which t 
naturally looked for any thing that might coocelfi 
Cbloiiel Osmond and his bride." 

^^ They are at Cambrai," said Geeigtna. 
<< They a?€reat Gambnii,^'i«Uiriied Evelyn; ^' but 
the Cambrai letter here says, < Wephavftlostoar com- 
nmndant, who h^ asked and obtained leave of cA- 
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fppQe fer^two mim^to y'mt^ with his bcftUiifal 
bride, the inheritance of Momit St; ^les, near Ot« 
leans, to wluch she lm» so recently been itestor^*'' 

^ Good HeaTen T' exclaimed Geoigina, with ea- 
geriiep». ^^ Mount $t. Jules ! Thi$ is indeed a Won* 
demo onecould !tuive ef pec^d^?' 7 
. 5* JVnd why noti" said the Doctor " Whel^ is 
' ib^ wonder, i)iat a ladjt ^ Aoidd $K4cepd fo an estate, 
llPtftiled iuponher by hergfandmotber^lir fisit it when 
duly. put in possession by lawr' 
. ^' But that we should be here, in her. own very 
lipuse, aodkpow jKithing.^f its Jbimg ber-s « . . • !" 
. . f' How cQuldi we V retumed .JSlf^n; '^^ when < it 
4apn}y ft banf^erthat knowsvany thing* and it waa 
^y tQ^ti,y tbatl saw Monsieur. dfOisant and. his 
ti^wspaper ?'' . • 

^* Ah! my dear faither^ it cannot, have been without 
dedign^ou brought me hither. ; InthiS'pretty place 
^^our romance seems to hlive^revived>L and cYeo p«- 
v^Iled« it accounts &r . your Jong mbsenoet at t^ 
chateau. Yom have known this secret long, and oni^ 
J^t it fipom me in isposidetatidn o£my .Weakness and 
my....'' 

M this she stppped^ a deep «igh espap^d her^and 
her nerves were bf^nning t» be unstrung. 

'' Qi)L a»y word," Imd her &lb«r> iboved by her 
iisaotiQo, :^' I knew not, till I &M 'visited the chateau, 
fa whom it belonged ;^ nor« tiU Monsieur d'Qtsant 
E 2 
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'told me, how soon our little friend «nd ber giilknt 
husband might be here." 

^' Tell it me all/' said Georgina, thinking now 
--only of M61ainie« 

The Doctor then recounted, with some care^'l^t 
he should be caught tripping, and not, as he said, 
• without a little cheating of the devil (a favourite 
fphrase of his), what he had learned from Tremaine, 
the Banker, and the Bishop ; that old Madame de 
Montauban, the Count's mother, had been the heiress 
of St« Jules, which was settled, on her man*iage, 
upon her second son if she had two ; if only one, on 
her eldest daughter ; failing which, upon the children 
of her heir, in the same manner ; that, leaving the 
Count her sole heir, the estate descended to M^Iainie, 
in due course of law ; and that, after a long and 
hopeless interruption, occasioned by the Revolution, 
the return of the old order had invested her ^ith this 
agreeable inheritance, which, in company with her 
husband, she was hastening to visit, without the least 
knowledge of who were in the neighbourhood. 

^^ And when may they be expected ?" asked Geor- 
gina. 

[ " To-night, to-morrow, or next day,— any day^ or 
any hour," said Evelyn. " Monsieur d'Oisant has 
' hurried, on the furnishing, and has announced that 
the chateau would be ready by the time they ccmld 
arrive ; and to-day's newspaper, you see^ tells us they 
have set out." 
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^* My dear Melainie !" cried Georgina :— ^* But 
she will find me much altered/' ' . 

** I trust you will alter again, my love," obserred 
her father^ cheerfully, though thoughtfully ; ^^ and 
then my favourite line of prophecy will be realized— 

• * The liquid drops of tears that you hare shed 
Shall come again, transform'd to orient pearl." 

So saying, he embraced her, and,* without knowing 
why, slie felt much soothed* 



CHAP, XX. 
DISCLOSURE^ 



<< Wh«t did he when thou saVst him ? What said he ? How 
lo6k'd he ? What makes he here ? Did he aisk for me ? Where 
remains he ? And when shalt thou see him again ?" 

8RAS8PEARB. 



l^RHAPs I need not inform the reader of what 
his imagination must have told him, the moment 
Milainie was mentioned-^that it was the connec- 
tion of Trematne with his excellent friend Osmond 
that had seated him in the retirement of the chateau 
of St. Jules. 

Reduse as he thought himself at Oxford, and as,* 



S66 fAEMiiiirE. 

indeed, for seTeral m<Mtbs*lie kctnaUy liad be^n, Jie 
caught a sudden alarm at the sight oftb^ siiperdcrip* 
iiott of the letlec frohi Mr. Davenport* to' firelyn, 
^hich has beeil mentioned. His 'redolutidn, his 
thoughts^ occupations^ luid studies, were all overturn* 
ed by it : and he fled, almost the next day. At that 
moment, he received from Osmond an account of 
M^lainie's^ establishment in.her rights, adding so ro- 
mantic a description of t'he chateau, which he la- 
mented that his duty prevented him from inhabiting, 
tliat Tremaine caught at it, and only the more fbr its 
deserted state. He asked and received the loaii of 
it from his friend, whose' steward he o£&red to be 
till he wished to inhabit it j fitting up only a room 
for himself. This, Osmond, who knew and indulged 
his humour, instantly domplied with. 

Hence all that has been related, both as to the at 
^rst denude state, of the house, and the busy buslle 
that instantly succeeded, to make it habital^Ie. 

Upon being acquainted with the particulars of 
Melainie's succession, Georgina became remarkably 
Choughlful. H^ joy at the' expected meeting' was 
most BBcena ; but her thbiiglts wandered. Nor was 
Evelyn much less meditative and absent. 

** At length, after a pause, ** Yoii beai* this, flear 
love,"- said he, " less well tlian I had expected/' ^ 

^^ I hope not," i^pUed Georgina : ,^Vl ^m siate I 
rejoketo think such good iSriends so near; But I 
own ....." 



<< What does: rity dear Gtol^ own j" 

^ I* am wonderihg- Whether ColoiKel OsQiQod wUl 

not bring u& some information fconcerniog ' l um 

-ire ha^e lost/' faUei'ed<3^rginii. ' " . 

<^ Perhaps he will/' relied her father, as co<^ly sfi 
lie could*. ' ' ... 

<^ 'Tis at least natutelb^ should knpW soiiletbiQ£&" 
said the anxioUs girl. 

" Nothing so liaiacal/* rejoined her &tber> 
, ^^ And yet, when you wrote tb the Cok>ne),'^ i>b> 
9er?qfi Georgtfia, ^^ he knew,, of would Cell, nothing/* 

^^'That wa»a longtime ago," &aid tbfi Dfoictor. 

•Georginft looked in her father^s faxmj to se^ifthere^ 
was any thing there that gaye a meaning to these 
words, more dian their simple import;' and, in her 
anxiety to knoW^ she thought she could discover there 
was something Mill behind^ that be was desiroui^. yet 
hesitating td ielL ; . 

^^Mydei&rest &ther will not,' I aiii.8Ure,.deorif0^ 
nor even; conoeal from me any thing I Ougb( to 
know/' said' GeOrginar ^' only tell me that.^m.is 
well, or at. least not ill, and I will be. si^tisfled/' 

Biuhete'eowJiioa got the better of her, aod.her 
quick breathing, which always created alarm ii| her 
aniiious puK^nt, f^ a ti^e^ ma4e him repi^nl^ hie loo 
todSdhm diesjgn (a^ her b^an to tb^nk it) of disclosing 
allheknew^ 

Big> indeed, wi^b sp many important objects a<ul 
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feeliflgs, he was scarcely lesg moved himself; and his 
eyes more than glistened when he toM her that all 
was not only not ill, but, as he hoped, well, i - ; 
« Geoigina, astonished, be^[ed him to go on^«->de« 
daring she was particalarly calm ; and, to prove it, 
gave him one of those smiles which always forced 
lam to do whatever she pleased. " . < 

But here, reader, I must stop, and crave thee to 
help me in what remains of my task. It is not.easy, 
neither would it perhaps amuse, or even interest, to 
tell thee in detail, what thou must long ago havefore^ 
seen, and what, if thou hast a heart such as can taste 
this history, thou canst imagine better than I can tell 
it thee. ; ' . • v 

• In fine, Evelyn, perceiving that his daughter was 
in siich a state of suspicion^ of raised expectation^ of 
hope, d^bt, and fear, thait it would really do her 
more harm than good to leave her longer in ignorance^ 
resolved^'whatever the consequence of discovery^ to 
go on with his design ; and he did so the more rea* . 
dily, I may say the more cheerfully, from the con** 
viction which he assured Georgina was on his mind^ 
that the errors of Tremaine w^e fiist fiiding away, 
if not entirely cured. ;* 

"i* Georgina'^ was, as we have seen, a firm miiid-*^ 
firmer than most ; and it must be owned> it required 
All the firmness she possessed to bear this communi-* 
cation^sQ as notto.be entirely overset by it. Tiie 
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enidjraces and dootbing of her father^ and JiU encoti. 
rageraent of ber, not merely to talk, but to give Tent 
to ber feelings, were at last attended wkb wbat be 
desired,^ — a soft relaxation of that pent-up effort 
which sometimes is too much for our nature. 
. He was, therefore, not ill pleased to «ee, instead 
of violence and hysterics, her eyes overflow in preci- 
ous drops, which might truly be compared to a ^ gen; 
tie rain from Heaven,' if the paleness of her cheek, 
and the agitation of her features, bad not rather 
likened them to what the same inspired painter has 
called— , 

* The liouey dew upon a ji^athered lUy.' 
It was, indeed, long, very long, before she was 
sufficiently recovered to speak with common collect- 
ednesa. 

That Tremaine — the admired, the loved, tbe re- 
spec^d, (respected with all bis errors) — should be so 
near ber^ nay, have been so for three whole days — 
approaching so fast, as her father said, to all they 
both wished, so as to remove the whole cause of that 
dreadful mental and bodily suffering which had al- 
most reduced her to the grave; — that he should have 
preserved all his love^ and, what ' was almost of a» 
much iinportance, cleared himself of those semblan* 
cesof unt^indness on his retreat, which had so much 
added to her distress; — that all this should be, seem^ 
ed indeed a dream, if not a miracle; and the task^of 
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her father, to keep her calm, was, ^ith all Bis Dillon, 
difficult indeed. ' ' 

Good s^se pfreVailed, and resignation^ which (^^n 
supplied its place where i£ is not. p^ni ted, how could 
they fail ? ' The eVening was not iar advanced^ wlien 
ISvelyn had the delight of finding her inclined to 
walk^ and, though agitated, yet not enough so to 
alarm him for her, while questioning him even to 
minuteness upon all the great points that no^ in- 
volved her clearest interests. 

We may suppose the great point of all was not 
forgotten; npr can we be surprised that, on this, her 
father's asserted satis&eiion was sufficient warranty 
Ibrher's. 

** i thinic we may depend upoti it," said her fathei;, 
^^ that his pride is beaten down; and his mastei^ hav- 
ing tost their authority, nature and natural feeling 
have resumed their power over him. in truth, Tie is 
no longer th^ same person. I had a fear, indeed, but 
it viras dissipated almost as soon as conceived." 

Georgina sbniewhat anxiously askedKhe nature of 
tliat fear.' " 

^^ I feared tliat you, or the hope of yoii, might have 
haid too mi^ch influence in the change; but I am Con- 
vinced it is not sa Indeied the obstinacy, of nither 
pertinacity, with which he defended all his doubts, 
proves this: for he was armed at all points, and so 
powerfully, that I assure you I scarcely wonder at his 
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resistance, or the hold which error had taken of him. 
His very enthusiasm (lor I think his feeling amounted 
, t^ it)} made him only the more obnoxious to mistake. 
No ! much as he loves ypu, 1 am quite sure that even 
you have had nothing to do with his renunciations." 

^^ Did this appear?" asked Georgina, with some 
curiosity. 

^^It more than appeared," said Evelyn; <' it was 
solemnly asserted by himself; and I am convinced 
that what he intimated was true — that his very 
jealousy and sqspicion of himself in this particular^ 
have only prolonged this singular contest. But for 
this, he would not have fled from Oxford — ^perhaps 
even would have returned to us." 

^^ He will return now ?" said Geo7gina> hesita* 
lingly. 

^^ I have but to hold up my fingbr;" answered^e-> 
lyn, "arid he will be at your feet.** 
. Geoigina trembled, and leaned more closely 6a 
her father, who felt he had gone as fiir as her state 
would permit* 

" Be not alarmed, my love," added he; ^^you. shall 
yotttiielf be the arbitress of his probation ; I only 
give you leave to make it as short as your feelings and 
your strength will perinit." 
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CHAP. XXI- 

CONCLUSION. 



" ThiB day sball be a loTe-day." 

SHAKSeBABB* 

'< I do HOt.Bhame 
To tell you idiat I was, since my conversion 
So sweetly tastes, being the tbdiig I am." 

SHAKSFSARE. 



All the belfries in Orleans, and one or two chchers 
to boot, that reared their little heads between the city 
and Mount St. Jules, had been ringing their hearts 
out Tor full an hour, brfbre O^xiond and^^sftb^M^ 
heriti^re, en barouche i cinq : chevaux,' arriwd at 
Monsieur d'Oisant, the banker's, and^ after partajcing 
a collation offered them by that well-bred gentleman, 
embarked in a barge he had r prepared for therm, 
in order to proceed, by water> to their newly*fiUfd 
chateau. . . "^ ' 

An attendant barge, filled with music, the hons^ 
which excited beautiful echoes on bo^h side» of the 
river, SLCCompaj^i^ them on the way; and the ac- 
clamations of a cloud of people styled le$ pauvres^ 
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la otV/e, among whom Osmond had ordered fifty louis 
to be distributed, raised a cryof jpy^ not the least of 
those satis&ctory sounds which welcomed M6Iainie 
d'Osmond, nee de St. Julesi (for that was now her 
designation), to the seat of her ancestors. 
^ The scene was so gay, so gilded, so happy — a vir« 
tuous (are we not to add, a romantic ?) union s^med 
so perfectly crowned — the boatmen were so proud of 
their pretty mistress, and the vessel seemed so proud 
of itself— it danced, indeed, so buoyant on the waters 
r-^that we who saw their 'approach thought of some 
of the most beautiful pa .sages of Gray, without their 
threatening conclusion : — 

' Fur laughs the morn, and soft the zephyr blows. 
While, proudly riding o'er the azure realm, 
^ In j[allant trim the gilded vessel goes, — 

Youth on the prow, and pleasure at the helm/ 

. So it seemed, and so it was; for happier people 
ney^r existed than Osmond and his bride. But there 
were others as happy. 

It will be recollected thtit Georglna, too, had a 
boat, not so fine, indeed, as Monsieur d'Oisant's iii* 
ventiye powers had made the bridal couch (for sach 
was- its French taste) of Melainie^ but still a very 
pleiMm»e.<^giying boat; and this had pulled up to the 
stairs of the fisfaing-house but. a few minutes before 
Tremaine led her (for he actually did lead her) 
through the walk that was bounded by the river, and 
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cttbaiked with her and her fiuher ^ mot iheir 
fUeDdi, whom.tbej. now jndgadtqheiiiidingriirpiii 

Orkaoft to the choteaiu ^ , 

> J3aty as I haiEc oh^ired^J nefer was good at a 
scene^ though J.. cMn.ielate ^vhat-is tdd me, with 
fidelity enough^. And. this.nKM^tbe my eccusey if 1 
have passed over a nradii mom touching^ as well as 
important one,, than the meeting, of. these .jgood 
friends^ which yet I mean. to.passover.too^. 

s Tremaine had iscekr^ that, beckon of Evelyn, 
whidihe talked of tnakiqg when Georgina permitted 
it;.ajid the consequence was pxactly as E?elyn.had 
prophesied, — for, in a very fe^r minutes ijadeed After 
Tremaige received the suuiroons, he was a]t Jtrer feet; 
noty however, to be unqualifiedly happyr-^for the wan 
and worn countenance .he beheld struck him with 
dismays nor was it relieved by the sweetness of that 
heavenly smile which we have so c&en endea?ouDed 
to make the iisader €mL In truth, the contbast only 
made both more affecting : for if he tbpvg^ Heaven 
opened upon lum, it was only to fear that it was 
about to close for ever. 

- And yet a delicious confiision tinged for a moment 
with rose the wanness which appalled hitn;-«-bttt 
only ibr a moment : 'for it was this rose .of jcgr, tnd^s 
but not of health; toosad^ as well as too beautifqi'an 
illustralfion of a beaat^ul description, I think, by 
Fox;— 

' And friendship giret whftt cnid health denies/ 



'■' B^ity-eightlioQfs, howeter, ^(rdduted cfaatii^ Hftt 
Vcjdited MSlnltwfti fbi^, fti I^Cfiftirit, aoxifety, ftitd tlh* 
certainty wore off, ease and eren^eheerfiiltiess retard* 
ecf, and lie had the bliss of reco^i^ing sohoieifaing 
like a rehOTatibn ofihbse tianhldoksy atid that de- 
lightihl' sWe^tness, Which, as he tfaotight,' no other 
Countenance ever exhibtted. " ■ ' - 

We may suppose iatther ^plahfeitions Wei^ hdd 
^ith Evelyn, and;, through him^ (!br he wouW aUbW 
hbn'e'firom Tretnainehimself^D^ith Georj^fia; b^t I 
Will not mention one cff them.' It is suflSdeift^'thiLt 
all Evelyti's'bopes 'were 'realised,' &hd thet'h^ already 
felt ftill conttctioh that the terms otiginallj^ prt>)k)ded 
by Tremaine might hbw b'e accejHed, \Hth the jnosi 
|)erfect reliance upon hot merely a 'fixture^ bnt a 
i^peedy isatisfitction, tpon every poinf. ' • ' 
' Yes f upon every one / For, * vsfin wisdom* And 
^'fiilse philosophy' being nbwbeateh dcf^nlj how esfty, 
as well as how consoling waS the belief of revehitidnt 
—and if Locke, if Newton, if Bacon, if Bbyle were 
£!hristiaAs, because wiser than all others ih flieta^ 
physics, as well as physics, and profoundly wiser in 
ft[e very points of what Boltngbrbke' so Strongly 
^iHcLtiis—phenimena, what wdnd^r if BoFmgbfoke's 
^Upil> his miidtakes set right, felt obliged to follow 
them? ' . 

And follow them he did, even their whole lengthy 
and with his whole Wrt; and, almost bf th^ time 
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thslt he led his rich reward^ his lovely bride, to the 
altar ; cartainly before he had been loog the happy 
husband he afterwards became. 

In fact, the arguments that hare been related, 
pondered over and over again, led him to this : — 
that there was no contradiction, but on the contrary . 
that every thing iA natural, led to the support of ^t 
revealed religion : and that the very doubts ai)d dif* 
ficulties which attend the one, are the strongest rear 
sons (always supposing contradiction removed), Iq 
induce the belief of a necessity for the other. , 

I have little more to say; nay, I have done: for 
the total change of that mental feeling, which had 
been the sole cause of 6eorgina*s decay of health, 
soon produced that other change which it fdea^ed 
Heaven, not to deny; and it was with delight,^ 
exquisite as had been his niisery, that Evelyn saw 
the opinion of the physicians confirmed, that bodily 
disease had not irrecoverably spread. 

Near two months spent in absolute bliss at St. 
Jules, where she daily gained strength, proved this 
to all their hearts' content ; after which it had been 
settled that they should return to England, and in 
a month more that our admired girl should be estab- 
lished^ mistress at Woodington, as she had long beeie^ . 
enthroned queen in the heart of its owner. 

All these tidings were duly communicated to one 
whom we hope the reader has not forgotten; that 
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trusty, rougb) but excellent friend, that zealous^ 
bustling, and original piece of Yorkshire, .that type 
of honesty and all good* feeling, Jack Careless, who 
has been but too long out of sight. His affliction 
at losing his friends had been so great, that he fain 
w0uld have accompanied them, notwithstanding his 
Ifeatr^ to France; and this perhaps was only forr 
bidden by Georgina's weak state, which made her 
father fear so robust a companion* i 

To him, however^ every thing that might be deem« 
ed incident, was now communicated ; — the stopping 
at the fishing-house, the meeting with Tremaine in 
the gallery of St. Jules, his sojourn there, his junc- 
tion with the Evelyns, his ofier, and his acceptance* 
N(M* do I know that I can better wind up this his- 
tory, than with the answer of this genuine son of 
nature and Yorkshire, exactly transcribed as follows : 



«^ My dear *Squire and Doctor, 

"I never was so surprised nor so overjoyed 
in all my whole life, as at the receipt of your kind 
letter. I was so happy for dear Georgy, to think 
s%e was better, and you so hopeful she would gf?t 
well, besides them other extraordinary things you 
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tell abeut) imd all that war to be, that kt ^ort I 
could eat no dioner yesteiday, thongh niy^sttpper 
was not the worse for it. 

^^ I hope I did not do wrong in telling '&€dkfi9' 
great deal, but, indeed, the poor woman thought 
dear Georgy worse, seeing I could not eat, and 
began to take on so, that I was obliged to give h^t 
a bit of comfort, so nowthe whole town has it^ suid 
the bells at Belford, Evelyn^ azid Woodingtonj aie 
an ringing aB if it was Statute fiur. 
. ^^ I have «et a barrel of beer a«>ranning] and am 
jitst com^ oat of the cellar witbhalf a dozen bottles 
of wine for Becky for dinner, for I have sent to 
Checkers for John Christmas and Mary, and to Eve^ 
lyn for Matgaret, gardener, butler, and* cook, and 
we6t myself to Woodington, to inform Mrs. Wat- 
son, and ask her to die. feast; .but the old soul de* 
clined, telling me that it was not the way to thank 
God. She, however, cried enough, which I suppose 
was-Aidr wiay, and ah odd one too. I also nabbed 
hmdloird of Hound and Horn, who happened to cotne 
in, just in thenick^and Aem audthefarmer ^iid his 
wife, and any m6re as I dare say I shall see that lofes 
Georgy, will make it merry enough* I am not sure 
that I shall not take a bit with them myself— why 
should'nt t? 

** Every body i^ mad with joy at your afi being 
fio much better, which seems to me, however, rather 



but of'tbe way iit regard' to the place. For I ofUn 
%c]riid6r ivhy it i» tliat tfck people do often get welt 
in Prance, when they can't do so in Englaiid, not 
even in Yorkshire. Howsoerver, I car^ not how it 
is done, if my dear Georgy is rtelly better, and 
idkmgh I and to lose my littlfe wife, T woii'e ndnd, if 
4fil''fol* her good, which to be sure it Is, for Weddings 
toil ^Bquire is ahoblefeIlW;%ith liiriiid cfatikums ; 
^ti'i tell tho*. As to yoiir account how it all camfe 
about, that is the most wonderful of all. It seems 
di^nttght conjuration, and I should say Rector was 
bamming,- if I did riot know he would scorn to do 
to with such a friend as me. But, indeed, it was a 
Utile queer that you should haye found 'Squire where 
you did, a-tOp of an old toWei* with a little staircase. 
And yet it is just like 5ne or two he has got here in 
his own hall; so that it. makes it more surprising 
that he should run the country and quit Yorkshire 
to be married in France, in a castle belonging to 
Bonaparte — that is, it would belong to him if he was 
•^11 Emperor^ For if the 'Squire and Georgy were 
'to hare made this match, ^ it is marvellous, dear 
RectcN*, that it was not done long ago in the West 
Riding, where both lay so handy to it. 

^^ However, I should be glad to know how the 
trout bite in that river you mention, where I own 
the fishing-house stands cimiffortabie enoi^ ; but as 
for the casiib^ I do hope ife will not make so fine a 
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'a 

fellow as Colonel Osmond forget old England, tho* I 
believe he is but Lancashire. Yon will please to 
give my humble service to him and the 'Squire, whom 
I can't but say I envy a bit. • 

^^ Who would have thought it after all ! 

^^ But I must give over, for clock has struck two, 
and I never wrote so much in all my life, no, not 
even to Farmer's Magazine, where, by-tbe^Uye, imy 
last account of fattening pigs on mashed turnif^i^s 
thought so good, that Editor says, I shall always h^ 
welcome, so pray make haste home with yo^tidm 
girl, and gladden us all again by the sight. 

I am, 

Dear Doctor and Friend, 

Your's, till death, - 

J. CAREfcESS.** 
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nuVrr£D by B. CLARXB, well STRlBt. 



NOTE. 



" Th£ Author wishes, not so much to correct, as to alter, an assertion 
intiia A^ment a priori, as it is called, in the Ninth Chapter of this 
Vt^iinie, on the naliiral Immortalitf of the SqoI. It is in Page 99, 
where it is stated that the brain is dissolved once in every forty- 
eight hours. Though undoubtedly the Author did not venture this 
MseiSaon except upon what he thought good authority, yet as he is 
aware how difficult it. must be to prove it, and it has ea^ted remark 
in very sensible men, he would rather incline to the argument as put 
by the late learned and ingenious as well as pious Mr. Rennell, who 
contents himself with stating, that, from the.fact of the existence of 
.absorbents in the brain, there must be a perioifical change in that 
organ, and this change, he collects, must ai least be once in every ten 
years fa). Now, however great the difference between ten years and 
forty-eight hours, the consequence drawn firom the ai^gument against 
the ^cm^ of the brain is altogether the same. The Author is 
therefore the less anxious to rest upon it in the extent to which (rely- 
ing upon the authority he followed,) it was carried in the former 
Edition. 

This part of the general Airgument was written long before the 
Author had the good fortune to see Mr. RennelVs Treatise. 

(a) ** Remarkt M ScepticUm.*- 
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PUBLISHED^T HENRY COLBURN, 

No^ NEtr BURUNGTON STREET, 

(Remove^ from Conduit Street.) 

• • 

1; -MEMOIRS dfSi«IOBLPEPYS, ESQ. Rita 

SscRETARY TO THE ADMIRALTY in the Rbiqns of CHARLES II. and 
JAMES II* comprising His nary, DsciPiieRED from tbe original 
Short-hand MSS. in the Pepysian Library^ and a Selection from 

to '* PBIVATB CORRBSPONdBllCE." 

Edited by RICHARD LORD BRATBROOKE. 

In 2 Tola. T07al'4tOy printed unifonnly with Bvelyn's Memoin, 
and embellished with Portraits and other Eogravings by the firat 
Artists. 

The Diary commences immediately before the Restoration, when 
Mn'lhspys iailed with the Earl of Sandwich to bring over the King 
finom Breda, and is continued idmo^t nnintermptedly for ten ^ears, 
eontaining^mnch curions matter not to be found in any other history 
of that eventftil period. Independently of the political transactions 
of the period, the-pages abound with private anecdotes of Charles U. 
and his Court;/ and Mr.Pepys' peculiar hal>it8 of observation led 
liim generally to record the most curious characteristics of the 
tfanes in which he lived. 

2. The MISCELLANEOUS WRITINGS of JOHN 
EVELYN, ESQ. tbe (celebrated Author of ** Sylva," or a Discourse 
of Forest Trees, Memom, &c. Now first c(Alected, and edited, 
with Notes. Printed unfibrmly with Evelyn's Memoirs, in 1 voli 
royal 4ta. and embdlished with Ei^TRvingSw 

3. SIR JONAH BARRINGTON'S HISTORIC ANEC- 

DOTES of -IRELAND, durino his own Times, with Smcnxr Ms^ 
MoiRS of the Union : illustrated by Delineations of the principal 
Characters connected with those Transactions, curious Letters and 
Papers in fac-simile, and abdve 40 original Portndts» engraved by 
the elder Heath. 2 vols. 4to. (In the Press.) 

4. MEMOIRS of the COUNTESS DE GENUS, 

Illustrative of the History of the Eighteenth and Nineteenth Cbn- 
TOSi£S. Written by herjbblf. 4 vou. 

t4.t This Work will be found to abound in Anecdotes of the most 
Eminent Literary and Political Characters, who figured at the latter 
end of the Eighteenth and the commencement of the Nineteenth 
Centuries. 
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b. A SECOND SERIES of SAYINGS AND DO. 
INQS; or, Sketcbes from life. 2nd Edition. 3 toIb. post 
8to. 3U. 6</. . .^ 

'' Ff^ of wise saws mnd modem imtancet,*' — S^UKSIBAEE. 

6. SECOND SERIES OF HIGHWAYS and BY- 
WAYS; or TALES OF THE ROAD-SIDE: Picked up in the 
Bretush Picovinees. By n Walking Gentleman. €k>ntainingCaribert 
the Bear Hunter; the Priest and the iQarde du Cpips; imd thA 
Vouee au BIauc, or Mud devoted to the Virg^. sA new Edition, 
in 3 vols, post 8yo. 30s. 

*' I hate the man who can travel from Dan to Beersliteba^ and say, 
'Tis allbarren."-^^*eni*. 

7. DONESTEBAN; or MEMOIRS of a SPANIARD. 
Written by HIMSELF. 3 vols, post 8vo. 27s. - 

, This Work forms an excellent supplement and companion to the 
admirable Letters of Don Leucadio Doblado. In giving a detailed 
history of his life, Don Esteban professes to present a Isithful pic- 
ture of the manners, habits, and custon^spf his countrymen. . ^ He 
takes the reader into the interior of their private houses ; intro- 
duces him to their Tertulias, Balls, Assemblies, and< Public Places; 
leads him to the Romerias, ConVepts, Nunneries, and Payees ; and 
gives him an insight into tbe national and private character o£ the 
Spaniards." — ^The work, besides, contains an account of the state of 
the Spanish Court under Ferdinand, which is worthy of Gil Bias, 
land puts us in mind pf that Novel. — fQlobe and JVaweUerJ ' 

8. GAIETIES and GRAVITIES; a Series of Essays, 
Comic Tales^ and Fugitive Vagaries. No^ first collected. By one 
of the Authors of *< Rejected Addresses." 3 vols. poat.8vo. 27s. 

.9. REMINISCENCES of MICHAEL KELLY, of the 

Kind's Theatre, apd* l*heatre Roy»l«Drury Lane; Abeoad and at 
lioMEj including a period of nearly Half a Century : with origuua 
Anecdotes of many distinguished Persons, Political, Literary, and 
Musical. Dedicajted, by permUsipn, to His Ma^ty. In 2 voU. 8vo. 
with a portrait. 

10. MEMOIRS of the Court of FRANCE, during the 
•Residence (above thirty years) of the MARQUIS DE DANGEAU. 
Now first translated from the French, with Historical and Critical 
Notes. In 2 vols. 8vo. 28*. 

This very curious work will be found to contidn a great number 
^f Secret Anecdotes and Facts hitherto unknown, respecting tho 
Courts of France and England. 
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